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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

NOVEMBER 6, 2022 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Patricia Ellis 

Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 

Alda White Johnson 
Patti Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 
Joan Moran 

Pierre Nshimyumukiza  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

November 6 11:00 am  
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Gladys Moran 

(Jennifer Lynn Whitley) 

 

November 13 11:00 am  
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 

Deceased Members of the Hickey Family 

(Simone Hickey) 

Stewardship October 30 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$4,328.00 $185.00 $220.00 

 
EMMA NZIRAGUSESWA                
HUNTLEY WILLIAMS 
JADEN BETTER                                  
REGINALD JACKSON 
SHARON SILVESTRI                         
ANTHONY MUNANG 
CAROL SIMES                                   
UZOMA NGWU 
RAFAEL VALENTIN                          
RITA COSTA 
KRISTEN WILLIAMS 
UCHECHUKWU AGWU 
AVA NISHIMYUMUKIZA 
DORA OFFEI 
ERICA SHARKEY 
FELICIA HARP 
SYDNEY WASHINGTON 

This week  

the Sanctuary  

Candle is Lit in for  

Iona Horne 
Protection of God’s Children  

Report suspected child abuse at the  
24-Hour Child Abuse Hotline: 800.932.0313.  

If a child is in imminent danger, call 911.  
To report church-related abuse to the Diocese of Pittsburgh call:  

888-808-1235 

Bulletin announcements are due Monday by 8am for the upcoming 

week’s bulletin. Please send to Jennifer Whitley at  
bulletin@sbtmparishpgh.com 

Black Catholic History Month Facts 
1842: Sisters of the Holy Family  

Founded by (Venerable) Henriette Delille and Juliette Gaudin in 
New Orleans, the Sisters of the Holy Family become the second  

religious order for black women. Biracial and of African descent, the 
founders are free people of color, at that time a separate class and 

culture above the slaves. The order ministers to poor blacks,  
educating and tending the sick. During an outbreak of yellow fever, 

the nuns heroically nurse the sick and are thus granted public 
recognition. But they are not allowed to wear their habit in public 

until 1872.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 
Hope in the Resurrection! 
For the past few weeks in watching the 
television news and weather reports, 
the meteorologists were all saying that 
here in the Pittsburgh area and through-
out Pennsylvania, that we have reached 
the “peak season” of seeing the leaves 
change. Recently while driving across 
Interstate 80 going East, I could see how 
the leaves were changing from green to 
bright yellow, red, and orange. Some 
trees along the interstate were already 
off. It is amazing to see how Mother 
Nature acts during this time of year. As 
the temperature changes, the leaves on 
the trees change right before our very 
eyes. It is a wonderful cycle of life, a 
beginning, middle and end.  
 
As we turn the calendar page to a new 
month of November, our readings the 
next few weeks turn to the end of times. 
We are now in the final few weeks of 
the Liturgical Season. (Advent begins on 
Sunday, November 27). Today’s readings 
affirm that life is not the end, through 
grace we have eternal comfort and 
hope. The readings show that in difficult 
situations we need to lean on the Lord 
for strength.  
 
In the First Reading from the Book of 
Maccabees, we read how a mother and 
her seven sons are being forced to aban-
don their religious beliefs and culture, 
from an evil Greek empire. All seven 
sons are ready to accept death for the 
sake of the Mosaic law given them by 
the eternal God. Each son bravely faced 

death rather than break God’s com-
mand, and each believed that God 
would raise them to new life. 
 
In the Second Reading to the Thessaloni-
ans, we read how Paul reveals that he 
worked tirelessly to not be a burden to 
others. He is confident that the Lord will 
direct the hearts of believers to the love 
of God and the endurance of Christ.  
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read how  
Jesus is confronted by a group of  
Sadducees, who try unsuccessfully to 
trick Jesus about life after death and the 
resurrection. This religious group only 
accepted the written law of the Torah. 
They have a very shallow understanding 
about marriage and their motive is only 
to make Jesus look foolish.  
 
Jesus teaches that no one knows the 
exact time when the current age will 
come to an end and the new age will 
emerge. Jesus gives us hope that there 
is life after death. God is a God of the 
living. Our Lord is always faithful to us, 
and our souls live forever. 
 
Let us pray that in our attitudes and ac-
tions, we will eagerly welcome the arri-
val of the Lord in our everyday lives, and 
wisely prepare for his coming at the end 
of time. 
 
Looking Ahead 
Joint Pastoral and  
Finance Council Meeting 
The Pastoral and Finance Councils will 
meet jointly on next Sunday, November 
13, 2022, after the 11am mass in the 
Sacristy. 
 
St. Benedict the Moor School Masses 
The students, faculty, and staff of St. 
Benedict the Moor School invite parish-
ioners to celebrate monthly mass with 
them. The next school mass will be held 
Friday, November 18 at 1pm in the 
school auditorium.  
 
St. Benedict the Moor Catholic School is 
located at 631-Watt Street in the Hill 

District. Parking is available on Watt 
Street or in the school parking lot. 
Please use the Main Entrance of the 
School to enter. 
 
Thanksgiving Day Mass-  
Thursday, November 24 

11am- St. Benedict the Moor 
Church 

The Rectory Offices will be closed for the 
holiday weekend Thursday, November 
24 thru Monday, November 28. Our 
parish office will reopen on Tuesday, 
November 29. 
 
Welcome Home 
If you attend mass here on a regular 
basis and are not officially registered, 
please call Priscilla Davis at the parish 
office 412-281-3141 to complete the 
parish registration form. You are  
welcomed here!  
 
