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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     OCTOBER 2, 2022  ●  TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

October 2 11:00 am  
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Richard Moran 

(Jennifer Lynn Whitley) 

October 9 11:00 am  
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Gertrude Stott 

(Victoria Betsill) 

 

Stewardship September 25 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2059.75 $350.00 $415.00 

Birthdays  
October 2nd — October 8th 

 
Ira Ritter Sr. 

Francesca Laroche 
Patricia Ellis 

The 2022 Fall Speakers Series of the  Association of Pittsburgh Priests 
continues on Wednesday, October 19 at 7:00 PM via Zoom with Paul 
C. Taylor, a professor of philosophy at Vanderbilt University. His topic 

is: “Dark Is the Best Thing the Future Can Be: An Archeology of 
Hope.”  

We live in what many would readily describe as dark times.  These 
times have brought (among much else) a once-in-a-century public 

health crisis, the continued redemption of toxic white supremacy and 
autocratic leadership declining trust in and support for public          

institutions, and growing evidence of impending climate devastation.     

 “Dark Is the Best Thing the Future Can Be” will consider some scenes 
of devastation that define our desperate times, and mine them for 

insights into our predicaments and our prospects.   

The event is open to the public. Participants can register at 
www.associationofpittsburghpriests.com. For more information and 

questions, contact Fr. John Oesterle at 412-232-7512 or at      
johnoesterle2@gmail.com     

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is 
October 9th, with guests Dr. Karen Hall, Athletic Director at Oakland 
Catholic and also a St. Benedict the Moor parishioner, and Bill Barton, 
Athletic Director at North Catholic. The topic will be "What makes a 
Catholic Scholar Athlete?”. A link to the podcasts of the program is on 
KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Open Retreat for Men and Women  
presented by the Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary with  

Fr. Thomas Burke as Retreat Master on Saturday, October 22, from 
9 am to 12 pm in St. James Chapel,  

718 Franklin Avenue, Wilkinsburg 15221.   
A continental breakfast will be served at 8:30 am and lunch will 

start at 12 pm. Please RSVP by Monday, October 17, to  
Joyce Broadus at joycebroadus66@gmail.com.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Increase Our Faith! 
This weekend we celebrate the Twenty-
Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time. The 
readings this weekend focus on asking 
God to help us increase our faith. 
 
In the first reading from Habakkuk, we 
read how a prophet has assurance from 
God that his question will have an  
answer. The Book of Habakkuk is often 
referred to as one of the “Twelve Minor 
Prophets” in the Old Testament, regard-
ing the length of his book which is only 
three chapters long. His message  
focuses on challenging the people to 
never allow present circumstances to 
weaken their faith and their trust in 
God. This reading focuses on violence, 
misery, destruction, and strife. Habak-
kuk cries out “where is the Lord?” and is 
determined to get an answer from God, 
and God responds by assuring the 
prophet that God’s saving work is  
unfolding and will not fail.  
 
As violence continues to rise in our cities 
and neighborhoods, hurricanes and  
forest fires, pandemics like Covid-19 and 
Monkeypox, we too can cry out in pain, 
anger, and hopelessness. Amos, Hosea, 
Micah, and Isaiah, saw injustice in their 
societies and condemned it, reassuring 
the people that God will judge such 
wickedness.  
 
In the second reading from the Letter to 
Timothy, we read how Paul celebrates 
the gift of the spirit and the message of 
the Gospel. He encourages Timothy to 

trust in God and remain loyal to the 
message. In the Gospel of Luke, the 
Apostles ask Jesus to increase their 
faith. Jesus points to a mulberry tree 
and tells them that if they have faith the 
size of the tiniest seed, it will grow into 
bigger and better things. Even a little 
faith in Jesus can achieve remarkable 
outcomes.  
 
Genuine faith involves a capacity to wait 
patiently and in hope for God’s vision to 
unfold in his time. God is always faithful 
to us. In the ups and downs of life, we 
do sometimes falter and stray away.  
 
Let us live out our vocational calling to 
live and spread the Good News and 
share our faith to others through acts of 
loving service, especially to the poor, 
the neglected, and the unloved in our 
society. Let us pray for our families,  
parents, and grandparents, who are the 
first evangelizers of their children, and 
pass that faith on to future generations. 
 

Blessing of the Pets 
In honor of the memorial of St. Francis 
of Assisi, Patron Saint of Animals, we will 
have the Blessing of Pets, this Sunday, 
October 2 at 12:30 pm on the green 
lawn in front of the St. Mary Magdalene 
Parish Office at the St. Bede Campus, 
509 South Dallas Avenue in Point 
Breeze. Please bring your furry little 
friend to get blessed!  

 
Confirmation 
Our students who are preparing to  
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 
on Sunday, October 16 at the 11am 
mass with Auxiliary Bishop William J.  
Walterscheid, are having a Confirmation 
Retreat next Saturday, October 8 at St. 
Benedict the Moor Church. We pray for 
our students, their sponsors, and their 
families as they prepare to receive the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Parish Share 2022 
Every parish in the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
participates in the Parish Share Program 
which helps operate the Diocesan Pasto-

ral Center and St. Paul Seminary in 
Crafton, the Hospital Chaplaincy  
programs at our local hospitals, Campus 
Ministry Programs at our local colleges 
and universities, and helps with training 
and programs for our schoolteachers 
and religious education catechists. We 
all benefit from parish share! This year, 
St. Benedict the Moor Parish’s goal is 
$30,000. We have collected $3,000 so 
far. Please help us reach our goal by 
making a contribution payable to St. 
Benedict the Moor Parish and memo the 
gift “Parish Share.” Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
Parish Maintenance 
Matt Mertz Plumbing has completed a 
Backflow test for the church. This is a 
yearly requirement test from the City of 
Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Water 
Authority, and we are now up to code.  
 
