
 

 
 
 

September 20 — September 26 
 

Monday  Ezra 1:1-6/Ps 126:1-6/ 
 Lk 8:16-18  
9:00 am  Sylvia Lizlovs (L) 
   

Tuesday Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-5/ 
 Matt 9:9-13  
5:30 pm Helen and Albert Imperial (D) 
 

Wednesday Ezra 9:5-9/Tobit 13:2-4, 7-8/ 
 Lk 9:1-6  
9:00 am    Noelwen McFadden (L) 
 

Thursday Gal 2:19-20/Ps 16:1-2, 5-8, 11/ 
 Matt 16:24-27  
5:30 pm Christopher Schrank (L) 
 

Friday Zech 2:5-9, 14-15/Jer 31:10-13/ 
 Lk 9:43-45  
9:00 am Susie Paul (D) 
 

Saturday Zech 2:5-9, 14-15/Jer 31:10-13/ 
 Lk 9:43-45  
9:00 am Kamea Somerville (L)  
4:00 pm Susan Hillsinger (D) 

  

Sunday Num 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-14/James 5:1-
 6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48  
8:30 am Tom Brien (L) 
11:15 am  All IHM Parishioners  
1:00 pm Louise Shafer (S) 

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Louise Shafer, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, 
Mary Oliver, Judith Ann Allgood,  Vince Guerin, Jane 
Keyon, Linda F. Gieser, Jim Brown, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty 
LePore, Dinnette Briscoe, Bill Wagoner, Paula Coxon, 
Vincent Campanella, Ray Dion, Joseph Hugh Weiland, Pete 
Mesmer, Rylee Corliss, Rose Marie Weiland, Alan Stapanon 

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 
We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a 

simple and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing 
in our young people who are resolutely committed to this.  

If you or someone you know is inquiring 
about the Catholic faith, please let them 
know to email our RCIA coordinator at 
RCIA@ihmrcc.org.  

IHM MUSIC MINISTRY If you are interested in sharing 
your musical talents with the parish, there is a place for 
you in this ministry! Please call Mary at 240-434-8876 
(leave a message!). 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS MINISTRY We have various 
projects around the church that need to be completed. 
Any adult or child would be welcome. If you want to 
volunteer, please contact Martha Davie by  phone or text 
at 240-434-3510. Thank you!  

LIVESTREAM MASS Join us for our livestream Masses: the 
4 pm Mass on Saturdays in English, and 1 pm on Sundays in 
Spanish at mass.ihmrcc.org.  

LOYOLA ON THE POTOMAC, A Jesuit Retreat House in 
Faulkner, MD is open for various retreat weekends, for 
both men and women. Directed and Private Retreats are 
also available. See our complete Retreat Schedule at: 
www.loyolaonthepotomac.com  (301) 392-0800 

LAZARUS COMMITTEE  If interested in joining the Lazarus 
committee or for more information, please contact Pat at 
301-863-5133 or Linda at 240-298-5264.  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OF IHM Our food pantry provides 
food to those who need assistance. We'd like to have you 
help us bag groceries from the food in our food pantry for 
our clients, or to pick up food from grocery stores in our 
area that donate to us. We do this throughout the week, 
excluding weekends. We have meetings just once a 
month.  If you'd like to volunteer in our food pantry, please 
call 301-863-8193 on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays 
from 8:30 to 11:30 am, which is when the pantry is 
open. Leave your name and number and we will work to 
get you started as soon as you'd like. 

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10 am prior to the 
Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to editing.  



 

Knights of Columbus will be holding 
their annual Tootsie Roll collection 
after all the Masses on 25 and 26 
September. Helpers, please see Tom 
Chayka before each Mass in the foyer.  
 
Fellow Knight's: We will be collecting 

donations at the new McKay's on MacArthur Blvd, in 
Sansuci, on 2 and 9 October between 9 AM and 6 PM. We 
need 6 volunteers for three shifts each day: 9-12 AM, 12-3 
PM and 3-6 PM. If you can help, please call, or email Tom 
Chayka at 301 481 1158 or pipercubs@hotmail.com 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
The readings today present a clash of two 
definitions of wisdom: worldly wisdom 
and divine wisdom.   
 
