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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     FEBRUARY 19, 2023  ●  SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Dolores Denton 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 
Christina Hall 
Damitra Penny Harris  

Patti Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
James McCarthy 
Eric McDonald 
Joan Moran 
Pierre Nshimyumukiza  

Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Richard A. Stewart Jr. 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Happy Birthday!  
KELLY GREEN 

JULIE MONDELLO 
JOELYNN PARHAM 
CARLOTTA BLACK 
MONITIQUE DAVIS 
STELLA LOWDEN 
MEKHI MUNANG 

CHARELISE DAVIS 
SAMANTHA BETTERS 

MARGETTA STOKES-TUCKER 

Mass Intentions 

February 19 11:00 am  
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

The Holy Face of Jesus 

(Jacob & Carolyn Peternal) 

February 26 11:00 am  
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J . Burke 

Mrs. Margaret Grace Onaiwu Cole-Emuze 

(Andrew & Pauline Igbinewka) 

This week  

the Sanctuary  

Candle is Lit in  

Honor of  

Lisa Joy Finch 

by Jeanette Finch 

Stewardship FEBRUARY 12 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,720.00 $750.00 $205.00 

Disciple-Maker Index Survey—Please Read 
The DMI survey that St. Benedict the Moor will be  

participating in will be active from February 22 (Ash  
Wednesday) - March 31. The parish-wide survey conducted 

by the Catholic Leadership Institute focuses on discipleship. It 
will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and  

enable you to provide feedback on our parish’s efforts to help 
you grow. All responses will be confidential, and the parish 

will only receive information about the community as whole. 
 

We are trying to get the highest response rate possible. This 
information will be invaluable to our Pastor and our various  

ministries as we plan for the future and try to be the best  
disciples we can be. We will receive the results of the survey 

this spring/summer, at which time we will share what we 
have learned with the entire parish.  

 
All parishioners are asked to participate in the 10–15-minute 
survey online. We will share the link with you a bit closer to 
the February 22 launch of the survey. A paper copy will be 
available in the gathering area of the church for those who 
prefer paper. To make special arrangements for getting a  
paper copy mailed to you, please contact Priscilla in the  

Parish Office at 412-281-3141. 
 

Thank you for helping with this important project! 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on 
KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is February 26th . A link to the  
podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 
Forgive! 
Last Monday afternoon, I left the St. 
Mary Magdalene Parish office 
around 3pm, headed down South 
Dallas Avenue, and turned on the 
radio to KDKA Radio 100.1 Fm to 
listen to the news. There was a live 
news conference regarding the 
shooting of McKeesport Police Office 
Sean Sluganski who was killed in the 
line of duty just after Noon on  
Versailles Avenue in McKeesport.  
 
I was in complete shock and had to 
catch my breath and cling on to the 
steering wheel. I was very familiar 
with McKeesport with my best 
friend, Fr. Steve Kresak, being the 
Pastor of the former Corpus Christi 
Parish in McKeesport just down the 
street from the shooting, and my 
classmate Fr. Terry O’Connor, is now 
the Pastor of Mary Mother of God 
Parish which serves the communities 
of East McKeesport, McKeesport, 
and White Oak. Officer Sluganski 
grew up in Baldwin and his mom 
Terri is a member of Blessed Trinity 
Parish in Baldwin, Brentwood,  
Carrick (where I grew up) and Hays 
which Fr. Steve Kresak is the Pastor. 
 
Fr. Steve, Bishop Zubik and I concele-
brated the funeral for Officer  
Sluganski this past Tuesday at St. 
Albert the Great Church of Blessed 
Trinity Parish. It was a very emotion-
al day. I grew up in a police family, 
with my father Bill having served 
thirty years on the Pittsburgh Police 
Force and is the founder of the Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial on 
the North Shore, and my brother-in-
law, Eric Schueler, currently serves 
on the Pittsburgh Police Force. I am 
also the Catholic Chaplin for the 
Pittsburgh Police Department.  

It is very emotional and heartbreak-
ing losing a police officer killed in a 
line of duty, but as people of faith 
we need to pray and keep the faith.  
 
