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Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

JANUARY 22, 2023 



2     JANUARY 22, 2023  ●  THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Dolores Denton 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 
Christina Hall 

Damitra Penny Harris  
Patti Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 
Joan Moran 
Pierre Nshimyumukiza  

Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Richard A. Stewart Jr. 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Happy Birthday!  
 

Winfred Roach 
Ebunoluwan Ogunyemi 

Carol Derewicz 
Aiden Betters 

Owen Lesnefsky 
Elizabeth Mary 

Mass Intentions 

January 22 11:00 am  
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Dorothy Yankes 

(SBTM Choir) 

January 29 11:00 am  
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J Burke 

Aiden Betters 

(Ann Betters) 

 

This week  

the Sanctuary  

Candle is Lit in 

Memory of  

Deceased Finch & 

Carter Families  

by Jeanette & Lisa Joy 

Finch 

St. Benedict the Moor Will Be  

Participating in a Parish-Wide Survey  
 

St. Benedict the Moor Parish will be participating in a parish-
wide survey about discipleship conducted by the Catholic 

Leadership Institute!  We need your help! 
 

Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute survey 
online.  The survey can be accessed through an online link 
from February 5th thru 22nd, and will ask you to reflect on 
your own spiritual growth and enable you to give feedback 
on our parish’s efforts to help you grow.  All responses will 
be confidential and the parish will only receive information 
about the community as whole. We will share the link with 

you a bit closer to the launch of the survey. 
 

We are trying to get the highest response rate possible.  This 
information will be invaluable to Fr. Tom and our various 

ministries as we plan for the future and strive to be the best 
disciples we can be.  We will receive the results this spring/
summer at which time we will share what we have learned 

with the entire parish. 
 

If you prefer a paper copy you may pick one up after Sunday 
Masses (Feb. 5, 12, 29).  They will be located in the back of 
the church. To submit the completed paper survey, please 
drop off in the box that will be provided in the back of the 
church.  To make special arrangements for getting a paper 

copy, please contact Priscilla Davis at the parish office, 412-
281-3141.   

Thank you for helping with this important project! 

Stewardship JANUARY 15 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$4,308.00 $10,440.00 $800.00 

Retrouvaille Weekend February 17-19, 2023 
 

Is your marriage going down the right road…or is it a little off 
track? Life can be difficult, and so can the challenges you face in 
marriage. Does the distance between you seem wide? Are you  

already separated? Looking for a better way? Retrouvaille can help 
offering hope for a better relationship.   

 
Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer couples that can help 
you learn the tools of healthy communication to build intimacy 

and to heal, just as they have done in their own  
marriages. Retrouvaille can help you get your relationship back on 

track.  For Information about our February 17-19, 2023 
Retrouvaille Weekend visit our website:  HelpOurMarriage.org, or 

call our local community at 412-277-3434. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 
Follow Me! 
As we continue through the early 
weeks of Ordinary Time, we begin 
reading Jesus’ early ministry years in 
Galilee. The first thing Jesus does is 
preach that the kingdom of God is at 
hand. This weekend, we celebrate 
the Third Sunday of Ordinary Time, 
also called Word of God Sunday, a 
day when we celebrate the power 
and grace contained in God’s word 
and scripture. The readings this 
weekend focus on Jesus inviting us 
to come and follow him. 
 
In the first reading from Isaiah, we 
read how a prophet looks forward to 
a future filled with light and free-
dom. God’s glory will be exhibited as 
the plan of salvation unfolds for the 
people. 
 
In the Second Reading from Paul to 
the Corinthians, we read how Paul 
challenges us to remain united in 
Christ who died on the cross for us. 
Paul urges us to put aside our differ-
ences and work for the common 
good. 
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus  
begins his ministry in Galilee, 
preaching that the kingdom of heav-
en is at hand as we hear the call of 
Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and 
John. He invites them to drop their 
fishing nets and come and follow 
him. Both the first reading and  
Gospel speak of people being drawn 
from darkness to light. Jesus calls his 
first followers from the darkness of 
their own lives into the light of  
discipleship in the kingdom.  
 