Worldly wisdom looks at the just man 
with loathing. He pricks their consciences 

and points to the law of God. The wicked scoff: let us see 
whether his words be true … if the just one be the son of 
God, God will defend him and deliver him. If the just man is 
truly righteous, then God should step in, revealing truth 
through might. If God fails to do so, the wicked then claim 
victory through their abuse of the just ones. Worldly 
wisdom also spurred the debate among the Apostles in the 
Gospel passage. Who was the greatest? Who would get 
the seat of highest honor in the Kingdom? Honors and 
rewards are paramount in worldly wisdom.   
 
 Divine wisdom is explained by Saint James in the 
second reading: Wisdom from above is first of all pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without inconstancy or insincerity. That sounds 
exactly like what the world needs. Saint James not only 
describes the fruits of divine wisdom, but also indicators of 
its absence: jealousy, selfish ambition, war, conflicts. Might 
makes right in the short term, but leads to disaster. He also 
shows the self-defeating nature of worldly wisdom; 
coveting doesn’t lead to possessing but to downfall.   
 
 In the Gospel, Jesus foretells his passion and death 
and stuns the Apostles into silence. Picture Christ’s passion 
and death – the events, the figures, and especially the 
crucifixion. The apparent victory of the wicked over the 
just one is actually part of the divine wisdom. We don’t 
have a good way to process this until it happens to us: how 
could revilement, torture, and a shameful death be 
anything good? That’s why the cross is a stumbling block. 
Our inability to grasp how the cross, how our cross, could 
lead to victory and new life causes us to recoil from the 
cross, and we stumble in our faith. 
 
 So where do we go? Who wins? Divine wisdom 
does. 
 
 First, worldly wisdom falls short because it has no 
eternal perspective. Those who taunted Jesus as he died 
on the cross (see Mt 27:39-44) inadvertently fulfilled what 
the Old Testament speaks of in our first reading. God used 
Jesus’ rigged trial and horrendous death toward an eternal 
end.   
 
 Second, worldly wisdom is short-sighted even in 

75th ANNIVERSARY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED We are looking 
for volunteers for the 75th Anniversary Celebration 
Planning Committee. If you are interested, please call the 
parish office at 301-863-8144.  

KNOWLEDGEABLE OF PARISH HISTORY? As part of that 
75th Anniversary celebration, we are hoping to print a 
parish history book. If you have knowledge of memorable 
parish events and other history, or would like to help 
compile the book please contact the parish office at 301-
863-8144 or speak with Fr. Marco.  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SOCCER SHOOTOUT will take 
place on Sunday, September 26th following each Mass. 
Both boys and girls ages 9-14 are encouraged to compete 
in this competition at the Large field as you exit IHM.  

the temporal realm. “Might makes right” works until 
someone mightier comes along. And history testifies: 
eventually, someone stronger always comes along. 
 
 Third, worldly wisdom relies solely on human 
intellectual powers. On the other hand, divine wisdom 
comes from our all-knowing God. It includes the cross but 
also heaven. If we persevere according to worldly wisdom, 
we may get temporal rewards and death. If we persevere 
according to divine wisdom, we get eternal love and 
happiness.  
 
 The difficulty lies both in the choice for God and in 
the commitment to his ways. In full trust, let us choose 
God’s wisdom. 
  
Yours in Christ Jesus, 
Fr. Marco 



 

YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED Domestic violence 
refers to a pattern of violent and coercive behavior by one 
adult over another in an intimate relationship. It can 
consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of 
abuse, including threats and control. If you experience any 
form of abuse, please know that there is help. Call the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. To 
learn more about domestic violence, please visit 
www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

PERSONAL RETREAT DAY Are your days overcrowded, jam
-packed, and busy, busy, busy? Jesus tells you to "Come 
away with me..." to Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center 
where your very own personal retreat awaits. During your 
personal retreat, from 8:30am-4pm, an experienced 
retreat director will guide you to a place of rest with 
Christ.  The retreat schedule allows for one-on-
one spiritual direction (optional), quiet reflection, Mass, 
Confession and Eucharistic Adoration, plus continental 
breakfast and lunch, so you will be nourished and cared for 
while Our Lord speaks to your soul about the depths of His 
love for you. Cost is $120 per person.  Advance 
Registration is required, and registrations will be limited to 
facilitate appropriate social distancing. Visit our website to 
register and to find more 
dates www.ourladyofbethesda.org or call 301-365-0612   

