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Rev. David H. Taylor,  
Senior Parochial Vicar:   
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Rev. C. Matthew Hawkins,  
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bulletin@sbtmparishpgh.com 
Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

JULY 17, 2022 



2     JULY 17, 2022  ●  SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

July 17 11:00 am  
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Bishop David A. Zubik 

Tony Akins 

(Cecily Akins) 

July 24 11:00 am  
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Kwesi Bahruwa 

(Chilufya Mulumba) 

Stewardship JULY 10 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,055.00 $285.00 $292.00 

Catholic Kennywood Day 
Thursday, July 21st 

 
 
 
 
 

SAVE the DATE!!!  
SAVE the DATE!!! 

SAVE the DATE!!! 
 

NATIONAL BLACK CATHOLIC  
CONGRESS XIII 

THURSDAY JULY 20 -  
SUNDAY JULY 23, 2023 

 
GAYLORD RESORT AND CONVENTION 

CENTER, OXEN, MD 

From the Parish Leadership Follow-Up Committee 

On this day of our 2nd Anniversary as a personal parish and 133rd  
Anniversary of St. Benedict the Moor Catholic Church, it is the  

perfect time to reflect on and celebrate our past, while looking forward 
to all that God, our loving Father, has in store for us in the future.  

 
In April, a group of 30 people did just that at a retreat: reflecting on our 
past and dreaming about our future together. Part of what came out of 
that retreat are the posters hanging up in the back of the church near 

the tables. We encourage you to look at the posters if you haven’t  
already done so and add your own input and thoughts to these.  

 
You can speak to any of the Parish Leadership Follow-Up Committee 
members listed in the bulletin or write out your thoughts and leave 
them in the “Comment” box in the back. You can also call or email 

Priscilla Davis at the office during the week, or see the email link on our 
website under the Parish Pastoral Planning tab. That tab contains more 

information regarding this process, as well.  
 

We greatly value your feedback and would love for everyone to          

participate in this process and share their ideas!                                        

The deadline for your feedback is July 22nd. 

Thank You! 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP)  
Mother Teresa Conference  

 
 June started out quickly with 18 people to assist, and the month ended with a 
total of 27! Your Conference members worked diligently and learned much.  A 

key takeaway learned in June was the Urban Redevelopment Authority –  
Housing Stabilization Program (https://www.ura.org/pages/housing-

stabilization-program) will again assist renters with first & last month’s rent, 
application fees & security deposit as well as delinquent & upcoming utility and 

rent payments.  This is good news for your Conference!   
With limited funding (thank you to those that donated via the Poor Box in the 

back of Church!  YOU rock!), the URA frees up the Conference to focus on  
furniture (particularly beds!) and forestalling utility shut-offs. The next OPEN 

meeting for those interested in learning more is July 18.  Please RSVP for details 
at 412-204-7446 or by email at SVdPStTeresaPgh@gmail.com.   

To make a tax-deductible contribution to support Conference work, please use 
the Poor Box or the contact information above.  And, finally, if you know of a 
parishioner or neighbor in our Parish territory in need have them reach out to 

the Conference as noted above. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

All Are Welcome! 
One of the things that is incredibly  
special to St. Benedict the Moor Parish is 
how friendly the people are. Week after 
week, what I hear from visitors who are  
joining us for Mass, is how welcoming 
and friendly the parishioners are.  
 
This weekend we celebrate the  
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. The 
readings this weekend focus on  
hospitality and letting go of distractions 
and being close to the Lord. This week-
end, we also welcome Bishop David A. 
Zubik, the Bishop of Pittsburgh, as we 
celebrate our Parish Anniversary! 
 
