
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
The Good Samaritan is one of those 
parables that has gained almost universal 
recognition even outside of Christian 
circles. This is understandable. The notion 
of radical generosity is one of those ideals 
that many religious traditions would 

propose to its followers. But that familiarity can dilute an 
even greater lesson Jesus is teaching here.  Jesus is calling 
his followers not simply to radical generosity, but to love. 
And whom are we to love? Jesus emphasizes those “other” 
than our friends, families, and communities; those who 
have, by that “otherness,” been deemed “enemies.”   
 
    To appreciate that, we have to remember that Jews and 
Samaritans didn’t get along, and hadn’t for almost a 
thousand years. Disputes, over how they worshiped and 
what was the proper relationship with pagans, had 
intensified over the centuries to the point that each side 
ended up doing appalling things to the other. Jews had 
destroyed Samaritan cities; Samaritans would attack Jews 
as they made their pilgrimage to and from Jerusalem – the 
“road to Jericho.” The animosity was so deep that they 
avoided each other at all costs. Jews would go through the 
much more difficult, challenging task of crossing the River 
Jordan to avoid walking through a Samaritan town in their 
travels. Calling someone a Samaritan was on the same 
level as saying they were possessed. 
 
 That’s how deep the bitterness was. So when Jesus 
is asked by this Jewish scholar, What must I do to inherit 
eternal life? his response is almost unthinkable to this 
Jewish audience. When Jesus describes a Samaritan 
selflessly serving and, in fact, saving a Jewish man, he is 
calling us not simply to radical generosity, but radical love. 
For Jesus, this means not simply extending a helping hand 
to, but giving preference to our enemies – loving in a way 
that transforms the other ...  into brother and sister. 
 
     As we look at our world today, many would 
agree that the polarization and division seem to intensify 
with each passing day. But the disputes and disagreements 
aren’t limited to nameless, faceless groups of people who 
remain distant from our lives and experience. Sadly, there 
are people in our own neighborhoods who fall into groups 
whose labels could just as easily be swapped for the Jew 
and the Samaritan in today’s story.   
 
     Jesus makes it clear: The path to eternal life begins 
when we decide not to cross the street, not to continue to 
ignore and disengage from the “others” in our midst, but 
to imitate his selfless sacrificial love.  

LAZARUS COMMITTEE  The Lazarus Committee provides 
funeral repasts for the funerals of active and registered 
parishioners. If interested in joining the Lazarus committee 
or for more information, please contact Pat at 301-863-
5133 or Linda at 240-298-5264.  

To sign up to Formed, the premier 
site to access Catholic Media 
online, go to www.formed.org and 

press “sign up” and then “sign up as a parishioner”. Type in 
the ZIP code of the parish “20653”, follow the directions to 
create an account, and then enjoy!  

TROOPS OF ST.GEORGE The Troops of Saint George 
apostolate aims to use the outdoors as our canvas and the 
sacraments as our path to light the way for the formation 
of Holy Catholic men and boys. Whether called to the 
vocation of the priesthood, the religious life, or that of 
Holy fatherhood, our fathers and sons will take a prayerful 
pilgrimage together to fulfill Christ's desire for them to 
grow in virtue and in their Holy Catholic faith as they 
journey toward heaven. Anyone interested in learning 
more are encouraged to attend Mass on the Feast of St. 
George (Saturday, April 23 at 9 am) at St George Catholic 
Church, Valley Lee. After Mass you can learn more about 
TSG and join us on a short family hike at Myrtle Point Park. 

 Yours in Christ Jesus, 
Fr. Marco 

PARISH COOKBOOK SALES Our 75th Anniversary parish 
cookbook “Favorite Recipes to Feed the Heart” is here and 
available at the parish office. Each cookbooks is $20. 
Payment accepted in cash, check or credit/ACH through 
cookbook.ihmrcc.org. Cookbooks also will be available 
after Mass on the weekend of July 9 and 10, both to 
purchase and to pick up prepaid orders.  

