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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

JANUARY 1, 2023 



2     JANUARY 1, 2023  ●  SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Dolores Denton 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 
Christina Hall 

Damitra Penny Harris  
Patti Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 
Joan Moran 
Pierre Nshimyumukiza  

Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Richard A. Stewart Jr. 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Happy Birthday!  
Lual Bak Achuiel 

Pierre Nshimyumukiza 
Gwendolyn Young 
Carmen D’Amico 

Yvette Graham 
Tammy L Harp-Jagers 

                                       Toluwani Ogunyemi 
                                         Aneesha Pierce-Rutherford 

Mass Intentions 

January 1 11:00 am  
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Lamia Whaby 

(Simone Hickey) 

January 8 11:00 am  
Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Frederick B Ellis  

(Len & Rita Costa) 

 

Stewardship DECEMBER 24 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$1,102.00 $500.00 $625.00 

This week  

the Sanctuary  

Candle is Lit in 

Memory of  

Deceased Finch & 

Carter Families  

by Jeanette & Lisa Joy 

Finch 

Stewardship DECEMBER 25 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$1,183.00 $7,039.00 $216.00 

Protection of God’s Children  
 

Report suspected child abuse at the  
24-Hour Child Abuse Hotline: 800.932.0313.  

If a child is in imminent danger, call 911.  
 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on 
KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is today, January 1st. A link to the  
podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
                     Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or mhawkins@diopitt.org 

Black Facts 
John S. Rock was an American teacher, doctor, dentist, lawyer and 
abolitionist. Rock was one of the first African-American men to earn 
a medical degree, as well as the first black person to be admitted to 
the bar of the Supreme Court of the United States. Additionally, 
Rock is credited with bringing the “Black is Beautiful” concept to the 
masses during a speech of his in 1858. He was born to free parents 
in 1825 in New Jersey, and was fortunate enough to be educated, 
learning to read and write. At 19 years old he became a teacher. At 
25 he graduated from American Medical College in Philadelphia. He 
was soon known as a well-respected dentist, often treating runaway 
slaves making their way through Boston on the Underground Rail-
road. He eventually began to study law, and in 1861 at 36 years old, 
he passed and was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar. He opened 
his own law office where he advocated for Blacks and worked as an 
abolitionist. In 1865 he was admitted to the bar of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Rock passed away in 1866 at 41 years 
old from tuberculosis.  
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Pastor’s Note  
 
Happy New Year! 
This weekend we celebrate the  
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, 
and World Day of Peace. We reflect 
on God’s gift of a baby born to Mary. 
Even in challenging times of war, 
natural disasters, crime in our  
neighborhoods, illnesses, or financial  
difficulties, let us still ponder God at 
work in our lives. 
 
In the First Reading from the Book of 
Numbers we read that God blesses 
the tribes of Israel as they begin the 
journey to the promised land. In the 
Second Reading to the Galatians, 
Paul reminds us that by the power of 
the spirit we have become children 
of God. In the Gospel of Luke, we 
read how the angels make haste to 
inform Mary and Joseph about the 
good news and identity of their  
newborn child, and Mary keeps all 
this in her heart for their reflection.  
 
As we begin a new year, let us be 
remindful that we are to be the light 
of the world amid darkness, and to 
bring the peace of Christ to all that 
we encounter. Let us make some 
new year’s resolutions and goals to 
be a better person.  
 
Christmas Wafer “Oplatki” 
Christmas wafers, also known as 
“Oplatki” are available in the back of 
the church. Package includes five 
blessed wafters for a $5.00 dona-
tion. Please see Marilyn Dunson. 
Start a new family tradition by  
having these wafters at your holiday 
gatherings. The Burke and Dvorsky 
families have done this tradition for 
many years, and it adds a nice touch 
to the holiday dinner. 
 

