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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

OCTOBER 23, 2022 



2     OCTOBER 23, 2022  ●  THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

October 23 11:00 am  
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Lamia Whaby 

(Simone Hickey) 

October 30 11:00 am  
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 

Helen Watson 

(Keith & Brenda Younger) 

Stewardship October 16 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,553.10 $120.00 $260.00 

Birthdays  
October 23rd — October 29th 

Dominic Reiter 
Fritz Reiter 

Theresa Randall 
Madelyn Rubin 

Marisol Valentin 
Happy Birthday!! 

 
 

This week  

the Sanctuary  

Candle is Lit in for  

Dr. & Mrs.  

Andrew O. Igbineweka 

& Family 

Upcoming Events 
 

• After Mass today, October 23rd and also on November 20th, we will view 
the new Stella Morris film "A Place at the Table: African Americans on the 
Path to Sainthood, 2022" in two parts.  This beautiful documentary film 
brings to life the stories of the six candidates to become the first canonized 
African American saints. This documentary also tells the  story of Black 
Catholics in the   United States. A brief discussion will follow this one-hour 
viewing. We will serve refreshments. All are welcome to attend, regardless 
of race or the status of one's parish membership.  

 
• “Gemstones: The Faith Journey of Pittsburgh African American Elders in 

the Catholic Church”  a documentary featuring elders from St. Benedict the 
Moor Parish and St. Mary Magdalene Parish - Saturday, November 5th at 
11:00 am at Duquesne University (Duquesne Union, 3rd Floor, Africa 
Room).  Bring your family and friends to experience the wit, wisdom, and 
guidance of the elders. Be transformed as they share their personal stories 
about being Black and Catholic. A panel discussion and light refreshments 
will follow viewing the film. This event is free.  

 
• Christ the Divine Shepherd Community Thanksgiving Dinner—Don’t eat 

alone on Thanksgiving! Come, share and give praise and thanks to God. 
Thursday, November 24, 2022 at the Lourdes Center of St. Bernadette 
Church of Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish (245 Azalea Drive, Monroeville, 
PA). We'll serve from 12:30 pm until 3:30 pm or until the food is gone. 
Open to those with no one to share the holiday with. Free of charge. 

 

Hurricane Relief—Special Collection 

Next Sunday, October 30th, in response to the catastrophic  
damage and devastation caused by Hurricane Ian and Hurricane 
Fiona, there will be a special collection to support the Bishops 

Emergency Disaster Fund. This fund supports “the pastoral and 
reconstruction efforts of the Church through the local agencies of 

Catholic Relief Services and Catholic Charities USA around the 
globe.” Please be as generous as possible. Thank you.  

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Be Humble! 
Recently, Fr. Matthew, Fr. Taylor, and I 
along with the Priests and Bishops of the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh attended the  
Triannual Clergy Convocation, at the 
Oglebay Conference Center in Wheeling 
West Virginia. The theme for the week 
was “Fraternity and Unity” and Arch-
bishop Bernie Hebda, from the Archdio-
cese of Minneapolis-St. Paul Minnesota 
was the keynote speaker. It was a  
wonderful three days to relax and  
interact with my brother priests and 
listen to Archbishop Hebda talk about 
growing up here in Pittsburgh, first on 
the South Side and then moving to 
Brookline and coming from a loving, 
simple, city family. His talk reminded me 
of my “simple roots” growing up in city 
neighborhood of Carrick and having a 
loving, nurturing humble family.  
 
This weekend we celebrate the Thirtieth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. The readings 
focus on humility, not looking at others’ 
faults, but looking at our own. 
 
In the First Reading from Sirach, we read 
how a wise teacher has no doubt that 
God answers the prayers of the lowly. 
He assures readers that God is an impar-
tial judge. God does not favor one  
person over another, all those who seek 
to be faithful will be heard. 
 
