
 

FIRST TUESDAY COFFEE This month’s First Tuesday Coffee 
will be held on Tuesday, February 1 from 9 am until  11 am 
in the parish hall. Bring a friend and a non-perishable item 
for the food pantry.  

Anyone who has been to a Catholic 
wedding has likely heard today’s second 
reading there. It is chosen, and 
appropriate, not just for its relevance to 
the couple about to embark on a 
sacramental life together, but for what it 
reveals about God – that God is love. 
Love is not just a sentiment, but an 

action. Therefore, when patience and kindness are 
extended; when one bears, hopes, believes, and endures 
all things; and when one is not pompous, or jealous, or 
rude … that is love. Anything else is not love. Saint Paul is 
not just “defining the love” that comes from God, he is 
confirming that all things good derive from love, and that 
authentic love produces goodness. This enduring reality of 
love is revealed in who God is for us, for no matter what 
we have done to and against him throughout our human 
history, he has never failed to love us. 
 
 One of the messages that can be gleaned from our 
Gospel today is similar to Paul’s. The setting of today’s 
passage is Jesus helping people in the synagogue 
understand how some of the old prophecies refer to him. 
Yet they find it difficult to believe that this poor, obscure, 
son of a carpenter could possibly be the one who is 
fulfilling this prophecy from Isaiah. Their familiarity with 
Jesus makes it particularly challenging for them to see him 
as more than simply a charismatic teacher. They want 
Jesus to work some miracles to prove he is who he claims 
to be. 
 
 Rather than working miracles, Jesus scandalizes 
them by suggesting that his saving ministry is not only for 
the Jewish people. Once Jesus insists that the love of God 
is large enough to save even the Gentiles, this draws anger 
and rejection from his hometown community. The fact that 
he would suggest that God would have love and mercy for 
unclean outsiders is too much for the people to accept. 
Their admiration of Jesus turns to indignation very quickly. 
How could this possibly be the Anointed One if he suggests 
such shocking things? 
 
 Jesus is revealing a fuller and better understanding 
of God’s love. God is so loving and merciful that even those 
who began as his enemies could be brought into his 
friendship. Jesus’ mission was to make the way to heaven 
so that anyone who repents and believes in him could find 
the path home. Jesus would save Samaritans, Romans, and 
many other people that the Jewish crowd would view as 
enemies. This notion of God’s love was so generous that 
the people were scandalized by its depth and scope. 
It is not hard to be challenged by the scope and depth of 
God’s love, and what that demands from us in return. It is 

difficult for us to truly grasp how the love of God can be so 
vast. We may even, at times, doubt that the Lord can truly 
love and forgive us, since we know the depths of our own 
sinfulness. Jesus rejects any limits on God’s love, and Paul 
gives us words of great hope: Love never fails. We can 
know this only partially, for we see indistinctly, as Paul 
says. But through Christ we get a glimpse of what we, one 
day, will know fully. For faith, hope, and love remain – and 
the greatest is love. 
 
Yours in Christ Jesus, 
Fr. Marco 

MASS WITH HEALING PRAYERS Come experience the 
healing power of Christ at our monthly Mass with Healing 
Service at 7 pm on Monday, January 31. Father Larry 
Swink, pastor of St. Cecilia’s, will celebrate Mass. After 
Mass, we will have Eucharistic Adoration and prayers for 
healing with laying on of hands. Confessions begin at 6:30 
pm and continue as long as there are customers! 

FIRST FRIDAY FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT Come join us on 
Friday February 4th, for our monthly First Friday Family 
Movie Night!   Please join us for a free showing of Disney’s 
newest MCU feature “Shang Chi and the Legend of the 
Ten Rings”.  The doors to the social hall will open at 
6:30pm, with the movie starting at 7:15pm.  We do have a 
small snack bar available, with hopes of adding more items 
that you suggest!   

