
Novena to St. Benedict the Moor 
Patron Saint of African Americans, Immigrants and Exiles of Color 

 
PRIEST: O Lord, who hast rendered St. Benedict of Sanfratello illustri-
ous by the admirable penance he practiced, and by the favors thou 
hast bestowed upon him, grant us, by his mediation, that, imitating 
his example, and mortifying ourselves for love of thee, we may, 
through thy mercy, participate in the glory he now enjoys in heaven. 
Amen. 
 

All: Oh, Saint Benedict the Moor, true friend and servant of God. The Lord has filled you with 
every blessing and made you holy and immaculate in His sight. You were called to follow 
Christ Jesus and were enriched with the gifts of His Spirit, so that your life would remind us 
that God shows no partiality among His people. For in His benevolence God calls all to 
friendship and communion of life with Him so that we might serve our brothers and sisters 
and His Holy Church.  
 
All: Oh, Saint Benedict the Moor, true friend and servant of God. The Lord has filled you with 
every blessing and made you holy and immaculate in His sight. You were called to follow 
Christ Jesus and were enriched with the gifts of His Spirit, so that your life would remind us 
that God shows no partiality among His people. For in His benevolence God calls all to 
friendship and communion of life with Him so that we might serve our brothers and sisters 
and His Holy Church.  
 
PRIEST: You served God by thirsting for His Word and desiring, most of all, a poverty of spirit 
and a communion of heart with Him. Oh, lover of solitude and prayer, of pure heart, meek, 
humble, peaceful, and generous, with selfless love towards others, pray for us that we too 
may live in austerity and simplicity of life. 
 
All: Protect also by your prayer’s immigrants and exiles and all those who are despised and 
deprived of freedom because of race, religion, or ethnicity. Pray that they may find respect, 
help and friendship, recognizing that they have a dignity that comes from being a child of 
God. 
 
PRIEST: Oh, gentle Saint Benedict, we humbly ask for your intercession as we lift up to you 
our needs (offer personal intention). 
 
All: Pray that this intention may be granted if it is in accord with the will of God. We thank 
you for your compassionate heart and for your desire that we seek first the Kingdom of God 
and all else will be provided to us. We make this prayer and this request as always through 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
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