James and John overcame any fear 
or reluctance and trusted that God 
would give them whatever they 

needed to follow Jesus. We are all 
called to be Jesus’ disciples, to serve, 
care for and love others. May we all 
answer yes when Jesus says, “come 
and follow me.”  
 
Parish Assessment 2023 
Every Parish in the Diocese of  
Pittsburgh has an “Assessment”  
assigned to them to help run the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh. This assess-
ment, used to be called “Parish 
Share.” This year’s Assessment is 
$37,000. This fund helps operate the 
Diocesan Pastoral Center and St. 
Paul Seminary in Crafton, and our 
Hospital Chaplain, and College  
Campus Ministry Programs. As you 
plan to make your donations, please 
remember St. Benedict the Moor 
Parish. 
 
Your financial contributions in the 
weekly offertory collection help us 
continue to keep the church updat-
ed, clean and comfortable. If you get 
parish envelopes in the mail, please 
use them. We pay for the postage 
and printing plus it makes things 
easier for our money counters to 
calculate than counting the loose 
checks. On- line giving is also an  
option through Faith Direct.  
 
St. Benedict the Moor  
Parking Lot 
We have seen an increase in the 
number of unauthorized cars park-
ing in our church parking lot that are 
not affiliated with the parish. Begin-
ning this Monday, January 23, 2023, 
the parking lot will be open 7am to 
3pm then locked. If you need to park 
in our parking lot during the week-
day or weekends, please call Priscilla 
Davis ahead of time to make  
arrangements.  
 
During all home games of the  
Penguins hockey season, parking is 
available for a $20 donation in our 
parking lot for non-parishioners. If 
you are going to be attending the 
game, please notify Priscilla Davis or 
Fr. Tom ahead of time so that we 
can get you on the reserved parking 
list with your name and license plate 
number.  
 
Active, registered parishioners will 
not be charged to park but a dona-
tion to the parish is appreciated to 

help us offset the costs for mainte-
nance and upkeep.  
  
Music Ministry 
In the next few months, will be  
actively searching for a new Director 
of Music. If you know someone who 
is interested in applying, please let 
me, or Antonia Long know. Special 
thanks to Antonia Long and Craig 
Yankes who are helping with the 
music program in this transitional 
phase.  
 
Called For More Grant 
The Diocese of Pittsburgh has 
awarded St. Benedict the Moor  
Parish a Grant through the Catholic 
Leadership Institute (CLI), which we 
will be participating in the Called for 
More Program. This three-year initi-
ative will help us look at where we 
are as a parish and how we can grow 
in our faith. Jennifer Whitley, Priscil-
la Davis, and Greta Stokes Tucker are 
our Primary Point of Contacts for 
this program. Stay tuned on how you 
can participate and become  
involved! 
 
 
Something to Think About… 

Don’t worry about failures, worry 
about the chances you miss when 

you don’t even try.  
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

In Crossing the 
Threshold of 
Hope (1994), 
Pope Saint John 
Paul II described 
prayer as an 
opus gloriae
(glorious work) 
of humankind. 

We are called to participate in the glori-
ous work of God. Conventional 
knowledge and skills, such as science 
and technology, will only get us there 
part of the way. Without communion 
with God through prayer, science and 
technology are directionless and can 
easily lead us to harm humankind and 
all creation. 

John Paul pointed out that humans 
were created to be stewards and 
attendants over all earthly creatures 
and natural resources. In this sense, 
everyone in communion with God 
through the Church is a “priest, proph-
et, and king” to all creation. As a priest, 
we intercede on behalf of humanity 
through our prayers and voluntary sacri-
fices. As a prophet, we speak to God on 
humanity’s behalf and bring the word of 
God to humanity. As a king, we have 
stewardship over creation; we must 
tend the “garden” of the earth. Our 
responsibility as Christians is to do the 
glorious work of God in a beautiful but 
troubled world.