Parish Share 2022 
The 2022 Goal for Parish Share is 
$30,000. We currently are $17,000 
short of the goal which we will need 
to tap into our savings account to 
pay this bill in the next few weeks. 
Parish Share was the annual assess-
ment the Diocese appointed to each 
parish to help operate the Diocesan 
Offices at the Pastoral Center in 
Crafton, operate St. Paul Seminary, 
and run the Hospital Chaplain, and 
College Campus Ministry Programs. 
This year the Diocese is doing away 
with Parish Share and now calling it 
an Assessment Fee which will be 
deducted automatically out of our 
checking account. Our assessment 
for 2023 is $37, 727. As you plan 
your new year donations, please  
remember St. Benedict the Moor 
Parish. 
 
Your financial contributions in the 
weekly offertory collection help us 
continue to keep the church updat-
ed, clean and comfortable. If you get 
parish envelopes in the mail, please 
use them. We pay for the postage 
and printing plus it makes things 
easier for our money counters to 
calculate than counting the loose 
checks. On- line giving is also an  
option through Faith Direct.  
 
Music Ministry 
In the December issue of the  
Pittsburgh Catholic Magazine, on 
page 20, there is a wonderful article 
about the history of St. Benedict the 
Moor Choir and Antonia Long is  
interviewed! Extra copies are  
available in the back of the church! 
 
Beginning after the holidays we will 
be actively searching for a new  
Director of Music. If you know some-
one who is interested in applying, 
please let me, or Antonia Long 
know. Special thanks to Antonia 
Long and Craig Yankes who are help-
ing with the music program in this 
transitional phase. We are also look-
ing for more members to join our 
wonderful choir! 
 
Called For More Grant 
I am pleased to announce that the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh has awarded 
St. Benedict the Moor Parish a grant 
through the Catholic Leadership  
Institute (CLI) which we will be  

participating in the Called For More 
Program next year! This three-year 
initiative will help us look at where 
we are as a parish and how we can 
grow in our faith. I am pleased to 
appoint Jennifer Whitley, Priscilla 
Davis, and Greta Stokes Tucker as 
our Primary Point of Contacts for 
this program. Stay tuned for more 
exciting information to follow in the 
next several weeks how you can  
participate and become involved! 
 
Thank You 
Special thanks to all the volunteers 
who helped decorate our church for 
Christmas.  
 
Our parish office is currently closed 
for the Christmas and New Year’s 
Holiday and will reopen on  
Tuesday, January 3.  
 
 
Something to Think About… 
“It is not he who begins well who is 
perfect, it is he who ends well who 
is approved in God’s sight.” 

- St. Basil the Great 
 

 
Happy New Year 2023 

 

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

On a recent cold, 
rainy winter night 
I found myself in 
damp clothing, 
trudging through 
narrow, uneven 
post-industrial 
streets and rail-
road tracks, to 

Cioppino's cigar bar, near the Allegheny 
River. Having had little sleep the night 
before, and after spending the day talking 
with teenagers about faith and reason, 
religion and science, I was regretting my 
decision to meet with Dale Killmeyer and 
Howison Schroeder to discuss the role of 
men of faith in today’s church.

Once inside, thick cigar smoke filled the 
room at Cioppinos. On a TV screen mount-
ed on the wall, the 49ers were soundly 
beating the Seahawks. Amid clinking glass-
es of bourbon, the rumbling voices of men 
rose in the bar. We raised our voices in 
our little group too, so that we could be 
heard above the noise. We talked about 
things that increasingly trouble Catholics 
everywhere in the United States: Fewer 
young people find meaning in the church; 
fewer men are good role models of 
Christian discipleship; fewer visitors to our 
parishes encounter Christ in the liturgies 
and the sacraments. We asked what the 
role of men is in Christian discipleship. We 
asked what ministries men can provide 
within the parish. We asked how we can 
get men to return to the church.

