
 

If you or someone you know is inquiring 
about the Catholic faith, please let them 
know to email our RCIA coordinator at 
RCIA@ihmrcc.org.  

ONLINE GIVING Do you happen to forget your donation 
envelopes at home? It is easier than ever to give! Sign up 
for online giving at http://giving.ihmrcc.org. Thank you for 
your generous donations! 

HEALTH SERIES Discuss current nutrition and health 
topics, learn about low-cost, healthy recipes, and discover 
new ways to stay active and independent. Join Erin Jewell 
(erinj@umd.edu, 301-475-4485) for Fresh Conversations, a 
nutrition education bi-monthly program series for older 
adults (50+). Register for upcoming sessions at: https://
go.umd.edu/FreshConversationsSTM2020. 

HELP OUR MARRIAGE Do you feel alone? Are you 
frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue, or have 
you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about 
it only make it worse? Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi 
with a long i) helps couples through difficult times in their 
marriages. This program has helped many couples 
experiencing difficulties in their marriage. For confidential 
information or to register for the upcoming program 
beginning with a weekend on January 29th - January 31st, 
2021, please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call (443) 
400-7017, or email: 3015@HelpOurMarriage.org  

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MASS TIMES Thursday, 
December 31st at 5:30 pm. Friday, January 1st at 10 am 
and 5:30 pm. Confessions and Adoration on Friday, January 
1st from 4:30 pm until 5:30 pm.  

LOYOLA ON THE POTOMAC Ignatian Weekend Retreats 
“We Journey in Hope” January 8-10 (Men), January 22-24 
(Men), January 29-31 (Men and Women), February 26-28 
(Men), March 5-7 (Men), March 12-14 (Women). 
The weekend retreat fee is $245/ $195 for first time 
retreatants  or young adults (35 years and younger). 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Today’s Feast of the Holy Family is 
celebrated on the first Sunday after 
Christmas, appropriately linking the 
Incarnation of Jesus to the human family 
who loved, protected, and taught him.  

 Sometimes, when we think of 
the Holy Family, we imagine them as different from 
ourselves: holier and more spiritual. Well, that is certainly 
true. They were perfect in obedience and virtue, and 
fulfilled the biblical prescriptions for properly caring for 
and loving one another in the sight of God. These 
prescriptions we see in the first reading and the psalm: 
God sets a father in honor over his children; a mother’s 
authority he confirms over her sons. Whoever honors his 
father atones for sins, and preserves himself from them. 
When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches who reveres 
his mother. And Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways. 

 So yes, the reality is that they were holy, but they 
were also fully human – which means that what they 
attained is possible for each one of us. We are given the 
command, the opportunity, and the grace to be more like 
them. They were committed to God and to one another, 
despite terrible hardships and circumstances. In Saints 
Joseph and Mary, we human beings who give us an 
example of how to live together in mutual love and 
concern while facing day-to-day demands and challenges. 
In them we also have saintly intercessors in prayer who 
can help us through difficult times. And, of course, in the 
Son – both fully human and fully divine – we have the 
example of perfect love who provides the Way to eternal 
life, and the Holy Spirit who remains in his place to assist 
us in all we do.  

 In an address a few years ago on this feast day, 
Pope Francis said: Every nativity scene shows us Jesus 
together with Our Lady and St. Joseph in the grotto of 
Bethlehem. God wanted to be born into a human family, he 
wanted to have a mother and father like us. Like us, today, 
Mary and Joseph felt sorrow, grief, fear, uncertainty, and 
unease. He continued, Jesus wanted to belong to a family 
that experienced these hardships, so that no one would 
ever feel excluded from the loving closeness of God 
(Angelus address, Dec. 29, 2013).  

 The Gospel tells us, When they had fulfilled all the 
prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God 
was upon him. The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
can help us, guide us, give us strength, and remind us that 
God has a plan for our lives. He asks us to conform our 

hearts and minds to him and what he wills for us. When  
we do, the road may still be filled with difficulties, but we 
are able to meet them with trust and confidence that God 
is an integral part of our family, helping us face whatever 
comes our way, that we, too, may become strong, filled 
with wisdom, and have the favor of God upon us. 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Fr. Marco 



 

 
 
 

December 28 — January 3 
 

Monday  1 Jn 1:5--2:2/Ps 124:2-5, 7-8/ 
 Matt 2:13-18  
9:00 am  Nilda Vila (S) 
 

Tuesday 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-6/ 
 Lk 2:22-35  
5:30 pm Clay Sonford (D) 
 

Wednesday 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-10/ 
 Lk 2:36-40  
9:00 am Dcn. Dan E. Cummings (D) 
 

Thursday 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-13/ 
 Jn 1:1-18  
5:30 pm Luis Nicholas Martinez (S) 
 

Friday Num 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8/ 
 Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  
10:00 am Alexander Schad (D) 
5:30 pm All IHM Parishioners 
 

Saturday 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1-4/ 
 Jn 1:19-28  
9:00 am Dcn. Roberto Salgado (D) 
4:00 pm Christine Kalil (D)  

