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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Dolores Denton 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 
Christina Hall 

Patti Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 
Joan Moran 
Pierre Nshimyumukiza  
Josephine O’Connor 

Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Richard A. Stewart Jr. 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

November 27 11:00 am  
First Sunday of Advent 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Members & Families of St. Vincent De Paul 

(Society of SVDP) 

December 4 11:00 am  
Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Morris Saty 

(Simone Hickey) 

 

Happy Birthday!  
 

JAMES BRYMN 
ALDA JOHNSON 

CHARLES L DAVIS 
OGUNDU NGWU 

WOODROW FRAZIER 
ANDREW IGBINEWEKA 

AKUOL ACHUIEL 
SANDRA WILSON 
NORA PEACOCK 

 
 

This week  

the Sanctuary  

Candle is Lit for  

Frankmae Winslow 

by Gerald Winslow 

STEWARDSHIP FOR NOV. 20 
AND  

THANKSGIVING WILL BE  
POSTED IN THE  

DEC. 4TH BULLETIN 

Black Catholic History Facts 

 

Sr. Thea Bowman, born on December 29, 1937, 
was a Black Catholic religious sister, teacher, and 

scholar who made a major contribution to the 
ministry of the Catholic Church toward her       

fellow African Americans. She became 
an evangelist among her people, assisted in the 

production of an African American Catholic   
hymnal, and was a popular speaker on faith 

and spirituality in her final years. She also helped 
found the National Black Sisters Conference to 

provide support for African-American women in 
Catholic religious institutes. Sr. Thea passed away 
on March 30, 1990. In 2018, she was designated 

a Servant of God. Sr. Thea is one of six African 
American men and women on the road to     

Sainthood.  

Protection of God’s Children  
 

Report suspected child abuse at the  
24-Hour Child Abuse Hotline: 800.932.0313.  

If a child is in imminent danger, call 911.  
To report church-related abuse to the Diocese of Pittsburgh call:  

888-808-1235 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on 
KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is December 4th. A link to the  
podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

                                                     For more information, contact  
                     Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or mhawkins@diopitt.org 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 
Be Prepared! 
Today we begin a new season and a new 
calendar year in the Church as we begin 
Advent. The word Advent means a 
“coming” or “arrival” and makes us 
think of the theme of waiting as the 
Church invites us to prepare to  
celebrate both Jesus’ birth and his 
promise to return at the end of time. 
Today’s readings call us to embrace 
God’s transforming presence in our 
lives. 
 
In the first reading of the prophet Isaiah, 
we read how a prophet describes the 
peace that comes when nations learn to 
walk with God. This reading looks ahead 
to the day Israel’s relationship with God 
is renewed as a result of God’s love. 
 
In the Second reading to the Romans, 
Paul urges us to put away the deeds of 
darkness and walk by the light of Christ. 
Our minds and actions need to embrace 
necessary changes in our life.  
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus strongly 
urges that the people prepare for the 
coming of the Lord by staying awake. 
We do not approach this encounter in 
fear and trepidation but with a joyous 
expectation of God’s fulfillment.  
 
The Season of Advent invites us to learn 
and to prepare ourselves for the coming 
of Christ. We seek mercy for the times 
we have preferred darkness over light, 
and awaken our hearts to receive Christ, 
helping to bring about his coming, both 

now and forever. As we light the First 
Purple Candle in our Advent Wreath, let 
us stay watchful and be prepared. 
 
Parish Improvements 
Matt Mertz Plumbing has repaired the 
broken pipe underneath the floor of the 
first floor restroom of the Rectory Offic-
es. They had to cut a hole in the wall 
and remove the stairs that connect the 
rectory to the church. The repair to the 
leak has been made and Tom Morgan 
from Ocean Breeze repaired the steps 
connecting the church to the rectory 
office. Dave Schmidt from the Diocesan 
Office of Property and Planning is  
assisting us with an Insurance Claim to 
the parish pay for these major repairs. 

 
Parish Share 2022 
Our Goal for Parish Share this year is 
$30,000. We still need to raise $17,000 
by the end of December. Parish Share is 
the annual fee the Diocese assesses to 
each parish to help operate the Dioce-
san offices in Green Tree, help run St. 
Paul Seminary, our Hospital Chaplain, 
and College Campus Ministry Programs, 
and help train our Catechists and lay 
volunteers throughout the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh. We all benefit from Parish 
Share. As you plan to make your year-
end donations, please remember St. 
Benedict the Moor Parish Share  
Program so we can reach our goal! 
 

Management Fee 2023 
Please note the Diocese of Pittsburgh is 
changing the annual Parish Share Cam-
paign for 2023 and calling it a Manage-
ment Fee. The Management Fee  
program is a method of allocating the 
operational cost of the Diocese over the 
Parishes it supports. This calculation is 
going to be more simplified and direct. 
The Management Fee will be calculated 
by all offertory collections, donations, 
bequests, and other operating income. 
The Management Fee that we have  
assessed for 2023 is $37,727.  
 
