
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Royal titles seem outdated in our modern 
society as they tend to conflict with our 
democratic ideals – and yet today the 
Church celebrates the kingship of Christ. 
More specifically, today is the Solemnity 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 

Universe. Claiming to be a king was considered a threat to 
the imperial power of Rome and punishable by death. And 
yet, in his exchange with Pilate in today’s Gospel, Jesus not 
only acknowledges and embraces his kingly identity, but 
also the inevitable death that lies before him. So we have 
to ask, What does this feast day point to when we proclaim 
Christ as King, yet in fact he humbled himself to become 
one of us, and be put to death on a cross? 
 
 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, " says the Lord 
God, "the one who is and who was and who is to come, the 
almighty." This is a declaration that goes beyond any 
earthly principalities or powers – the things Pilate was 
concerned with. Christ’s kingdom is not of this world, but 
his kingship is. He is the firstborn of the dead and ruler of 
the kings of the earth. Through his humility and obedience 
to the Father, Jesus has taken his place at the head of, and 
obtained for us, the kingdom of heaven. He has received 
dominion, glory, and kingship; all peoples, nations, and 
languages serve him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion.  
 
 Thus the death which he faces is one he will 
overcome and defeat. For Christ has a greater mission, 
greater than the threat of death itself. He has a mission to 
testify to the truth – the truth of the Father’s abundant 
love and mercy for all of creation – and to make that love 
and mercy available to all who hear and respond to his 
word. Jesus Christ is the faithful witness … who has made 
us into a kingdom, priests for his God and Father. We 
belong to him, we who have been baptized into his life and 
death. We belong to him, we who have professed our faith 
before God and others. We belong to him, and he 
commands us to love one another and to bring others to 
him, that they may inherit the kingdom as well.  
 
Each time we say the “Our Father,” we not only invoke the 
kingdom but pray for its coming and fulfillment. These are 
not just mere words; they have meaning – both in that we 
are praying for something very specific, and in that Jesus 
gave us the very words to use. By our words and by our 
deeds, we have the power – with the help of the Holy Spirit 
– to proclaim Christ’s kingship to the world and to build a 
holy people.   
  

PRO LIFE ART CONTEST The Archdiocese of Washington 
will be hosting their first annual Pro-Life Contest. Youth are 
invited to share projects in any of three categories: protest 
art, visual art, and video art. For more information about 
submitting art and descriptions of each category, go to 
youthrallyandmassforlife.org or contact prolife@adw.org. 
Art must be submitted by midnight on January 1, 2022. 
Submission accepted from youth ages 13-18.  

Yours in Christ Jesus, 
Fr. Marco 

ONLINE GIVING UPGRADE As announced last weekend, 
our online giving system received a major upgrade this 
past week. Those with recurring gifts had their accounts 
transferred to the new system, but will need to reset their 
passwords. By the time you read this, those with recurring 
gifts should have received an message to the e-mail 
address on file, as a reminder of which address was used. 
Please log in and check that your recurring gifts were 
transferred properly to the new system. Your giving history 
did NOT transfer, so you will see your programmed gifts 
and any gifts made since Tuesday. Everyone's full giving 
history (going back to 2015) is available through the 
my.ihmrcc.org website. Those who had previously given 
only "one-time gifts" and had not set up any recurring gifts 
did NOT have their information transferred and will need 
to set up their accounts again. If you have an envelope 
number, please be sure to enter it when setting up the 
account. The new system includes some new ways to set 
up and mange online giving: you can now text GIVE to 301-
3272-IHM (301-327-2446) or download our new app at 
app.ihmrcc.org (the app is still being developed, but the 
giving, video and contact us sections are working).  

PANCAKE BREAKFAST WITH SANTA Knight of Columbus 
will be hosting Pancake Breakfast with Santa – 12 
December 2021, 9AM-12 - Noon.  Suggested Donation, $10 
per person or $30 per family of 4 or more.  Proceeds to 
Support the Christmas in April Program 2022. 

SVDP OF IHM CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 2021 The trees with 
envelopes are back this year! If you would like to provide a 
gift for a child this Christmas, please pick an envelope from 
one of the trees. Open the envelope and leave the small 
slip with your name, telephone number, and envelope 
number in the box on the table by the tree. Please bring 
your wrapped gift to the church hall between 8 am-8 pm 
on December 14th, 15th, or 16th. All gifts need to be 
received by December 16th. If you have any questions, call 
Janet at 301-863-7263 (in the evenings). 