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE WITH FR. JACK Fr. Jack 
Kennealy, Pastor of St. Matthias in Lanham, MD and 
former IHM pastor, is leading a tour to the Holy Land May 
22-June 2, 2022.  Major biblical sites including Jerusalem, 
the Dead Sea, Mt. Carmel, Mt. Tabor, the Sea of Galilee, 
Bethlehem, are included.  The cost is $4,280, which 
includes hotel, airfare, and many meals.  For additional 
information, please e-mail kennealyj@adw.org. 

CATHOLIC GRANDPARENTS ASSOCIATION “To Help 
Grandparents pass on the Faith and to keep prayer at the 
heart of Family Life.” The Catholic Grandparents 
Association (CGA) is a global organization of the faithful . A 
new chapter will soon be established at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Church. The CGA acts as a prayer and support 
group for Grandparents. Grandparents have a unique 
vocation that must be fostered and cherished in the spirit 
of Saints Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus and 
parents of Mary.  Please accept our invitation for the first 
meeting soon TBA. Saints Joachim and Anne, Pray for 
us! Please contact James or Malani Baker for further 
information and to leave your contact info. Please call 301-
247-6229  .  

CAMP MARIA RAFFLE First prize is 5, 000.00, Second prize 
$1,500 and third prize is $500. Tickets are $25 each and 
five tickets for $100. Only 800 tickets will be sold. The 
drawing will take place at the Camp Maria Annual Oyster 
Scald on Sunday, October 10th at Camp Maria Retreat 
Center. You need not be present to win, but we’d love to 
see you at the Oyster Scald. There To purchase tickets, go 
to www.campmaria.org. 

MARRIAGE WORKSHOP Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat 
Center is hosting a Christ-centered weekend designed to 
offer practical tools that can help foster effective 
communication and emotional closeness in your 
marriage.  Make your marriage thrive, not 
just survive!  The expert speaker team includes Catholic 
psychologists, therapists, and priests who will offer their 
expertise and experience, plus they will be on hand the 
entire weekend to offer individual consultation, upon 
request. The event takes place  October 9th and 10th 
Please note: This is NOT an overnight program. Cost: $400 
per couple. Seating will be limited to facilitate social 
distancing. See our website for more details about 
measures to limit exposure to illness, details about the 
program and links to register: www.ourladyofbethesda.org 

BLESSING OF THE FLEET MASS All are welcome to 
participate in the Blessing of the Fleet Mass on St. 
Clement's Island in Colton's Point, Maryland on Sunday, 
October 3rd beginning at 3:00 pm. This is the site of the 
Maryland's first colonial landing in 1634 and the birthplace 
of religious freedom in America. The Mass will be 
celebrated by Fr. Stephen Wyble, Pastor of Holy Angels and 
Sacred Heart Churches.  Free Boat rides to St. Clements 
Island to attend the Mass as well as Free Admission to St. 
Clements Island Museum will be available. To participate in 
the other activities, an admission fee of $10.00 (children 10 
and Under: Free) is needed. For more information Contact: 
John Laychak, Blessing of the Fleet Chairman at 410-610-
3457 or gamehunter.md@yahoo.com.  

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL PUMPKIN DASH  St. John's School is 
hosting the “Pumpkin Dash- the pet edition,” a virtual 5K 
run/walk and 10K bike ride (1-mile run/walk and 3-mile 
bike ride for children) from October 31st through 
November 6th. Run, walk, or ride anywhere you'd like! 
Registration includes t-shirt, finisher medal or water bottle, 
commemorative tiny bib, pet costume contest and more! 
Proceeds benefit St. John’s School and MedStar St. Mary’s 
Hospital Cancer Care and Infusion Services. Register 
at www.sjshollywood.org.  



 

 


