
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
When we find out that we passed a big 
test or are offered an exciting job, we 
naturally want to share that news with 
others. Mary and Elizabeth demonstrate 
that natural inclination to share joy in 
today’s Gospel. When the two expectant 
women see and hear each other, they 

express joy and gratitude – even the infant, John, leaps in 
Elizabeth’s womb. 
 
 While expecting a child is a wondrous experience, 
it is one that also can be marked by anxiety and difficulty. 
Surely these women shared their difficulties as well as their 
joy. In this way, Mary and Elizabeth teach us something 
about Christian community. They draw closer together to 
share in joy, pain, and difficulty. All the while, Jesus was in 
their midst.  
 
 Yet from an outsider’s perspective, they probably 
looked like any other women. Who would have expected 
the Messiah to be born as a vulnerable infant? The first 
reading includes the prophecy of the birth of the Messiah. 
Micah proclaims that the ruler of Israel will come from 
Bethlehem-Ephrathah, and even adds that Bethlehem is 
too small to be among the clans of Judah. The Messiah will 
be born in a place of little worldly significance, just as the 
Messiah will be born of a lowly virgin. Lowly in the world’s 
eyes, but surely not lowly to God. In this way, God will 
establish the new covenant. 
 
 God sanctifies these lowly and seemingly 
insignificant people and places. Through them, the 
Messiah is brought into the world for the salvation of all 
people. What a joyous truth that we are invited to share. 
The call of Jesus can be difficult at times, but he is here in 
our midst and has given us the Holy Spirit to help us. The 
season of Advent reminds us of the joyful anticipation of 
celebrating our Messiah’s birth, and of his second coming. 
 
 And so, like Mary and Elizabeth, we gather as a 
Christian family to share in this joyful anticipation. We can 
share our joys and triumphs, as well as our pains and 
difficulties. When we gather around the altar for Mass, we 
ask Jesus to be present amidst our shared experience of 
life. Some of us gather around the altar with things to 
celebrate. Others of us carry grief in our hearts, especially 
as the holidays approach and serve as a reminder of those 
who will not be with us this year. As a Christian 
community, we are called to embrace one another to 
provide support, and most especially to share in the joy 
that through everything, Jesus is in our midst. 
 

PRO LIFE ART CONTEST The Archdiocese of Washington 
will be hosting their first annual Pro-Life Contest. Youth are 
invited to share projects in any of three categories: protest 
art, visual art, and video art. For more information about 
submitting art and descriptions of each category, go to 
youthrallyandmassforlife.org or contact prolife@adw.org. 
Art must be submitted by midnight on January 1, 2022. 
Submission accepted from youth ages 13-18.  

CHRISMAS CHURCH DECORATION This is the schedule for 
decorating the church, doors, and foyers for the Christmas 
Season. Help will first be needed Monday, December 20th 
at 10 am. Decorations need to be brought down from the 
loft. (Climbing up and down stairs). On Wednesday, 
December 22nd at 10 am we will be gathering the greens 
on church grounds and making swags for window sills. 
On Thursday, December 23rd at 9 am decorating of the 
church begins until completed. If you have any questions 
call Linda at 240-298-5264. Thank you in advance for your 
time and talent! 

ONLINE SURVEY FOR THE SYNOD The entire Catholic 
Church is called to participate in the upcoming Synod of 
Bishops! In preparation for the international Synod of 
Bishops in 2023, Pope Francis wants your input on the 
topic of “For a Synodal Church, Communion, Participation, 
and Mission.” People of all ages, Catholics and non-
Catholics, are invited to give their feedback on the 
Church’s mission. To participate in the survey, visit 
www.adw.org/synod.     

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY BEGINS IN JANUARY 
Come join us as we Participate in 33 DAYS OF MORNING 
GLORY in preparation for consecration to Mary. The dates 
are January 9th to February 12th. There will be an 
introductory meeting on January 5th to explain the 
program and to pass out materials. If you are interested in 
participating, please contact Nancy Baysinger at 240-298-
4713 by December 28th. 

