
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

A number of people have remarked that 
this year’s Lent went by very quickly. 
Paradoxically, at the same time it feels a 
bit as if we’ve been in a long Lent for over 
a year. I don’t know that any of us 
expected this pandemic to last as long as 
it has, but as more and more people get 

vaccinated, our return to some sense of “normal” is in the 
horizon. 

At the time of Jesus, the Jews had been under Roman 
occupation for about 96 years. Yet they lived with the hope 
of a Messiah, an Anointed One of God who would free 
them from under the feet of their Roman oppressors, and 
bring about a glorious age of freedom and fulfillment. 
Many prophets had pointed to the coming of the Messiah, 
and there was an air of expectation that he would soon 
appear. When Christ rode into Jerusalem, as we 
commemorate on Palm Sunday, He was greeted with 
shouts of joy, because many expected Him to be this figure 
of liberation. When He failed to meet the specifics of their 
expectations (that is, the salvation he offered was not from 
the Romans but from sin), they quickly turned, from 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” to “crucify him!” 

While our pandemic situation, as bad as it has been, does 
not compare to the oppression the Jewish people suffered 
under the Romans for 96 years (and would continue to 
suffer, under foreign occupation until 1948), there is 
something of a parallel. We have been hoping for and 
expecting a sort of salvation and a new birth of freedom, 
not from the Anointed One of God, the Christ, the Messiah, 
but from Pfizer, Moderna and AstraZeneca. These 
“liberators” will in some way fail to meet our high hopes, 
especially as virus variants emerge and some people have 
bad reactions. 

 While those are not reasons to refuse the vaccine 
for most people, this does point us to the fact that we all 
need clarity as to in Whom we must place our trust. 
Freedom from Roman occupation would have been good 
for the Jews; freedom from fear of disease and death 
would be good for us (and anyone); but infinitely better is 
freedom from slavery to sin and from the death brought 
about by sin.  

Whatever may be going on in our world, let us keep our 
eyes fixed on the Lord, from whence comes our help. The 
Lord will guard our coming and going, both now and 
forever. (paraphrased from Psalm 121). When things don’t 
go as we hope, let us not cry “crucify him!” and reject Jesus 
Christ, but instead trust that He is at work in ways 
unknown to us, ways much greater than we even dare to 

hope. “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

  

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Fr. Marco 

BRING BELLS TO HOLY WEEK! During the Gloria at the 
Holy Thursday and Easter Vigil services, parishioners are 
encouraged to ring bells that they bring from home.  

CARE NET “DRIVE THROUGH” BABY SHOWER The IHM 
Confirmation Class of 2021 is sponsoring a Drive Through 
Baby Shower to benefit the Care Net Pregnancy Center of 
Southern Maryland. The baby shower will be held at IHM 
on the weekend of April 24th and 25th, 2021. We are 
asking parishioners to please help us support babies and 
families in need. Items needed include baby formula, 
diapers, baby wipes, diaper rash ointment, baby shampoo, 
baby body wash, baby lotion, blankets, and clothing. Items 
may be dropped off before or after the Mass on April 24th 
at 4 p.m., or April 25th from 8:30 a.m. through 2pm. The 
Confirmation Students will be collecting donations at the 
front door and the door by the hall. Thank you in advance 
for your support of this important cause!  

2021 JUBILARIAN MASS Are you celebrating a special 
wedding anniversary? Each year the Archdiocese of 
Washington honors couples married 25, 30, 40, 50, 60 and 
70+ years at the annual Jubilarian Mass. This year’s Mass 
will be held Sunday, June 27 at 3:00pm at the Cathedral of 
St. Matthew. Seating is limited to allow for social distancing 
and the Mass will be live-streamed. To receive a signed 
Jubilarian anniversary certificate or to register to attend 
the Mass, please contact the parish office before May 14, 
2021  

GOOD FRIDAY FAST AND ABSTINENCE Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and 
abstinence from meat. In addition, Fridays during Lent are 
obligatory days of abstinence, and all Fridays of the year 
are days of penance when either abstinence or another 
equivalent penance is to be done. 
 
Fasting is obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When 
fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well 
as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full 
meal. Abstinence from meat is required for those age 14 
onwards. 
 
If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until the 
Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal fast" 
to honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus and to 
prepare ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate 
more readily his Resurrection.  