 

 
 
 

November 15—November 21 
 

Monday  Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/ 
 Lk 21:1-4  
 9:00 am  All Souls  
   

Tuesday Dn 2:31-45/Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61/  
 Lk 21:5-11  
5:30 pm All Souls  
 

Wednesday Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28/Dn 3:62, 63, 
 64, 65, 66, 67/Lk 21:12-19  
9:00 am    All Souls  
 

Thursday Sir 50:22-24/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-
 11/1 Cor 1:3-9/Lk 17:11-19  
10:00 am All Souls  
 

Friday Dn 7:2-14/Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81/ 
 Lk 21:29-33  
9:00 am All Souls  
 

Saturday Dn 7:15-27/Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87/ 
 Lk 21:34-36  
9:00 am All Souls  
4:00 pm All Souls  

  

Sunday Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14/1 Thes 
 3:12—4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36  
8:30 am All Souls  
11:15 am  All Souls  
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners  

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Louise Shafer, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, 
Mary Oliver, Judith Ann Allgood, Vince Guerin, Jane Keyon, 
Linda F. Gieser, Jim Brown, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty LePore, 
Dinnette Briscoe, Bill Wagoner, Paula Coxon, Vincent 
Campanella, Ray Dion, Joseph Hugh Weiland, Pete 
Mesmer, Rylee Corliss, Rose Marie Weiland, Alan 
Stapanon, Ruby Garcia, Mia Garcia, Matthew Riddell, 
Marie C. Williams, Jim Hoffman 

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR NOVEMBER 
We pray that people who suffer from depression or burn-
out will find support and a light that opens them up to life.  

MASS WITH HEALING PRAYERS Mass with Healing Prayers 
is on Monday, November 29th. Confession starts at 6:30 
pm, with Mass at 7:00 pm. Healing Service with Eucharistic 
Adoration starts at 7:45 pm.  There will be no Mass with 
Healing Prayers in December.  

LAZARUS COMMITTEE  If interested in joining the Lazarus 
committee or for more information, please contact Pat at 
301-863-5133 or Linda at 240-298-5264.  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OF IHM Our food pantry provides 
food to those who need assistance. We'd like to have you 
help us bag groceries from the food in our food pantry for 
our clients, or to pick up food from grocery stores in our 
area that donate to us. We do this throughout the week, 
excluding weekends. We have meetings just once a 
month.  If you'd like to volunteer in our food pantry, please 
call 301-863-8193 on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays 
from 8:30 to 11:30 am, which is when the pantry is 
open. Leave your name and number and we will work to 
get you started as soon as you'd like. 

ONLINE SURVEY FOR THE SYNOD The entire Catholic 
Church is called to participate in the upcoming Synod of 
Bishops! In preparation for the international Synod of 
Bishops in 2023, Pope Francis wants your input on the 
topic of “For a Synodal Church, Communion, Participation, 
and Mission.” People of all ages, Catholics and 
nonCatholics, are invited to give their feedback on the 
Church’s mission. To participate in the survey, visit 
www.adw.org/synod.     

GIVING TUESDAY 24 hours to #iGiveCatholic on 
#GivingTuesday! What better way to thank God for His 
continued blessings than to give back to our community? 
Beginning Monday, November 15th, support our parish 
at washington.igivecatholic.org with a $20 donation, or by 
sending or dropping off a gift of check or cash in any 
amount directly to our parish. 

CHRISTMAS TREE RAISING AND HALL DECORATING The 
IHM Tree Raising and Hall Decorating Pizza Party will be 
Saturday, December 4th from 5 pm to 9 pm.  Enjoy 
Christmas Cheer with our parish family while decorating 
the parish hall for the Christmas season and Santa's visit. 
Contact Tony Spadarella at tojo8181@gmail.com if you 
plan to attend. 

FIRST FRIDAY FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT Come join us on 
Friday December 3rd, for our monthly First Friday Family 
Movie Night!   Please join us for the timeless classic “It’s A 
Wonderful Life”.  The doors to the social hall will open at 
6:30pm, with the movie starting at 7:15pm.  We do have a 
small snack bar available, with hopes of adding more items 
that you suggest!   