In the First Reading from the Book of 
Genesis, we read how Abraham and 
Sarah offer hospitality to three men who 
appear nearby their tent. They set  
before them a glorious meal and at the 
end of the meal God assures Abraham 
that within a year, his wife Sarah will 
have a son. In the Second Reading to the 
Colossians, Paul willingly accepts any 
hardship he must endure for the sake of 
the gospel. He also celebrates that the 
mystery of salvation is also proclaimed 
to the Gentiles, thus extending to every-
one the hope for glory in Christ. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read how  
Jesus visits his friends Martha and Mary 
at their home in Bethany (this encounter 
is only found in Luke). Martha is  
burdened, anxious, and worried as she 
tries to complete tasks, busy running 
around her home offering hospitality 

and making sure her guest, Jesus, is 
comfortable and being taken care of, 
while her sister, Mary, sits at his feet 
listening to every word of his teachings. 
During Jesus’ time, women were not 
allowed to “sit at the feet” (receiving 
instruction) of the rabbis. In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus not only allows Mary to sit 
at his feet but also states that she has 
chosen wisely. No boundary of any kind 
should prohibit a person from sitting at 
the feet of Jesus, listening to his every 
word. Women are welcomed as men 
are, to sit at the Lord’s feet, and Jesus  
encourages them to do so.  
 
What matters most, is to be present to 
the Presence. Whatever we do,  
wherever we go, we are never to depart 
from Jesus’s presence. Jesus asks us to 
sit close in the midst of all that we do. 
We can become so busy with all the 
daily distractions in life and be over-
whelmed with the affairs of daily life 
that we sometimes find it hard to be 
available to be in the presence of God or 
find any peace when we do so. Being 
available to go to Mass, confession,  
Eucharistic Adoration, or praying at 
home, requires sacrificing time and 
whatever else we could be doing.  
 
As we approach the mid-point of the 
month of July, and the mid-point of the 
year, 2022, let us slow down and spend 
some time in the presence of the Lord. 
Hospitality and work have their place, 
but Jesus urges us to have them proper-
ly aligned in balance. 
 
This weekend at the 11am mass we  
welcome Bishop David A. Zubik as the 
Principal Celebrant to celebrate our 133 
years of the founding of St. Benedict the 
Moor Parish on July 28, 1889, and the 
reestablished Personal Parish for Black 
Catholics on July 13, 2020! We will be 
having a delicious, boxed lunch  
prepared by Roxanne’s Catering of  
Monroeville, drinks, and refreshments 
immediately after mass in the back of 
the church, and outside in a tent with 
tables and chairs in our parking lot.  

Welcome Bishop Zubik! 

Parish Leadership  
Follow-up Committee 
Back in April, leaders from our parish 
attended a Day of Retreat conducted by 
John Flaherty, as they discussed and 
prayed about the future of our parish as 
we continue to move forward setting 
out our hopes, dreams, and goals.  
 
For the next several weeks, members of 
the Parish Leadership Follow-Up  
Committee will be communicating 
through the bulletin and on the website 
some goals and objectives for the  
parish. We also have posters that  
members of the Leadership Team drew 
up displayed in the back of the church. 
They will be displayed in the back of the 
church for parishioners to view and have 
an opportunity to offer input. Members 
of the committee include Julie  
Mondello, Thomas Reiter, Darrell  
Rubin, Janice Simmons, and Gwendolyn 
Young.  
 
Happy Birthday! 
Happy Birthday to my mom, Marge 
Burke, celebrating her birthday this 
Thursday, July 21.  

 

Something to Think About… 
The most important thing in life is to 

learn how to give out of love, and let it 
come in.  

  
 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
Rev.  Thomas J. Burke 

Pastor 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Recently, during 
the second 
anniversary of 
my ordination to 
the priesthood, I 
went to the 
University of 
Chicago to 
participate in a 

symposium for university students who 
received the Sister Thea Bowman 
Foundation scholarship. Our goal was to 
discuss the relevance of Catholic 
theology and social thought to black 
American communities. This was 
necessary because it is rarely done. 
Each speaker discussed different 
aspects of the Catholic faith. For 
example, we examined the relationship 
between faith and reason; we explored 
the gifts of women in the church; and 
we identified the Christian responsibility 
to be stewards of the natural 
environment. 

