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Mass Schedule  
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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

MARCH 19, 2023 



2     MARCH 19, 2023  ●  FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Dolores Denton 
Patricia Ellis 
Fomunjeng Family 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Thoren Griffin 
Christina Hall 
Damitra Penny Harris  

Patti Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Harold Lee 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
James McCarthy 
Eric McDonald 
Joan Moran 
Pierre Nshimyumukiza  

Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Andy Papworth 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Sharon Silvestri 
Janice Simmons 
Richard A. Stewart Jr. 
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

March 19 11:00 am  
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Fr. Thomas J Burke 

Dame Mary Walker 

(Carol Sims) 

March 26 11:00 am  
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Margaret Barbare 

(Theresa Orlando) 

 

****Don’t Forget**** 
The DMI survey is now active through March 31st. Please 
take 10 to 15 minutes of your time to complete this VERY  

important survey. It will greatly benefit our parish.  
The survey is online at  

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/g18a3g  
however, a  paper copy will be available in the gathering area 

of the church for those who prefer paper. To make special 
arrangements for getting a paper copy mailed to you, please 

contact Priscilla in the Parish Office at 412-281-314.  
Thank you for helping with this important project! 

Happy Birthday!  
Deonna Dykes 

Daidra Younger 
Tara Long 

Priscilla Davis 
Elie Ebo 

Josephine O’Connor 
Genevieve Sanford 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

 
Thursdays at 7 pm on Zoom. 

Please see the parish website to 
register. 

 
Also, Be sure to tune in to  
Fr. Matthew’s dramatized  

Scriptural Rosary at  
7:00 PM every evening on  

102.1  FM 

Little Sisters of the Poor Collection  
 

The Little Sisters of the Poor and their volunteers will be with us after 
all masses next weekend (March 26th) to collect for their mission. Your 

contributions enable them to continue the work of their foundress, 
Saint Jeanne Jugan, in caring for the elderly poor at their home on  

Benton Avenue in Brighton Heights. They are counting on your  
continued support. Church collection donations can also be given 

online at www.littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org. If you or anyone 
you know is looking for a new job opportunity, they have several  

positions open including CNAs and RNs. 

At the end of a hard-fought basketball season with many nail-biting victories, 
the Saint Benedict the Moor boys came in at second place in their division in 
the diocese. We are proud of them, and we love them. They also rock in the  
classroom when we talk about religion. We will honor them during Mass this 

Friday at St. Benedict the Moor School at 1:00 PM where  
Fr. Matthew will be the celebrant.  

 
**STEWARDSHIP FOR MARCH 
12TH WILL BE POSTED IN THE 

MARCH 26TH BULLETIN** 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 
Let’s Eliminate Negative Thinking! 
Over the past several years, I have 
noticed that my eyesight is not as 
sharp as it once was when I was 
younger. You may notice now while I 
celebrate mass or attend meetings, 
that I need to rely on my 
“cheaters” (non-prescription eye-
glasses) to help me see. Having 
these glasses now helps me see the 
words a little bit clearer. 
 
This weekend we celebrate the 
Fourth Sunday of Lent, also known 
as Laetare Sunday, or Rejoice Sun-
day. We are halfway through the 
Lenten Season. All the readings this 
weekend focus on walking in the 
light, not the darkness of the world.  
 
In the First Reading from the Book of 
Samuel, we read how a prophet 
learns to rely on the Lord before he 
can carry out his mission. God re-
moved Saul as King of Israel and told 
Samuel to anoint his successor.  
Samuel goes to Bethlehem to anoint 
one of Jesse’s sons, David, as King.  
 
In the Second Reading from Paul to 
the Ephesians, we read how Paul 
reminds us that we are no longer to 
walk in darkness, but that rather the 
light of the world. 
 
In the Gospel of John, we read how 
Jesus heals a man born blind, and 
reveals himself as the Light of the 
World. This is one of the seven 
“signs” (miracles) found in the first 
half of the Gospel of John. Neighbors 
of the blind man are skeptical of his 
healing and the Pharisees confront 
and drill the man. The Pharisees care 
little about the blind man getting 
healed. They are jealous, and envy 
of Jesus. As the argument between 

the Pharisees and the healed man 
continue, it becomes clear that the 
Pharisees are the ones who are 
“blind”, whereas the blind man sees 
clearly. 
 