QUO VADIS EXCURSION AND HIKING On Sunday, 
February 6 from 9:30 am until 3:30 pm. The day includes 
Mass and breakfast at St. John Neumann, Gaithersburg. 
Bus transportation to Sugarloaf Mountain will be provided. 
Day also includes hiking, Adoration, talks, boxed lunch. This 
is a great opportunity to be outdoors and spend time with 
seminarians and other young men open to the priesthood! 
Register now at https://dcpriest.org/2022-quo-vadis-spring
-excursion 

SHADOW DAY AT ST. JOHN PAUL II SEMINARY on Friday, 
February 11 from 7:30 am until 7:30 pm. This event is for  
high-school Juniors and Seniors only. Experience a “day in 
the life” of a seminarian. Day includes Mass, Adoration, 
three meals, classes, and conversation with other young 
men open to the priesthood. Register now at https://
dcpriest.org/2022-shadow-day 



 

 
 
 

January 31 —February 6 
 

Monday  2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/
 Mk 5:1-20  
9:00 am  Suzie Donlon Lee (D) 
   

Tuesday 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30–19:3/Ps 86:1-2, 
 3-4, 5-6/Mk 5:21-43  
5:30 pm Costus Thompson (L) 
 

Wednesday Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Heb 2:14-18/ 
 Lk 2:22-40  
9:00 am    Florence Puccio (D) 
 

Thursday 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chronicles 29:10, 11ab, 
 11d-12a, 12bcd/Mk 6:7-13  
5:30 pm Katie Hermon-Rison (L) 
 

Friday Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51/ 
 Mk 6:14-29  
9:00 am Henry Sass (S) 
5:30 pm Mary Tallman Scott (D) 
 

Saturday 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14/ 
 Mk 6:30-34  
9:00 am Mary Oliver (S) 
4:00 pm Brenda Bounds (L)  

  

Sunday Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8/1 Cor 
 15:1-11/Lk 5:1-11  
8:30 am Jerry DiPreta (D) 
11:15 am  Serverino Andaya (D) 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners 

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Louise Shafer, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, 
Mary Oliver, Judith Ann Allgood, Vince Guerin, Jane Keyon, 
Linda F. Gieser, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty LePore,  Bill 
Wagoner, Paula Coxon, Vincent Campanella, Joseph Hugh 
Weiland, Rylee Corliss, Rose Marie Weiland, Alan 
Stapanon, Ruby Garcia, Mia Garcia, Matthew Riddell, 
Marie C. Williams, Jim Hoffman, Kaylee Klier 

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY 
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the 
Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and 

creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Thank you for faithfully sharing a portion of the gifts  
God has given to you! 

MASS INTENTIONS may be requested at the parish office 
during regular office hours (M—F, 8 am—4 pm) in person 
or by phone (301-863-8144 x11), or by e-mailing 
julian@ihmrcc.org. Your desired date may not be available. 
We now have the ability to accept Mass intention stipends 
online (but only after the date has been accepted by the 
office). 

TREASURE STEWARDSHIP 

FY July 2021– 
June 2022                             

Offertory 
Maintenance 

Fund 

Offertory 
Online Giving 

$27,147.00 
$19,932.00 

$2,586.00 
$2,995.00 

Needed 
Monthly 

$52,878.33 $5,203.00 

Collected YTD $277,768.36 $29,508.57 

Needed YTD $317,269.98 $31,218.00 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Total 
Pledged 

Given through 
December 31 

Campaign runs 
 

October 2019– 
October 2022 $684,557.00 $568,247.18 

75th ANNIVERSARY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Those interested in helping to plan for our 
75th Anniversary celebration are invited to 
attend a meeting at 1 pm on Wednesday, 
February 9th in the Parish Hall (to ensure the 

ability to safely distance). Those interested but unable to 
attend, please contact Fr. Marco at schad@ihmrcc.org or 
301-863-8144 x12. 

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  



 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS MINISTRY We have various 
projects around the church that need to be completed. 
Any adult or child would be welcome. If you want to 
volunteer, please contact Martha Davie by  phone or text 
at 240-434-3510. Thank you!  

LAZARUS COMMITTEE  The Lazarus Committee provides 
funeral repasts for the funerals of active and registered 
parishioners. If interested in joining the Lazarus committee 
or for more information, please contact Pat at 301-863-
5133 or Linda at 240-298-5264.  

