
 

January 2 & 3, 2021 

If you or someone you know is inquiring 
about the Catholic faith, please let them 
know to email our RCIA coordinator at 
RCIA@ihmrcc.org.  

TELEPHONE ROSARY Join the telephone rosary Monday 
through Saturday at 8 pm. This rosary has the special 
intention for healing for those hurt by individuals within 
the church. To participate, call 605-468-8016 and insert the 
code 357090#. For more information contact Sharon 
O'Brien at ArchdioceseCCW@gmail.com.  

ONLINE GIVING Do you happen to forget your donation 
envelopes at home? It is easier than ever to give! Sign up 
for online giving at http://giving.ihmrcc.org. Thank you for 
your generous donations! 

HEALTH SERIES Discuss current nutrition and health 
topics, learn about low-cost, healthy recipes, and discover 
new ways to stay active and independent. Join Erin Jewell 
(erinj@umd.edu, 301-475-4485) for Fresh Conversations, a 
nutrition education bi-monthly program series for older 
adults (50+). Register for upcoming sessions at: https://
go.umd.edu/FreshConversationsSTM2020. 

RIVER BOAT CRUISE The OLSS Travel Club has rescheduled 
their Rhine riverboat cruise for July, 2022, and would like 
you to join them.  A $400 pp deposit ($200 is refundable) is 
required to hold a cabin, with no further payment until 
Spring, 2022. Currently there is a $1,000 pp discount if 
booked before December 31, 2020. Delight in Dutch 
windmills, German castles, and fine French wine on this 7 
day cruise. Contact Mary Beth Brown for more details: 
marybeth@bytheseatravel.com ~or~ 443-623-6368. 

HELP OUR MARRIAGE Do you feel alone? Are you 
frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue, or have 
you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about 
it only make it worse? Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi 
with a long i) helps couples through difficult times in their 
marriages. This program has helped many couples 
experiencing difficulties in their marriage. For confidential 
information or to register for the upcoming program 
beginning with a weekend on January 29th - January 31st, 
2021, please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call (443) 
400-7017, or email: 3015@HelpOurMarriage.org  

LOYOLA ON THE POTOMAC Ignatian Weekend Retreats 
“We Journey in Hope” January 8-10 (Men), January 22-24 
(Men), January 29-31 (Men and Women), February 26-28 
(Men), March 5-7 (Men), March 12-14 (Women). 
The weekend retreat fee is $245/ $195 for first time 
retreatants  or young adults (35 years and younger). 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Matthew’s Gospel provides a fair amount 
of information about Jesus’ life. His first 
chapter begins our Christmas season, 
when at the Christmas Vigil Mass we read 
his account of the genealogy of Jesus 
(Abraham became the father of Isaac, 
Isaac the father of Jacob, etc.). 

 This genealogy links Jesus to the patriarchs – as 
the fulfillment of the great promise of one to come, the 
Messiah. Matthew structured the genealogy into three 
blocks of figures that correspond to epochs of Israel’s 
history: From Abraham to David, from David to the exile in 
Babylon, and from the exile in Babylon to the Christ (1:17).  

 Today’s feast of the Epiphany is a major event in 
Jesus’ life story, and in our own salvation history. The magi, 
men from the east – that is, not from the Israelite people – 
followed the star to find … the newborn king of the Jews! 
What a startling thing! They knew something profound had 
happened in the world, even if it had not been part of their 
own heritage to expect such a thing. Yet, they were 
overjoyed at seeing the star, and upon finding Jesus, they 
prostrated themselves and did him homage. To this baby 
they offer gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and we 
see the connection to what is foretold in today’s first 
reading. Rise up in splendor! Your light has come, the glory 
of the Lord shines upon you … All from Sheba shall come 
bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises 
of the Lord.  

 It is also in this moment of God leading non-
Israelites to seek out this baby and acknowledge his reign 
that we see the connection to us: The Son of God has come 
for all people, Jews and Gentiles alike. 