This weekend we celebrate the  
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
The readings focus on forgiving our 
enemies.  
 
In the first reading from Leviticus, 
we read how God instructs Moses to 
challenge the people of Israel to be 
bold and strive to exhibit such divine 
love in the way they treat each  
other. 
 
In the Second Reading to the Corin-
thians, we read how Paul teaches 
that belief in the Lord Jesus leads to 
true wisdom which is exhibited in 
those who know they belong to 
Christ, who rule over all creation. 
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, we read 
the conclusion of the “Sermon on 
the Mount” which we have been 
reading the past several weeks as 
Jesus redefines the meaning of  
retaliation and the love of enemies. 
Jesus teaches us that we are not to 
hold grudges or seek revenge. We 
are called to forgive and seek  
reconciliation.  
 
God is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in kindness. 
We must be willing and eager to for-
give those who wrong us. As we pre-
pare for the Lenten Season this 
week let us forgive someone who 
has hurt us. Let us Let Go and Let 
God!  

 
Ash Wednesday 
Masses will be held: 
1pm—St. Benedict the Moor School 
6:30pm—St. Benedict the Moor 
Church 
 

Parish Assessment 2023 
This weekend, our parish celebrates 
“Giving Weekend,” kicking off the 
annual Parish Appeal Program 
(formally known as Parish Share). 
Every registered parishioner should 
have received an information packet 
this past week regarding the pro-
gram. Every Parish in the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh has an “Assessment”  
assigned to them to help run the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh. This assess-
ment, used to be called “Parish 

Share.” This year’s Assessment is 
$37,000. This fund helps operate the 
Diocesan Pastoral Center and St. 
Paul Seminary in Crafton, and our 
Hospital Chaplain, and College  
Campus Ministry Programs. We are 
asking every family to make at least 
a $50 donation every month  
towards the appeal so that we can 
obtain our goal.  
 
Disciple Maker Index Survey 
Please participate in the online  
parish survey that we will be  
conducting starting this coming 
week running from February 22 thru 
March 31. All responses will be con-
fidential, and the parish will receive 
the results in the Spring.  
 
Paper copies of the survey are also 
available after all the Sunday mass-
es. Please contact Priscilla Davis at 
the parish office to have a paper 
copy mailed. 
 
Happy Birthday 
Congratulations to Dorothy Dansby 
celebrating her 95th birthday this 
weekend! 
 
Something to Think About… 
We must show love for those who 

do evil to us and pray for them. 
Nothing is dearer or more pleasing 

to God than this.  
- St. Bridget of Sweden 

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

As someone not 
born into the 
Catholic Church, it 
is difficult for me 
to understand 
those who think 
Catholicism has no 
appeal beyond 
cradle Catholics. 
While Protestants 

are often guilty of doing nothing but evange-
lizing, Catholics err in the opposite direction; 
we tend to do everything except evangelize. 
Marcel Dumais, in his groundbreaking work 
on Catholic evangelization titled "After Em-
maus: Biblical Models for the New Evangeli-
zation" (2014), explained it this way:

We have a lot of questions today 
about how to evangelize, how to bear 
witness, how to transmit the faith. 
These questions about ‘how’ are very 
important, but the more fundamental 
question is ‘what’ -- what to transmit. 
We are no longer sure about what to 
transmit, and that is why we are so 
worried about the question of how. If 
we knew exactly what to communi-
cate, it would be much easier to find 
the answer of how [to communicate 
it].

This is the fundamental question: what do 
we propose to share with the world? It 
shouldn't just be apologetics, dogma, and 
doctrine. People will have little interest in 
our answers until they first have an oppor-
tunity to discern the questions that should 
be most important to them. What questions 
should they be asking? Konstantin Stanislav-
ski, one of the leading theater directors of 
the 20th century, told his actors to ask three 
questions as they are on the stage: "Who am 
I? Where did I come from? Where am I 
going?" These questions are not only good 
for the theater; we should ask them amid 
the drama of life. They will prod us toward 
deeper self-examination.