  

Sunday Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13/ 
 Eph 3:2-3, 5-6/Matt 2:1-12  
8:30 am George Widmayer (D) 
11:15 am  The Hicks Family 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners 

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Anthony Thomas, Louise Shafer, Helen 
Daye, Kathleen Floyd, Mary Oliver, Judith Ann Allgood,  
Vince Guerin, Regan Corliss, Jack Makin, Belle Riddell, 
Corrine Geraty, Jane Keyon, Sarah Crecelius, Linda F. 
Gieser, Patricia V. Rose, Jim Brown, Ralph Gough Sr.,  

Please note:  names will remain on these lists for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER 
 

We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be 
nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer  

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10:00 am prior to 
the Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to 
editing.  

SING ALONG DURING MASS  For those attending Mass in 
church, online, or in the parking lot,  please join us in song 
at songs.ihmrcc.org. 

LIVESTREAM MASS Join us for our livestream Masses: the 
4 pm Mass on Saturdays in English, and 1 pm on Sundays in 
Spanish at mass.ihmrcc.org.  

APOLOGETICS CLASS The next class is on January 4th from 
7 pm to 8:30 pm at St. John’s in Hollywood, in the St. Jude 
Room, of the Msgr. Harris Center. The next class will be 
“The Galileo Trial .” Class is also available via Zoom: see the 
St. John’s parish website.  

YOUTH RALLY Relentless 2020: A New Year’s Eve Rally for 
6th-12th graders consisting of worship, games, snacks, a 
bonfire and prayer time, with a focus on sharing the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Tickets cost $15 and include a t-shirt or 
necklace. Limited to the first 200 people to register. 
Sponsored by CareNet of Southern Maryland. 

Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/126260985005/ 

COVID-19 VACCINES Throughout the past few weeks, we 
have heard a lot of information about the testing and 
development of safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines. 
There have been continuous conversations within the 
Catholic community about the safety and morality of these 
vaccines, so we are glad to say that both Moderna and 
Pfizer have developed vaccines using mRNA, and without 
the use of controversial fetal cell lines. Similarly, both 
vaccines have been tested in an ethical way that is in line 
with previous moral statements made by Pope Benedict 
XVI and the Pontifical Academy for Life. Receiving either 
vaccine would be morally permissible in the Catholic 
Church and would also be an important pro-life decision 
that would help to defend the most vulnerable. Through 
our own personal actions and decisions, we can help to 
protect our neighbors from the coronavirus pandemic. 

For more information on the vaccines and their 
development, you can review a Catholic Standard 
interview with Dr. David Diemert, a medical doctor and 
scientist who is part of a team researching a potential 
COVID-19 vaccine. The US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
has also published a memo on this issue, and you can find 
more information on this topic at their website usccb.org. 
Finally, the Archdiocesan Office of Life Issues recently 
published an article with more information in the Catholic 
Standard at  https://cathstan.org/. 



 

YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED Domestic violence 
refers to a pattern of violent and coercive behavior by one 
adult over another in an intimate relationship. It can 
consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of 
abuse, including threats and control. If you experience any 
form of abuse, please know that there is help. Call the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. To 
learn more about domestic violence, please visit 
www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP), St. 
Mary’s County Chapter is a not-for-
profit 501(c)(3). We are volunteers 
who build beds for kids ages 3-17 
who don’t have a bed of their own in 
St. Mary’s and southern Calvert 
counties. All beds are delivered with 
NEW bedding – a pillow, twin sheets, 
and a comforter. All sponsorship 

money is tax deductible, remains local, and goes toward 
improving the well-being of kids in southern Maryland. Our 
mission is to make sure “No Kid Sleeps on the Floor in our 
Town.” We are in need of support: monetary donations for 
lumber and mattresses; donations of NEW bedding: 
pillows, twin sheets, and comforters; volunteers to cut, 
sand, drill, assemble, stain, and deliver beds. With 
generous donations and a few volunteers, we provide 
needy children with safe, comfortable places to Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace. https://www.shpbeds.org/chapter/md-st-
marys-co. Facebook@shpStMarysCo, 
deborah.faller@shpbeds.org, 844-432-BEDS (2337) ext. 
5949 

PO Box 112, Lexington Park, MD 20653, Request beds 
here: shpbeds.org/request-bed 

PULL TAB FUNDRAISER Join St. John’s School for their 
CASH ONLY drive-thru pull tab event every Sunday from 2-
5 p.m. Cash prizes range from $100 to $500, plus one 
$5,000 prize! They will sell a 100 winner cashboard until 
the final box is sold, and the $5,000 winner is drawn. There 
is a variety of other pull tabs every Sunday. Players will be 
required to stay in their vehicles and practice social 
distancing when interacting with our workers. Adjustments 
may be made dependent on weather and COVID-19. They 
will provide additional game rules during the event. Please 
contact bingo@sjshollywood.org if you have any 
questions.   


