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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

JULY 31, 2022 



2     JULY 31, 2022  ●  EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

July 31 11:00 am  
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Bwayla & Brian 

(Chilufya Mulumba) 

August 7 11:00 am  
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 

Stotts Family 

(Victoria Betsill) 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on 
KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is today, July 31st. A link to the  
podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

Black Facts for July 31 

1874—”Father Patrick Francis Healy becomes the first Black 
president of a major White university when he is inaugurated 
on this day as president of Georgetown University. Healy was 
also the first African-American to earn a PhD. However, racial 
prejudice forced him to earn his degree in Europe not the 
United States. Healy was born in Macon, Ga., in 1834 to a 
Black slave woman and a White plantation owner who decid-
ed to acknowledge his five bi-racial children. They were all 
sent north to be educated. Although some felt he could have 
passed for White, Healy openly acknowledged his African an-
cestry. Healy died in 1910.”  

—From the New Pittsburgh Courier  
 
1956—Former Governor of Massachusetts (and only 2nd 
Black person elected as a state Governor in the history of the 
US, at that time), Deval Patrick was born. Patrick served as 
Governor from 2007 to 2015.  

Stewardship JULY 24 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$1,534.00 $105.00 $70.00 

Birthdays  
July 31—August 6 

 

Isaiah Dolby 
Christina Gallishen 

Donita Milton-Stevens 
Rick Zouch 

Vincent Bostic 
Bebe Ipala 

Victoria Betsill 
Aiden Suzensky 

Cameron Suzensky 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Let God, Let God! 
On June 11,2018 when I was starting my 
assignment as the Administrator of the 
former St. Bede Parish, and knowing 
that eventually in the fall of 2018 as 
Administrator of the former St. Charles 
Lwanga Parish in Homewood and St. 
James Parish in Wilkinsburg, to form the 
Catholic Community of the East End of 
Pittsburgh, I had to evaluate where I was 
going to live and where the combined 
three parish offices would eventually 
need to be located. I eventually decided 
that would live at St. James and the new 
parish office would be located at St. 
Bede. 
 
Because both rectories at St. Bede and 
St. James- Wilkinsburg were very out-
dated and needed major electrical and 
plumbing upgrades, and were not at the 
time “move in condition,” I had to make 
temporary living and commuting  
arrangements, and move my personal 
belongings to the Guardian Storage  
Facility at the Waterfront in Homestead 
until the plumbing and electrical up-
grades could be completed. After doing 
some fundraising to hire a good contrac-
tor, I finally was able to move into the 
third floor of the St. James- Wilkinsburg 
Rectory on February 6, 2019.  
 
I had a lot of “stuff” over the years, but 
this gave me time to go through my  
personal items and see what should stay 
and what could be donated to charity. 
 
This weekend we celebrate the  

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
The readings this weekend focus on 
looking at what is important in life, our 
faith, family, and friends. 
 
In the first reading from the Book of 
Ecclesiastes, we read how a wise teach-
er offers a worthwhile lesson about life 
in this world. This book challenges  
readers to reconsider the daily things 
that occupy their time and energy and 
to ask, what really matters? 
 
In the Second reading to the Colossians, 
Paul urges God’s faithful people to avoid 
all that does not lead to new life, to  
remain focused on the realm of heaven 
where Jesus sits at the right hand of the 
Father.  
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read the  
Parable of the “Rich Fool,” where Jesus 
teaches that the treasure in heaven is 
more valuable than possessions on 
earth. In his search for security and  
happiness in this life, the rich man  
forgets God, forgets eternal life, and 
forgets his obligations to the poor. He is 
truly a “fool” because he has not known 
how to use wisely the wealth which he 
had. By embracing and implementing 
gospel values such as love, mercy,  
justice, and peace, we help to give  
human expression to Christ’s presence 
among us. By doing so, we make our-
selves “rich with the sight of God.”  
 
Christ is essential in our life. Today’s 
readings are challenging to those of us 
living comfortable lives. It is not  
important to God to be materially rich, 
be the most popular, or be a winner. It is 
important to care for those in need and 
share what we have.  
 
RCIA 
Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic faith? Are you baptized in  
another faith and would like to be  
Catholic? Are you baptized Catholic but 
need communion and or confirmed? 
The Rite of Christian Initiation Program 
(RCIA) will be starting after Labor Day. 

Please give me a call at (412) 661-7222 
ext. 202 or e-mail at tburke@diopitt.org  
to discuss.  
 
Parish Leadership  
Follow-up Committee 
Back in April, leaders from our parish 
attended a Day of Retreat as they  
discussed and prayed about the future 
of our parish as we continue to move 
forward setting out our hopes and 
dreams, and goals. For past several 
weeks, members of the Parish Leader-
ship Follow-Up Committee have been 
communicating through the bulletin and 
on the website some goals and  
objectives for the parish. We also have 
posters that members of the Leadership 
Team drew up displayed in the back of 
the church for parishioners to view and 
have an opportunity to offer input. 
 
