
 

Knights of Columbus will be hosting 
our monthly Fellowship Breakfast – 13 
February, 9 am until 12  noon.  All you 
can eat Pancake Breakfast with Take 
Out.  Suggested Donation, $8 per 
person or $25 per family of 4 or 
more.  Proceeds to Support the 

Christmas in April Program 2022. 

When I was a child growing up in Puerto 
Rico, our floors were all tiled from wall 
to wall.  When I lost some small object 
or toy somewhere in my house and 
could not find it after my default search, 
I would get down on the floor and align 
my eyesight parallel to the floor by 

resting my ear on the floor.  With this new perspective, I 
could clearly see everything that was on that floor, 
everything!  If what I was looking for was on that floor, I 
would easily find it.  Inevitably I would also find all kinds of 
other things I was not looking for!  Stray socks, lost army-
men toys, coins stashed by my siblings under their bed, 
and the occasional musty “Milk Dud”.  I learned from my 
youth that by deliberately changing my perspective I could 
see reality much more clearly than my every day, natural 
and default glance.  
 
 This applies to the way we see ourselves and 
about our spiritual life as well.  If we do not make an effort 
to deliberately contemplate our existence, our lives, our 
purpose with the “eyes of faith” that see everything, and 
not just our natural and default human day to day 
perception, we will miss out “seeing” the truth about 
ourselves and about our relationship with God.  Since we 
are finite and limited by nature, we have a limited 
perspective about ourselves and about the world we live 
in, the people around us and even about God. Without 
God’s Grace and His insight, our limited perspective will be 
incomplete and also easily distorted by our own fallen 
nature, the spirit of the world, and the devil.  As a result, 
we could be led to only “see” or focus mainly on our 
strengths and virtues, our self-righteousness and good 
works, our piety and our service to others.   In this 
situation, we would fail to see and also recognize our 
brokenness and need for healing, our error and need for 
conversion, our sin and need for forgiveness. This will 
result in us feeling and acting self-righteously, not being 
compassionate towards others, entitled and 
unappreciative of the gift of others and of God.   On the 
other hand, we could also be led to see ourselves and 
others completely in the opposite direction, focusing 
mainly on mistakes and failures, suffering and pain, 
sinfulness and brokenness.   This in turn will result in us 
feeling and going through life with little hope for a future, 
losing our joy of life and not trusting in God’s healing, His 
forgiveness and His love for us.   However, if we 
deliberately allow our limited, default human perspective 
to be illuminated by God’s infinite and perfect perspective, 
we will see ourselves and others more clearly, in the light 
of His love!    
 
 In today’s Gospel, Peter’s human perspective 

“sees” himself as just a struggling fisherman and as a sorry 
“sinful man”.   Confronted with Jesus’ power and holiness, 
Peter’s natural and default glance led him to only see his 
own failures and his flaws, and this caused him to ask Jesus 
to “depart from him”.    But Jesus, who is God Almighty, 
saw the whole of Peter!  Jesus saw his sin and failures, but 
also his virtues and his faith.  Jesus saw his potential and 
his love and thus Jesus, far from departing from Peter, 
called him instead to be a “fisherman of men”.  
 
 Brother and sisters, God’s Love, Justice and Mercy 
is infinite! Jesus’s Grace is superabundant! Through the 
Sacraments, through prayer, Scripture reading and spiritual 
direction we gain the ability to “see” ourselves, others and 
the world around us through the eyes of faith, with God’s 
perspective.  Jesus is standing before us, in His splendor 
and Glory, and sees us and knows us through and through.  
Let us let ourselves be loved, be healed and be 
strengthened and confirmed in His Love.  Let us heed His 
call to follow Him and offer Him our whole self, to build His 
Kingdom. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Deacon Juan Ortiz 

QUO VADIS EXCURSION AND HIKING On Sunday, 
February 6 from 9:30 am until 3:30 pm. The day includes 
Mass and breakfast at St. John Neumann, Gaithersburg. 
Bus transportation to Sugarloaf Mountain will be provided. 
Day also includes hiking, Adoration, talks, boxed lunch. This 
is a great opportunity to be outdoors and spend time with 
seminarians and other young men open to the priesthood! 
Register now at https://dcpriest.org/2022-quo-vadis-spring
-excursion 

SHADOW DAY AT ST. JOHN PAUL II SEMINARY on Friday, 
February 11 from 7:30 am until 7:30 pm. This event is for  
high-school Juniors and Seniors only. Experience a “day in 
the life” of a seminarian. Day includes Mass, Adoration, 
three meals, classes, and conversation with other young 
men open to the priesthood. Register now at https://
dcpriest.org/2022-shadow-day 



