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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

NOVEMBER 13, 2022 



2     NOVEMBER 13, 2022  ●  THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Patricia Ellis 

Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 

Alda White Johnson 
Patti Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 
Joan Moran 

Pierre Nshimyumukiza  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

November 13 11:00 am  
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 

Deceased Members of the Hickey Family 

(Simone Hickey) 

November 20 11:00 am  
Christ the King 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Tyrone Whitley 

(Jennifer Lynn Whitley) 

 

Stewardship November 6 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$4,874.50 $400.00 $1,819.00 

Happy Birthday!  
 

DOBGIMA FOMUNJENG 
STOMIE BRICE 
MARILYN DUNSON 
KAREENA WILLIAMS 
LASHONDA DOLBY 
HELENA HARRIS 
VIVIAN YOUNGER 
BERNADETTE DOLBY 
MIGNON THREAT 
DAVID NSHIMYUMUKIZA 
PATRICK LIVSEY 

This week  

the Sanctuary  

Candle is Lit in for  

Iona Horne  

by Gerald Winslow 

Protection of God’s Children  
Report suspected child abuse at the  

24-Hour Child Abuse Hotline: 800.932.0313.  
If a child is in imminent danger, call 911.  

To report church-related abuse to the Diocese of Pittsburgh call:  
888-808-1235 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on 
KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is November 20th. A link to the  
podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Black Catholic History Facts 
 

Founded in 1829 in Baltimore, the Oblate 
Sisters of Providence was the first              

permanent community of Black religious 
women in the U.S.  It was established by 
its first superior, Mother Mary Elizabeth 

Lange, and Fr. James N. Joubert, SS.   

Mother Lange and the three women who 
initially joined her were of Haitian              
descent.  They formed St. Frances     

Academy, a free school for girls, and in 
1852 opened a school for boys.  In 2004, 
Mother Lange’s cause for canonization 
was approved, thereby giving her the 
designation, “Servant of God,” on the 

pathway towards sainthood.  Read more 
about the Oblate Sisters on their         
website, www.oblatesisters.com 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
            Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or mhawkins@diopitt.org 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 
Remain Steadfast and Faithful! 
This weekend we celebrate the Thirty-
third Sunday in Ordinary Time. The  
Sundays in November focus on the end 
of time and the coming Christ in glory 
when the dead will be raised. Next  
Sunday, the Feast of Christ the King, will 
mark the end of the Liturgical year, and 
the final Sunday of the month, Novem-
ber 27 will begin the Season of Advent. 
The readings this weekend focus on 
“Apocalyptic” literature which focus on 
the end of time. 
 
In the First Reading from the Book of 
Malachi, we read how a prophet speaks 
about the Day of the Lord and the  
comfort it brings to God’s servants. The 
book of Malachi focuses on a series of 
exchanges between God and a commu-
nity who have grown tired in their  
practice of faith. They argue that that 
the wicked seem to suffer no conse-
quences for their arrogant ways. God 
assures them that the day will come 
when the distinction between the right-
eous and the wicked will be patiently 
clear. The Day of the Lord will bring 
them healing. 
 
In the Second Reading to the Thessaloni-
ans, Paul reveals that we worked  
tirelessly so as not to be a burden to 
others. Paul encourages the Lord’s faith-
ful people to seek order and work  
quietly for the benefit of all. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus teaches that 
no one knows the exact time when the 

current age will come to an end and the 
new age will emerge. The church calls us 
to be ready. We can become more 
aware of our own physical world by  
paying attention to the way we live, and 
how we bring God’s love to others. 
 
We can easily focus on our own wants 
and needs, but when we turn our efforts 
outward, we find that our needs are met 
in a deeper and more fulfilling way. We 
must live in a constant state of waiting 
for the Lord to come again in glory. Our 
world today very much needs Christ’s 
love, along with God’s mercy and grace. 
Today’s end times readings should move 
us to work toward the goal of bringing 
about the reign of God on earth. 
 
