
 

APOLOGETICS CLASS The next class is on June 7th from 7 
pm to 8:30 pm at St. John’s in Hollywood, in the St. Jude 
Room, of the Msgr. Harris Center. The next class will be 
“Religion and Science: Friends or Foes?” Class is also 
available via Zoom: see the St. John’s parish website.  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

In the Old Testament, sacrifice often 
consisted of animals placed on makeshift 
altars as a burnt offering to God. In the 
first reading, Moses sprinkles the blood of 
the covenant on God’s chosen people. 
Jesus uses the same exact term to refer 
to the cup that he shared with his 

disciples, in today’s Gospel.  

 This verbal connection in Scripture is a sign of the 
fulfillment of the messianic prophecy. When Jesus offered 
himself as body and blood, he honored the old covenant 
under Moses while becoming the mediator of a new 
covenant. By this blood, he has obtained for us eternal 
redemption, and has [cleansed] our consciences from dead 
works to worship the living God.   

 Jesus’ presence in body, blood, soul, and divinity in 
the Eucharist is also a promise – that he will be with us 
until the end of days. He wishes to remain with us and in 
us, helping us to seek him, to see him, and serve him by 
how we love, honor, serve, and forgive one another. 

 The feast we celebrate today, known as Corpus 
Christi or the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood 
of Christ, was established by Pope Urban IV in the year 
1264. He did so in response to a reported Eucharistic 
miracle in the Italian village of Orvieto. As legend has it, 
the Eucharistic host bled when being offered in the hands 
of a doubting priest, Father Peter of Prague. This was a 
manifestation of a miraculous presence in the hands of one 
who doubted the Real Presence. 

 This is a doubt that is all too common today, as 
well. Many Catholics have not been catechized well with 
regard to the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, and 
those outside of the Catholic Church believe it to be only 
Christ’s symbolic presence, or at least that he is not 
substantially present. In proclaiming the Year of the 
Eucharist in 2004, Saint John Paul II said: “The Holy 
Eucharist contains the entire spiritual treasure of the 
Church, Christ Himself.” He went on to encourage every 
Catholic to “rekindle this Eucharistic amazement” (Ecclesia 
de Eucharistia, par. 6). 

 Over the past year, many have gone without 
coming into contact with Christ’s presence in the Eucharist. 
At IHM, we have striven to make that presence as available 
as possible. Even in the few months when we were not 
allowed to celebrate Mass publicly, we offered Eucharistic 
adoration in the parking lot. And still now, we encourage 
those who for whatever reason are not comfortable 
entering the church (or where not allowed to by their 
employer), to come to the parking lot to listen to Mass and 
receive communion. The livestream option is really meant 

for those who can not even come to the parking lot, since 
it deprives the participant of being in and receiving that 
presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. 

 The bishops of our region have restored the 
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation as of June 26. “This obligation does not apply to 
those who are ill; those who have reason to believe that 
they were recently exposed to the coronavirus, another 
serious or contagious illness; those who are confined to 
their home, a hospital, or nursing facility; or those with 
serious underlying health conditions.” (Statement of the 
Bishops of the Province of Baltimore and the Archdiocese 
of Washington). As pastor, I am authorized to dispense or 
commute the Sunday and Holy Day obligation in individual 
cases for a just reason. If an IHM parishioner believes they 
have a just reason why they would need to be excused 
from the obligation, they are welcome to contact me with 
their reason. For the time being, we will continue offering 
the parking lot option and livestreaming Mass, but it 
should be understood that these are not a real substitute 
for full, actual and conscious participation at Mass in-
person, and will not continue indefinitely. 

 I hope that as the pandemic seems to wind down, 
those who have not been joining us for Mass in person will 
once again come to receive the grace that can only come 
from the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. I also hope 
and pray that the true presence of Christ in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament of the altar will strengthen the faith of 
all believers, remove doubts from the minds of skeptics, 
and serve as a reminder to all of us that the Eucharist is a 
miracle. Every Eucharist is a miracle. When we share in the 
miracle of the Eucharist, we share in Jesus' miraculous love 
for us and for all sinners.  