CATECHISTS NEEDED We are in need of volunteers to help 
us teach the next generation of Catholics at IHM. Our CFF 
(Children’s Faith Formation) Program has a few teaching 
positions for students from Grade 2 through Grade 8. The 
school year is roughly September until May. Please 
prayerfully consider giving time and talent  to the service 
of God through religious education! For more details or to 
volunteer, please contact Damaritza Ortiz at 301-863-8793 
or at cff@ihmrcc.org.  



 

 
 
 

July 11 — July 17 
 

Monday  Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16BC-17, 21 and 23/
 Mt 10:34-11:1  
9:00 am  Dan Grossman (S) 
   

Tuesday Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3A, 3B-4, 5-6, 7-8/ 
 Mt 11:20-2  
5:30 pm Lois Trent (D) 
 

Wednesday Is 10:5-7, 13B-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15/
 Mt 11:25-27  
9:00 am    Teresa Chan (D) 
 

Thursday Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and 15, 
 16-18, 19-21/Mt 11:28-30  
5:30 pm Allen Girod (D) 
 

Friday Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/IS 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16/
 Mt 12:1-8  
9:00 am George Walter Thompson (L) 
 

Saturday Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14/ 
 Mt 12:14-21  
9:00 am Virginia Betancourt (D) 
4:00 pm Annette Pennington (S) 

  

Sunday Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5/Col 1:24-28/ 
 Lk 10:38-42  
8:30 am Bill Miedzinski (D) 
11:15 am  Bruce Colby (D)  
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners 

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, Mary Oliver, 
Judith Ann Allgood, Vince Guerin, Jane Keyon, Linda F. 
Gieser, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty LePore,  Bill Wagoner, 
Vincent Campanella, Joseph Hugh Weiland, Rylee Corliss, 
Rose Marie Weiland, Alan Stapanon, Ruby Garcia, Mia 
Garcia, Matthew Riddell, Marie C. Williams, Jim Hoffman, 
Kaylee Klier, David Kalil, Wanda Slate, Jim Brown, Enedina 
Melendez, Hector Perez, Glenn Thompson III, Mary Hebb    

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR JULY 
We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and 

memory of a people; may their experience and wisdom 
help young people to look towards the future with hope 

and responsibility.  

Events Calendar  July 11 — June 17 
 
Fri:  5:30 pm  Youth Group at St. Cecilia’s 

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10 am prior to the 
Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to editing.  

TRAVEL TO THE HOLY LAND! Our Lady Star of the Sea 
travel club is hosting a trip to the Holy Land in December, 
2022 and would like to invite your parish members to join 
us. Spend Advent in Bethlehem, as we walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus. Depart December 5, return December 
13, 2022. Trip cost is $999 pp and includes hotel, tours, 
daily breakfast and dinner. Airfare is additional. A $300 
deposit is all that is needed to hold your place. Please 
contact Mary Beth Brown for more 
information:  marybeth@bytheseatravel.com or 443-623-
6368.  

QUO VADIS CAMP For high school age young men, will be 
held at Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary from Sunday, July 31, 
to Wednesday, August 3, 2022. For four days, high school 
age young men who desire to grow in holiness will have an 
opportunity for Mass, prayer, and Eucharistic adoration, as 
well as time for recreation, sports, and fraternity. Quo 
Vadis Camp is run by priests and seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Washington. Bus transportation will be 
available. Please register now at https://dcpriest.org/quo-
vadis-camp-2022. If you have questions, please contact the 
Office of Priest Vocations at vocations@adw.org or call 202
-636-9020. 

HELP OUR MARRIAGE Do you feel alone? Are you 
frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue, or have 
you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about 
it only make it worse? Retrouvaille helps couples through 
difficult times in their marriages. This program has helped 
many couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage. 
For confidential information or to register for the 
upcoming program beginning with a weekend on 
September 2nd - 4th, please visit: 
www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call (443) 400-7017, or email 
us at: 3015@HelpOurMarriage.org 

PEWS AND BENCHES FOR SALE, VOLUNTEERS NEEDED If 
interested in purchasing a pew (with ends) or a bench 
(without ends), please contact Linda Hidalgo at 240-298-
5264. We are also looking for volunteers with carpentry 
skills to help out with the orders.  



