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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     SEPTEMBER 25, 2022  ●  TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

September 25 11:00 am  
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Feast Day of St. Vincent de Paul 

(Mother Teresa Conference of SVdP) 

October 2 11:00 am  
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 

Richard Moran 

(Jennifer Lynn Whitley) 

Stewardship September 18 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,661.00 $385.00 $128.00 

Birthdays  
September 25th — October 1st 

Helena Ashley 
Justin Ebo 

Ramani Harry 
Len Costa 

Chantal Nyirarukumbo 
Jennifer Ritter 
Norman Brice 

Oedies Williams 
Linda Brice 

Beatrice Byers 
Adam Dyer 
Shaina Long 

Taylor Tillman 
Michael Freker 

Jennifer Lynn Whitley 

Upcoming Events: 
October 9 — SBTM Parish will participate in National Faith & Blue Week-

end to help create safer and stronger communities by building bridges 
between law enforcement and local residents. Law enforcement officers 

from local departments and other agencies will be at the doors of our 
church to greet parishioners as they leave Mass. Please extend a warm 

greeting to the officers and remember to keep them in your prayers.  For 
more information, visit https://diopitt.org/national-faith-blue-weekend 

 
Nov. 4-5 - Come for a retreat with Immaculée Ilibagiza, Rwandan Ameri-
can author and survivor of the Rwandan genocide. This retreat includes 
Immaculée's witness of the power of prayer, miracles of the Rosary, and 

inspirational music. The retreat takes place at St. Alexis Church of St.  
Aidan Parish. The cost to attend is $57. For more information and to  

register, visit: https://www.immaculee.com/collections/retreats 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on 
KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is today, September 25th. A link to the  
podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Black Facts — Sept 25  
“Activist and writer, bell hooks, was born September 25, 1952, in 

Hopkinsville, Kentucky. hooks, who was Distinguished Professor in 
Residence at Berea College, was best known for her writings on 
race, feminism, and class. The focus of hooks’ writing was to ex-

plore the intersectionality of race, capitalism, gender, and what she 
described as their ability to produce and perpetuate systems 

of oppression and class domination.  
 

She published 40 books, including works that ranged from essays 
and poetry to children's books. She published numerous scholarly 
articles, appeared in documentary films, and participated in public 

lectures. Her book, Ain’t I a Woman: Black Women and Femi-
nism (1981), was named by Publisher’s Weekly as one of the 20 

most influential books published in 20 years. hooks was the winner 
of the Writer’s Award from the Lila-Wallace—Reader’s Digest Fund 
and had been named one of the nation’s leading public intellectuals 

by the Atlantic. hooks died in 2021 at the age of 69.” 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Love One Another! 
This weekend we celebrate the 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday of Ordinary 
Time. The readings this weekend 
focus on being aware of the people 
around us, and to help the poor, the 
less fortunate and be attentive to 
those in need. God’s love and mercy 
must be manifest in our care for 
those around us. 
 
In the first reading from the Prophet 
Amos, we read how the prophet has 
a stern warning for his people who 
enjoy many possessions yet ignore 
the needs of the poor. They have 
forgotten that everything they enjoy 
is a gift from God.  
 
In the Second Reading from Paul to 
Timothy, we read how Paul urges 
the people of faith to remain faithful 
to the Lord’s commands. At the end 
of time, Jesus will be revealed as 
universal King and Lord of all. St. 
Paul gives the template for living 
justly. We must pursue righteous-
ness, devotion, faith, love, patience, 
and gentleness. Let us examine how 
we treat people who are less fortu-
nate than we are. 
 
In the Gospel of St Luke, we read the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus. 
Wealth can never take the place of 
God. And only God can save. The 
parable points to God’s loving  
concern for those who are in need. 
Jesus reprimands the Pharisees for 
ignoring the needs of the poor. He is 
trying to teach them to soften their 
hearts. When someone is in need, 
we may not be able to solve all their 
problems, but we can offer some 
help to ease their sadness and 
suffering. 
 

God does hope our hearts will be 
stirred by the sufferings of our 
neighbors, enough that we will work 
actively toward a more just, loving, 
and inclusive world. Let us be open 
to loving another. 
 
Parish Share 2022 
Every parish in the Diocese of  
Pittsburgh participates in the Parish 
Share Program which helps operate 
the Diocesan Pastoral Center and  
St. Paul Seminary in Crafton, the 
Hospital Chaplaincy programs at our 
local hospitals, Campus Ministry  
Programs at our local colleges and 
universities, and helps with training 
and programs for our schoolteachers 
and religious education catechists. 
We all benefit from parish share!  
 
This year, St. Benedict the Moor 
Parish’s goal is $30,000. We have 
collected $3,000 so far. Please help 
us reach our goal by making a  
contribution payable to St. Benedict 
the Moor Parish and memo the gift 
“Parish Share.” Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
Faith Direct/Online Giving 
If you travel frequently or cannot 
make it to St. Benedict the Moor for 
mass on a regular basis, but still 
want to be a member and contribute 
to the parish, you can sign up for 
Faith Direct which is our secure, 
online giving program.  
 
You can control your deductions 
from your checking account and not 
worry about the envelopes. If you 
are interested in this wonderful  
program, extra brochures are in the 
church lobby, or you can contact 
Priscilla Davis at the parish office or 
via the internet www.faithdirect.net. 
Our parish code is PA1097. It is an 
easy, safe way to contribute to the 
parish. 
 
Parish Maintenance 
Baldwin Asphalt Company recently 
repaired and repaved our parking 
lot. We have a total of thirty parking 
spaces (two of which are for the 
handicap).  
 