As we have just celebrated our Anniver-
sary, let us continue to think about our 
future, establishing goals and objectives 
on what we want St. Benedict the Moor 
Parish to be. The next steps will be  
gathering input from the suggestion 
box, and when Pastoral Council meets in 
the fall, they will continue to discuss the 
conversation along with the Parish Lead-
ership Follow-up Committee establish-
ing a Pastoral Plan for the next several 
years. Stay tuned! 
 

Something to Think About… 
The meaning of life is to find your gift, 
the purpose of life is to give it away.  

  
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
Rev.  Thomas J. Burke 

Pastor 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

There is a certain 
bias in Christian 
evangelical 
ministry today. 
That bias is to 
favor extroverts 

over introverts and to confuse outgoing 
personalities with having religious 
fervor. We should be careful. We 
discourage people from joining the 
Church because if they don’t feel the 
same level of expressive emotional 
intensity exuded by extroverted person-
alities, they may think that they don’t 
belong.

Close your eyes for a moment and 
conjure up an image of a typical lay 
youth minister. What personality traits 
do you expect to see? Most people 
picture someone who is confident, out-
going, and not very different from a 
forceful salesman. We often think that it 
takes a dynamic personality to bring 
people to Christ. But such larger-than-
life outgoing personality types probably 
discourage as many people as they 
bring in.

I am not saying that there is no place for 
dynamic personalities, the Church 
needs them, but the Church also needs 
something more. In 2012, Susan Cain 
wrote an insightful book titled, Quiet: 
The Power of Introverts in a World That 
Can’t Stop Talking. 

The second chapter of the book is titled 
“The Myth of Charismatic Leadership,” 
and there is a subsection titled “Does 
God Love Introverts? An Evangelical’s 
Dilemma.” In that subsection, Cain 

recounts how a church leader advised a 
Protestant congregation, when 
recruiting a new rector, to ask what the 
candidate’s Myers-Briggs score was. “If 
the first letter isn’t an E [for Extrovert],” 
he said, “think twice … I’m sure our Lord 
was an extrovert.” 

Even though our congregations in the 
Catholic Church do not pick the priests 
who will be assigned to our parishes, we 
are not much different in our expecta-
tions for extroverted personalities in 
both our lay and ordained ministries.

As we grow in spiritual maturity, we will 
begin to understand that the outgoing 
salesman model of evangelization 
should not be our only frame-of-
reference. It probably shouldn’t even be 
our primary one. What introverts bring 
to religious practice is a deeper 
appreciation for solitude and contem-
plation than we currently experience in 
our formation within the Church. 

Many of the saints and most of the 

doctors of the Church were introverted 

personalities. Adam S. McHugh, author 

of Introverts in the Church: Finding Our 

Place in an Extroverted Culture (2017), 

pointed out that “evangelism means 

listening as well as talking … churches 

should incorporate silence and mystery 

into religious worship.” We must make 

room for “a quieter path to God.” 

Christian prayer has always been about 

both contemplation and community. 

We have always been in need of both.

Fr. David Taylor

There is a saying, "you 
don't know what you 
have until you lose it”. 
This can be so true 
especially in terms of 
health and material 
possessions. Over the 
last two and a half 
years we have learned 

just what a gift a healthful life can be.

Covid taught us that life and wellbeing 
should and could not ever be taken for 
granted. During the midst of the pan-
demic, we experienced the loss of family 
members, good friends, neighbors and 
many others who gave their lives caring 
for the sick and working in essential 
occupations, putting themselves at great 
risk.

Most of us make plans for our present 
and future with the expectation that we 
will be able to carry them out. But daily 
living and our faith shows us that we 
must never take these things for granted. 
It can often take great loss to bring us to 
this level of faith and trust in appreciating 
what we already possess. 

Covid has also taught us the great value 
of care and concern for others. Many 
who have suffered through this illness 
have lost jobs, homes, family members, 
and have lingering complications of this 
disease. This is where sharing and caring 
is most essential. As people of faith, we 
pray for all of our needs, but we must 
realize that God, not ourselves, will 
determine the outcome. 

Wealth and possessions are not evil in 
themselves, but they can possess us, lead 
us to selfishness, and take away our joy 
in the most important things in life. There 
are so many opportunities to be of help 
and concern during these difficult times. 
Often the gift of presence and concern 
are the most immediate ways in which 
we can help our neighbor. A time of 
suffering can be a time of learning the 
real gifts of life, and it doesn't take much 
to extend this to others. 
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