NEW TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY BEGINS AT IHM 
This eight-week bible study Called Lectio: Mary will begin 
on Tuesday, January 11 from 7pm - 8:30pm. Subsequent 
Tuesday meetings will continue through February 22. All 
meetings will be held in the Large classroom and everyone 
is welcome to join. If interested, please contact Nancy 
Baysinger at 240-298-4713 by January 4, so materials can 
be ordered. 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 
 
Fr. Marco 



 

 
 
 

December 20 —December 26 
 

Monday  Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/ 
 Lk 1:26-38  
9:00 am  Anthony Puccini (D)  
   

Tuesday Sg 2:8-14/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/ 
 Lk 1:39-45  
5:30 pm Chris Schmaltz (L)  
 

Wednesday 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/
 Lk 1:46-56  
9:00 am    Buck and Hiltrude Hewitt (D) 
 

Thursday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 
 14/ Lk 1:57-66  
5:30 pm Robert T. Waters (D)  
 

Friday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 
 and 29/Lk 1:67-79  
9:00 am John and Arlene Sullivan (D)  
4:00 pm  All IHM Parishioners 
6:30 pm All IHM Parishioners 
 

Saturday Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/ 
 Lk 2:15-20  
12:00 am All IHM Parishioners 
10:00 am All IHM Parishioners 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners 

  

Sunday Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Col 3:12-
 21/Lk 2:41-52  
8:30 am All IHM Parishioners 
11:15 am  Delmoro and Roof Families (L) 
1:00 pm Rev. Marco Schad 

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Louise Shafer, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, 
Mary Oliver, Judith Ann Allgood, Vince Guerin, Jane Keyon, 
Linda F. Gieser, Jim Brown, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty LePore, 
Dinnette Briscoe, Bill Wagoner, Paula Coxon, Vincent 
Campanella, Ray Dion, Joseph Hugh Weiland, Rylee Corliss, 
Rose Marie Weiland, Alan Stapanon, Ruby Garcia, Mia 
Garcia, Matthew Riddell, Marie C. Williams, Jim Hoffman 

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER 
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the 
Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and 

creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

FIRST TUESDAY COFFEE The next First Tuesday Coffee will 
be held on Tuesday, January 11th from 9 am until  11 am in 
the church hall, bring a friend and a non-perishable item 
for the food pantry.  

FIRST FRIDAY AND FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS The next 
First Friday Mass is January 7th. We will have Mass at 9 am 
and 5:30 pm. First Saturday Mass is at 9 am on Saturday, 
January 8th. All three Masses will be followed by 
confessions and Eucharistic Exposition. 

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

PRAYER CHAIN The Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Shrine has a 
prayer line where you can talk and pray with someone 
over the phone. The prayer line is open Monday thru 
Friday from 10-5. Call 1-866-202-4934.  

W.A.R.M Great News! Immaculate Heart of Mary will 
once again be hosting the Wrapping  Arms ‘Round Many 
guests from the evening of Jan 16th through the morning 
of Jan 23rd. Graciously, St. John Francis Regis’ in Hollywood 
has offered to partner with us. We are in need of monitors 
for three shifts through the night and a hot breakfast and 
dinner each day. A sign up sheet is located in the Main 
Foyer. Please prayerfully consider volunteering to serve 
the homeless of St. Mary’s County. If you would like 
additional information, contact Marcie McLaughlin at (240) 
298-1462.  

SURVIVING DIVORCE was created to bring hope and 
healing to those who have experienced the pain and 
loneliness of a broken marriage. It is for the newly 
separated and divorced and those still struggling with 
issues many years later. This group will meet at IHM on 
Sunday evenings from 6:30 pm until 8 pm starting on 
January 16th, 2022. To register or to learn more about this 
program, email atthewell@ihmrcc.org or call 240-298-
4044. A suggested donation of $25 covers the cost of 
materials.  

KoC ADVENT 50/50 RAFFLE RESULTS The Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Council of the Knights of Columbus would 
like to congratulate Mike Donoghue as the winner of the 
first IHM KoC Advent 50/50 raffle.  Mike will receive 
$380.00 with the council using the remainder to 
investigate installing an electronic sign board along RT235 
in front of IHM.  Thank you all for participating in and 
helping us get started with this proposed project. 



 

ALMOST IMMACULATE IHM THRIFT STORE is in 
need of help! Please stop by the store during op-
erating hours to check out what we do. Then, if 
you want to help, please contact Deacon Mike 240

-542-8369. We are located in the Kerr House (white build-
ing at the street entrance). The thrift store is open Fridays 
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, and Saturdays from 10:00 am 
to 4:00 pm. Donations (no clothing) accepted during those 
hours. The thrift shop supports the food pantry and our 
local community, so stop by and see what you can do!  