 

 
 
 

March 29 — April 4 
 

Monday  Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1-3, 13-14/ 
 Jn 12:1-11  
9:00 am  Grace Balestrero (D) 
 

Tuesday Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17/ 
 Jn 13:21-33, 36-38  
5:30 pm Belizorio Sanchez (D) 
 

Wednesday Is 50:4-9/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34/ 
 Matt 26:14-25  
9:00 am Robena Keatley (D) 
 

Thursday Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-18/ 
 1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15  
7:00 pm Rev. Michal Sajnog (L) 
 

Friday Is 52:13--53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25/
 Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1--19:42  
7:00 pm No Intention 
 

Saturday SEVERAL READINGS 
 FOR EASTER VIGIL 
8:00 pm All IHM Parishioners  

  

Sunday Acts 10:34, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/
 Col 3:1-4/John 20:1-9  
8:30 am All IHM Parishioners 
11:15 am  All IHM Parishioners 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners 

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Louise Shafer, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, 
Mary Oliver, Judith Ann Allgood,  Vince Guerin, Regan 
Corliss, Jack Makin, Belle Riddell, Corrine Geraty, Jane 
Keyon, Linda F. Gieser, Jim Brown, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty 
LePore, Adele Bavani, Dinnette Briscoe, Bill Wagoner, 
Paula Coxson 

Please note:  names will remain on these lists for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR MARCH 
 

Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of 
reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy 

of God.  

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10:00 am prior to 
the Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to 
editing.  

SING ALONG DURING MASS  For those attending Mass in 
church, online, or in the parking lot,  please join us in song 
at songs.ihmrcc.org. 

LIVESTREAM MASS Join us for our livestream Masses: the 
4 pm Mass on Saturdays in English, and 1 pm on Sundays in 
Spanish at mass.ihmrcc.org.  

VIRTUAL SPIRITUAL DIRECTION WITH SPIRITUAL 
DIRECTOR During this time of physical separation, Our 
Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center is providing virtual 
retreats so that you can connect with others and feed your 
soul. Currently, these programs are being offered at no 
cost, and a suggested donation of only $75 per person is 
greatly appreciated. For more information and to register, 
go to  ourladyofbethesda.org. 

CRS LENTEN RICE BOWLS There are new ways to donate 
this year! Along with the usual boxes that are available at 
the parish, you can submit your tithe over the phone at 1-
877-435-7277, by mail at Catholic Relief Services CRS Rice 
Bowl P.O. Box 17090 Baltimore, MD 21297-0303, or online 
at https://www.crsricebowl.org/ . 

ST. MARY’S RYKEN SUMMER CAMPS Looking for the best 
summer camp experience in St. Mary's County? Join us at 
St. Mary's Ryken for athletic, academic and enrichment 
camps. Camps begin June 21 and are taught by SMR faculty 
and coaches. Learn more and register today at https://
www.smrhs.org/summerknights   

NEW BIBLE SERIES FOR WOMEN This 5-week, in-person 
series for women is the next installment of The Encounter 
Grace Bible Series.  Join us as we spend time each week 
with the parables - learning more about why Jesus used 
them and how they bring to life complex and difficult 
teachings in a relatable way.  Two session locations to 
choose from: Mondays: 3/29-5/3 (no session on 4/5) at St. 
Mary’s Church, Bryantown MD. 7 pm - 830 pm. Tuesdays: 
3/30-5/4 (no session on 4/6) at St. Aloysius Parish Hall, 
Leonardtown MD. 7 pm - 830 pm. $49.00. Register: 
www.encountergrace.co/events-1   



 

 

PERPETUAL ADORATION Did you know our very own     
Immaculate Heart of Mary offers you the opportunity to    
participate in Perpetual Adoration?  Some may ask “What 
is Perpetual Adoration?” Perpetual Adoration is a   
Eucharistic devotion whereby members unite in the 
adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament with the 
goal of adoring The Blessed Sacrament perpetually (24 
hours a day).  If you are interested, please call our 
adoration coordinator, Jeff Harmon, at 240-538-5017 or 
email adoration@ihmrcc.org for more information.   

YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED Domestic violence 
refers to a pattern of violent and coercive behavior by one 
adult over another in an intimate relationship. It can 
consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of 
abuse, including threats and control. If you experience any 
form of abuse, please know that there is help. Call the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. To 
learn more about domestic violence, please visit 
www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

If you or someone you know is inquiring 
about the Catholic faith, please let them 
know to email our RCIA coordinator at 
RCIA@ihmrcc.org.  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OF IHM Our food pantry provides 
food to those who need assistance. We'd like to have you 
help us bag groceries from the food in our food pantry for 
our clients, or to pick up food from grocery stores in our 
area that donate to us. We do this throughout the week, 
excluding weekends. We have meetings just once a 
month.  If you'd like to volunteer in our food pantry, please 
call 301-863-8193 on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays 
from 8:30 to 11:30 am, which is when the pantry is 
open. Leave your name and number and we will work to 
get you started as soon as you'd like. 

IHM MUSIC MINISTRY If you are interested in sharing 
your musical talents with the parish, there is a place for 
you in this ministry! Please call Mary at 240-434-8876 
(leave a message!). 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS MINISTRY We have various 
projects around the church that need to be completed. 
Any adult or child would be welcome. If you want to 
volunteer, please contact Martha Davie by  phone or text 
at 240-434-3510. Thank you!  

LOYOLA ON THE POTOMAC, A Jesuit Retreat House in 
Faulkner, MD is open for various retreat weekends, for 
both men and women. Directed and Private Retreats are 
also available. See our complete Retreat Schedule at: 
www.loyolaonthepotomac.com  (301) 392-0800 

HELP OUR MARRIAGE Do you feel alone? Are you 
frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue, or have 
you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about 
it only make it worse? Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi 
with a long i) helps couples through difficult times in their 
marriages. This program has helped many couples 
experiencing difficulties in their marriage. For confidential 
information or to register for the upcoming program, 
please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call (443) 400-
7017, or email: 3015@HelpOurMarriage.org  

GOLF TOURNAMENT St. John's School is hosting its annual 
golf tournament on Thursday, May 6, at Breton Bay Golf & 
Country Club. Check-in begins at 8 a.m. Shotgun start at 9 
a.m. Scramble tournament. $125 per individual or $500 per 
foursome. $30 cheat packages (mulligans, throw, and 
string). Food and beverages included. Sponsorship 
opportunities available. Register at www.sjshollywood.org. 

ST. JOHN’S SUMMER PROGRAM SOMD’s largest summer 
camp, will open online registration on Sunday, March 21st 
at 1:00pm. This year’s new classes include Babysitter 
Training, Lucky Dog Camp, Coaster Park Design, Paintball, 
Combat Archery, Cake Boss, Camper vs. Wild, among 
others, as well as many favorites from previous years.  The 
Program’s goal is to help our children grow in knowledge 
and love of Christ and our Catholic faith, while enjoying an 
amazing summer with young, strong Catholic role models 
as instructors.  We open every day with song and prayer 
and Fridays with Mass.  Extended care is available, and we 
are a Maryland licensed summer camp. Please visit 
www.StJohnsSummerProgram.com to view the new 
summer schedule and to find more information about St. 
John’s Summer Program. 

LIFE IN CHRIST SERIES Families in Christ Jesus Community 
will be having a Virtual Life in Christ Series-1 starting on 
Saturday, April 17th from 7:30-9:00 PM. The LCS-1 is a 
series of talks intended to lead you into a renewed 
understanding of God’s call in your lives. This will help us 
connect and reconnect with our creator to an even closer 
relationship with Him. This will also help enlighten our 
spiritual experience and provide real lasting joy and peace 
amidst this turbulence. For more information and 
registration, please contact Edwin and Ida Delmoro at 240-
925-3110. 



 

Holy Thursday, April 1 

Morning Prayer and Confessions: 9 am 

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7 pm 

Eucharistic Adoration: after Mass until midnight 

Good Friday, April 2 

Morning Prayer, Divine Mercy Chaplet and Confessions: 9 am 

Stations of the Cross: 3 pm 

Service of the Lord’s Passion: 7 pm 

Holy Saturday, April 3 

Morning Prayer, Divine Mercy Chaplet and Confessions: 9 am 

Easter Vigil Mass: 8 pm 

Easter Sunday, April 4 

Mass: 8:30 am, 11:15 am & 1 pm (Spanish) 

Divine Mercy Sunday, April 11 

Mass: Sat. 4 pm, Sun. 8:30 am, 11:15 am & 1 pm (Spanish) 

Confessions: Saturday, April 10, 2:30—3:45 pm 

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 3 pm 


