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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     NOVEMBER 20, 2022  ●  SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Patricia Ellis 

Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 

Alda White Johnson 
Patti Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 
Joan Moran 

Pierre Nshimyumukiza  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

November 20 11:00 am  
Christ the King 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Tyrone Whitley 

(Jennifer Lynn Whitley) 

November 27 11:00 am  
First Sunday of Advent 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Members & Families of St. Vincent De Paul 

(Society of SVDP) 

 

Stewardship November 13 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,260.00 $295.00 $265.00 

Happy Birthday!  
Claretha McGrady             
Idella Davis 
Sharon Musoke                        
Oscar Valentin 
Ann Penny 
Griffin Davis 
Jennifer Freker 
Veronica Lawler 
Jeannette Finch 
Regine Gasana 
Andrew Lesnefsky Jr 
Charles Davis II 
Brenton Jobes 
Darrell Rubin 
Chafawn Cox 

This week  

the Sanctuary  

Candle is Lit for  

Frankmae Winslow 

by Gerald Winslow 

Collection for the Homeless 
 

Operation Safety Net from Pittsburgh Mercy is an award-winning 
medical and social service outreach program for persons who are 

experiencing homelessness. Jubilee Kitchen started in 1979 to feed 
the poor, three hundred sixty five days a year and is open to serve 
whoever comes to the door. As the cold weather begins to set in 

both organizations have requested help in serving their respective 
populations.  

 
The most needed items for our homeless brothers and sisters  
requested by Operation Safety Net are: 
• Reading Glasses ( any Dollar Store variety will suffice) 
• Small/Mini Flashlights 
• Energy Bars (any kind) 
• Juice Boxes (any flavor) 
• Pens and Paper (small notepads) 
• White Athletic Socks (any sizes/bundle) 
• Small Hand and/or Foot Warmer Pads 
• Toiletry Items: Small sample or travel sizes of Baby Powder, 

Chapstick, Dry Skin Cream, Toothpaste and Toothbrushes, etc. 
 

Jubilee Kitchen is in need of: Coats, Gloves, Scarves, Hats. These can 
be gently used. The Jubilee Kitchen is also in need of new  
underwear for both men and women, all sizes. 

 
Collection containers will be in the back of the church. Thank You.  

THANK YOU!   
RAFFLE TICKET WINNERS - Help Thy Neighbor Walk 2022  

 
For the second year in a row your Mother Teresa Conference sold the Grand 

Prize ($5,000) winning ticket! CONGRATULATIONS to James M.!  
 

$2,500 winner - Rose. S. (sold by St. Jude the Evangelist Conference);  
$1,000 winner - Kara S. (sold by the SVdP Castle Shannon Thrift Store).  

 
A hearty thank you to all for the support!  Know that 100% of all funds raised 
are used to aid those that reach out in the Parish Territory!  For assistance, To 

serve on Conference, or To donate, please  
contact:  SvdpStTeresaPgh@gmail.com  or  412-204-7446.  

Christ the Divine Shepherd Community         
Thanksgiving Dinner 

Don’t eat alone on Thanksgiving! Come, share and give praise and 
thanks to God. Thursday, November 24, 2022 at the Lourdes Center 
of St. Bernadette Church of Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish (245 
Azalea Drive, Monroeville, PA 15146). We'll serve from 12:30 pm 

until 3:30 pm or until the food is gone. Open to those with no one to 
share the holiday with. Free of charge. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 
Christ the King! 
This weekend we celebrate the Solemni-
ty of Christ the King. This Feast Day is 
celebrated on the last Sunday of the 
Church Liturgical Year before the start of 
Advent. The readings this weekend  
reveal that the fullness of Jesus’  
kingdom will be seen only at the end of 
time.  
 
In our first reading from the Book of 
Samuel, we read how all the Tribes of 
Israel seek out David to guide them as 
king and shepherd. Years of conflict  
between Saul and David find resolution. 
After Saul’s death, all the tribes who 
were once loyal to him seek out David 
as their ruler. The agreement between 
David and the Tribes of Israel is sealed in 
front of the Lord.  
 