PERPETUAL ADORATION Did you know our very own     
Immaculate Heart of Mary offers you the opportunity to    
participate in Perpetual Adoration?  Some may ask “What 
is Perpetual Adoration?” Perpetual Adoration is a   
Eucharistic devotion whereby members unite in the 
adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament with the 
goal of adoring The Blessed Sacrament perpetually (24 
hours a day).  If you are interested, please call our 
adoration coordinator, Jeff Harmon, at 240-538-5017 or 
email adoration@ihmrcc.org for more information.   

IHM MUSIC MINISTRY If you are interested in sharing 
your musical talents with the parish, there is a place for 
you in this ministry! Please call Mary at 240-434-8876 
(leave a message!). 

LOYOLA ON THE POTOMAC, A Jesuit Retreat House in 
Faulkner, MD is open for various retreat weekends, for 
both men and women. Directed and Private Retreats are 
also available. See our complete Retreat Schedule at: 
www.loyolaonthepotomac.com  (301) 392-0800 

LAZARUS COMMITTEE  The Lazarus Committee provides 
funeral repasts for the funerals of active and registered 
parishioners. If interested in joining the Lazarus committee 
or for more information, please contact Pat at 301-863-
5133 or Linda at 240-298-5264.  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OF IHM Our food pantry provides 
food to those who need assistance. We'd like to have you 
help us bag groceries from the food in our food pantry for 
our clients, or to pick up food from grocery stores in our 
area that donate to us. We do this throughout the week, 
excluding weekends. We have meetings just once a 
month.  If you'd like to volunteer in our food pantry, please 
call 301-863-8193 on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays 
from 8:30 to 11:30 am, which is when the pantry is 
open. Leave your name and number and we will work to 
get you started as soon as you'd like. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10 am prior to the 
Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to editing.  

SIGN UP TO FORMED! In order to sign up to Formed, the 
premier site to access Catholic Media online, go to 
www.formed.org and press “sign up” and then “sign up as 
a parishioner”. Type in the zip code of the parish “20653”, 
follow the directions to make an account, and then enjoy!  

IT SHOULDN’T HURT AT HOME The Catholic community 
cares about families experiencing violence and unhealthy 
relationships. Visit www.CatholicsforFamilyPeace.org to 
learn more about this issue, how to help, who to call, and 
the rich Catholic teaching that supports survivors. If you 
need help now, contact the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline, 800‐799‐7233 (24 hours); 800‐787‐3224 (TTY); 
www.ndvh.org to find assistance near you. 

SYNOD LISTENING SESSION The entire Catholic Church is 
called to participate in the upcoming Synod of Bishops! In 
preparation for the international Synod of Bishops in 2023, 
Pope Francis wants your input on the topic of “For a 
Synodal Church, Communion, Participation, and Mission.” 
You are invited to join Fr. Marco and Fr. Dan for a parish 
listening session on Saturday, January 29th, 10 am - 1 pm 
with a snow date Saturday, February 12th at 10 am to 1 
pm.   Invite family, friends, neighbors- we want everyone 
to participate in this listening session. To RSVP, please 
email: julian@ihmrcc.org. If you can’t make the parish 
listening session, share your opinion online at 
www.adw.org/synod. 

TAGALOG MASS On Tuesday, December 21, there will be 
a Simbang Gabi Mass at 6am, also followed by 
fellowship.  All are invited to share in this Filipino Christian 
tradition as Filipinos continue to celebrate 500 years of 
Christianity this year. 
Contact janet.harmon@gmail.com for more information. 

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST RESULTS 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Council of the Knights of 
Columbus would like to congratulate the first place 
winners of the 2021 IHM KoC Keep Christ in Christmas 
Poster contest:  Connor Davidson (5-7), Allison McNatt (8-
10) and Vincent Nguyen (11-14).  Each winner will receive a 
$25.00 gift certificate to Heavenly Presents along with a 
Keep Christ in Christmas car magnate.  Thank you to all 
who participated this year, the judges had a very good 
selection to choose from.  All entries are currently on 
display in the Social Hall. 



 