  

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Fr. Marco 

IHM PARISH PICNIC The IHM parish picnic this year will 
take place on our patronal feast, the Feast of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, which we will celebrate on 
Sunday, June 13th. Please join us in the grove from 1:30 
pm until 5 pm on Sunday, June 13th for fellowship, food, 
and fun! If you would like to help prepare the celebration, 
please contact Janet Harmon at janet.harmon@gmail.com 
or at 301-863-0375. 



 

 
 
 

June 7 — June 13 
 

Monday  2 Cor 1:1-7/Ps 34:2-9/ 
 Matt 5:1-12  
9:00 am  Debra Woods (D) 
 

Tuesday 2 Cor 1:18-22/Ps 119:129-133, 135/ 
 Matt 5:13-16  
5:30 pm Betty Masseur (D) 
 

Wednesday 2 Cor 3:4-11/Ps 99:5-9/ 
 Matt 5:17-19  
9:00 am Clay Sonford (D) 
 

Thursday 2 Cor 3:15--4:1, 3-6/Ps 85:9-14/ 
 Matt 5:20-26  
5:30 pm Raymond Adams (D) 
 

Friday Hos  11:1, 3-4, 8-9/Is 12:2-6/Eph 3:8-12, 14-
 19/Jn 19:31-37  
9:00 am Ms. Katherine Regina Lewis (D) 
 

Saturday 2 Cor 5:14-21/Ps 103:1-4, 9-12/ 
 Lk 2:41-51  
9:00 am Debra Woods (D) 
4:00 pm Tom Kalil (D) 

  

Sunday Ez 17:22-24/Ps 92:2-3, 13-16/2 Cor 5:6-10/
 Mk 4:26-34  
8:30 am Lisa Riddell (S) 
11:15 am  Medardo Martinez (D) 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners 

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Louise Shafer, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, 
Mary Oliver, Judith Ann Allgood,  Vince Guerin, Jack Makin, 
Belle Riddell, Jane Keyon, Linda F. Gieser, Jim Brown, Ralph 
Gough Sr., Betty LePore, Dinnette Briscoe, Bill Wagoner, 
Paula Coxon, Cathy Lyon Moore, Vincent Campanella, Ray 
Dion, Lisa Riddell 

Please note:  names will remain on these lists for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR JUNE 
 

Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage 
with the support of a Christian community: may they grow in 

love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.  

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10:00 am prior to 
the Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to 
editing.  

Thank you for faithfully sharing a portion 
of the gifts God has given to you! 

If you are able to give online, mail in your 
donation, or drop by the office to give 

your weekly contribution, we would  be 
greatly appreciative! IHM MUSIC MINISTRY If you are interested in sharing 

your musical talents with the parish, there is a place for 
you in this ministry! Please call Mary at 240-434-8876 
(leave a message!). 

SING ALONG DURING MASS  For those attending Mass in 
church, online, or in the parking lot,  please join us in song 
at songs.ihmrcc.org. 

LIVESTREAM MASS Join us for our livestream Masses: the 
4 pm Mass on Saturdays in English, and 1 pm on Sundays in 
Spanish at mass.ihmrcc.org.  

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS “The harvest is abundant but 
the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to 
send out laborers for his harvest.” Mt 9:37-38 Join your 
fellow parishioners in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
at the “Holy Hour for the Intentions of the Ordinandi” and 
an increase in Vocations to the priesthood and 
Consecrated Life on Thursday, June 17th at 4:30 p.m.  

CHESTERTON CHAT Join us Monday, June 14th with your 
student for an information session about Chesterton 
Academy of St. Mary’s, opening Fall 2021 in Leonardtown. 
The Academy is an affordable Catholic education in high 
school where students learn to know, love and live their 
faith. The meeting is in IHM’s parish hall. If you would like 
to attend via  Zoom visit: www.chestertonstmarys.org/
events and with questions call 301-800-0227. 

LAZARUS COMMITTEE The Lazarus Committee is being 
reactivated at IHM.  The purpose of this committee is to 
prepare a luncheon for the family and friends of a 
registered  parishioner of IHM following a funeral liturgy. 
Please contact Pat (301-863-5133) or Linda (301-862-4180) 
if you are interested in setup, cleanup or prepare a side 
dish or dessert. 



