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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

AUGUST 21, 2022 



2     AUGUST 21, 2022  ●  TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

August 21 11:00 am  
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Otis Davis 

(Keith & Brenda Younger) 

August 28 11:00 am  
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Lamia Whaby 

(Simone Hickey) 

 

Stewardship AUGUST 14 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,748.00 $365.00 $309.00 

Birthdays  
August 21 —August 27 

 
Damitra Penny-Harris 

Caroline Roach 

Malcolm Thompson 

Madison Davis 

Diana James 

Isreal Mulbah 

Mariah Tillman 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul's  
170th Anniversary Fundraiser  

 
Please support your Mother Teresa Conference in aiding our 

Neighbors in need by prayerfully considering joining the  
Conference!  Since last Fall, the Conference has already  
provided over $13,500 in rent, utility, furniture, food and 
clothing assistance. With your help, the Conference can  

continue strong! If volunteering is not on your radar, stop in 
the back of Church, post-Mass, the weekend of August 21 and 

28 to say hello to your Conference members and pick up a  
raffle ticket!  For $5 you receive a chance to win $5,000, 
$2,500 or $1,000; and for $20 you receive five tickets.  

All donations from Raffle tickets support the work of our 
Mother Teresa Conference right outside our Church doors!  

Thank you and may God Bless you!  
SvdpStTeresaPgh@gmail.com  PH: 412-204-7446 

Golden Wedding Anniversary 
Each year the diocese recognizes the crowning achievement of 
those couples celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary with a 

Mass presided by Bishop Zubik at St. Paul’s Cathedral, followed by 
a cookie reception.   

 
Couples can RSVP by contacting their parish office which then 
submits the following information on their behalf (to Sylvia 
Gaudelli 412-436-0088, or sylvia@renewtheido.org): 
• Husband name 
• Wife name 
• Couple’s mailing address 
• Couple’s phone 
 
The deadline to RSVP is September 30.  Participants will receive a 

personal invitation with instructions after the parish submits the 

names of those who will attend.  Should any COVID restrictions be 

required, couples will be notified prior to the event. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Strive to Enter Through the  
Narrow Gate! 
Recently I took a drive out to the 
Wilkes-Barre/ Scranton Area in North-
eastern Pennsylvania. In Scranton, I 
visited the Luzerne County Court 
House, St. Peter Cathedral, the  
Diocese of Scranton Pastoral Offices, 
and Steamtown. I used my GPS  
System to give me directions to these 
historic places.  
 
When I arrived in Wilkes-Barre, I want-
ed to visit the Mohegan Sun Arena 
which is where the Farm team of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins play. When I 
asked SIRI to find directions to the 
arena, I made many left-hand and 
right-hand turns but soon found I was 
driving in circles in a shopping center 
parking lot. What I did not realize is 
that the arena was behind the shop-
ping center with a gate separating the 
two properties. Talk about needing to 
recalculate my route! 
 
This weekend we celebrate the Twen-
ty-first Sunday in Ordinary time. The 
readings focus on our journey of life as 
disciples. This journey is not a short 
sprint but a long marathon. The  
narrow gate is always there. But we 
are not alone, and we have food for 
the journey. Our eucharistic celebra-
tion strengthens us and gives us the 
grace to continue our journey to be 
faithful. 

In the First Reading from the Prophet 
Isaiah, we read among the very last 
verses of the Book that describes the 
end time that also includes a great  
gathering of people. Gentiles and Jews 
living in distant lands will all be reunit-
ed to behold God’s glory. 
 
In the Second Reading to the  
Hebrews, we read a quote from one of 
the Wisdom books, the Book of  
Proverbs, that urges the reader not to 
dismiss or be disheartened by the  
disciple of the Lord. God’s process for 
forming us spiritually are mysterious. 
Setbacks in life may help make us 
grow stronger. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read one of 
the many references in Luke about  
Jesus’ teaching about salvation. In this 
passage, Jesus advises that we live  
vigilantly, in expectation of judgement 
so that we may be invited into the  
master’s house when the time comes. 
 