In the Second Reading from Paul’s Letter 
to the Colossians, we read how Paul 
declares that Jesus is Lord of all creation 
and head of the Church. Paul gives 
thanks to God for rescuing us from dark-
ness and invites us to enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read how  
Jesus demonstrates that he is indeed 
King of the Jews. Two criminals were 
crucified with Jesus. One mocks Jesus 
for not using his power to save them, 
the second criminal seeks mercy from 
Jesus. (This is the only Gospel that  
records this exchange). Jesus responds 
to the second criminal by declaring to 
him that “today you will be with me in 

paradise.” Jesus is a type of king whose 
reign is manifested in mercy, love, and 
forgiveness. Nothing will separate us 
from Christ’s love.  
 
On this last Sunday of the Liturgical 
Year, as we prepare for Thanksgiving 
and the Season of Advent, let us recog-
nize the face of Christ in those around 
us by what we say and do.  
 
Parish Improvements 
Matt Mertz Plumbing has repaired the 
broken pipe underneath the floor of the 
first floor restroom of the Rectory  
offices. They had to cut a hole in the 
wall and remove the stairs that connect 
the rectory to the church. The repair to 
the leak has been made, but now we 
will need to rebuild the steps. Please be  
patient during this transition period as 
we try to locate a contractor. Dave 
Schmidt from the Diocesan Office of 
Property and Planning is assisting us 
with an Insurance Claim to the parish 
pay for these major repairs. 

 
Parish Share 2022 
Our Goal for Parish Share this year is 
$30,000. We still need to raise $17,000 
by the end of December. Parish Share is 
the annual the Diocese assesses to each 
parish to help operate the Diocesan 
Offices in Green Tree, help run St. Paul 
Seminary, our Hospital Chaplain, and 
College Campus Ministry Programs, and 
help train our Catechists and lay volun-
teers throughout the Diocese of Pitts-
burgh. We all benefit from Parish Share. 
As you plan to make your year-end do-
nations, please remember St. Benedict 
the Moor Parish Share Program so we 
can reach our goal! 
 

Thanksgiving Day Mass-  
Thursday, November 24 
• 9am - St. Bede  

• 11am - St. Benedict the Moor 
The Rectory Offices will be closed Thurs-
day, November 24 thru Monday,  
November 28. The parish office will  
reopen on Tuesday, November 29.  

St. Benedict the Moor 
School Masses 
The students, faculty, and staff of St. 
Benedict the Moor School invite parish-
ioners to celebrate monthly mass with 
them. The next school mass will be held 
Thursday, December 8 at 1pm in the 
school auditorium. St. Benedict the 
Moor Catholic School is located at 631-
Watt Street in the Hill District. Parking is 
available on Watt Street or in the school 
parking lot. Please use the Main  
Entrance of the School to enter. 
 

Welcome Home 
If you attend mass here on a regular 
basis and are not officially registered, 
please call Priscilla Davis at the parish 
office 412-281-3141 to complete the 
parish registration form. You are  
welcomed here!  
 
Birthday Reflection 
As I prepare to celebrate my 52nd  
Birthday this coming, Thursday Novem-
ber 24, I would like to pause and say 
thanks to my parents Bill and Marge for 
the gift of life! I am honored to be your 
Pastor at St. Benedict the Moor and St. 
Mary Magdalene Parishes. Also, Happy 
Birthday to our Sacristan, Jeannette 
Finch celebrating her birthday also on 
Thanksgiving Day! 
 
Fr. David Taylor will be celebrating his 
birthday Friday, November 25!  
 

Second Collection 
The Second Collection this weekend is 
the 2022 Retirement Fund for Religious. 
Please be as generous as possible.  
 
Something to Think About… 
“The cross is the way to paradise, but 
only when it is borne willingly. “ 

- St. Paul of the Cross 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Rev. Thomas J. Burke 
Pastor 

E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Last month, 
Emeritus Pope 
Benedict XVI, at 
the age of 95, 
surprised the 
world and broke 
his long silence to 
explain why the 
Second Vatican 

Council was necessary. The Second Vati-
can Council, Vatican II, was the first ecu-
menical council in the history of the Cath-
olic Church to focus on what it means to
be a Church. Previous councils were 
focused mostly on theological questions 
related to the Holy Trinity. As a result of 
Vatican II, we have a better understanding 
of how we are to live as a community of 
faith in a world that often denies that such 
a community is even possible.

The Anglican Old Testament scholar Chris-
topher J.H. Wright once wrote: “It is not 
so much the case that God has a mission 
for his church in the world, as that God 
has a church for his mission.”  In the 
Catholic Church, we believe that the call 
to missionary discipleship is to continue to 
learn about our faith and to go out into 
the world and live the gospel. This is the 
definition of what it means to be a Chris-
tian and is a suitable reflection as we 
prepare for the Feast of Christ the King. 