 

If you or someone you know is inquiring 
about the Catholic faith, please let them 
know to email our RCIA coordinator at 
RCIA@ihmrcc.org.  

IHM MUSIC MINISTRY If you are interested in 
sharing your musical talents with the parish, 
there is a place for you in this ministry! Please 
call Mary at 240-434-8876 (leave a message!). 

ADDITIONAL HOURS FOR FOOD PANTRY The IHM Food 
Pantry has additional operating hours! Along with Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 8:30 am until 11:30 am, the 
Food Pantry will be open the Second and Fourth Tuesdays. 
On the Second Tuesday, the hours are from 4 pm until 6 
pm, and on the Fourth Tuesday hours are from 5 pm until 7 
pm. As always, call the Food Pantry at 301-863-8193 during 
operating hours in order to get assistance.  

LOCAL YOUTH PILGRIMAGE Calling all high schoolers for 
an awesome pilgrimage to St.Clement’s Island on Saturday, 
September 24.  Concert with Joe Melendrez, Nun Run 
Treasure Hunt, Seminarian Led Team Building Project, Time 
Period Games and more! Visit 
www.southernmarylandroots.org for more information. 
Help with the cost is available. Please contact Cookie 
Pontzer by August 1 to register: 301-672-0075 or 
cookiepontzer@gmail.com. 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER RETREATS Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is excited to announce that there are two 
Experience dates to choose from! They are: July 15-17 at 
St. Philip Neri Catholic Church in Linthicum, MD and on 
October 7-9,  at St. Mark in Catonsville, MD. The format is 
non-residential; Couples return home on Friday and 
Saturday night and return at 8 am  the next morning. The 
Experiences end with Mass on Sunday afternoon. There’s 
no group discussion. Over the course of the experience, 
three couples and a priest provide tools, using examples 
from their own lives, to help couples work through 
common themes we can all relate to. To apply online go to: 
moments4marriage.org For more information, please leave 
a message at 301-541-7007 or go to WWME.ORG. 

MISSING TOOLS? If you are missing a saw or an axe (from 
Demolition Day) they are in the Music Office. You can pick 
them up there or contact Mary at 240-434-8876.  

HELP NEEDED TO FEED OUR PRIESTS Do you enjoy 
cooking? Meals by Martha is a group of IHM parishioners 
that provide dinners for our priests twice a week. We are 
looking for volunteers who can make and deliver one meal 
to the priests each month. For more information, please 
contact Lynn Wilkin at 240-561-1356. 

POSITION AVAILABLE AT THE MISSION The MISSION 
homeless outreach center is looking for a new Ministry 
Leader (or leaders, ideally a married couple). The details 
for this full-time position can be found by calling the Parish 
office at 301-863-8144 or by calling The MISSION director 
Rick Myers at richard@seeking shelter.com.  

CFF NEWS 

Thank you for being a part of the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Religious Education program! Registration for the 

2022–2023 CCD program, beginning in the Fall is now 

OPEN! Please be aware of the following: 

* CCD will be offered for Grades 1 through 8. 

* As previously announced, the virtual learning program 

and homeschool CCD will no longer be offered. 

* In class learning will be offered on Sundays at 9:30 AM to 

Levels  1-4. 

* In class learning will be offered on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM 

for Levels  5-8. 

* Returning students, please bring all forms filled, 

registration fee and copy of sacramental certificates (if not 

performed at IHM)  

* NEW students only, please call Damartiza Ortiz to 

schedule an appointment for registration at (301) 863-

8793 or email: cff@ihmrcc.org. 

* NEW students, please bring all forms filled, registration 

fee and copy of sacramental certificates. 

* The fee structure remains unchanged from last year. 

(please see Registration form). 

* Please register early (before August 30th) to avoid late 

fee. 

           Registration dates and time are as follow: 

 - Mondays and Tuesdays in July from the 11th until 

 the 19th from 1 pm until 5 pm 

 - Sunday, August 14, 21, and 28 after all Masses 

 -Monday, August 22 and 29 from 1 pm until 5 pm  

 Your early registration will be appreciated, to help us plan 

for the Fall CCD program (start date of mid-September, 

2022). 



 


