
Saint Benedict the Moor Church  ●  91 Crawford Street  ●  Pittsburgh PA  15219 
office@sbtmparishpgh.com  ●  412.281.3141 

Website:  
sbtmparishp h.com             SBTMPARISHPGH                SBTMparishPGH           St. Benedict the Moor Parish-PGH  

Staff 
Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor: 
tburke@diopittt.org 
Rev. David H. Taylor,  
Senior Parochial Vicar:   
dtaylor@diopitt.org 
Rev. C. Matthew Hawkins,  
Parochial Vicar:  
mhawkins@diopitt.org 
Christopher Catone, Music Director: 
music@sbtmparishpgh.com  
Priscilla Davis, Office Manager: 
office@sbtmparishpgh.com 
Jeannette Finch, Sacristan 
Ray Krivanek, Maintenance 
Jennifer L. Whitley, Bulletin Editor:  
bulletin@sbtmparishpgh.com 
Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     AUGUST 14, 2022  ●  TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

August 14 11:00 am  
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Special Intentions 

August 21 11:00 am  
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Otis Davis 

(Keith & Brenda Younger) 

Stewardship AUGUST 7 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$6,263.00 $540.00 $1,498.00 

Birthdays  
August 14 —August 20 

 
Dorothy Coleman 

Mmasomachi Ngwu 
James H Fuller 

Gaye Velar 
Rob Copeland 

Mary Stout 
Carmean Zak-Sasser 

Mark Lang 
Ann Taylor 

Gerald Winslow 
John Young 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on 
KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is today, August 14th. A link to the  
podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

blackfacts.com 
August “Matthew Alexander Henson (August 8, 1866 – March 9, 
1955) was an American explorer who accompanied Robert Peary on seven 
voyages to the Arctic over a period of nearly 23 years. He is best known 
for his participation in the 1908–1909 expedition that claimed to have 
reached the geographic North Pole on April 6, 1909. Henson said he was 
the first of their party to reach the pole.  

Henson was born in Nanjemoy, Maryland, to sharecropper parents who 
were free Black Americans before the Civil War. He spent most of his early 
life in Washington, D.C., but left school at the age of twelve to work as 
a cabin boy. He later returned to Washington and worked as a salesclerk 
at a good department store. One of his customers was Robert Peary, who 
in 1887 hired him as a personal valet. Their first Arctic expedition together 
was in 1891–92.  Henson achieved a degree of fame as a result of partici-
pating in the 1908-expedition, and in 1912 he published a memoir         
titled “A Negro Explorer at the North Pole”. As he approached old age, his 
exploits received renewed attention.  

In 1937 he was the first African American to be made a life member of The 
Explorers Club, and in 1948 he was elevated to the club's highest level of 
membership. In 1944 Henson was awarded the Peary Polar Expedition 
Medal, and he was received at the White House by Presidents Harry      
Truman and Dwight Eisenhower. In 1988 he and his wife were re-interred 
at Arlington National Cemetery. In 2000 Henson was posthumously award-
ed the Hubbard Medal by the National Geographic Society.” 
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Pastor’s Note  

 

Persevere in Running the Race! 
Back in the fall of 1984, when I was a 
freshman at Carrick High School, I ran 
Cross Country. I can remember during 
practice, running through Philips Park, 
which was my back yard living on  
Sinton Avenue. The first part of the 
trail in Philips Park was flat and 
smooth, but after turning the corner 
on to Parkfield Street there was a 
steep hill. Often, I just wanted to quit, 
and walk. I can still hear the voice of 
my classmates and coach to “Keep 
Running Tom! Don’t Quit!” It was a 
huge relief and a sense of accomplish-
ment to cross the finish line! 
 
This weekend we celebrate the  
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary time. 
The readings focus on keeping the 
faith. When we face trials, we are  
tested. In life we encounter difficul-
ties, the pains and struggles test us; 
but with our faith it helps us to meet 
them with courage and hope. Jesus 
reveals not only God’s love and mercy 
for us, but also the way that we are to 
lead our own lives. We need to keep 
our eye on him, to mediate on his  
example and to follow him along the 
path that God’s providence opens for 
us. 
 
In the First Reading from the Prophet 
Jeremiah, we read how the prophet’s 
life is in danger as he is lowered into a 
cistern and left to die. King Zedekiah 

caters to the wishes of his people who 
ignore Jeremiah’s teachings. Food and 
water supplies are dwindling. The king 
heeds his royals’ counselors who  
complain that Jerimiah’s preaching is 
unpatriotic and a traitor. The Lord 
comes to Jeremiah’s aid through a  
Cushite and the King reverses their  
orders.  
 
In the Second Reading to the  
Hebrews, we read how the author 
encourages the community to perse-
vere in running the race, keeping their 
eyes fixed on Jesus who is a perfect 
model of faith for those who believe in 
Him. The author of Hebrews reminds 
the baptized that committing their life 
to Jesus will entail suffering. The  
baptize will follow Jesus’ example by 
enduring the opposition of those who 
rely on human wisdom.  
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read a diffi-
cult passage. Jesus’s statement that 
he has come to bring fire upon the 
earth might be best understood as 
some type of purification that needs 
to take place. We read in this week 
Gospel a challenge and a reality, that 
to be a follower of Jesus means that 
we must make many difficult choices, 
choices that will not always be popular 
with friends and family.  
 
A faithful disciple of the Lord will face  
opposition for living the truth and  
values of God’s kingdom. When  
confronted, we must keep our eyes 
fixed on Jesus and preserve in running 
the race. Let us persevere, run the 
race with courage, rid ourselves of 
anything that pulls us away from the 
Lord.  
 