Our monthly fee to reach this amount 
will be $3,144 which will come out of 

our checking account monthly that we 
will have to pay.  Please help us by mak-
ing a weekly or monthly contribution to 
the parish so we can pay this assess-
ment  
 
St. Benedict the Moor 
School Masses 
The students, faculty, and staff of St. 
Benedict the Moor School invite parish-
ioners to celebrate monthly mass with 
them. The next school mass will be held 
Thursday, December 8 at 1pm in the 
school auditorium. St. Benedict the 
Moor Catholic School is located at 631-
Watt Street in the Hill District. Parking is 
available on Watt Street or in the school 
parking lot. Please use the Main  
Entrance of the School to enter. 
 

Welcome Home 
A special welcome to Abe and Amara 
Itodo who recently registered in the 
parish. If you attend mass here on a  
regular basis and are not officially  
registered, please call Priscilla Davis at 
the parish office 412-281-3141 to  
complete the parish registration form. 
You are welcomed here!  
 
Looking Ahead 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception- 
Thursday, December 8 
9am- St. Bede  
9am- St. James  
Noon-Mother of Good Counsel 
7pm- St. Bede 
7pm- St. Benedict the Moor 
 
Something to Think About… 
“I would like to be remembered as a 
person who wanted to be free, so other 
people would also be free.”    

- Rosa Parks 
 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Rev. Thomas J. Burke 

Pastor 
E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Advent is a 
good time to 
take stock of 
where we have 
been and 
where we are 

going. Almost everyone I know has a 
close friend or relative who has left 
the Church. What can be done about 
this, and how can we reach people 
who have left the Church? Also, how 
can we keep them from leaving in 
the first place? In 2014, Sean Patrick 
Cardinal O’Malley answered these 
questions in a talk titled “Handing on 
the Faith.” 

Cardinal O’Malley called on parishes 
to revitalize opportunities for adult 
faith formation. He recognized that 
people have different needs at differ-
ent stages in their walk with Christ. 
He identified three groups of people 
parishes should reach out to. “First,” 
he said, “to our active parishioners 
who are our volunteers, lay minis-
ters, and committed Catholics, we 
need to help them to have a deeper 
understanding of the faith and enjoy 
the richness of the scriptures, the 
catechism, the social encyclicals, the 
spiritual masters, and medical ethic.” 
Our lay ministers and clergy need to 
know how the Church engages rapid-
ly-changing times.

Cardinal O’Malley identified a second 
group. He said, “We need to reach 
out to the unchurched by having a 

good RCIA program and teams that 
are finding new ways to invite 
people to consider joining the 
Church.” RCIA should prepare new 
adults to the Catholic faith to devel-
op a healthy and vibrant prayer life.

The third group Cardinal O’Malley 
identified that we should reach out 
to is the most difficult. These are 
inactive Catholics. The cardinal said, 
“There are at least 13 million 
[inactive Catholics] in the United 
States … we have a responsibility to 
them.” This group is often over-
looked, but Cardinal O’Malley said, 
“We must set our priorities, 
resources, and time not just for 
those who are active in the Church 
[but also for] our brothers and sisters 
who, for reasons great or small, have 
stormed off or simply drifted away.” 
He added, “Jesus said that the Good 
Shepherd left the 99 and went after 
the one lost sheep. We often stay 
with the one safe sheep and let the 
99 wander off.”

Advent is a time for introspection 
and renewal. This is as true for 
parishes as it is for individuals. This 
advent let us rededicate ourselves to 
prayer, worship, and evangelization.

Father Matthew’s Dramatized Scrip-
tural Rosary is broadcast nightly at 
7:00 PM on 102.1 FM. 

Father Matthew’s Bible Studies are 
held on Thursdays at 7:00 on Zoom.

Fr. David Taylor

During the time of 
Apartheid in South 
Africa, there were 
many brave individ-
uals who were will-
ing to put their lives 
on the line in the 
quest for freedom. 

Their actions were heroic, but they 
were freedom fighters. They had a 
kind of spiritual hope which enabled 
them to struggle for a future that 
many of them would not live to see.

One such leader was Stephen Biko. In 
his brief life he was willing to leave 
family and travel long distances to 
encourage others to keep up the 
struggle. He died in witness to free-
dom, vision, and hope. He did not live 
to witness the liberation of South 
Africa, but his life was not in vain.

Years ago, Isaiah the prophet spoke 
of a vision of hope and freedom born 
of struggle. He had a dream of uni-
versal peace. He had a dream of a 
time in which people from all over 
would attempt to climb the Lord's 
mountain. There would then be a 
time of universal peace. Although he 
was speaking of Israel and Judah his 
vision was universal. 

Today we still have the ability to 
hope like Isaiah, Stephen Biko, and 
many others. Although these kinds of 
visions of peace often appear to be 
continually deferred, there is never a 
reason to give up.

The Advent season gives us a time of 
renewal where we can pause and 
renew this hope, but as the Gospel 
reminds us, there is only so much 
time. We too are challenged to climb 
the mountain, always in hope, with a 
willingness to continue the struggle 
for a future we all can share. May we 
have a blessed and peace filled 
Advent. 
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