We now have a new poster board with 
pictures of our new family members on 
the board in the back of the church. 
Please welcome the new members of 
our parish family! 
 
This Tuesday, November 8 is Election 
Day. Please remember to vote! 
 
Happy Veterans Day this Friday! Thank 
you to all of our men and women who 
have served in our Armed Forces.  God 
Bless America! 
 
 
Something to Think About… 
“Let us not forget that Jesus not only 
suffered, but also rose in glory; so, too, 
we go to the glory of the Resurrection 
by way of suffering and the Cross.” 

- St. Maximillian Kolbe 
 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Rev. Thomas J. Burke 

Pastor 
E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

People always 
ask me why we 
should 
acknowledge 
Black Catholic 
History Month. 
They point out 
that, after all, 
only 3% of Cath-

olic Americans are Black. “Why,” they 
ask, “should Black Americans get so 
much attention?” They tell me that oth-
er racial and ethnic groups within the 
Catholic Church are bigger and deserve 
more recognition for their cultures and 
traditions. “What’s so special,” they ask, 
“about Black Americans?”

I answer that we should acknowledge 
Black Catholic History Month because 
the Catholic Church in the United States 
has historically been weak in our efforts 
to evangelize Black American communi-
ties. We can and should do better. This 
should be a key element in our efforts in 
the New Evangelization.

Moreover, we need to explore the un-
common faithfulness of Black Catholics 
in America despite racial adversity. We 
also need to explore the religiosity of 
Black Catholics in connection to the 
Historically Black Protestant Tradition. 
And we need to examine the local and 
national institutions that formed the 
African American people.

We need to ask these questions: What 
does it mean to be a church? What is 
the relationship between the church 
and the surrounding community? How 
can the presence of Black Catholics be 
felt within African American communi-
ties? How can the presence of Black 
Catholics be felt within the American 
Catholic church?

Effective evangelization of Black Ameri-
cans, who are overwhelmingly 
Protestant or unchurched, should begin 
with a good understanding of the forces 
that fragment and endanger Black fami-
lies and communities. It also requires 
appreciating the history and current 
roles of institutions, such as churches 
and schools, in Black communities.

The effort to evangelize Black Ameri-

cans requires familiarity with the lives of 
the six candidates for sainthood who 
exemplify Catholic faith formation 
among Black Americans. These candi-
dates are Venerable Pierre Toussaint 
(1766-1853), Servant of God Mary Eliza-
beth Lange (1794-1882), Venerable 
Henriette DeLille (1813-1862), Servant 
of God Julia Greeley (d. 1918), Venera-
ble Augustus Tolton (1854-1897), and 
Servant of God Thea Bowman (1937-
1990).

Ernest Morrell, Professor in Literacy 
Education, Notre Dame, presented an 
excellent lecture on this topic as a video 
online in 2021 titled “Six African Ameri-
can Saints in Waiting.” Similarly, A Place 
at the Table: African Americans on the 
Path to Sainthood, A Stella Marris Film 
produced earlier this year, beautifully 
presents the stories of these candidates 
for sainthood in the context of the 
history of Black Catholics in America. 
We will watch these and other videos 
and examine documents related to this 
topic over the next 12 months after St. 
Benedict the Moor Sunday Masses. All 
are invited to attend.

Black Catholic History Month should be 
about more than simply rediscovering 
the past, as important as that is. It 
should be about laying the foundations 
for the future through an unprecedent-
ed effort in the New Evangelization to 
build upon the “uncommon faithful-
ness” of Black Catholics in the United 
States.

Correction: I wrote in last week’s 
bulletin reflection, “The Catholic Church 
(along with Muslims, Jews, and most 
other Christians) are also pro-choice 
because we want to encourage people 
to make the right choice.” That should 
have read: “The Catholic Church (along 
with Muslims, most Jews, and most 
other Christians) are pro-life because we 
want to encourage people to make the 
right choice.” The point is that that 
choice is more likely to come out of 
proper formation in the faith rather 
than through legislative battles.  I 
apologize for any confusion that the 
error might have caused. 

Father Matthew’s Dramatized Scriptural 
Rosary is broadcast nightly at 7:00 PM 
on 102.1 FM. 

Fr. David Taylor

I often find it 
discouraging to see 
how candidates cam-
paign today. This is 
especially true as we 
get closer to the time 

of elections. Very large sums of money 
are spent, often with little results. But 
most discouraging are the many ads 
which are used to say only very negative 
things about an opponent. These are 
often used to make statements which are 
only partly true or completely false. 
Debates are often even worse; candi-
dates shake hands and then go on to 
malign each other. There must be a more 
honest and respectful way of campaign-
ing.

Jesus taught us a better way. He spoke 
the truth without using fear and resent-
ment. Those who want to serve must see 
the good in others and lead by example. 
When he spoke of the end of time, it was 
not to put us in fear but rather to help 
teach us to live a Gospel life. Yes, there 
are crosses along the way, but victory is 
assured. Those who lead must do so by 
example and not fear. The best way to 
lead is by wisdom, courage, and respect 
for others. Leadership is never an end by 
itself, but rather an opportunity to be a 
servant leader. This was the spirit of 
leaders like Martin Luther King Jr., Nelson 
Mandela and many others. 

May those elected to serve come to 

terms with Christ’s vision of leadership. 

Leading by fear will never succeed. It 

takes courage and we must show each 

other the way.
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