 

If you or someone you know is inquiring 
about the Catholic faith, please let them 
know to email our RCIA coordinator at 
RCIA@ihmrcc.org.  

ONLINE GIVING Do you happen to forget your donation 
envelopes at home? It is easier than ever to give! Sign up 
for online giving at http://giving.ihmrcc.org. Thank you for 
your generous donations! 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP), St. 
Mary’s County Chapter is a not-for-
profit 501(c)(3). We are volunteers 
who build beds for kids ages 3-17 
who don’t have a bed of their own in 
St. Mary’s and southern Calvert 
counties. All beds are delivered with 
NEW bedding – a pillow, twin sheets, 
and a comforter. All sponsorship 

money is tax deductible, remains local, and goes toward 
improving the well-being of kids in southern Maryland. Our 
mission is to make sure “No Kid Sleeps on the Floor in our 
Town.” We are in need of support: monetary donations for 
lumber and mattresses; donations of NEW bedding: 
pillows, twin sheets, and comforters; volunteers to cut, 
sand, drill, assemble, stain, and deliver beds. With 
generous donations and a few volunteers, we provide 
needy children with safe, comfortable places to Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace. https://www.shpbeds.org/chapter/md-st-
marys-co. Facebook@shpStMarysCo, 
deborah.faller@shpbeds.org, 844-432-BEDS (2337) ext. 
5949 

PO Box 112, Lexington Park, MD 20653, Request beds 
here: shpbeds.org/request-bed 

ST. MARY’S RYKEN SUMMER CAMPS Looking for the best 
summer camp experience in St. Mary's County? Join us at 
St. Mary's Ryken for athletic, academic and enrichment 
camps. Camps begin June 21 and are taught by SMR faculty 
and coaches. Learn more and register today at https://
www.smrhs.org/summerknights   

PERSONAL RETREAT DAY Are your days overcrowded, jam
-packed, and busy, busy, busy? Jesus tells you to "Come 
away with me..." to Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center 
where your very own personal retreat awaits. During your 
personal retreat, from 8:30am-4pm, an experienced 
retreat director will guide you to a place of rest with 
Christ.  The retreat schedule allows for one-on-
one spiritual direction (optional), quiet reflection, Mass, 
Confession and Eucharistic Adoration, plus continental 
breakfast and lunch, so you will be nourished and cared for 
while Our Lord speaks to your soul about the depths of His 
love for you. Cost is $120 per person.  Advance 
Registration is required, and registrations will be limited to 
facilitate appropriate social distancing. Visit our website to 
register and to find more 
dates www.ourladyofbethesda.org or call 301-365-0612   

UPCOMING CHANGES TO SERVICE MUSIC During this 
season of Easter, we have been using the Celtic Mass parts. 
This will be changing as we return to Ordinary Time (for 
“ordinal”, or “counted”). Starting the weekend of June 
12/13, we will begin to use the Heritage Mass parts. These 
should be familiar to everyone. Be listening before Mass in 
the weeks prior, as you will hear the musicians going over 
these.  

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ST. JUDE’S CARE PACKAGE 
PROGRAM In collaboration with Georgetown University 
Medical Center, Catholic Charities has created a St. Jude’s 
Care Package Program to help support individuals in 
various challenging times by collecting personal necessity 
items that can help to ease their worries.  To accomplish 
this, individual parishes are asked to help support this 
program by collecting specific items. The current focus is 
Huntington Disease families, patients and caregivers.  
Symptoms, which get progressively worse, including 
uncontrolled movements, changes in behavior, emotion, 
judgment and cognition. A bin has been placed in the IHM 
main foyer labeled “St. Jude’s Project”. Please consider 
donating to this worthy and easy project.  In the bulletin 
and/or on lobby tables is a flyer listing requested items.  A 
detailed explanation of some unfamiliar  items is posted on 
the lobby bulletin board. The bin for this project will be 
available through June 30, 2021. Various programs exist 
within the care package program and  if successful, when a 
project is complete another project can be initiated to help 
other various groups. If you have any questions, please 
contact Kathy Bishop at Kathleen.bishop@dc-cc.org or call 
the parish office at 301-863-8184 and  leave a message.   

