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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     JULY 24, 2022  ●  SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

July 24 11:00 am  
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Kwesi Bahruwa 

(Chilufya Mulumba) 

July 31 11:00 am  
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Bwayla & Brian 

(Chilufya Mulumba) 

Stewardship JULY 17 

 
Offertory 

Total  
 

 $5,100.00  

SAVE the DATE!!!  
SAVE the DATE!!! 
SAVE the DATE!!! 

 

NATIONAL BLACK CATHOLIC  
CONGRESS XIII 

THURSDAY JULY 20 -  
SUNDAY JULY 23, 2023 

 
GAYLORD RESORT AND  
CONVENTION CENTER,  

OXEN, MD 
 

SAVE the DATE!!!  
SAVE the DATE!!! 
SAVE the DATE!!! 

 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on 
KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is July 31st. A link to the podcasts of 
the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

blackfacts.com 

July 18, 1863, the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment,  

composed of free Blacks from the North, made it’s famous charge on Fort 
Wagner in the Charleston, SC harbor. The 54th Massachusetts Volunteer 
Infantry Regiment was the first military unit consisting of Black soldiers to 
be raised in the North during the Civil War. Prior to 1863, no concerted 
effort was made to recruit Black troops as Union soldiers. The formation 
of the regiment was a matter of controversy and public attention from its 
inception. Questions were raised as to the Black man's ability to fight in 
the "White man's war."  
 
Although Massachusetts governor John A. Andrew believed that Black  
men were capable of leadership, others felt that commissioning Black 
officers was simply too controversial. The commissioned officers then 
were White and the enlisted men Black. Any Black officers up to the rank 
of lieutenant were non-commissioned and reached their positions by  
moving up through the ranks. On May 28, 1863, upon the presentation of 
the unit's colors by the governor and a parade through the streets of  
Boston, spectators lined the streets with the hopes of viewing this  
experimental unit. The regiment then departed Boston for the coast of 
South Carolina. 
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Pastor’s Note  

 

Let Us Pray! 
Each morning I wake up at 4:45am to 
start my day with the daily readings. I 
pour a cup of Starbucks Coffee then go 
to my sitting room and do my daily  
prayers. This is something that I have 
done each day for over twenty-one 
years. I like the quietness of the  
morning, and this is very important for 
me as a priest and for my personal 
health and well-being.  
 
We all need to develop a routine  
whether it is early in the morning, mid-
day, afternoon, or late at night, as long 
as we take some time out of our day to 
pray. There is no set format to pray, it is 
something that we all must figure out on 
our own. Whether if it is reading from 
scripture, singing, listening to sacred 
music, or taking a walk, whatever form 
of prayer is best for us, it helps us  
become closer to God. This weekend’s 
readings focus on prayer. 
 
In the first reading from the Book of 
Genesis, we read how Abraham  
struggles to fully trust God’s mercy and 
kindness as he proceeds to travel  
towards Sodom and Gomorrah. The  
reason for the journey is to confirm  
reports about the sinfulness of those 
two cities and Abraham knows that his 
nephew Lot resides in Sodom, and he 
worries that God’s wrath may consume 
not only the guilty but also his innocent 
nephew and family. It turns out that 
God’s mercy is greater than Abraham 
imagined.  

In the Second Reading to the Colossians, 
Paul explains that in Baptism we die 
with Christ and rise with him to new life. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read how  
Jesus teaches his disciples the “Lord’s 
Prayer.” Jesus makes his prayer very 
short consisting of only a few petitions: 
your kingdom come, give us daily bread, 
forgive our sins as we forgive others and 
do not subject us to the final test.  
Persevering in prayer requires that a 
person must practice it. Prayer is the 
sacred space where we can grow closer 
to the one who loves us unconditionally. 
Let us take some time each day to pray! 
 
Last weekend at the 11am mass we  
welcomed Bishop David A. Zubik as the 
Principal Celebrant to celebrate our 133 
years of the founding of St. Benedict the 
Moor Parish on July 28, 1889, and the 
reestablished Personal Parish for Black 
Catholics on July 13, 2020! What a  
wonderful celebration with great music, 
and a delicious lunch from Roxanne’s 
Catering of Monroeville. Special thanks 
to the Worship Committee for helping 
to organize the social, and to Ray 
Krivanek, Paul and Matthew Denk and 
Melissa and Kolbe Viator who helped 
with the set up and clean up, Marilyn 
Dunson with the beverages and music, 
and Jeannette Finch for making sure the 
liturgy went smoothly. A good time was 
had by all.  
 
RCIA 
Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic faith? Are you baptized in  
another faith and would like to be  
Catholic? Are you baptized Catholic but 
need communion and or confirmed? 
The Rite of Christian Initiation Program 
(RCIA) will be starting after Labor Day. 
Please give me a call at (412) 661-7222 
ext. 202 or e-mail at tburke@diopitt.org  
to discuss.  
 
Parish Leadership  
Follow-up Committee 
Back in April, leaders from our parish 
attended a Parish Leadership Retreat as 

they discussed and prayed about the 
future of our parish as we continue to 
move forward setting out our hopes and 
dreams, and goals.  
 
For past several weeks, members of the 
Parish Leadership Follow-Up Committee 
have been communicating through the 
bulletin and on the website, some goals 
and objectives for the parish. We also 
have posters that members of the  
Leadership Team drew up, displayed in 
the back of the church for parishioners 
to view and have an opportunity to offer 
input. 
 
As we have just celebrated our  
Anniversary, let us continue to think 
about our future, establishing goals and 
objectives on what we want St. Benedict 
the Moor Parish to be. The next steps 
will be gathering input from the  
suggestion box, and when Pastoral 
Council meets in the fall, they will  
continue to discuss the conversation 
along with the Parish Leadership Follow-
up Committee, establishing a Pastoral 
Plan for the next several years. Stay 
tuned! 
 