Clergy Convocation 
Please note that Fr. Matthew, Fr. Taylor, 
and I will be attending the Tri-Annual 
Clergy Convocation at Oglebay Park in 
Wheeling West Virginia this Monday, 
October 3 thru Thursday, October 6. 
Please hold any telephone messages or 
e-mails while I am away. In case of 
emergency please contact Priscilla Davis 
at the parish office.  
 
Happy Birthday! 
Happy Birthday to Jennifer Whitley, our 
Bulletin Editor, who celebrated her 
birthday this Wednesday, September 
28!  

 

Something to Think About… 
Trust your path. Every step in our  

journey will lead to growth! 

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Rev. Thomas J. Burke 
Pastor 

E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

What is charac-
teristic of 
Catholic 
literature and 
art? What 
should we 
expect from 
the Catholic 

artist and writer? Last spring and 
summer, the Frick Pittsburgh exhib-
ited 50 pieces of art by Romare 
Bearden (1911-1988). Bearden was 
an influential African American artist 
who spent part of his youth growing 
up in Pittsburgh. He was born in 
North Carolina and spent his adult 
years living in New York. 

The themes of Bearden’s work 
included the shame and pride of 
heritage connected to the survival 
of the legacy of enslavement in the 
United States, the social conditions 
of black Americans during the great 
migration to the north (1918-1922) 
through its aftermath for the next 
two generations in the 1970s and 
80s, the Harlem Renaissance (the 
1920s-30s), the rise of the jazz, 
bebop, and the blues, and the 
rituals of everyday life in the rural 
south and the urban north through-
out the 20th century. Bearden’s art-
work also depicted Western mythol-
ogy, epics, literature, and sacred 
scripture as seen through the lens of 
the everyday lives of African 
Americans.

There was something that was very 
“Catholic” about Bearden’s work, 
even though he probably was not a 
member of the Catholic Church. 
When I refer to Bearden’s Catholici-
ty, I am not just thinking about his 
depictions of the Annunciation, the 
Visitation, and the Passion of Christ; 
I am thinking about his insistence 
that the greatest art and literature 
have universal resonance. They 
explore the human condition, 
regardless of one’s race or the 

period of history in which one lives.

In a very Catholic way, Bearden 
depicted spiritual transcendence in 
everyday life and universality in 
particular cultural circumstances 
and experiences. As the printed 
guide to Bearden’s work pointed 
out: “Southern traditions, Harlem 
nights, and scenes from art and 
literature (recast with Black figures) 
are filtered through Bearden’s 
vision, telling an empowering tale of 
Black life in America.” As he 
matured, Bearden did not approach 
his depiction of African American 
life as one-dimensional political 
statements; instead, he sought to 
draw out the humanity of his 
subjects in all of their contradic-
tions.

In 1969, Bearden said of his work: 
“...It is not my aim to paint the 
Negro in America in terms of propa-
ganda. It is precisely my awareness 
of the distortions required of the 
polemicist that has caused me to 
paint the life of my people as I know 
it … passionately and dispassionate-
ly … my intention [...] is to reveal 
through pictorial complexities the 
richness of a life I know.”

This is the goal of the best of Catho-
lic literature and art: it is to capture 
the complexity and richness of 
everyday life; it is, as the printed 
guide pointed out, to see “struggle 
and strife, but also ritual, music, and 
joy” in our everyday experiences.

Father Matthew’s Dramatized 
Scriptural Rosary is broadcast every 
night at 7:00 PM on 102.1 FM. Also, 
Father Matthew’s Bible Study is on 
Zoom every Thursday night at 7:00 
PM. Please register: 
craffaele@stmaryma pgh.or . 

Fr. David Taylor

Waiting can always 
be a time of grace. 
We are living in 
times when many 
cannot appreciate 
the many spiritual 
opportunities 
afforded during a 

period of having our plans delayed or 
put on hold. This can be a time of 
reevaluating our priorities and seeing 
our challenges in a new faith-filled 
perspective. Putting our plans on 
hold can sometimes be to our 
spiritual advantage. 

Waiting for an important medical 
appointment or surgery can be a real 
test of faith. Several years ago, l 
arrived at a hospital early in the 
morning for a surgical procedure. 
While this can be a time of anxiety, it 
can also be a time of renewed faith. 
Right before l went into surgery l was 
informed that it had to be put on 
hold to address a medical risk. 
Although l was disappointed, I had to 
be thankful that this was discovered. 
It was an experience that both put 
my faith in action and gave me a new 
sense of patience. 

The prophet Habakkuk, like many 
others before and after him, was 
tested in the most weak and 
difficult times. Although he 
questioned God, he never gave up. 
He knew his prayer would be 
Answered, but only in God's time and 
not his own. When the Apostles 
asked for faith, Jesus knew the real 
issue was putting into practice what 
they already possessed. 

In the end, the outcomes of our 
greatest needs reside with God, and 
this is where faith always brings us to 
hope God's vision for our future is 
always on the way to fulfillment. 
Hope is always alive and will never 
disappoint.
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