 

ALMOST IMMACULATE IHM THRIFT STORE is in 
need of help! Please stop by the store during op-
erating hours to check out what we do. Then, if 
you want to help, please contact Deacon Mike 240

-542-8369. We are located in the Kerr House (white build-
ing at the street entrance). The thrift store is open Fridays 
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, and Saturdays from 10:00 am 
to 4:00 pm. Donations (no clothing) accepted during those 
hours. The thrift shop supports the food pantry and our 
local community, so stop by and see what you can do!  

GARDEN AND GROUNDS MINISTRY We have various 
projects around the church that need to be completed. 
Any adult or child would be welcome. If you want to 
volunteer, please contact Martha Davie by  phone or text 
at 240-434-3510. Thank you!  PERSONAL RETREAT DAY Are your days overcrowded, jam

-packed, and busy, busy, busy? Jesus tells you to "Come 
away with me..." to Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center 
where your very own personal retreat awaits. During your 
personal retreat, from 8:30am-4pm, an experienced 
retreat director will guide you to a place of rest with 
Christ.  The retreat schedule allows for one-on-
one spiritual direction (optional), quiet reflection, Mass, 
Confession and Eucharistic Adoration, plus continental 
breakfast and lunch, so you will be nourished and cared for 
while Our Lord speaks to your soul about the depths of His 
love for you. Cost is $120 per person.  Advance 
Registration is required, and registrations will be limited to 
facilitate appropriate social distancing. Visit our website to 
register and to find more 
dates www.ourladyofbethesda.org or call 301-365-0612 . 

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10 am prior to the 
Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to editing.  

IT SHOULDN’T HURT AT HOME The Catholic community 
cares about families experiencing violence and unhealthy 
relationships. Visit www.CatholicsforFamilyPeace.org to 
learn more about this issue, how to help, who to call, and 
the rich Catholic teaching that supports survivors. If you 
need help now, contact the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline, 800‐799‐7233 (24 hours); 800‐787‐3224 (TTY); 
www.ndvh.org to find assistance near you. 

SYNOD LISTENING SESSION The entire Catholic Church is 
called to participate in the upcoming Synod of Bishops! In 
preparation for the international Synod of Bishops in 2023, 
Pope Francis wants your input on the topic of “For a 
Synodal Church, Communion, Participation, and Mission.” 
You are invited to join Fr. Marco and Fr. Dan for a parish 
listening session on Saturday, January 29th, 10 am - 1 pm 
with a snow date Saturday, February 12th at 10 am to 1 
pm.   Invite family, friends, neighbors- we want everyone 
to participate in this listening session. To RSVP, please 
email: julian@ihmrcc.org. If you can’t make the parish 
listening session, share your opinion online at 
www.adw.org/synod. 

Prayer for Souls on Purgatory (St. Gertrude) 

 
Eternal Father, 

I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood 
    of Thy Divine Son, Jesus, 
in union with the masses 

    said throughout the world today, 
for all the holy souls in purgatory, 

for sinners everywhere, 
for sinners in the universal church, 

those in my own home 
and within my family. Amen. 

WALK WITH MARY  The Archdiocese of Washington’s 
annual Walk with Mary procession and Mass to honor Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, will take 
place on Saturday, December 11, 2021. The gathering for 
the procession will start at 11:30am at the Shrine of the 
Sacred Heart (16th St. & Park Rd., NW), and the procession 
will conclude at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception (4th St. & Michigan Ave., NE). 
Following the praying of the Rosary at 1:30 pm, Mass at 
the Basilica will begin at 2:30pm, with Cardinal Wilton D. 
Gregory as the main celebrant and Bishop Mario 
Dorsonville as the homilist. For more information, 
visit adw.org/walkwithmary or search on social media 
using #WalkwithMary  

“WHAT ABOUT MARY?” Join us at Immaculate Conception 
Church and Parish Hall (Mechanicsville) on Saturday, 
December 11th, to learn more about the gift Mary is to us! 
The morning begins with Registration at 7:15 am,  (parish 
hall) and will include a nice breakfast with fellowship, 
followed by Rosary Prayers and Mass at 9:00 am (in the 
Church), two talks and healing prayers scheduled to end by 
2 pm.  Please register through Bread of Life Center for 
Peace on Eventbrite at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
what-about-mary-tickets-185053498997 .   You can also 
call: 301 475 7139 or stop by Heavenly Presents in 
Leonardtown.  Registration ends on Friday, December 
10th, at 3 pm, (this helps us to prepare for food and set 
up!)  Your free will offering will help us to defray cost, but 
is not required!  



 