Salvation is depicted as a narrow gate 
that requires strength and skill to  
navigate. Christian life is not easy, and 
many who begin the process become 
overwhelmed by its demands. 
 
Each of us is called to be a prophet, 
we are called to speak the truth. Jesus 
warns the people that rather than 
looking at who is in and who is out of 
the kingdom of God, they should be  
concerned about their own hearts. Let 
us keep our eyes focused on the 
“narrow gate.”  
 
No one is to be excluded from the 
kingdom, for all peoples are called to  
proclaim the praises of the Lord. No 
ethnic or religious group possesses  
exclusive right to the kingdom. God 
wills that all people may be saved, and 
he showers his grace and the gifts of 
his Holy Spirit freely to everyone. Let 
us pray for unity in the church, that all 
Christians may value the oneness of 

our faith and pray for all nations of the 
world. Let us pray for peace and unity. 
 
Labor Day—September 5 
Please join us for 8am mass at St.  
Benedict the Moor Church on Labor 
Day, Monday, September 5. The City 
of  Pittsburgh will also be conducting 
its annual Labor Day Parade! 
 
RCIA 
Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic faith? Are you baptized in  
another faith and would like to be  
Catholic? Are you baptized Catholic 
but need communion and or  
confirmed? The Rite of Christian  
Initiation Program (RCIA) will be 
starting after Labor Day. Please give 
me a call at (412) 661-7222 ext. 202 or 
e-mail at tburke@diopitt.org  to  
discuss.  
 
Parish Improvements 
Our Office Manager, Priscilla Davis, 
and I are going through old boxes of 
files that have been sitting around the 
rectory basement for many years. We 
are going through to see what should 
stay and what should be discarded as 
we continue to clean up the office.  
 
Our Maintenance Staff is looking at 
painting the Youth Room downstairs 
in the Rectory basement and we are  

looking at getting some new carpeting 
to spruce things up before the  

Religious Education Program resumes 
in October.  

 

Something to Think About… 

“Start by doing what is necessary; 
then do what’s possible; and suddenly 
you are doing the impossible.” 

- St. Francis of Assisi 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
Rev.  Thomas J. Burke 

Pastor 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Many people 
would be sur-
prised to know 
that Christians are 
not primarily 
people of a Book, 
the Bible. Rather, 
we are primarily 
people of an 

encounter with the living God. The Book is 
a result of that encounter. Nonetheless, 
the Bible is important because it tells the 
story of the history of salvation and our 
collective journey with God. When we lose 
sight of the story, we find it hard to 
appreciate the encounter.

One of the most rewarding things that 
Catholics can do is to identify, recognize, 
and explore our stories as individuals and 
as a community of faith. Now, we have 
both religious and secular aids to help us 
to do this. Over the past few months, I 
have listened to the desires of Catholics 
and non-Catholics of all ages. Several 
things are clear: young people are looking 
for authenticity in the church and in every-
day life. Most people of all ages want to 
learn how to share and appreciate each 
other’s stories. Most people want to learn 
effective methods of prayer. And a 
surprising number of Catholics and former 
Catholics want to find ways to enter more 
deeply into the mysteries of faith.

In their search for authenticity, young 
people will find a great deal of it on a 
relatively new radio station in Pittsburgh: 
Boost 97.9 FM, which plays contemporary 
Christian music. Don’t laugh. You will find 
surprisingly good faith-based Hip Hop on 
this station, even if Hip Hop is not your 
musical genre of choice. The lyrics you will 
hear on this station enter into an honest 
description of the struggle to find one’s 
way in a world of deceptive images and 
artificial personalities. If you’ve been 
jaded by commercial Hip Hop, give this 
station’s contemporary Christian Hip Hop 
a listen. You won’t regret it.

