
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Each of us longs to know and love God 
better (even when we are not conscious 
of that longing). Each of us needs the 
grace of God in our lives. Today’s 
readings subtly teach us something 
important about receiving grace and 
instruction from God. First, he must 

cleanse us. First, he must make room in our hearts so that 
he can fill us with his grace.  

 We notice in today’s first reading that, before God 
gave the Israelites the Ten Commandments, writing his law 
on their hearts, he had to get them out of Egypt. He had to 
free them so that they could be free to love and serve him. 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus cleanses the temple, making a 
whip out of cords and overturning tables! But then, he 
teaches. He prophesies his glorious resurrection. 

 Lent is a time for examining what obstacles to 
grace and instruction from God may be in our lives. 
Remember that God respects our free will, so he doesn’t 
“force” his grace upon us; we have to cooperate. Thus in 
humility, we ask ourselves: What do we need to “cleanse” 
in order to “make room” for God’s abundant grace? What 
false idols might we rank higher than God, even 
unconsciously? Is it politics, our work, comfort, security, 
honor, control, entertainment, fashion, sex, technology, 
the need to be “right”, the righteousness of having been 
“wronged”, any “identity” other than “child of God”? 

  We know that the temple of [Jesus’] body was 
destroyed and raised. Therefore, we can trust that the 
same God who raised Jesus from the dead can also cleanse 
and breathe new life into our hearts.  

  To the world, it may seem foolish to place God and 
his commandments first in our lives, above money, power, 
and pleasure. But Saint Paul reminds us that to 
unbelievers, the simple fact that we glorify Christ crucified 
– Jesus killed as a criminal – is foolish, at best. God, in his 
infinite wisdom, desired this to be the way humankind was 
saved, and so we proclaim with joy: Christ has died, Christ 
is risen, and Christ will come again. 

  

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Fr. Marco 

MEN’S DISCERNMENT RETREAT Cardinal Gregory invites 
men in their 20s, 30s, and 40s, who are interested in 
learning more about the priesthood, to attend a 
discernment retreat led by priests and seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Washington. The retreat will be held the 
weekend of March 26 to March 28 at Saint John Paul II 
Seminary and the Washington Retreat House in 
Washington, D.C. The retreat will be an opportunity to 
pray and reflect on God’s call, meet priests and 
seminarians, hear their stories, and learn more about the 
Seminary and priesthood. There is no cost to attend, but 
registration is required. Please register at https://
dcpriest.org/young-adults. For more information, contact 
Fr. Mark Ivany at 202-636-9020. Please note that all COVID
-19 protocols will be in place to ensure everyone’s safety. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT St. John's School is hosting its annual 
golf tournament on Thursday, May 6, at Breton Bay Golf & 
Country Club. Check-in begins at 8 a.m. Shotgun start at 9 
a.m. Scramble tournament. $125 per individual or $500 per 
foursome. $30 cheat packages (mulligans, throw, and 
string). Food and beverages included. Sponsorship 
opportunities available. Register at www.sjshollywood.org. 

CRS LENTEN RICE BOWLS There are new ways to donate 
this year! Along with the usual boxes that are available at 
the parish, you can submit your tithe over the phone at 1-
877-435-7277, by mail at Catholic Relief Services CRS Rice 
Bowl P.O. Box 17090 Baltimore, MD 21297-0303, or online 
at https://www.crsricebowl.org/ . 

MASS IN TAGALOG You are invited to the next Mass in 
Tagalog (Philippine language) to be celebrated by Fr. Ryan 
Pineda on Sunday, March 14 at 4PM at the Saint Francis 
Xavier Church, (21370 Newtowne Neck Road) 
Leonardtown.  A Tagalog Mass is held every second Sunday 
of the month. For more information or to support this 
county ministry, please email janet.harmon@gmail.com. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS Is Sunday, March 14th. Don’t forget 
to “spring forward” and move your clocks an hour ahead! 