IT SHOULDN’T HURT AT HOME The Catholic community 
cares about families experiencing violence and unhealthy 
relationships. Visit www.CatholicsforFamilyPeace.org to 
learn more about this issue, how to help, who to call, and 
the rich Catholic teaching that supports survivors. If you 
need help now, contact the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline, 800‐799‐7233 (24 hours); 800‐787‐3224 (TTY); 
www.ndvh.org to find assistance near you. 

 

Last week, we mentioned that key to the 
establishment and construction of the original Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church was Thomas Brown of Washington, DC, 
a white businessman who on his frequent trips to St. Mary’s 
County would worship with the mostly African-American 
congregation at St. Francis Hall. Mr. Brown’s one stipulation 
in donating the money for the church was that it be truly 
racially integrated, a church where blacks and whites were 
treated equally and everyone could sit where they pleased 
and receive Communion at the same time. At the time, this 
was (unfortunately) a pretty radical position, in this part of 
the country. 

After two short-term pastors (Fr. Robert Thoman, SJ, 
1947-48 and Fr. William McGarry, SJ, 1948-49), Father Edward 
Kerr, SJ was appointed and served as the first long-term 
pastor for our parish from 1949 until 1962, shortly after the 
current church was built. Father Kerr was very much 
committed to the total integration ideal. One of the ways he 
worked to achieve this was establishing an integrated men’s 
choir, which was quickly up and running, and frequently sang 
as a guest choir at many other County parishes, showing how 
racial integration was possible and desirable. 

The men’s choir lead the team that built the original 
rectory that now serves as the food panty and thrift shop. 
This meant clearing large trees, digging footers, mixing, 
wheeling and pouring concrete, all done by hand. In the 
building of the rectory, the community saw true integration—
black and white working side by side to achieve a common 
goal, enjoying each other’s company while doing it. 

IHM 75th Anniversary 
PARISH HISTORY NOTE LUMINOUS MYSTERY ROSARY PILGRIMAGE/RETREAT 

Camp Maria Spiritual Center in Leonardtown invites you to 
explore the Mysteries of Light in the Life of Christ through 
a one-day retreat/virtual pilgrimage. Visit the Holy Land! 
Connect the New Testament to the Old  Testament! 
Consider what the “Mysteries of Light” mean for your life! 
Saturday, February 12, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm, Cost is $50.00, 
which includes continental breakfast and lunch 
(scholarships available). To register, submit your name, 
address, and phone number to normayearick80agmail.com 
by February 8.  http://campmaria.org 

WHERE HAS ALL THE MUSIC GONE? We are no 
longer livestreaming the Masses or making 
song sheets available online. Some 
parishioners might like to borrow a hymnal 

until the pandemic is over, for use in their car (while 
listening on 99.7 FM from our parking lot) or in the church. 
We have several hymnals that have been put aside during 
the pandemic. If you would like to borrow one long-term, 
please contact Mary at 240-434-8876 or mary@ihmrcc.org. 
You can also catch her at the piano at almost every Mass. 
She will be happy to bring one to your car!  

IHM MUSIC MINISTRY If you are interested in 
sharing your musical talents with the parish, 
there is a place for you in this ministry! Please 
call Mary at 240-434-8876 (leave a message!). 

2021 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS AVAILABLE - Your 
giving statement is available online through my.ihmrcc.org 
or by calling the parish office. Please note that for those 
who use online giving, this is not necessarily the same 
username and password you use for online giving. 
Unfortunately, there is a small issue with generating the 
statements online: our letterhead and the text of the thank 
you note does not appear. This does not affect the 
amounts shown, and the name of the parish (but not the 
address) does appear on the statement. The company that 
runs our system is aware of the issue and has scheduled a 
fix with their next update. This will not affect your ability to 
file your taxes. Again, the numbers are right but some text 
is missing. By the time anyone gets audited (and hopefully 
no one will), it will be fixed and you will be able to print a 
version with our letterhead and Father Marco’s signature 
(or we can print it for you).  

TREASURES OF THE CHURCH St. Johns Church in 
Hollywood is hosting a exposition of Sacred Relics in the 
church on Wednesday, February 23 at 6:30 pm. Over 150 
relics will be shown, some as old as 2,000 years. Among 
the treasures are pieces of the True Cross, the veil of Our 
Lady, and many saints through the ages!  



 