LIVESTREAMED ADW ORDINATIONS With praise and 
thanksgiving to Almighty God, the Archdiocese of 
Washington joyfully announces the ordination of one new 
priest and seven transitional deacons! Please join us on 
June 19th at 10:00 am via livestream, which will be linked 
on https://adw.org/ordination/ when it is available. We 
also invite you to join us in prayer for these men who will 
be ordained. Fifty-eight local parishes throughout MD and 
DC will be hosting Holy Hours in the coming weeks prior to 
the ordination. For the list of dates and locations: https://
adw.org/ordination/2021-holy-hours-for-the-ordinandi/ 



 

PERPETUAL ADORATION Did you know our very own     
Immaculate Heart of Mary offers you the opportunity to    
participate in Perpetual Adoration?  Some may ask “What 
is Perpetual Adoration?” Perpetual Adoration is a   
Eucharistic devotion whereby members unite in the 
adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament with the 
goal of adoring The Blessed Sacrament perpetually (24 
hours a day).  If you are interested, please call our 
adoration coordinator, Jeff Harmon, at 240-538-5017 or 
email adoration@ihmrcc.org for more information.   

YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED Domestic violence 
refers to a pattern of violent and coercive behavior by one 
adult over another in an intimate relationship. It can 
consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of 
abuse, including threats and control. If you experience any 
form of abuse, please know that there is help. Call the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. To 
learn more about domestic violence, please visit 
www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OF IHM Our food pantry provides 
food to those who need assistance. We'd like to have you 
help us bag groceries from the food in our food pantry for 
our clients, or to pick up food from grocery stores in our 
area that donate to us. We do this throughout the week, 
excluding weekends. We have meetings just once a 
month.  If you'd like to volunteer in our food pantry, please 
call 301-863-8193 on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays 
from 8:30 to 11:30 am, which is when the pantry is 
open. Leave your name and number and we will work to 
get you started as soon as you'd like. 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS MINISTRY We have various 
projects around the church that need to be completed. 
Any adult or child would be welcome. If you want to 
volunteer, please contact Martha Davie by  phone or text 
at 240-434-3510. Thank you!  

VIRTUAL SPIRITUAL DIRECTION WITH SPIRITUAL 
DIRECTOR During this time of physical separation, Our 
Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center is providing virtual 
retreats so that you can connect with others and feed your 
soul. Currently, these programs are being offered at no 
cost, and a suggested donation of only $75 per person is 
greatly appreciated. For more information and to register, 
go to  ourladyofbethesda.org. 

LOYOLA ON THE POTOMAC, A Jesuit Retreat House in 
Faulkner, MD is open for various retreat weekends, for 
both men and women. Directed and Private Retreats are 
also available. See our complete Retreat Schedule at: 
www.loyolaonthepotomac.com  (301) 392-0800 

HEALTH SERIES Discuss current nutrition and health 
topics, learn about low-cost, healthy recipes, and discover 
new ways to stay active and independent. Join Erin Jewell 
(erinj@umd.edu, 301-475-4485) for Fresh Conversations, a 
nutrition education bi-monthly program series for older 
adults (50+). Register for upcoming sessions at: https://
go.umd.edu/FreshConversationsSTM2020. 

HELP OUR MARRIAGE Do you feel alone? Are you 
frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue, or have 
you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about 
it only make it worse? Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi 
with a long i) helps couples through difficult times in their 
marriages. This program has helped many couples 
experiencing difficulties in their marriage. For confidential 
information or to register for the upcoming program, 
please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call (443) 400-
7017, or email: 3015@HelpOurMarriage.org  

FINANCIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
AMERICORPS OPPORTUNITY Catholic Charities’ Financial 
Stability Network is recruiting a part-time AmeriCorps 
volunteer to provide financial education that will help 
clients create positive banking relationships. We are 
seeking financial education-related professionals who want 
to give back and who can serve about 18 hours/week. To 
learn more about the responsibilities and benefits of this 
role and to apply, visit this webpage or check our 
website: https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteer/    

EVENT VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES Catholic Charities 
offers many ways to volunteer during COVID-19, both in 
person with social distance and remotely.  You can 
learn about them at https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/
covid-19-volunteer-opportunities/ or on our Volunteer 
Event Calendar. We appreciate your service!  