Women are asking similar questions about 
the church today. Many young people 
accuse churchgoers of hypocrisy. This, 
however, is not a problem for Christians. 
We expect to find sinners and hypocrites 
in the church. The church is exactly where 
we want to see them. Jesus came to call 
sinners. The church should be a place 
where sinners encounter Christ. Neverthe-
less, we cannot allow those who no longer 
visit the church to get things twisted; the 
most astounding examples of sainthood 
are also found in the Church, sitting next 
to the sinners. We participate in the 
liturgy to be drawn out of ourselves. We 
come to the sacraments to be healed. The 
Church is a place for both saints and 
sinners.

Killmeyer works with a group of mostly 
middle-aged men who volunteer for 
ministry in women’s shelters, soup kitch-
ens, and food pantries. Many of the 

people they meet suffer from mental ill-
ness, substance abuse, and physical or 
emotional trauma. The men do not always 
have the right words to comfort the peo-
ple they meet, but they know how to build 
and fix things. That’s what they do. They 
express God’s love in simple and direct 
ways. They practice the most fundamental 
of virtues, they offer a ministry of pres-
ence. They are present to people who are 
struggling on their journey. There are 
many ways to express love for people in 
need; not all of them are verbal.

In our conversation, we noted that men 
tend to be results-oriented; we evaluate 
our efforts by results we can measure. But 
this is not the best way to evaluate minis-
try or discipleship in Christ. We don't 
always see the results of Christian disciple-
ship. We have to be okay with that. 
People in distress “backslide” and repeat 
the same mistakes that got them into 
trouble in the first place. As men of faith, 
we must learn what faithful women have 
known for centuries: the best we can do is 
be present to people who are in need. We 
must be willing to accompany them on the 
journey where we meet them. God will do 
the rest. We cannot always control the 
outcome.

We realized that, as a rule of thumb, it is 
not a good idea to be results-oriented 
when it comes to Christian ministry. Those 
who insist on seeing the results of their 
efforts invite discouragement and disap-
pointment. They flirt with burnout. When 
it comes to ministry, the practice is the 
thing. We live in the moment, but we 
must be oriented toward eternity. When 
we are reminded of our destination in 
Christ, everything else falls into place and 
we find meaning in each passing day.

We are entering a new year. It brings with 
it 21st century challenges of war, 
recession, inflation, and social polariza-
tion. There is nothing young people need 
more at this time than to discover the 
wisdom of the past 2,000 years. The 
security of the future depends on our 
memory of the past. We must remember 
the past, not just to avoid its mistakes, but 
to draw upon its truths. This is what 
Schroeder, Killmeyer and I discussed on 
that wet winter night in December. Each 
new year finds us poised between memo-
ries of the past and hopes for the future. It 
is the path of mature Christian 
discipleship. Happy New Year.

Fr. David Taylor

Today's feast day 
continues our 
Christmas celebration. 
The focus remains on 
the Holy Family. In 
every age Mary 

continues to lead us to Jesus. What a 
tremendous way to begin our new year.

The Christmas season is a family occa-
sion, and Mary shows us the humanity of 
Christ. In Mary’s prayer, The Magnificat, 
we get a glimpse of how Jesus accom-
plishes our salvation. Jesus becomes 
human; he feels our sorrows, joys, and 
fears. She proclaims that Christ will lead 
the way in bringing justice, peace, and 
forgiveness to our human endeavors. 
This enables us to show Christ to others 
in the way we live and serve. Both the 
Visitation and the Magnificat show the 
extent of servant love which would 
become the hallmark of the mission and 
service of Christ. And we are given the 
opportunity to join in this mission of 
bringing Christ to the world.

We enter this new year with many     
challenges. We still have a mandate to 
overcome hate, poverty, war, and many 
other obstacles which we face in our 
lives. The Holy Family invites us to have a 
renewed vision of how living Christlike 
can make the difference. We are blessed 
to have to have many ministries within 
our parish to help us along the way. May 
God bless our new year. It is a new gift 
from God helping us to make love and 
service the hallmark of our lives.
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