The first-floor bathroom in the  
rectory is still out of service. A pipe 
below the floor is leaking. We are on 
the waiting list with Matt Mertz 
Plumbing to repair the leak. 

Matt Mertz Plumbing will also be 
conducting a backflow test for the 
church. This is a yearly requirement 
test from the City of Pittsburgh. 
 
RCIA 
Do you want to learn more about 
the Catholic faith? Are you baptized 
in another faith and would like to be 
Catholic? Are you baptized Catholic 
but need communion and or  
confirmed? The Rite of Christian 
Initiation Program (RCIA) meets 
Tuesday evenings at 7pm in the St. 
Bede Activity Room in Point Breeze. 
Please contact Teresa Maynor at St. 
Mary Magdalene Parish at 412-661-
7222 ext. 205 or email at  
tmaynor@stmarymagpgh.org 
 
Religious Education/ 
Youth Ministry 
We need a Third and Fourth Grade  
Catechist for our Religious Education 
Program, and are looking for adult 
leaders to help with our Youth  
Program. If you are interested, 
please contact Lisa Joy Finch at mass 
or email at Finchlisajoy@gmail.com  
 

Something to Think About… 

“The Lord has loved me so much: 
we must love everyone. We must 
be compassionate.” 

- St. Josephine Bakhita 
 
 
 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Rev. Thomas J. Burke 
Pastor 

E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

In every univer-
sity and high 
school I have 
visited during 
my two years of 
ordained minis-
try, I have met 
two types of 

students: one type deeply appreciates 
the teaching and spirituality of the 
church. This type of student wants 
guidance on how to deepen their 
prayer life and spirituality. They also 
want to learn how to understand 
sacred scripture.

The second type questions many of 
the teachings and rituals of the 
Catholic Church. This type of student 
has compassion for humanity and 
wants to preserve the natural envi-
ronment but believes that the Church 
does not share in this compassion and 
these concerns. They sincerely want 
answers to controversial and 
challenging questions people face in 
the 21st century.

Those of us who are involved in 
Catholic education, including parents 
and friends, must prepare ourselves 
to respond to both types of questions. 
In fact, these questions are similar to 
the questions adults are asking, in-
cluding adults who are advanced in 
their years. 

I have found that I should begin with 
the basics: whatever else Christianity 
entails, the life of the Christian starts 
with an encounter with Christ. While 
we value the Bible as the Word of 
God, and the Lord speaks to us 
through that sacred text, we are not 
people of the Book; we are people of 
the encounter. Our journey of faith 
begins with an encounter with the 
living Christ.

There are many ways that people en-
counter Christ; some first encounter 
Christ when they meet people who 
touch their lives in uncommon ways, 
awakening in them a sense of their 
dignity as children of God. Others 

initially encounter Christ when they 
experience awe and wonder in the 
natural environment of God’s crea-
tion. Some first experience Christ in 
the beauty of religious art, music, and 
liturgical celebrations, including times 
when they receive the sacraments. 
Others first experience the presence 
of Christ through the wisdom they 
find in the Bible and religious writing.

Christian discipleship begins with an 
encounter and deepens with an 
appreciation for the sense of mystery. 
It is not unreasonable to define Chris-
tianity as being an endless fascination 
with God, who is revealed to us in the 
liturgy, sacraments, and sacred scrip-
ture of the Church.  It is also an end-
less fascination with Christ as we 
encounter him in the experiences that 
we have and the people we meet. 

At the heart of Christianity is a willing-
ness to enter into the mystery. Some 
people try to avoid the mystery of 
faith by grasping at superficial 
“answers” to avoid dwelling on 
uncomfortable questions. But if there 
is one thing people learn from reading 
the poetry and stories in the Bible, the 
Bible is not the answer to your ques-
tions; it is the question to your 
answers. 

The stories and parables in the Bible 
will challenge everything that you 
thought you already knew about God. 
The nature of an encounter and a 
relationship is the willingness to be 
open to discovering new things about 
the person we love, including God 
Himself. 

Whether a person is interested in 
deepening their interior life or trying 
to make sense of Church teachings in 
the 21st century, there can be no 
substitute for face-to-face human 
encounters, the situations we find 
ourselves in, building relationships, 
entering into the mystery, the endless 
fascination with what is revealed in 
those mysteries, and the connected-
ness and interpenetration of the 
things of heaven and the things on 
earth.

Fr. David Taylor

It is often said that 
generosity, for the 
person of faith, must 
be a way of life. The 
church reinforces 
this way of living in 
its teachings, but it 
always begins at 

home in the way we learn to live and 
care for others.

On several occasions my parents took 
in families and individuals who were 
either destitute or homeless. This was 
a significant challenge in that we were 
a large family and often needed help 
from others. Somehow, we knew that 
God would provide. Living with many 
needs can be a great motivator in help-
ing others. This background gave a lot 
of encouragement to me in discerning 
a vocation to ministry.

This Sunday’s Gospel from Luke is 
referred to as one of his stories of the 
great reversal. The story is stark and 
clear, offering little to the imagination. 
Jesus calls us to a "new" way of living 
based upon discipleship, love, and care 
for others. We will all be judged by love 
and there are no other options. 

The story is not a scare tactic but a 
clear reminder of how we are to live. 
Wealth and poverty are realities in our 
life. They are not evils in themselves; 
they are challenges to our everyday life 
calling us to respond according to our 
circumstances and blessings. It is what 
we do with what we have that makes 
the difference.

Here in Pittsburgh, you can drive 
through neighborhoods which appear 
to be in different worlds. While this is 
not true, they are clear signals of both 
care and neglect, and only we can 
change these realities. In the end we 
are all beggars before God, and        
because of this we must never be 
afraid to share what we have, no 
matter how much or less. God is not 
outdone in generosity.
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