As the weather becomes colder, the 
leaves are falling off the trees, and the 
election behind us, it is a suitable time 
to reflect on how we have grown in our 
faith this year, let go of practices that no 
longer benefit us, and take on new ways 
of approaching God. We must learn to 
be awake to the presence of God in  
every moment, every thought, action, 
and every encounter with a person that 
offers an opportunity to experience the 
love of God present in the world. 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the Thanks-
giving holiday next week, what are some 
things in our life we can let go of that is 
preventing us from becoming closer to 
someone or God?  
 
Joint Pastoral &  
Finance Council Meeting 
The Pastoral and Finance Council’s will 
meet jointly today, Sunday, November 
13, 2022, after the 11am mass in the 
Sacristy. 
 

St. Benedict the Moor  
School Masses 
The students, faculty, and staff of St. 
Benedict the Moor School invite parish-
ioners to celebrate monthly mass with 
them. The next school mass will be held 
this coming Friday, November 18 at 
1pm in the school auditorium. St.  

Benedict the Moor Catholic School is 
located at 631-Watt Street in the Hill 
District. Parking is available on Watt 
Street or in the school parking lot. 
Please use the Main Entrance of the 
School to enter. 
 

Thanksgiving Day Mass-  
Thursday, November 24 
• 11am- St. Benedict the Moor 

Church 
The Rectory Offices will be closed for the 
holiday weekend Thursday, November 
24 thru Monday, November 28. Our 
parish office will reopen on Tuesday, 
November 29. 
 

Welcome Home 
If you attend mass here on a regular 
basis and are not officially registered, 
please call Priscilla Davis at the parish 
office 412-281-3141 to complete the 
parish registration form. You are  
welcomed here!  
 
Birthday Reflection 
As I prepare to celebrate my 52nd  
Birthday next Thursday November 24, I 
would like to pause and say thanks to 
my parents Bill and Marge for the gift of 
life! I am honored to be your Pastor at 
St. Benedict the Moor and St. Mary 
Magdalene Parishes. 
 
Fr. David Taylor will be celebrating his 
birthday Friday, November 25!  
 
Something to Think About… 
“The most important things in human 
life originate not in the mind alone, but 
in the heart and its love.” 

- Romano Guardini 
 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Rev. Thomas J. Burke 

Pastor 
E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Last month was 
dedicated to 
“Respecting Life.” As 
the Church pro-
motes a culture of 
life, we cannot 
ignore the issue of 
abortion. My previ-
ous draft on this 
topic, published in 

the October 30 bulletin, had several unintended 
but significant errors that distorted its meaning. 
I offer this corrected draft to address this 
important topic as I originally intended.

Many people have the point of view that the 
topic of abortion is only a "women's" issue. 
This perspective is understandable since the 
right of women to control their bodies and to 
"own" themselves has been denied in many 
cultures and throughout much of human 
history. The abuse of female bodies was 
manifested when men decided when and 
under what circumstances "intimacies" 
would take place. Women were not even 
expected to enjoy such intimacies; they were 
advised to think instead about the propaga-
tion of the nation or the tribe. This makes 
control over the female body a "women's" 
issue. But not exclusively so.

When we look at the figures for abortions in 
the State of Pennsylvania in 2020, 46% were 
performed on white women, while 44% were 
performed on Blacks. Blacks are only 11% of 
the state's population. Given the history of 
treating Black American lives as disposable, 
as though these lives do not matter, and 
given the history of the Eugenics movement 
that promoted a reduction of the Black 
population for the sake of a "better society," 
Black people, in general, have every reason 
to be concerned about the disproportionate 
rate of abortion among Black Americans. This 
is not only a women's issue. It is an issue that 
affects the entire community.

Racial oppression has been similar to gender 
oppression because Black Americans have a 
history of not owning themselves and not 
having control over how our bodies have 
been used. The historical vulnerability of our 
bodies is both a racial and gender issue. This 
makes it a Christian issue. It is an issue that 
concerns the fundamental dignity of our 
personhood.