In the Second Reading from Paul to Tim-
othy, we read how Paul declares that he 
has finished the race and will one day 
stand before the Lord. As Paul is in  

prison, he looks back on his work, is 
satisfied of whatever struggles and fail-
ures he might have had. Now he confi-
dently awaits the Day of Judgement. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus teaches us 
the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector praying in the temple. This 
parable is addressed to those who were 
convinced of their own righteousness 
and despised everyone else. No one is 
guaranteed salvation, no matter how 
righteous he or she might appear.  
 
The parable in today’s Gospel presents 
us with two contrasting figures, a Phari-
see, and a Tax Collector. The Pharisee 
neither expresses love for God nor asks 
God to enter more fully into his life. The 
Tax Collector admits he is not in a right 
relationship with God or neighbor. It is 
the humble tax collector, not the self-
righteous Pharisee that leaves justified.  
The first step to righteousness with God 
is to admit that one needs God’s love. 
When we examine our lives in humility, 
then we realize that we always have 
something that must change, something 
that needs improved.  
 
Confirmation 2022 
Last weekend, Auxiliary Bishop William 
J. Walterscheid and his Master of Cere-
monies, Mr. Jim Finn, visited St. Bene-
dict the Moor Parish, for the Sacrament 
of Confirmation on our children at the 
11am mass. What a beautiful, spiritual, 
uplifting mass, and great music. We pray 
for our students, their sponsors, and 
their families as they received the Holy 
Spirit. Special thanks to Lisa Joy Finch, 
our Director of Religious Education, and 
Jennifer Whitley our Eighth Grade  
Catechist for their leadership. 
 
Financial Report 
Coming up in the October 30th bulletin 
and on the parish website, we will be 
publishing a Quarterly Financial Report 
from 7-1-2021 to 6-30-22. The Diocesan 
Financial Services Department will be 
printing out the quarterly reports for all 
the parishes in the Diocese of Pittsburgh 

to publish on a regular basis. Transpar-
ency is ever so important to communi-
cate to the parishioners where the  
parish stands financially. Over the past 
two years with the COVID restrictions 
occurring, we have managed our church 
property and ministries with a very lean 
budget in mind. Your continued support 
of time, talent and treasure to our faith 
community is essential and appreciated 
as we plan to grow and enhance our 
outreach. We appreciate all that you do 
for St. Benedict the Moor Parish.  

 
All Saints Day 
All Saints Day 
All Saints Day- A Holy Day- Tuesday,  
November 1, Masses will be: 
9am- St. Bede 
9am- St. James 
Noon-Mother of Good Counsel 
7pm- St. Benedict the Moor 
7pm- St. Bede 
 
During the 7pm All Saints Day mass at 
St. Benedict the Moor, we will also  
remember the parishioners who had 
their funeral at our Parish this past year. 
Extra Memorial Candles will be available 
to purchase for a  $5 donation.  
 
Joint Pastoral/ 
Finance Council Meeting 
The Pastoral and Finance Council’s will 
meet jointly on Sunday, November 13, 
2022 after the 11am mass in the  
Sacristy. 
 

Something to Think About… 
“Prayer is hope’s breathing. When we 
stop praying, we stop hoping! “ 

- Bishop Pedro Casaldaliga  
 
 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Rev. Thomas J. Burke 

Pastor 
E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

The Church is 
now entering a 
season when 
we reflect on 
our memory of 
the dead and 
the communion 
of saints. This 

will be an important period in our 
liturgical calendar because we Chris-
tians know that life extends beyond 
the bookends of the maternity ward 
and the grave. Before we enter this 
emotionally moving stage of our litur-
gical year, a secular holiday will 
preoccupy the minds and marketing 
strategies of the secular world and 
many Christians: Halloween.

The marketing of Halloween today 
appeals to the thrill of being fright-
ened by fanciful images of ghosts and 
hobgoblins, but it is a time that invites 
us to think about what it means to be 
dead. Is the worst death that we can 
imagine the death of the body? What 
about the death of the soul? 

Boost 97.9 FM and 98.3 HD in Pitts-
burgh is taking the country by storm 
with its mix of contemporary Christian 
music that reaches listeners with 
“Pop, Hip Hop, and Hope.” There are 
many themes in this music that chal-
lenge listeners to live authentically. 
One of the themes is the movement 
from death to life. This theme is also 
at the core of the Christian message.