 

 
 
 

February 7 —February 13 
 

Monday  1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/Ps 132:6-7, 8-10/ 
 Mk 6:53-56  
9:00 am  Lourdes Ocado (L) 
   

Tuesday 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30/Ps 84:3, 4, 5 and 10, 11/
 Mk 7:1-13  
5:30 pm Estelle Shade (D) 
 

Wednesday 1 Kgs 10:1-10/Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40/ 
 Mk 7:14-23  
9:00 am    Heiner Family (L) 
 

Thursday 1 Kgs 11:4-13/Ps 106:3-4, 35-36, 37 and 40/
 Mk 7:24-30  
5:30 pm Walter Thomas Brown (D) 
 

Friday 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19/Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-13, 
 14-15/Mk 7:31-37  
9:00 am Chris Bray (D) 
 

Saturday 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34/Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-20, 
 21-22/Mk 8:1-10  
9:00 am Fr. Daniel Gallaugher (L) 
4:00 pm Gerry DePreta (D)  

  

Sunday Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/1 Cor 15:12, 16-
 20/Lk 6:17, 20-26  
8:30 am Cindy Thompson (L) 
11:15 am  Julián Ortiz (L) 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners 

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Louise Shafer, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, 
Mary Oliver, Judith Ann Allgood, Vince Guerin, Jane Keyon, 
Linda F. Gieser, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty LePore,  Bill 
Wagoner, Paula Coxon, Vincent Campanella, Joseph Hugh 
Weiland, Rylee Corliss, Rose Marie Weiland, Alan 
Stapanon, Ruby Garcia, Mia Garcia, Matthew Riddell, 
Marie C. Williams, Jim Hoffman, Kaylee Klier 

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY 
We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women; 

thanking them for their mission and their courage; may they 
continue to find new responses to the challenges of our times  

SYNOD LISTENING SESSION The entire Catholic Church is 
called to participate in the upcoming Synod of Bishops! In 
preparation for the international Synod of Bishops in 2023, 
Pope Francis wants your input on the topic of “For a 
Synodal Church, Communion, Participation, and Mission.” 
You are invited to join Fr. Marco and Fr. Dan for a parish 
listening session on  Saturday, February 12th at 10 am to 1 
pm.  Invite family, friends, neighbors- we want everyone to 
participate in this listening session. To RSVP, please email: 
julian@ihmrcc.org. If you can’t make the parish listening 
session, share your opinion online at www.adw.org/synod. 

75th ANNIVERSARY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Those interested in helping to plan for our 
75th Anniversary celebration are invited to 
attend a meeting at 1 pm on Wednesday, 
February 9th in the Parish Hall (to ensure the 

ability to safely distance). Those interested but unable to 
attend, please contact Fr. Marco at schad@ihmrcc.org or 
301-863-8144 x12. 

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

TAGALOG MASS Please join us on Sunday, February 13 at 
4 pm for Holy Mass in Tagalog to be celebrated by Fr. Ryan 
Pineda. This monthly Mass takes place inside the IHM 
church every second Sunday of the month, followed by a 
potluck fellowship in the hall.  A special prayer blessing is 
given to all who are celebrating birthdays, anniversaries 
and significant milestones for the month of February. 
Contact 301.904.4760 or FilipinoCatholic@gmail.com for 
more information. The next Mass is on March 13, 2022  

WHY BEAUTY MATTERS St. Mary’s Ryken presents an 
opportunity for adults to return to the classroom with its 
first adult education class, “Why Beauty Matters”. This 
course will be an opportunity to talk about beauty. Beyond 
just talk, though, we aim to engage in a dialogue on what 
beauty is and why it matters. This dialogue will touch on 
art, culture, and the intellectual life, but it will also and 
even more essentially be Catholic. Although this will not be 
a catechetical or apologetics course, it will be steeped in a 
Catholic vision of the good, the true, and the beautiful. Our 
emphasis on the latter is one that needs people of good 
will and generous wonder to dialogue with us and recover 
what our society and culture has so dramatically lost. To 
recover beauty is to find oneself… at home… in the most 
perfect and transcendent sense. Will you join us? The 
course is 8 weeks long and will meet on Wednesday 
evenings from 7pm-9pm at St. Mary’s Ryken. Registration 
is $145. Sign up at www.smrhs.org/TheLyceum. Please 
contact John Olon (jolon@smrhs.org) if you have any 
questions.  



 

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10 am prior to the 
Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to editing.  