But does this mean that the state has the 
right to regulate what we do with our 
bodies? It is a complicated question. The 
notion of freedom and of "free will" is not 
that we are free to do whatever we want, 
regardless of the consequences to ourselves 
and other human lives. Society has a stake 
and an interest in the consequences of the 
behavior of individuals. 

Comedy, at its best, makes people laugh 
while making them think. In one of Dave 
Chappelle's skits, he begins by saying that he 
favors a woman's right to choose. The audi-
ence cheers. He then says he favors a man's 
right to choose not to pay child support and 
adds, "My wallet, my choice." Those who 
cheered the first part of his statement were 
not so enthusiastic about the second part.

Chappelle continued, "If you have a right to 
kill the [child], then I surely have the right to 
abandon him." Of course, nobody would 
seriously suggest that a man should not be 
held responsible for supporting his child, and 
we welcome the state's role in enforcing this 
responsibility. That is precisely Chappelle's 
point. At the end of the segment, he comes 
full circle and acknowledges that "If I'm 
wrong" about not having the "freedom" to 
refuse to pay child support, "then maybe 
'we're' wrong" about having the freedom to 
terminate a life in the womb. 

But does the fact that we consider it legiti-
mate for the state to curb human freedoms 
under certain circumstances mean that this is 
the most effective way to prevent abortions? 
People who define themselves as "abortion 
rights advocates" say they are "pro-choice." 
The Catholic Church (along with Muslims, 
most Jews, and most other Christians) are pro
-life because we want to encourage people to 
make the right choice.” The point is that that 
choice is more likely to come out of proper 
formation in the faith rather than through 
legislative battles. Although laws codify the 
morals and values of our society, we will not 
end the scourge of abortion by focusing 
primarily on politics. The scourge of abortion 
will end when we are effective in our efforts 
to evangelize our society and culture. 

We must acknowledge the history of denying 
women's right to own their bodies while also 
acknowledging the rights of all persons to life 
from conception until natural death. We 
must acknowledge the history of using 
"population control" as a misguided means of 
combating poverty and as a means of "ethnic 
cleansing" and genocide. Moreover, we must 
engage our community in a frank under-
standing of what it means to say "Black Lives 
Matter" and the effects of a culture of death 
upon our communities.

The issue of abortion is a women's issue. It is 
also a Black American issue. It is a community 
issue and an issue of our humanity. This issue 
is too important to be reduced to political 
polemics, sound bites, talking points, and 
demonizing anyone with whom one 
disagrees.

Father Matthew’s Dramatized Scriptural 
Rosary, which celebrates life, is broadcast 
nightly at 7:00 PM on 102.1 FM. 

Fr. David Taylor

As we continue to 
observe African 
American history, 
there is much to be 
proud of and much 
more to achieve. I 
recall several special 
events which contin-

ue to enrich the Church. ln 1987, the 
National Black Catholic Congress was 
reestablished under the leadership of 
the African American bishops and the 
dioceses throughout the county. It was 
a major moment of faith and hope for 
the church. Congress teams were 
established in many dioceses to contin-
ue the work of the national congress. 
The national congress convenes nearly 
every five years. Our local congress 
team remains very active. 

The Lead Me, Guide Me hymnal was 
established near the same period, and 
it continues to enrich the worship of 
the church. It was revised several years 
ago. The Knights and Ladies of Peter 
Claver were established as a diocesan 
council and court. They picked the 
name of Augustus Tolton Council and 
Court. The Clavers continue today to 
promote many activities which high-
light the Catholic church in communi-
ties of color. I have been blessed to be 
a part of the foundation of each of 
these ministries which continue to 
enrich the church.

Today we are focusing much of our 
effort on promoting the canonization 
of the six African American candidates 
for sainthood. This is so important as 
an enrichment for all of the church. I 
only got to know Sr. Thea Bowman as 
she would attend African American 
joint gatherings of clergy and religious. 
One of her final journeys was here in 
Pittsburgh soon before her death. Fr. 
Augustus Tolton continues to inspire 
many who are seeking a vocation in the 
church. His faithfulness in the face of 
rejection is a story many can identify 
with. The lives of all of these candi-
dates give much hope to the entire 
church.
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