The "what" of evangelization is when, where, 
and how we first encountered Christ and our 
ongoing relationship with the Lord. It is not 
enough to think and speak in cliches and 
empty talking points; we must examine our 
life in Christ with all of its challenges and 
complexities. It is not enough to talk about 
what we know through instruction and 
memorization; we have to learn how to talk 
about our journey through life.

The ability to share the experience of our 
encounter with Christ in our ordinary 
everyday activities, relationships and 
experiences is an important part of real 
evangelization. That requires considerable 

self-reflection and examination. Such 
deliberate and disciplined reflection and self-
examination is rare.

Recently, Father Dwight Longenecker, a 
"convert" to Catholicism, wrote a column 
titled  “10 Reasons Why Catholics Don't 
Evangelize.” It appeared in the National 
Catholic Register. Fr. Longenecker made 
many potentially controversial points. He 
talked about the lingering effects of clerical-
ism in which “The people in the pew don't 
take ownership [or] feel it is their job to 
evangelize,” and that “too many Catholics 
confuse evangelization with getting people 
to join the Catholic Church." One of my 
favorites is where he discusses the need for 
“a more creative and flexible approach” to 
RCIA.

The column is worth reading in its entirety. 
Two points stood out for me: the tendency 
for cradle Catholics to be “cultural Catholics” 
and “slack use of [digital and hard copy] 
resources” to strengthen our formation. Fr. 
Longenecker points out that cultural Catho-
lics “regard their religion like Jews do. It's 
something you're born into.” Cultural Catho-
lics see their membership in the Church as 
something like an ethnic or national identity. 
Us “converts” see things differently.

For the past 2,000 years, the Church has 
struggled against reducing religion to 
ethnic or national identity. This is why our 
Old Testament readings during Mass focus 
on the theme of “The New Jerusalem.” The 
city of God is no longer just for those born 
into the faith; people are drawn to it. God 
has children but no grandchildren. You do 
not inherit the Catholic faith; you are formed 
by the liturgy, sacraments, and apostolic 
teaching.

This is why we should be dissatisfied with 
our slack use of resources. Fr. Longenecker 
points out we have “more resources than we 
can handle ... It's not the lack of resources as 
much as the lack of people who will use 
[them].” Longenecker notes that “orthodox, 
relevant, attractive and dynamic" resources 
are available online and in books and 
pamphlets, but they are wasted if unused. 

We Catholics tend to believe that it is 
sufficient to be born into the faith. The truth 
is that being born into the faith is not 
enough; we must participate in an ongoing 
faith-formation process. We must also be 
aware that Catholicism is not like a national 
or ethnic identity; our parishes should 
become places where people encounter 
Christ regardless of their ethnic or cultural 
background. That is the essence of 21st 
century evangelization.

Fr. David Taylor

Today continues a 
series of Gospels from 
the Sermon on the 
Mount. At the heart of 
today's Gospel is that a 
disciple of Christ must 
be willing to love 

unconditionally. Many would see this as 
nearly impossible. We live in a society 
where conditions are preeminent in nearly 
every aspect of daily life. Indeed, we 
impose many of these conditions on 
ourselves and others.

Hate is a very deadly and dangerous thing. 
It must be reserved for actions such as 
intolerance, injustice, bigotry, racism, 
selfishness, and self-centered living. It can 
never be directed to a person. We must 
hate sin but never the sinner. This is one of 
the most challenging aspects of Christianity.

When Nelson Mandela was released from 
twenty-seven years of unjust imprison-
ment, he had every reason to be bitter and 
angry. Many looked for him to exact 
revenge, but immediately he sought 
reconciliation with justice and peace. He 
was often criticized for this, but he knew 
better. His years in prison taught him the 
price of discipleship. Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu of South Africa helped lead the way 
for Mandela to embrace leadership without 
hatred and retribution. Mandela was able 
to lead a new South Africa with justice and 
peace.

Hate can deprive us of every good thing in 

life. It can rob us of our dignity and give a 

"victory" to evil. Mandela and many others 

have suffered unjustly, but he never gave 

up his dignity by caving into hate. He leaves 

a legacy for all who would heed Christ’s call 

to rise above a call for retribution.
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