Going out into the world to spread the 
Good News is not one of many of the 
Church’s tasks; it is the whole reason for 
our existence as a Church. We must be a 
presence in the world. In the words of the 
Second Vatican Council, the Church is the 
“universal sacrament of salvation.”

To that end, Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI 
wrote a letter to Father David Pivonka, 
TOR, President of Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, in October to address the 
International Symposium on ecclesiology 
(theology of the nature and structure of 
the Church). The Pope explained that 
before Vatican II, many Catholics misun-
derstood the role of the Church in the 
world. In his letter to Fr. Pivonka, Pope 
Benedict discussed his work during the 
Second Vatican Council and “the struggle 
for a right understanding of the Church 
and the world in our time.”

Pope Benedict wrote, “When Pope John 
XXIII announced [the Second Vatican 
Council], to everyone’s surprise, there 
were many doubts as to whether it would 

be meaningful, indeed whether it would 
be possible at all….” Pope Benedict contin-
ued, “A new council proved to be not only 
meaningful but necessary. For the first 
time, the question of a theology of 
religions had shown itself in its radicality. 
The same is true for the relationship 
between faith and the world of mere 
reason. Both topics had not been foreseen 
in this way before.”

The retired pontiff affirmed his continuing 
belief in the importance of Vatican II. He 
acknowledged that many feared that the 
council would result in chaos. Indeed, that 
has been the criticism of the council by 
many Catholics in recent times. Nonethe-
less, Pope Benedict affirmed that updating 
our theological understanding of the 
Church as the Body of Christ was 
important.

Pope Benedict wrote that in the eyes of 
many clergy and theologians, “... Vatican II 
at first threatened to unsettle and shake 
the Church more than to give her a new 
clarity for her mission.” He added, howev-
er, that the effort was vindicated and that 
“the need to reformulate the question of 
the nature and mission of the Church has 
gradually become apparent. In this way, 
the positive power of the Council is also 
slowly emerging.”

The task of fulfilling the promise of the 
Second Vatican Council is ongoing. It is 
manifested in the process known as 
“synodality,” in which the laity is encour-
aged to play a more active role in the life 
of the Church and in God’s mission to 
evangelize the world. In his recent letter 
to Franciscan University, Pope Benedict 
clarified that our understanding of the 
Church is not merely an administrative 
matter but a joyful matter of Catholic 
spirituality.

He wrote: “If ecclesiology had hitherto 
been treated essentially in institutional 
terms, the wider spiritual dimension of 
the concept of the Church [is] now joyfully 
perceived.” Let our participation in the life 
of our parishes be more than a matter of 
administrative tasks but a prayerful 
encounter with the living Christ.

Father Matthew’s Dramatized Scriptural 
Rosary is broadcast nightly at 7:00 PM on 
102.1 FM. 

Father Matthew’s Bible Studies are held 
on Thursdays at 7:00 on Zoom.

Fr. David Taylor

On this feast of 
Christ the King, we 
end the present 
church year and 
prepare for the 
Advent season. This 
year we have 
followed Luke who 

showed us what servant leadership is 
all about.

In the Gospel we are presented with 
two very different perspectives of 
service to others. There is one by rule, 
and another by love. The Gospel of 
Luke has presented us with the life of 
Jesus, who lived on the margins of life 
for our sake and showed us how to 
follow his example. He always sees the 
potential good in others and calls us to 
do the same. One of the men who 
hung on the cross beside Jesus 
recognized this. He asked for salvation 
and was forgiven.

One of the major challenges we face in 
life is to recognize the potential good-
ness in every person. It is easy to 
condemn and see others as leading a 
wasted life, but each time we do this it 
always comes back to us. Real humility 
is never a sign of weakness. By identify-
ing with those on the margins of life he 
gave new hope and the promise of 
forgiveness. No one is ever completely 
lost to evil as long as one can recognize 
goodness and respond to it.

Jesus exercised his power by changing 
human hearts and not by unwilling 
force. He calls for a vision of life that 
goes beyond our ordinary way of think-
ing. This is why he was rejected even 
by his very own. Next Sunday as we 
begin Advent, a new season of hope, 
we pray for the compassion and 
forgiveness that Christ taught us both 
by his life and death.

This week l celebrate my birthday. I 
thank God for my family, friends and all 
of you for enriching both my life and 
ministry.
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