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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

OCTOBER 16, 2022 



2     OCTOBER 16, 2022  ●  TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

October 16 11:00 am  
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

All Clergy 

Carl Younger 

(Keith & Brenda Younger) 

October 23 11:00 am  
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Lamia Whaby 

(Simone Hickey) 

 

Stewardship October 9 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,597.00 $510.00 $515.00 

Birthdays  
October 16th — October 22nd 

Solange Abatti 
Darrell Williams 

Lacey Hohl 
Andrew Lesnefsky 
Happy Birthday!! 

 
 

This week  

the Sanctuary  

Candle 

 is Lit in Memory of 

Deceased Kittel by 

Wilson Family 

Upcoming Events 
 

• After Mass on October 23rd and November 20th, we will view the 
new Stella Morris film "A Place at the Table: African Americans 
on the Path to Sainthood, 2022" in two parts.  This beautiful doc-
umentary film brings to life the stories of the six candidates to 
become the first  canonized African American saints. This docu-
mentary also tells the  story of Black Catholics in the   United 
States. A brief discussion will follow this one-hour viewing. We 
will serve refreshments. All are welcome to attend, regardless of 
race or the status of one's parish membership.  

 
• Open Retreat for Men and Women presented by the Knights of 

Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary with Fr. Thomas Burke as Retreat 
Master on Saturday, October 22, from 9 am to 12 pm in St. 
James Chapel, 718 Franklin Avenue, Wilkinsburg 15221.  A conti-
nental breakfast will be served at 8:30 am and lunch will start at 
12 pm. Please RSVP by Monday, October 17, to Joyce Broadus 
at joycebroadus66@gmail.com.  

Congratulations and Blessings to Our Confirmation Class! 
 

 
Dayebga Fomunjeng 

Marcellin Nshimyumukiza 
David Nshimyumukiza 

Olivia Rubin 
Owen Rubin 

Jonathan Freker 
Alicia Gasana 

Cordae Benning 
 
 

“Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be 
strong, let all that you do be done in love.”  

- 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Welcome Bishop Waltersheid! 
This weekend we celebrate the Twenty-
Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time. The 
readings focus on perseverance. 
 
In the First Reading from Exodus, we 
read how the tribes of Israel win a great 
victory by keeping their focus on God. 
During the entire battle, the people 
were able to see Moses on top of the 
hill, holding the staff of God. As long as 
they see God’s staff held high, the tribes 
prevail. 
 
In the Second Reading to Timothy, we 
read how Paul encourages us to remain 
faithful to the word of God in the scrip-
tures. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus uses the 
example of the Parable of the unjust 
judge and a poor widow, for the need to 
be persistent in prayer. The widow 
needed the judge to respect her rights, 
so she persisted in her demand for  
justice. Both Moses and the widow were 
rewarded for their persistence.  
 
Jesus instructs the disciples to pray  
always. We draw strength from God 
when we make persevering prayer our 
Christian way of life. Concerns about 
family, health, injustice, and violence 
inspires us to lift our hands up to the 
Lord for help. Let us take our worries 
and offer it up. Christian love takes 
work, perseverance, and community. 
Perseverance requires patience and 
centering on God’s grace. Patience 

trusts in the unfolding work of God. 
 
God’s love for us is manifested not simp-
ly in words but also in sacrifice, patience 
and persistence. As the Body of Christ, 
we can face any challenge, fight any 
battle, and overcome any adversity 
through the power of faith. 
 
In a secular, self-centered universe, we 
usually want quick, instant results or 
answers. Let us persevere in the Chris-
tian life as we journey to the Promised 
Land. Patience is a premium as we sit in 
traffic on the Parkway East or in the 
Squirrel Hill Tunnel or sit on the McKees 
Rocks Bridge through construction.  
 
Our second collection next Sunday is for 
World Missions. Please be as generous 
as possible.  
 
This weekend, welcome Auxiliary Bishop 
William J. Waltersheid and his Master of 
Ceremonies, Mr. Jim Finn, for the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation on our children at 
the 11am mass. We pray for our  
students, their sponsors, and their fami-
lies as they receive the Holy Spirit. Last 
Saturday, October 8, 2022, our students 
participated in a day long, Confirmation 
Retreat held at St. Benedict the Moor 
Church. Special thanks to Lisa Joy Finch, 
Jennifer Lynn Whitley, Esa Davis, Darrell 
Rubin, Olivia Rubin, Diana James, and 
Conrad Johnson for helping with the 
retreat.  
 

Parish Share 2022 
Every parish in the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
participates in the Parish Share Program 
which helps operate the Diocesan  
Pastoral Center and St. Paul Seminary in 
Crafton, the Hospital Chaplaincy  
programs at our local hospitals, Campus 
Ministry Programs at our local colleges 
and universities, and helps with training 
and programs for our schoolteachers 
and religious education catechists. We 
all benefit from parish share! This year, 
St. Benedict the Moor Parish’s goal is 
$30,000. We have collected $10,000 so 
far. Please help us reach our goal by 
making a contribution payable to St. 

Benedict the Moor Parish and memo the 
gift “Parish Share.” Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
Financial Report 
Coming up in the October 30th bulletin 
and on the parish website, we will be 
publishing a Quarterly Financial Report 
from 7-1-2021 to 6-30-22. The Diocesan 
Financial Services Department will be 
printing out the quarterly reports for all 
the parishes in the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
to publish on a regular basis. Transpar-
ency is ever so important to communi-
cate to the parishioners where the  
parish stands financially. We appreciate 
all that you do for St. Benedict the Moor 
Parish.  
 
Looking Ahead 
Choir Meeting 
Members of the Choir will meet with  
Fr. Tom, Sunday, October 30th after the 
11am mass. 
 