This means we must share creation’s 
universal longing to be freed from a 
meaningless existence. The Apostle Paul 
tells us that universally, creation longs 
to be freed from the path of corruption. 
The entire earth longs to be created 
anew. We must be humble and allow 
the Holy Spirit to work in us; only then 
will we be agents of God’s renewal of 
humanity and our environment. Paul 
said all creatures groan with the new 
creation’s birth pains. The life of prayer 
of Christians should arise in solidarity 
with those pains. 

In Paul's letter to the Romans, we read: 
“We know that all creation is groaning 
in labor pains even until now; and not 
only that, but we, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, also groan within 
ourselves as we wait for … the redemp-

tion of our bodies (Romans 8:22-23).” 

Our prayers should express the aspira-
tions of creation’s groanings. Pope Saint 
John Paul II said, “We must pray with 
‘inexpressible groanings’ to enter the 
rhythm of the spirit’s entreaties.” We 
must listen to the cries of the spirit and 
respond. This is why St. Paul the Apostle 
said the Holy Spirit will teach us how to 
pray. As we read in Romans 8:26, “The 
Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; 
for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but the Spirit itself intercedes 
with inexpressible groanings.”

Therefore, the essence of Christian 
prayer is not self-expression but listen-
ing to the voice of God. Saint John Paul 
II wrote in Crossing the Threshold of 
Hope, “Man achieves the fullness of 
prayer, not when he expresses himself 
but when he lets God be most fully 
present in prayer.” This, he notes, was 
the method of Saint Francis of Assisi, St. 
Theresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross, 
and St. Ignatius of Loyola, among 
others. He said that the Holy Spirit 
guides us in prayer, but we must not put 
obstacles in the way of the Holy Spirit’s 
work.

Citing the letters of Paul, John Paul II 
emphasized that prayer is not only our 
search for God; it is God’s revelation to 
us. He wrote, “Through prayer, God 
reveals Himself as Creator and Father, 
as Redeemer and Savior, and as the 
Spirit who scrutinizes everything.” The 
Holy Spirit even scrutinizes the depths 
of God Himself and the secrets of the 
human heart (1 Corinthians 2:10 and 
Psalm 43 [44]:22). This is why all Catho-
lics must develop spiritual maturation 
through daily meditation on passages of 
sacred scripture, contemplation of 
various songs and religious images, and 
the practice of prayer that enables us to 
hear the voice of God.

Father Matthew’s Dramatized Scriptural 
Rosary is broadcast nightly at 7:00 PM 
on 102.1 FM. 

Father Matthew’s Bible Study is on 
Zoom every Thursday at 7:00 PM. 
Please see the bulletin or the parish 
website for details on registering.

Fr. David Taylor

One of the signifi-
cant challenges to 
leadership and 
authority can be 
isolation and the 
temptation to act 
without the support 
and affirmation of 

others. Jesus was faced with this 
challenge by the devil near the begin-
ning of his public ministry. He chose 
however to pick Apostles and disciples 
to join with him on his mission of 
salvation. He worked with a community 
of ministers who had to learn how to 
be bold as their leader in leading 
others to the light. 

The Apostles would on occasion 
encourage him to stay back and 
minister from a distance, but this was 
not his way. He always encouraged 
many along the way to join him in 
bringing "light" to the world.

This was a challenge in my discernment 
of a vocation to the priesthood. I knew 
my many years of study and prepara-
tion had to include opportunities to 
experience ministry and service 
firsthand. I was blessed in that I 
received a lot of support in this. I was 
able to gain many skills in ministry by 
serving in the inner-city areas of 
Chicago. I learned that ministry is best 
learned with first-hand experience.

When Jesus called many others to 
serve, it was always done to be 
inclusive. He taught that every minister 
needed likewise to be a recipient of 
service and ministry. Going at it alone 
can never be the means of a successful 
ministry.

Here in our parish, we are striving to be 
supportive of many new and diverse 
ministries, and we have been given 
new support to enhance them. The call 
is as real today as it was when Jesus 
first called his disciples. This is how we 
shed light on the world.
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