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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2022 



2     SEPTEMBER 4, 2022  ●  TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

September 4 11:00 am  
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 

Feast Day of Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

(Mother Teresa Conference of SVdP) 

September 11 11:00 am  
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Feast Day of Blessed Frederic Ozanam 

(Mother Teresa Conference of SVdP) 

 

Stewardship AUGUST 28 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,515.00 $210.00 $476.00 

Birthdays  
September 4th — September 10th 

 
Sandra Johnson 

David Hudson 

Paulette Threatt-Moody 

Lakisha Johnson 

Roderick Rutherford Jr. 
Happy Birthday!! 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR  
CONGRESS XIII 

So you may begin to save and plan,  
here are the registration details for Congress XIII 

 
July 20 - July 23, 2023 
National Harbor, MD 

Early bird registration - August 2022 through February 28, 2023 
Adult (19 years +) $395, after 2/28/23 $495 

Child (13-18 years) $350, after 2/28/23 $440 
 

Room reservation rate for Congress attendees; incl. Standard, 
King or 2 Queen beds:  All taxes and fees are included; and rate 

is available 2 days prior and 2 days after event. Rate is per  
person, per night, $247.94 

 
Further info shared soon...Plan for your roommate(s) 

 
Contact Congress Team Members for inquiries: 

Gwen Young, Carol Johnson, Janice Simmons, Marilyn Dunson, 
Vicki Betsill, Toni Long, Yinka Aganga Williams, Rick Zoucha, 
Caroline Roach } SBTM.....Bill Rawlings, Teresa Maynor, Victor 

Thorpe, Fr. Dave Taylor } SMM...Grace Orsatti} St. Jude 

This week  

the Sanctuary  

Candle 

 is Lit in Memory of 

Lamia Whaby by 

Simone Hickey 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on 
KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is September 11th. A link to the  
podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Happy Labor Day! 
Recently, five new men began studies at 
St. Paul Seminary in Crafton to begin 
their studies for the Priesthood. One of 
my friends is Pastor of one of the new 
Seminarian’s and he said that his parish-
ioner was the first one to arrive on  
campus full of excitement to move into 
his dorm and start his studies. I can  
remember that same feeling back in 
August of 1995, twenty-seven years ago, 
when I packed up my belongings from 
home in Carrick to start school. A lot has 
changed in twenty-seven years, I am 
older, wiser, and seen the ups and 
downs of being Catholic, and being a 
Pastor in two inner-city parishes of St. 
Benedict the Moor and St. Mary Magda-
lene. 
 
This weekend we celebrate the Twenty-
Third Sunday of Ordinary Time. All the 
readings focus on discipleship. 
 
In the First Reading from Wisdom, we 
read how a good servant prays to God 
for the divine wisdom necessary to grow 
in faith. This reading is drawn from a 
prayer for the gift of Wisdom. The  
author, King Solomon, turns to God for 
help and prays that God will favor him 
with the proper perspective on life that 
comes with the gift of divine spirit. 
 
In the Second Reading from Philemon, 
we read how Paul urges his friend,  
Philemon, to welcome Onesimus, as 
brother, not a slave.  
 

In the Gospel of Luke, we read how  
Jesus sets forth lofty standards required 
for everyone desiring to become a disci-
ple. As Jesus continues his journey  
towards Jerusalem, he preaches that to 
be a disciple requires a willingness to be 
totally configured to the cross. 
 
Discipleship is not about acquiring  
power, glory, or fame. The power of the 
gospel is the power of the cross. God’s 
wisdom guides us along the right path. 
Knowing and accepting Christ’s love will 
help us to spiral out into other aspects 
of our lives. We respond to Christ’s love 
by extending it to others. Jesus is not 
calling his disciples to be miserable but 
calling us to examine our motives. The 
road of life will be tough, but the reward 
of the resurrection will be worth it.  
 
 
The Lord treats each of us with kindness 
and compassion and he invites us to 
extend the same to one another. Our 
faith is not something that exists only in 
church on Sunday’s but is meant to be a 
living faith, something abundantly alive 
that helps transform the world into the 
kingdom.  
 
Let us look at our own vocation calling 
life and see how we can utilize our gifts 
and talents to the best of our ability. 
Please continue to pray for an increase 
in Vocations to the Priesthood and the 
Religious Life and pray that many more 
people will answer the Lord’s call. 
 
Labor Day—September 5 
Please join us for 8 am mass at St.  
Benedict the Moor Church on Labor 
Day, Monday, September 5. The City of  
Pittsburgh will also be conducting its 
annual Labor Day Parade! Please note 
the parish offices will be closed for the 
holiday and reopen on Tuesday,  
September 6. 
 
Farewell Chris Catone 

Chris Catone, our Director of Music, has 
accepted an additional teaching position 
at the University of Pittsburgh. With his 

additional teaching duties, Chris has 
decided to resign as Director of Music at 
St. Benedict the Moor Parish, effective 
immediately. We thank Chris for his two 
years of service with us and wish him 
well. Antonia Long and Craig Yankes will 
share Music Ministry duties for the time 
being until a replacement can be hired.  