LENTEN  MISSION at St.  Mary's Bryantown Sunday-
Wednesday March 21-24 7-9pm Presented by nationally 
known speakers,  presenters will be Dan and Caroline 
Dirkes.  The theme of the mission is " There Is More" – as 
in,  there is so much more that the Lord wants to do for us 
if we will only open our hearts and minds. The mission is 
free and open to all. Virus safety protocols will be 
observed. For more information contact Father Conley at 
frconley@comcast.net  

MASS AT ST. INIGOES Father William George, S.J. will 
celebrate Mass on Saturday March 20 at 4 pm at historic 
Saint Ignatius church in Saint Inigoes. You are invited to 
bring your family and friends, praying for the needs of our 
Church, State, and Nation in 2021. Masks will be required 
and current State Guidelines will be followed.  



 

 
 
 

March 8 — March 14 
 

Monday  2 Kings 5:1-5/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3-4/ 
 Lk 4:24-30  
9:00 am  Marilyn Matudio (D) 
 

Tuesday Dan 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-9/ 
 Matt 18:21-35  
5:30 pm Wanda Ocado Jonson (L) 
 

Wednesday Deut 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/
 Matt 5:17-19  
9:00 am Sarah Crecelius (D) 
 

Thursday Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-9/ 
 Lk 11:14-23  
5:30 pm George Fairfax (D) 
 

Friday Hosea 14:2-10/Ps 81:6-11, 14, 17/ 
 Mk 12:28-34  
9:00 am Kelly Cutchember (D) 
 

Saturday Hosea 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-21/ 
 Lk 18:9-14  
9:00 am Elizabeth Snider (L) 
4:00 pm Sarah Crecilius (D)  

  

Sunday 2 Chron 36:14-17, 19-23/Ps 137:1-6/ 
 Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21  
8:30 am Angela Brown (D) 
11:15 am  Laura Theophilis (D) 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners 

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Louise Shafer, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, 
Mary Oliver, Judith Ann Allgood,  Vince Guerin, Regan 
Corliss, Jack Makin, Belle Riddell, Corrine Geraty, Jane 
Keyon, Linda F. Gieser, Jim Brown, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty 
LePore, Adele Bavani, Dinnette Briscoe, Bill Wagoner 

Please note:  names will remain on these lists for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR MARCH 
 

Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of 
reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy 

of God.  

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10:00 am prior to 
the Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to 
editing.  

MASS WITH HEALING PRAYERS Mass with Healing Prayers 
is on Tuesday, March 16th. Confession starts at 5 pm, with 
Mass at 5:30 pm. Healing Service with Eucharistic 
Adoration starts at 6:15 pm.  

SING ALONG DURING MASS  For those attending Mass in 
church, online, or in the parking lot,  please join us in song 
at songs.ihmrcc.org. 

LIVESTREAM MASS Join us for our livestream Masses: the 
4 pm Mass on Saturdays in English, and 1 pm on Sundays in 
Spanish at mass.ihmrcc.org.  

APOLOGETICS CLASS The next class is on March 8th from 
7 pm to 8:30 pm at St. John’s in Hollywood, in the St. Jude 
Room, of the Msgr. Harris Center. The next class will be 
“How Dark were the “Dark Ages”?” Class is also available 
via Zoom: see the St. John’s parish website.  

LENTEN YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY The Our Lady Star of 
the Sea Young Adult Group is beginning a Lenten Study 
using Bishop Barron's Conversion series. This series 
illuminates six biblical stories of conversion, demonstrating 
how six ordinary people, just like you, were met by Jesus 
where they were and called to a better life through Him. 
The common theme in each story is the turning of all one's 
attention and energy toward an ever deeper, personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Young adults in their 20s and 
30s are invited to participate. Meetings will be every other 
Thursday via Zoom. Join us for the first session Thursday, 
March 11th at 7:00PM. Email olstar-sea.md@adw.org for 
additional information. 

CHESTERTON CHAT You are invited to join us for an 
informational meeting about a new high school, The 
Chesterton Academy of St. Mary’s. The meeting takes 
place on Tuesday, March 16th from 7pm-8:30 pm at St. 
John Francis Regis Catholic Church, Hollywood, MD (and on 
Zoom). Chesterton Academy Offers a strong Catholic 
identity, a classical Liberal Arts Education, and other 
benefits. For more information and fro a Zoom link, visit: 
https://www.ChestertonStMarys.org 