 

A women’s devotional organization called the IHM 
Sodality was very active in the formative years of the new 
parish. Emphasis was placed on prayer as well as other 
duties in the church. Irene Thomas was prefect (president) 
and Ruth Barnes Portee was secretary. Approximately 
fifteen ladies belonged to the group. The Sodality provided 
vital support to the parish as a whole and was active for 
the first several years of the parish. 

The Ladies of Charity, another group devoted to 
spiritual development and good works, began in the mid-
1950s. Eva Florence, Marie Duff, and Anne Lancaster were 
among its early presidents. The ladies raised money to 
help the needy through bake sales and bazaars. They also 
took care of cleaning the church, doing the altar linens and 
flowers. They met monthly in the large front room of the 
(original) rectory (now the thrift shop). This group and the 
Sodality eventually combined to form the nucleus of the 
present St. Vincent de Paul of IHM (SVDP of IHM). 

 St. Vincent de Paul of IHM is a parish 
organization and ministry, as opposed to most St. Vincent 
de Paul Societies, which are part of a national organization 
and not (legally and otherwise) directly a parish ministry. 
Over time, SVDP of IHM partnered with Southern 
Maryland Food Bank (SMFB), run by Catholic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of Washington but working with food 
pantries of all sorts in Southern Maryland.  Through this 
partnership, SVDP of IHM was able to receive donations 
from local grocery stores and restaurants.  This enabled 
the organization to grow in the number of clients they 
could serve within the community. 

Unfortunately, SMFB’s location in Waldorf and 
increasingly stricter refrigerated food transport rules 
recently made it more difficult to work with them. 
Providentially at about the same time, the Rotary Club of 
Lexington Park, long an SVDP of IHM donor, was looking to 
identify a pressing need in the area and address it with a 
longer-term project. On the suggestion of Fr. Marco Schad 
and other pastors in the area, the Rotary Club led the 
effort to establish the Feed St. Mary’s food bank in 2018-
2019, with SVDP of IHM as one of the founding members. 
This new partnership enables SVDP of IHM to purchase 
food at discounted rates from the Maryland Food Bank (in 
Baltimore), which is delivered to the Feed St. Mary’s depot 
in Lexington Park, and easily and safely transported 
(without needing a refrigerated truck) to the SVDP of IHM 
food pantry. 

With the generosity of the parish community, and 
the community at large, the SVDP of IHM is able to assist 

IHM 75th Anniversary 
PARISH HISTORY NOTE 

LUMINOUS MYSTERY ROSARY PILGRIMAGE/RETREAT 
Camp Maria Spiritual Center in Leonardtown invites you to 
explore the Mysteries of Light in the Life of Christ through 
a one-day retreat/virtual pilgrimage. Visit the Holy Land! 
Connect the New Testament to the Old  Testament! 
Consider what the “Mysteries of Light” mean for your life! 
Saturday, February 12, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm, Cost is $50.00, 
which includes continental breakfast and lunch 
(scholarships available). To register, submit your name, 
address, and phone number to normayearick80agmail.com 
by February 8.  http://campmaria.org 

TREASURES OF THE CHURCH St. Johns Church in 
Hollywood is hosting a exposition of Sacred Relics in the 
church on Wednesday, February 23 at 6:30 pm. Over 150 
relics will be shown, some as old as 2,000 years. Among 
the treasures are pieces of the True Cross, the veil of Our 
Lady, and many saints through the ages!  

some 125-150 families each month with food supplies. A 
smaller number are helped with utilities, rent, some 
medical expenses, gas, and other needs that require 
immediate assistance. SVDP of IHM also has a Christmas 
giving tree program that brings hope to families within the 
parish, as well as other families within the local 
community. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP at St. Cecilia Catholic Church Rectory 
Basement on Wednesday, February 9th at 6pm. We're 
meeting in a Church basement (not a bar) this month, so 
feel at ease bringing your little ones/babies! Families are 
always welcome. This month's speak is Conor Hardy, a 
former teacher, police officer, and current seminarian for 
the Archdiocese of Washington. Conor will give us a talk 
titled: "Stories as Keys to Seeing with Sacramental 
Vision."  The rectory is the brick building to the left of the 
St. Cecilia's Church.  Follow the steps on the left of 
the building to the basement door. We'll be in there! 

BEREAVEMENT PROGRAM Grief is a lonely and isolating 
experience. Human beings are created to make 
connections and the passing of a loved one is highly 
offensive to our natural inclinations. The COVID-19 
pandemic made grief more prolonged and more painful. In 
the midst of loneliness we can feel lost and in great need. 
If you are ready, consider attending the Blessed Sacrament 
Bereavement Program. Contact Jim Hoffman at 
hoffmanlpc@gmail.com for further information.  



 