There are many forms of blindness: 
selfishness, insensitivity, pride, prej-
udice, and materialism. A narrow 
mind, a small heart, all these lead to 
a loss of vision.  
 
As we approach this “half- way” 
mark of the Lenten season, let us 
open up our eyes and see the good 
in our midst.  
 
The Second Collection today is for 
Catholic Home Missions Appeal and 
the National Catholic Collection for 
Black and Indian Missions. Please be 
as generous as possible. 
 
Let us pray for the people of Ukraine 
and for peace in Eastern Europe and 
pray for the residents of East Pales-
tine Ohio who were affected by the 
recent Train Derailment.  
 
Joint Council Meeting 
Pastoral and Finance Council will 
meet jointly today, Sunday, March 
19 after the 11am mass in the  
Sacristy.  
 
Music Ministry 
We are currently seeking a Director 
of Music for St. Benedict the Moor 
Parish. A search committee has been 
formed consisting of: Antonia Long, 
Esa Davis and Carol Johnson. With 
our parish finances very delicate, we 
are seeking out financial support 
from parishioners so that we can 
hire a very qualified musician. Thank 
you to Craig Yankes and Antonia 
Long for being the interim music 
ministry team during this transition. 
We appreciate your patience and 
understanding.  
 
Disciple Maker Index Survey 
Please participate in the on-line  
parish survey that we are conducting 
thru March 31. All responses will be 
confidential, and the parish will  
receive the results in the Spring.  
Paper copies of the survey are also 
available after all the Sunday  
masses.  
 
Parish Assessment 2023 
Every registered parishioner  

should have received an information 
packet regarding the Annual Parish 
Appeal Program (formally Parish 
Share). Every Parish in the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh has an “Assessment”  
assigned to them to help run the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh. Our Assess-
ment is $37,000. This fund helps  
operate the Diocesan Pastoral  
Center and St. Paul Seminary in 
Crafton, and our Hospital Chaplain, 
and College Campus Ministry  
Programs.  
 
We are asking every family to make 
at least a $50 donation every month 
towards the appeal so that we can 
obtain our goal.  
 
Parish Offices Closed This Week 
Please note that due to our Office 
Manager, Priscilla Davis, having eye 
surgery, our Parish Offices will be 
closed this week, March 20 thru 24. 
Please hold any non-emergency calls 
until March 27. If you need assis-
tance, please call the St. Mary  
Magdalene Parish Office at 412-661-
7222 ext. 0.  
 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday to our Office  
Manager, Priscilla Davis, celebrating 
her birthday this Thursday, March 
23rd! 
 
 
Something to Think About… 

“A single sunbeam is enough to 
drive away many shadows. “ 

- St. Francis of Assisi  

 
 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Last week 
baptism was the 
theme of our 
readings. This 
week we have 
three themes: 
anointing, illumi-
nation, and 
receiving the 

Holy Spirit. In our first reading, the Lord 
sends the prophet Samuel on a journey 
to anoint a new king for Israel. The Lord 
tells Samuel, “Fill your horn with oil and 
be on your way. I am sending you to 
Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen my 
king from among his sons.” Samuel 
surveys Jesse’s sons, looking for a man 
who is tall and strong. He expects God’s 
anointed to look like a king. But this is the 
folly of looking with human eyes rather 
than God’s. 

When Samuel comes across a young man 
who seems to fit the part, he says to the 
Lord, “Surely the LORD's anointed is here 
before him.” But God replies, “Do not 
judge from his appearance or lofty stat-
ure because I have rejected him. Not as 
man sees does God see because man 
sees the appearance, but the LORD looks 
into the heart.” This was God’s response 
to all of the most likely candidates from 
Jesse’s household.

Finally, Jesse brought his most unlikely 
son to Samuel. David was the youngest. 
He was doing chores nobody else wanted 
to do, tending sheep. God said, “There—
anoint him, for this is the one!” This is 
where we see the connection between 
being anointed and receiving the Holy 
Spirit. The narrator continues, “Samuel, 
with the horn of oil in hand, anointed 
David in the presence of his brothers; and 
from that day on, the spirit of the LORD 
rushed upon David.”