We also examined Pope Saint John Paul 
II’s dignity of the human person and the 
personalistic norm through the lens of 
African American literature. I think all 
Catholics, regardless of their race, 
should be encouraged by the results.

One of the reasons symposiums such as 
the one I participated in a few weeks 
ago should encourage all Catholics is 
because we hear so little about the 
scholarship of Black Catholics. There has 
been, in fact, a history of either 
belittling or ignoring the work of Black 
American scholars in general and Black 
Catholics in particular. This is why 
ministry to Catholic schools in the 
diocese of Pittsburgh and the 
application of research about parishes 
with large African American populations 
should be included in our parish 
pastoral planning process and should be 
valued. It means little to say “racism is a 
sin” while ignoring or diminishing the 
scholarship of black Catholics.

All Catholics should be encouraged by 
the symposium that took place this 
summer in Chicago because evangeliza-
tion was the past, is the present, and is 
the future of the Catholic Church. The 
Church cannot evangelize if it does not 
learn from and speak to its members 

about the joys and challenges of 
practicing one’s faith in the 21st 
century. Pope Saint John Paul II never 
tired of reminding us that the Church 
will evangelize the people when we 
learn how to evangelize the culture in 
which people live. This requires 
appreciation and understanding of what 
is already good in that culture. It 
requires recognizing and building upon 
those aspects of the culture that 
enhance the dignity of the human per-
son. That is what we were up to in 
Chicago.

This week, we celebrate the second 
anniversary of the establishment of St. 
Benedict the Moor as a personal parish 
for Black Catholics. However, the 
parish's history goes back to the late 
19th century, and it remains open and 
welcoming to everyone. We know from 
cultural studies, such as C. Vanessa 
White’s work on “The Five Spiritual Gifts 
of Black Catholics,” and from data-
driven research, such as Davis and 
Davis’ study titled Perseverance in the 
Parish? Religious Attitudes from a Black 
Catholic Perspective, and Sister Thea 
Bowman’s 1989 address to the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
that effective ministry to African 
American communities must speak the 
language of various cultures. 

Black Catholics do not lack solid 
scholarship and research on the 
composition of our parishes and out-
reach. As we discovered in Chicago, we 
also do not lack a solid literary 
foundation through which to engage 
Black American communities.  We must, 
however, value this process and devote 
sufficient time and resources for the 
process to deepen and expand.

Fr. David Taylor

This is a very special 
time in the life of the 
two parishes served 
by your priests. This 
Sunday we observe 
the Anniversary of St. 
Benedict the Moor 
parish. Next Sunday 
we celebrate the feast 

day of St. Mary Magdalene parish. It has 
been a special joy serving in these two 
faith communities. Both parishes have a 
unique relationship to the communities 
in which they serve. 

These celebrations take on special 
meaning in that they are opportunities to 
celebrate our service, generosity, and 
hospitality. Over the past two years we 
have missed many occasions to join 
together in celebrating our oneness in 
both spirit and service.

Both the first reading and the Gospel 
today are hospitality stories. In both 
instances God is present in a time of 
need. Abraham and Sarah welcomed the 
"strangers” in faith knowing that God 
was in their midst. Martha and Mary 
reflect two essential kinds of ministry 
always needed in any faith community. 
We are called to be people of both 
worship and service.

When we welcome the stranger among 
us, we must know that God is sending 
this person into our lives for a purpose. 
This should not be a missed opportunity. 
Being a welcoming community may be a 
risk, but it is essential in being the church 
Christ has called us to be. 

While our foundation and heritages may 
be somewhat different, the call to service 
never changes. We are called to be a 
home to those in our midst.

These kinds of celebrations help us put 
our troubles in perspective. We have 
new faith, new joy, and new hope. As the 
psalm reminds us, “let us go rejoicing to 
the house of the Lord". 
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