Happy Birthday! 
Happy Birthday to Ray Krivanek from 
our Maintenance Staff who is  
celebrating his birthday today, Sunday, 
July 24! 

 

Something to Think About… 
If trouble drives you to prayer, prayer 

will drive the trouble away. 

  
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
Rev.  Thomas J. Burke 

Pastor 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Whether we are 
rich or poor, 
liberal or 
conservative, 
male or female, 
what unifies us as 
Catholics? What 
should be our 
touchstones for 

what we practice and believe? How 
should we pray? What is the Church and 
why is it necessary for us?

Last month, I tried to answer these 
questions in three consecutive bulletin 
reflections by focusing on the seven 
schools of Catholic spirituality, 10 
principles of Catholic social thought, the 
Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds, the universal 
catechism, and key documents from the 
Second Vatican Council. I got a lot of 
encouraging feedback on those 
reflections. One comment in particular 
stuck with me. A parishioner said, “When I 
think about what we believe, I prefer to 
think about the Lord’s Prayer rather than 
the creeds.” This is understandable. The 
parishioner explained that the creeds 
don’t tell us how to be Christians; instead, 
they emphasize what dogmas we are to 
believe.

I suggested several books that help us to 
meditate on the creeds, including Robert 
Barron’s Light from Light: A Theological 
Reflection on the Nicene Creed, Hans Urs 
von Balthasar’s Credo: Meditations on the 
Apostles’ Creed, Timothy Luke Johnson’s 
The Creed: What Christians Believe and 
Why It Matters, and Scott Hahn’s The 
Creed: Professing the Faith Through the 
Ages. 

I would not place the Lord’s Prayer under 
the category of “what we believe” but 
under the category of “how we pray.” 
Nonetheless, I was remiss in not mention-
ing the Lord’s Prayer and a number of 
books that will be helpful in guiding 
readers into deeper meditation on it.

For those who like to get as close as 
possible to the source, I recommend the 
Alistar Stewart Sykes’ translation of 
Tertullian, Cyprian, and Origen's commen-
taries on the Lord’s Prayer in the Popular 
Patristics series (no. 29), titled Tertullian, 
Cyprian, and Origen On the Lord’s Prayer
(2004). This book will expose the reader to 
the wisdom of the early church and 
includes several early translations of the 

prayer that early Christians were working 
with.

Some readers might find an Eastern 
Orthodox meditation on the Lord’s Prayer 
spiritually enriching. They should try the 
St. Paul Brotherhood Press’ translation 
(2017) of Saint Cyril of Alexandria’s 
homilies on the Lord’s Prayer. On the 
other hand, many contemporary readers 
will turn to Pope Francis’ reflections on 
the prayer (2017) simply titled Our Father. 
Contemporary readers will also find 
Gerhard Lofink’s commentary (2019) titled 
The Our Father: A New Reading, 
instructive and thought provoking.

Of course, Fr. Dennis R. Billy, CSsR, wrote 
my favorite commentary on the prayer. Fr. 
Billy’s book is titled The Our Father: A 
Prayer’s Power to Touch Hearts (2012). I 
lived with Fr. Dennis in community during 
my final year in seminary; he was my 
spiritual director. Long before he was 
recruited to teach at St. Mary’s Seminary 
and University in Baltimore, where I finally 
met him, his work deepened my spiritual 
life as I read and meditated on his many 
books on Christian spirituality. 

Much as I was impressed by his ability to 
teach through his published work, my 
appreciation for him was strengthened 
when I saw how he lived his spirituality in 
his day-to-day interactions in our commu-
nity. Anyone who wants to experience a 
deeper life of prayer on their journey with 
the Lord cannot go wrong if they turn to 
Fr. Dennis Billy’s books for insights and 
inspiration.

There are many resources within the 
Church to elevate our hearts and minds 
and strengthen our bonds of Christian 
unity. We must be discerning and 
intentional about the sources we turn to 
for guidance on what we believe, how we 
pray, what it means to be a church, and 
how we should engage society. 

We do well to adhere to the Apostle Paul’s 
admonition to the Philippians (4:8) when 
he said: “...Whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
gracious, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things.”

Fr. David Taylor

In many instances of 
violence resulting in 
injury or death, we 
often hear that 
innocent bystanders 
were present. This 
has become more 
apparent today with 
the many occasions of 

mass killings, which sadly have become 
routine. The lives of these victims and 
their families are changed forever. 

The term casualty of war is often used to 
justify the killing of innocent families and 
children. The Vietnam War and the 
present war in Ukraine are but two 
examples of conflicts in which many 
innocent lives have been taken, and in 
our cities, we experience lives of children 
and families lost to violence in the 
streets. 

Since we are a people who believe in the 
sanctity of life, we cannot be indifferent 
to these evil actions whether they occur 
in our communities or in faraway 
countries. War and violence remain 
major obstacles to our living in and 
making our world a place befitting of our 
dignity as people of God. 

In today’s reading from Genesis, 
Abraham pleads with God to save the 
people of Sodom and Gomorrah. The 
idea is that God will not destroy a 
multitude of people if it means indiscrim-
inate taking of life; and the Gospels have
many examples of Jesus forgiving the 
guilty as well. The passion and death of 
the Lord is the most significant example 
of this. 

In the Lord's Prayer we consistently 
acknowledge this aspect of the mercy 
and forgiveness given freely to us. We 
ask for forgiveness with the stipulation 
that we likewise forgive, and so this has 
to be our way of life. We are called to live 
a consistent ethic of life.
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