All Saints Day 
All Saints Day- A Holy Day- Tuesday,  
November 1, Masses will be: 
9am- St. Bede 
9am- St. James 
Noon-Mother of Good Counsel 
7pm- St. Benedict the Moor 
7pm- St. Bede 
 
Joint Pastoral/Finance Council Meeting 
The Pastoral and Finance Council’s will 
meet jointly on Sunday, November 13, 
2022 after the 11am mass in the  
Sacristy. 
 

Something to Think About… 
“All that is gold does not glitter, not all 

those who wander are lost. The old that 
is strong does not wither. Deep roots 

are not reached by the frost.” 
-   J.R.R. Toiken 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Rev. Thomas J. Burke 

Pastor 
E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

The question 
that is on the 
minds of all 
Catholics today, 
particularly teen-
agers and young 
adults, is how 
they are to live 
their faith in a 

world where this is difficult. People ask, 
“How can I be a Catholic among my 
coworkers, neighbors, and friends?” 
Sometimes, it is even difficult for people 
to live their faith among members of 
their own families. This challenge takes 
on greater intensity among people who 
belong to communities that usually 
don’t identify with the Catholic Church, 
such as Black Americans and people 
who identify as LGBTQ.

It is hard for anyone to proclaim Christ 
in a society where Christianity is identi-
fied with “backwardness” and intoler-
ance, but imagine how difficult it is to 
explain your faith to your friends and 
neighbors in communities where 
Catholicism is rare or where it is 
perceived as being hostile to your 
friends and neighbors. 

Many women also face this challenge. 
The Catholic Church is often perceived 
as putting roadblocks in front of women 
who aspire to leadership roles in socie-
ty. In addition, teenagers and young 
adults find it difficult to identify with 
Catholicism because their peers might 
reject them. Many teenagers and young 
adults think Catholics are out-of-touch 
and do not believe in enjoying life. 

Black Catholics, women, Catholics who 
identify as LGBTQ, and Catholic teenag-
ers all need special support and 
catechetical encouragement to be 
public witnesses for their faith. Teenag-
ers, in particular, need a form of 
catechesis that addresses their fear of 
being “different” from the crowd. 
Contemporary Christian radio stations, 
such as Boost 97.9 FM, inspire listeners 
to live their faith despite the challenge 
of being perceived as being “different.”

We all have stories about situations that 
required us to be bold, identify with our 
faith, and live it in the public arena. A 

Christian must be comfortable with the 
idea of not fitting in with the crowd. To 
be a Christian is to be “a sign of contra-
diction,” and this should be a major part 
of our catechesis. 

For Black Catholics, teenagers, and 
young adults, identification with Cathol-
icism means standing out within one’s 
community. When people develop the 
courage to identify with their group and 
yet to be set apart, they will develop an 
unusually deep sense of spiritual 
maturity. 

Effective ministry to Black Catholics, 
teenagers, women, and Catholics who 
identify as LGBTQ should create space 
to share their experiences and strate-
gies for survival with each other. The 
church should not be afraid of this but 
should encourage and welcome it if it 
strengthens the formation of more 
Catholics in their faith. People who are 
marginalized in their communities due 
to their Catholicism and who may feel 
marginalized in the Church due to their 
minority status not only have a lot to 
tell one another, but they also have a 
lot to teach and contribute to the Body 
of Christ.

The process of evangelization requires 
the Church to understand the challeng-
es of those who often find themselves 
as outsiders. We cannot understand 
these challenges until we all take the 
time to listen to our collective stories. 
This is what the synodal process is 
about. It should also be at the heart of 
our catechesis. We listen so that we can 
be better at faith-sharing and evangeli-
zation. We should not tire of saying, 
“The church that teaches must be a 
church that listens.” I am keeping our 
confirmation class of Alicia, Corde, 
David, Day, Jonathan, Marcellin, Olivia, 
and Owen in my prayers this week.

Father Matthew’s Dramatized Scriptural 
Rosary is broadcast nightly at 7:00 PM 
on 102.1 FM. 

Also, Father Matthew’s Bible Study is on 
Zoom every Thursday at 7:00 PM. 
Please register 
craffaele@stmarymagpgh.or . 

Fr. David Taylor

I have always tried to 
be supportive of 
those l know, who are 
or were, contem-
plating a vocation to 
religious life or the 
priesthood. I have 
also tried to encour-

age those interested in becoming 
Deacons. They nearly always tell me that 
their family was instrumental in their 
discernment. This was certainly true in 
my vocation. 

I met a young man who wanted very 
much to pursue a vocation. He tried 
several religious orders who found him 
not qualified. He also tried for a diocesan 
vocation. Although he was discouraged, 
he never gave up. I tried to encourage 
him as best as l could. He spent time with 
me in the parish. He was ultimately 
accepted in a diocese. After completing 
studies, he was ordained. He served in 
many different assignments, and he was 
well appreciated in his ministry. He 
passed away a couple of years ago and l 
continue to thank the Lord for his 
vocation. 

Today's scripture readings speak of 
persistence, patience, and prayer. The 
woman in the Gospel was willing to 
persevere, as she knew that justice 
would be achieved. She prayed continu-
ously, and in her weakness her rights 
were secured. Throughout the Civil 
Rights Era the Black church was often the 
prime source of motivation and encour-
agement. There is no victory for justice 
without faith and the desire to remain 
steadfast in the most difficult of circum-
stances.

There can be times when we are tempted 
to give up and go along with unjust    
circumstances, but then we can give a 
victory to those who would deny us basic 
human rights. Goodness will always   
prevail when it is based upon faith and 
prayer. My friend was able to have a  
ministry that enriched the lives of many. 
He knew his vocation would be assured. 
Prayer, faith, and persistence made this 
possible.
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