 Saint Paul explains this in our second reading 
today, saying, the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the 
same body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus. 
The light of Christ beckons all, and all are welcome to 
follow it to where Christ may be found. For those of us 
baptized into this light, we – like the magi – bring gifts, in 
this case the gifts of our lives and our faith. We offer our 
very selves for Christ in honor of his kingship, priesthood, 
and sacrifice. And we are to go out into the world that still 
needs that light, and direct others to it. 

 Today’s feast of Epiphany reminds us that the 
glory of the Lord indeed shines upon us. Jesus has come 
into the world. We should all bow and do him homage. 

  

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Fr. Marco  



 

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 

 
 
 

January 4— January 10 
 

Monday  1 Jn 3:22--4:6/Ps 2:7-8, 10-12/ 
 Matt 4:12-17, 23-25  
9:00 am  Jova Velazquez (D) 
 

Tuesday 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-4, 7-8/ 
 Mk 6:34-44  
5:30 pm Jim Brien (D) 
 

Wednesday 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/ 
 Mk 6:45-52  
9:00 am Dcn. Dan E. Cumming (D) 
 

Thursday 1 Jn 4:19--5:4/Ps 72:2, 14-15, 17/ 
 Lk 4:14-22  
5:30 pm Dcn. Roberto Salgado (D) 
 

Friday 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-15, 19-20/ 
 Lk 5:12-16  
9:00 am Msgr. Francis G. Kazista (D) 
 

Saturday 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-6, 9/ 
 Jn 3:22-30  
9:00 am Anna Bott Clifford (D) 
4:00 pm Gerard Mumfrey (D)  

  

Sunday Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10/ 
 Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11  
8:30 am Robert Breslin (D) 
11:15 am  The Hicks Family 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners  

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Anthony Thomas, Louise Shafer, Helen 
Daye, Kathleen Floyd, Mary Oliver, Judith Ann Allgood,  
Vince Guerin, Regan Corliss, Jack Makin, Belle Riddell, 
Corrine Geraty, Jane Keyon, Sarah Crecelius, Linda F. 
Gieser, Patricia V. Rose, Jim Brown, Ralph Gough Sr.,  

Please note:  names will remain on these lists for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY 
 

May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with 
our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one 

another, open to all.  

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10:00 am prior to 
the Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to 
editing.  

IHM MUSIC MINISTRY If you are interested in sharing 
your musical talents with the parish, there is a place for 
you in this ministry! Please call Mary at 240-434-8876 
(leave a message!). 

SING ALONG DURING MASS  For those attending Mass in 
church, online, or in the parking lot,  please join us in song 
at songs.ihmrcc.org. 

LIVESTREAM MASS Join us for our livestream Masses: the 
4 pm Mass on Saturdays in English, and 1 pm on Sundays in 
Spanish at mass.ihmrcc.org.  

APOLOGETICS CLASS The next class is on January 4th from 
7 pm to 8:30 pm at St. John’s in Hollywood, in the St. Jude 
Room, of the Msgr. Harris Center. The next class will be 
“The Galileo Trial .” Class is also available via Zoom: see the 
St. John’s parish website.  

COVID-19 VACCINES Throughout the past few weeks, we 
have heard a lot of information about the testing and 
development of safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines. 
There have been continuous conversations within the 
Catholic community about the safety and morality of these 
vaccines, so we are glad to say that both Moderna and 
Pfizer have developed vaccines using mRNA, and without 
the use of controversial fetal cell lines. Similarly, both 
vaccines have been tested in an ethical way that is in line 
with previous moral statements made by Pope Benedict 
XVI and the Pontifical Academy for Life. Receiving either 
vaccine would be morally permissible in the Catholic 
Church and would also be an important pro-life decision 
that would help to defend the most vulnerable. Through 
our own personal actions and decisions, we can help to 
protect our neighbors from the coronavirus pandemic. 

For more information on the vaccines and their 
development, you can review a Catholic Standard 
interview with Dr. David Diemert, a medical doctor and 
scientist who is part of a team researching a potential 
COVID-19 vaccine. The US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
has also published a memo on this issue, and you can find 
more information on this topic at their website usccb.org. 
Finally, the Archdiocesan Office of Life Issues recently 
published an article with more information in the Catholic 
Standard at  https://cathstan.org/. 