Secondly, almost all of us want to learn 
how to share and appreciate each other’s 
stories. David Shifren, who holds a 
graduate degree in Fiction Writing and has 
written published novels of his own, is 
leading a short stories discussion group at 
the University of Pittsburgh’s Community 
Engagement Centers from 11:00 to 12:30 
every Wednesday afternoon in Home-

wood and at the same time on Thursdays 
in the Hill District. Dave and I have been 
friends for more than a decade. He is a 
veteran of the Police Force for the City of 
Pittsburgh and uses his understanding of 
human beings and engagement in the 
community not only to explore stories, but 
for a constructive community-oriented 
approach to policing. The reading group is 
targeted at people who are age 50 or 
older. Participants will discover how litera-
ture enables us to think more clearly and 
grow in our understanding of people and 
the situations we find ourselves in. 
Contact Torie at 412-383-0830 for more 
information.

Many people have also said that they 
want to enter more deeply into the 
mysteries of life and faith through stories. 
One of our newest parishioners at St. 
Mary Magdalene, Mary O'Shan Overton, is 
the director of the new Center for Writing 
and Learning Support at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary. This fall, she will 
begin offering anyone who is interested an 
opportunity to enter the rich contempla-
tive and storytelling traditions in the 
Catholic Church, rooted in Sacred 
Scripture. She reminds us that Jesus him-
self was a Master Storyteller and she 
invites all who are interested to join us for 
an hour of engagement with the Scrip-
tures each week through creative writing 
and the visual arts. This will lead to telling 
our own stories of faith in relation to the 
overall Christian story and vision. You will 
hear more about this in the weeks ahead.

Finally, many have said that they want to 
learn how to pray. Every evening at 7 PM, 
station 102.1 FM is broadcasting a new, 
dramatized Scriptural Rosary. This daily 
broadcast brings passages from the Bible 
to life and makes meditative prayer on 
Sacred Scripture more accessible to every-
one, including those who, in the past, 
have found praying the Rosary difficult. I 
found it inspiring to work with talented 
performing artists over the summer to 
create this beautiful tribute to Our Blessed 
Mother.

Authenticity, reading short stories, telling 
and sharing our stories, learning how to 
pray, and delving into the mysteries of our 
faith; these are activities that bring rich-
ness and beauty into our lives, enable us 
to share our gifts, and help us to love and 
better understand the people we live with 
every day. They are opportunities for all of 
us to live richer and fuller lives.

Fr. David Taylor

There are two 
pictures which 
always fascinated 
me in my earlier 
years. In my grand-
mother's home there 
were two very 
symbolic portraits. 

One was of Jesus knocking at the door, 
the other picture was of Jesus standing 
at the gate. The challenge was the 
ability to gain acceptance within. Gates 
and doors can be seen from different 
perspectives. They are both entries and 
barriers. The goal is to gain access, but 
many see them as barriers.

On a trip visiting my brother in South-
ern California, I was amazed to learn of 
so many very wealthy gated communi-
ties. Beside the main entry gates, 
which allowed entry with proper 
credentials, there were smaller gated 
entrances to each private estate or 
residence. These smaller entrances 
were only for a "selected few”.

When Jesus spoke of the narrow gate, 
he emphasized that anyone could gain 
entry with the proper spiritual creden-
tials. The willingness to serve as a disci-
ple was an essential criterion. Jesus 
preferred an open-door policy with 
essential requirements. Some rejected 
him because of this accessibility. 

Although the gate is narrow, God has 
given each of us an equal opportunity 
to enter his Kingdom. His Kingdom is 
never a private club for a privileged 
few. The way we live and serve 
becomes our entry.

We emphasize in the church today an 
open-door policy where all are wel-
come, but an open door means little 
without an open heart. Jesus knew that 
Heaven could never be a gated com-
munity. A barrier can only be made by 
the way we choose to live. Salvation is 
ultimately a gift from God, but we still 
have to pass the test of discipleship.
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