When popular artists describe what it 
was like to be spiritually dead, they 
use metaphors such as the “zombie,” 
“the robot,” and the “monster.” In his 
Restoration album, the artist Lecrae 
described the life of the spiritually 
dead as being in a zombie-like state. 
He sang, “I was in the dark. You could-
n't tell me nothin'. I was after flesh. I 
was [a] zombie.” In that song, Lecrae 
told the story of the life of a person 
who is obsessed with outward 
appearances and fancy cars (new 
toys) and who used other people to 
make himself feel good. All that time, 
he was dying inside. His heart was 

torn to shreds like a “chew toy” you 
throw to dogs to gnaw on.

Similarly, in his The Good Life album, 
Trip Lee described being spiritually 
dead as being in a robot-like state. He 
said there was “No real life in me. I 
just played my role. No self-control. I 
just did what I was told.” As described 
by Trip Lee, the spiritually dead lack 
what Pope Saint John Paul II called an 
interior life. Instead, lacking minds of 
their own, they mindlessly follow 
social trends and fads. He sang, “Sold 
under bondage; I couldn't take 
control. So, I was chilling in my robot 
clothes, with my robot friends, and 
my robot flows, living robot ways, 
'cause ‘that's all I know,’ until I heard I 
could be freed from my robot soul.”

Finally, in his Today We Rebel album, 
KB (Kevin Elijah Burgess) described 
the spiritually dead as becoming like 
monsters. As the zombie and the 
robot are lifeless, the monster hides 
behind a protective front that 
destroys his soul. KB sang, “I used to 
be a monster. I used to hide the pain; 
I tried to keep it inside, locked up, but 
now I'm out of my shell, [like a] 
Lobster [on the table].”

These and other contemporary 
Christian songs in the genres of pop 
and hip-hop inspire hope. They vividly 
describe the soulless and empty life 
one experiences when searching for 
salvation in things that are passing 
away. When they “awaken” to a life in 
Christ, they find that it is not without 
its own pain and suffering that comes 
with being fully alive. The sacrificial 
suffering we experience through love 
renews and restores us, while the 
selfish suffering of self-absorption 
deadens the soul. Suffering from the 
futility of worshipping ourselves turns 
us into zombies, robots, monsters, 
and other frightful creatures whom 
we only find amusing on Halloween.

Father Matthew’s Dramatized Scrip-
tural Rosary is broadcast nightly at 
7:00 PM on 102.1 FM. 

Fr. David Taylor

One of the challeng-
es of the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation is 
that we can see it as 
a means of earning 
salvation. We can 
calculate our failings 
and weigh them 

against our prayers, good works, gener-
osity, and come to a conclusion that we 
have earned eternal life. Of course, we 
know this is never true. Salvation, like 
faith and grace, is God's gift to us. Our 
good works and attempts at living a 
Holy life merely make us more availa-
ble to a life well lived. The rest is 
always with God. 

How we live and regard others can give 
us many indicators of our progress and 
our failings. ln many parts of the world, 
and indeed in sections of our own 
country, poverty, hunger, lack of health 
care, and death, give testimony that we 
often do not put an equal value on 
human life. In recent disasters like 
hurricanes, some are given much more 
attention and care than others.

And our hearts can easily become 
hardened to the sufferings of those we 
do not love or care for. And giving to 
charitable causes never gives us full 
cover for our moral responsibilities. At 
the deepest level of our relationship 
with God we want to be right, but we 
can never do this alone. 

The Pharisee in today’s Gospel was 
recalling his good attempts, but he fell 
far short of so much more he could do, 
and then he sought justification by 
recalling the sins of others. Being 
reconciled with God can never be 
achieved by pointing at the failures of 
others. Taking joy in the wrongdoing of 
others can be a source of many of our 
own sins. “Be merciful to me a sinner” 
should be our own plea. Yes, we can 
never earn forgiveness or salvation. But 
we can spend our lifetime in service to 
others, thereby making ourselves more 
available to a God who wants only the 
best for us.
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