Assumption—August 15 
This coming Monday, August 15 is the 
Feast of the Assumption of our 
Blessed Mother. Please note that  

because this Holy Day falls on a  

Monday this year, IT IS NOT A HOLY 
DAY OF OBLIGATION. We will still have 
the regular 9am mass held at St. Bede 
Church, of St. Mary Magdalene Parish 
in Point Breeze. 

 
Labor Day—September 5 
Please join us for 8am mass at St.  
Benedict the Moor Church on Labor 
Day, Monday, September 5. The City 
of Pittsburgh will also be conducting 
its annual Labor Day Parade! 
 
RCIA 
Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic faith? Are you baptized in  
another faith and would like to be  
Catholic? Are you baptized Catholic 
but need communion and or  
confirmed? The Rite of Christian  
Initiation Program (RCIA) will be 
starting after Labor Day. Please give 
me a call at (412) 661-7222 ext. 202 or 
e-mail at tburke@diopitt.org  to  
discuss.  
 
Parish Improvements 
We are seeking out three bids to have 
our parking lot repaved and new lines 
painted. I am working with the  
Finance Council and the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, Office of Property and 
Planning with this project. 
 
We are also looking into getting an  
electronic gate to safely secure our 
parking lot. Funds from our Campaign 
for the Church Alive will help pay for 
this much needed project. 
 

Something to Think About… 

The Cross will not crush you; if its 
weight makes you stagger, its power 
will also sustain you.  

- St. Padre Pio 

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
Rev.  Thomas J. Burke 

Pastor 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Catholics in 
the diocese of 
Pittsburgh are 
about to 
receive a 
beautiful gift. 
For the past 

three weeks I have been working 
with eight talented people, under 
the direction of John DePasquale, 
a parishioner from St. Paul Cathe-
dral, to produce a beautiful audi-
ble scriptural rosary that will be 
broadcast in this diocese over the 
radio and available on the internet 
throughout the world. 

This recitation of the Most Holy 
Rosary is not an ordinary presen-
tation; at the beginning of each 
mystery we have included dra-
matic readings of selective passag-
es from sacred scripture. The Bible 
and the Rosary will come alive 
when you hear it. Through the 
four mysteries of the Rosary --
Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful, and 
Glorious -- listeners will have an 
opportunity to pray along with 
passages of the Bible and enter 
more deeply in a relationship with 
Christ through our Blessed 
Mother. 

Participants in this project includ-
ed people who are experienced in 
theater and radio, and who are 
devoted to Mary. This beautiful 
prayer will appeal to Protestants, 
due to its focus on the Bible and 
illumination of passages from 
sacred scripture. It will appeal to 
Catholics, due to its celebration of 
mysteries that Mary pondered in 
her heart. For those who have 
found the Rosary too dry and 
repetitious for their tastes, there 
will be an opportunity to 
experience this prayer in a new 

way and perhaps, for the first 
time, enter into the meditative 
and contemplative depths of this 
ancient Christian devotion.

This project is a testimony to the 
beauty, goodness, and truth that 
radiate from the parishes of St. 
Paul Cathedral, St. Benedict the 
Moor, and St. Mary Magdalene. It 
draws upon the treasury of spiritu-
al gifts that have graced the 
universal Catholic Church. 

This is how evangelization works. 
People first encounter Christ 
through the beauty of the 
Church’s art, liturgy, and prayers. 
This leads them to want to probe 
deeper, into questions of ethics 
and morality as they ask, “What 
does it mean to live a good life? 
How is it possible to live in that 
way?” Finally, they become open 
to an encounter with Truth that 
comes together for us in the 
mingling of faith and reason. They 
begin to appreciate the richness of 
the many branches of the Church’s 
theology and teachings.

In the months ahead, you will hear 
more about these broadcasts but 
for now you can listen and pray 
this scriptural rosary every evening 
at 7 pm at 620 AM, 94.1 or 102.1 
FM.  102.1. The FM station will 
give you the best reception in the 
City of Pittsburgh. A life of prayer 
is the foundation of our faith. This 
dramatized scriptural rosary will 
overflow with blessings as you 
grow closer to Our Blessed Mother 
and, through her, you encounter 
the mysteries of Jesus Christ.

Fr. David Taylor

It is said that there 
can be no greater 
challenge to peace 
than teaching and 
living justice, truth, 
and upholding the 
dignity of all       
people. Real peace, 

as taught by Christ, can lead to all 
kind of divisions and conflicts. When 
God gave a call to the Prophets, he 
was aware of the challenge before 
them. Jeremiah’s suffering was a   
direct result of his speaking the truth 
to power and hatred.

Jesus asked for the same kind of 
commitment from his disciples. Jesus 
did not come for division or to cause 
trouble or break up families, but he 
was determined to live and proclaim 
the truth. In the Early Church conver-
sion to Christianity could easily lead 
to rejection by family and friends. His 
Proclamation that the Kingdom of 
God was open to all, was often       
rejected. His very presence disturbed 
the “peace and tranquility” of many.

I have experienced many occasions 
where families are divided because 
of faith and religious differences. This 
can occur in family weddings and 
funerals. Often the wishes of the   
deceased can be overlooked because 
of family divisions, and weddings can 
be compromised because of family 
discords. 

Following Christ will always entail 
tension and sometimes serious     
divisions, but Jesus was never for 
compromising his truth. The         
challenge for us is that we must be 
moral decision makers and daily    
authenticate these decisions. In the 
words of the late John Lewis, there is 
nothing wrong with experiencing 
"good trouble".
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