 
Parish Maintenance 
Matt Mertz Plumbing is repairing the 
first-floor bathroom in the rectory. A 
pipe below the floor is leaking.  

 
RCIA 
Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic faith? Are you baptized in  
another faith and would like to be  
Catholic? Are you baptized Catholic but 
need communion and or  
confirmed? The Rite of Christian  
Initiation Program (RCIA) will be starting 
after Labor Day. Please give me a call at 
(412) 661-7222 ext. 202 or e-mail at 
tburke@diopitt.org  to  
discuss.  
 
Vacation 2022 
Please note that I am currently on my 
annual vacation this week thru Sunday, 
September 18. Please hold any E-mail’s 
or phone calls until I return.  
 

Something to Think About… 
I want to live as He wishes and I want to 

serve Him as He likes, and nothing more. 
—St. Rose Venerini 

 

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
Rev.  Thomas J. Burke 

Pastor 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Last week, 
Bishop David 
Zubik gave me 
a new 
assignment; 
he has 
appointed me 
to be the 

chaplain for Oakland Catholic High 
School. He is not taking away my 
assignment to St. Benedict the 
Moor and St. Mary Magdalene 
parishes, rather he is adding 
something on. In making this 
assignment, the bishop empha-
sized the important role of 
Catholic education in the life of 
the Church, especially at this 
critical time.

What are the challenges we are 
facing in our Catholic schools and 
in education in general? Our 
biggest challenge is centered on 
questions concerning students’ 
identities. These are questions 
about race, gender, and social 
identity. In some ways, these 
questions are old; adolescence 
and young adulthood have always 
been periods when people have 
struggled to answer questions 
such as: “Who am I? What will 
become of me?” But in significant 
ways these questions are now 
harder and more complicated.

During the symposium of the 
Sister Thea Bowman Foundation 
scholars in Chicago last June, one 
of the students said to me, 
“Instagram is today’s version of 
online shopping.” She elaborated, 
“On instagram, people shop for 
different identities and they 
search for what will be popular.”

One should not be surprised when 
the search for identity and popu-
larity leaves the “shopper” feeling 

lonely and empty inside. We can 
change our outward appearances, 
we can change our circle of 
“friends,” we can identify our-
selves with a particular social or 
political cause, but none of these 
actions will address the spiritual 
poverty that is inside of us. In fact, 
much of this shopping around 
avoids deeper questions that lie at 
the core of our being: “Where did I 
come from? Where am I going? 
What is my destiny in the eyes of 
God?”

The theologian Hans Urs von 
Balthasar described our lives as 
being “theological dramas.” We 
live our lives as part of a drama 
that God has written but involves 
all of creation. We are not specta-
tors in the drama, but participants. 
At each moment we are faced 
with this question: “What will you 
choose: life or death, a blessing or 
a curse? Will you be a person or 
an object?”

Passing fads and external images 
will never fill the need that Jazz 
musician Charles Mingus 
described as “the hole in your 
soul.” We have to journey beneath 
what is on the surface and our 
transitory affiliations of partisans 
and friends. The process of moving 
beyond the superficial is 
unsettling. It is frightening. But 
Jesus calls us to “put out into the 
deep” (Luke 5:4). We are called to 
become authentic persons and to 
discover what it means to be in 
the image of our Creator. This 
should be the goal and the focus 
of Catholic education.

Fr. David Taylor

As l began to 
prepare for my 
studies for the 
priesthood, my 
family was in 
transition as well. 
They had made the 
decision to move 

from Southern Ohio to Pittsburgh. We 
had always hoped to keep our family 
together. Since my brother and I would 
be serving as priests in Pittsburgh and 
two of my brothers would be attending 
college in the area, hopefully we could 
still stay close as family. 

During the process, l left for Chicago to 
begin my studies in the seminary. Later 
when my parents were deceased some 
of us relocated throughout the 
country. In all of this we remain a very 
close family. 

Jesus valued family life. I often think of 
the Nativity season as a major family 
story. He never downplayed family life, 
but he knew that discipleship meant a 
willingness to travel and relocate for 
the greater good and service to others. 
He would often send his followers out 
on missionary journeys, and he knew 
the risks and loneliness they would 
have to be willing to undertake. He 
invited them to join him on the way to 
Jerusalem. The essence of family is 
spiritual connectedness, and we can 
always take joy in this family endeavor 
even when we may be physically 
distant from one another. 

Today's Gospel may seem harsh and 
uncaring, but Jesus is actually speaking 
of the many sacrifices often encoun-
tered in keeping each other spiritually 
connected. This is real discipleship.
When Jesus says, “come and follow 
me", he knows the sacrifice that we 
will encounter, but one of the greatest 
strengths of family is our willingness to 
stay the course even in the most 
difficult of times. This is who and what 
we are as a Church.
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