This is highly unusual. In the Old Testa-
ment, the Holy Spirit was conferred on 
prophets and kings for a period of time to 
carry out specific tasks. David was differ-
ent. He prefigured the grace we receive 
in baptism, where the Holy Spirit 
descends upon us and remains with us 
until our death. We also find this imagery 
of David in the 23rd psalm. In the 23rd 
Psalm, David’s anointment was associat-
ed with being protected from evil. The 
Psalmist said, “Even though I walk in the 
dark valley, I fear no evil; for you are at 

my side with your rod and your staff that 
give me courage. You spread the table 
before me in the sight of my foes; you 
anoint my head with oil...”

The next line signifies the descent of the 
Holy Spirit, who enables David to dwell in 
God’s presence for the rest of his life, 
“Only goodness and kindness follow me 
all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in 
the house of the LORD for years to 
come.” 

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians introduced 
the theme of illumination. Those who 
dwell in the Spirit dwell in the light. Paul 
wrote, “Brothers and sisters: You were 
once darkness, but now you are light in 
the Lord. Live as children of light, for light 
produces every kind of goodness and 
righteousness and truth.” Paul compares 
human wisdom with slumber and the 
darkness of night, as compared to the 
illumination of daylight that awakens the 
dead. Paul wrote, “Awake, O sleeper, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ will give 
you light.”

The Gospel continues this theme of illu-
mination and awakening that comes from 
being anointed with the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
described the urgency of his ministry 
when he said to his disciples, “We have 
to do the works of the one who sent me 
while it is day. Night is coming when no 
one can work. While I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.” 

When Jesus healed the blind man, those 
who walk in darkness and judge by 
human eyes insisted that this was the 
work of the devil. The man who had once 
been blind was harassed by men who had 
a reputation for seeing clearly and judg-
ing what is right and wrong. Jesus told 
the man who had been blind that he had 
come to reveal that those who think they 
can see are really blind and to enable 
those who are blind to see. Jesus came to 
judge what passes for wisdom in the 
world. He said, “I came into this world for 
judgment, so that those who do not see 
might see, and those who do see might 
become blind.”

As we continue our Lenten journey, we 
are called to be people who are anointed 
by the Holy Spirit. We are called not to 
judge by the world’s standards, but to 
see the world through God’s eyes. We 
should not judge by appearances; we 
must look into the heart.

Fr. David Taylor

Recently I was 
reading two stories 
about the history of 
St. Peter Claver 
Parish in Lexington, 
Kentucky. The par-
ish was featured in 
the Catholic 

Extension magazine, and there was 
also an article in the Black Catholic 
Messenger. It was the first Catholic 
parish established for Black Catholics 
in the central Kentucky area. Both my 
brother and l attended the school; I 
was there in the first grade. It was 
our first experience in the Catholic 
faith. Many schools were segregated 
at the time. Our family converted to 
Catholicism over the next two years. 
Little did we know that we would 
both have a vocation to the priest-
hood from this initial experience in 
the church.

Today this parish is a home for 
African refugees, especially from the 
Congo. It continues to be a spiritual 
home for African American Catholics 
as well as Filipinos and Koreans. A 
new church will be dedicated soon. A 
church is always called to be a place 
of refuge and welcome. Fr. Norman 
Fisher, the pastor, is both African 
American and Filipino. The parish 
stands out as a place of welcome, 
especially for newly arrived people of 
faith.

During this time, we celebrate the 
rites of scrutiny. We acknowledge the 
reality that we are all on journey with 
our candidates. They do not travel 
alone. And we all seek safe haven as 
we continue on our own continual 
conversion. The Lenten season shows 
us that we are all in this together, 
and we can never be the church of 
Christ without being the church of 
welcome. We are all one in Christ.

 A
d

v
e

rtise
 

B
u

sin
e

ss
o

r D
io

ce
sa

n
.co

m
/

8
0

0
-2

3
3

-8
2

0
0

3440


