
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
As we are (hopefully) wrapping up our 
church remodeling in the next few weeks, 
I thought I’d write about the motivations 
for this effort in a bit of a philosophical 
way. 
 

 The transcendental qualities, also understood as 
the properties of being (or of existence itself), are common 
to all beings (whether creatures or Creator). These are 
Unity, Truth, Goodness and Beauty (some lists do not 
include “Unity”, others call it “Love” if referring to personal 
beings). These transcendentals cannot be logically traced 
back to something else, and so are considered “first” or 
fundamental concepts. The transcendentals are the 
ultimate desire of Mankind; we strive for perfection, 
seeking to attain Unity, Truth, Goodness and Beauty. God 
is the very essence of these: He is not one Being who is 
true, good and beautiful, but He is Unity itself (or Love 
itself), Truth itself, Goodness itself and Beauty itself. Our 
desire for these transcendentals, then, is ultimately a 
desire for God. 
 
 Without Unity, we are pulled towards many 
different goals and attain none of them. We can certainly 
appreciate this in our own personal lives, at work or at 
school, in the family and in the community. If we don’t 
define what we are about, then we are not about anything. 
Having no clear purpose is both an opportunity for Satan to 
be at work, and a goal of his to prevent the attainment of 
what ought to be our goal: communion with God. In the 
Gospel of Mark (5:1-20), before Jesus heals a possessed 
man, he asks the demon its name. It replies: “My name is 
Legion, for we are many.” The Devil pulls apart, God 
integrates; the Devil separates, God unites. 
 
 Perhaps nothing points to our inherent desire to 
know Truth than the typical two-year old’s incessant asking 
of “Why?” Why? Why? Why?” Even at that early age, we 
want to know “Why?” Maybe we have that longing in us 
even earlier, but lack the ability to express it. As we grow 
and experience real learning (not mere memorization), we 
catch glimpses of transcendental Truth in the exhilaration 
of discovery when something just clicks and makes sense. 
This can happen in any subject in school and in many areas 
beyond school. Gaining an insight to the workings of the 
universe, or even of a tiny aspect of it, can be a source of 
tremendous joy and excitement. It is a glimpse of Truth; it 
is a glimpse of God. 
 
 A few years after we stop constantly asking 
“why?”, we often move on to declaring “it’s not fair!” We 

MASS INTENTIONS may be requested at the parish office 
during regular office hours (M—F, 8 am—4 pm) in person 
or by phone (301-863-8144 x11), or by e-mailing 
julian@ihmrcc.org. Your desired date may not be available. 
We now have the ability to accept Mass intention stipends 
online (but only after the date has been accepted by the 
office). 

75th ANNIVERSARY RAFFLE The 75th Anniversary 
committee will be raffling a hand painted Nativity set, to 
defray expenses for our 75th Anniversary celebration 
dinners. The set was painted by one of our parishioners! 
Tickets will be: 1 ticket for $5, 6 tickets for $25.  For more 
information, contact Anne Krech at 301-373-6106, or at 
kamp-krech@md.metrocast.net.  

naturally have a desire for what is right, for what is just, for 
what is good. Even if our concept of what is fair might 
sometimes be incredibly self-centered, our longing for 
goodness also points us towards God, who alone is good 
(Mark 10:18). Our ability to be good, or fair, or just, is 
really a participation in God’s goodness (the same is true 
for the other transcendentals).  
 
 We can only judge something’s “goodness” if we 
first understand the “why?” of it. Only when we know 
something (or someone’s) purpose and nature, can we 
judge how well it meets its purpose and fulfills its nature. 
This is true of dogs (a guard dog ought to be very different 
from a therapy dog); this is true of chairs (is it meant for 
office work, for relaxing or for dining?); this is true of 
people (someone who by nature and training is well-suited 
to be a nurse just might not make a good prosecutor); this 
is true of policies and laws (“no right turn on red” laws, like 
the one just passed in D.C., make sense if we seek to 
protect cyclists and pedestrians, but not if our priority is 
avoiding pollution, wasted gas and wasted time). We 
cannot determine anything’s goodness if we don’t know its 
purpose. Which is the motivation for this letter and next 
week’s letter (since I’ve already gone on too long). When 
we understand the “why?” of the church remodeling, we 
can have a greater appreciation of it’s goodness. 
  
Yours in Christ Jesus, 
Fr. Marco 

LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE Little Flower School 
will be hosting an Open House for prospective families on 
Monday, October 17 from 4-6pm.  Come and meet our 
principal, teachers, and take a tour with our student 
ambassadors!  Learn about the benefits of a Catholic 
education for your child(ren).  Please pre-register 
at: https://forms.office.com/r/yQXwSPJWsT.  We look 
forward to seeing you there! 



 

 
 
 

October 10 — October 16 
 

Monday  Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31–5:1/Ps 113:1B-2, 3-4, 
 5A and 6-7/Lk 11:29-32  
9:00 am  James and Malani Baker, Jr. (L) 
   

Tuesday Gal 5:1-6/Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48/ 
 Lk 11:37-41  
5:30 pm Persecuted Church in Nicaragua (L) 
 

Wednesday Gal 5:18-25/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/ 
 Lk 11:42-46  
9:00 am    Jim Brown (D) 
 

Thursday Eph 1:1-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3AB, 3CD-4, 5-6/ 
 Lk 11:47-54  
5:30 pm Anda Cummings (D)  
 

Friday Eph 1:11-14/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13/ 
 Lk 12:1-7  
9:00 am Charles Decker, Jr. (D) 
 

Saturday Eph 1:15-23/Ps 8:2-3AB, 4-5, 6-7/ 
 Lk 12:8-12  
9:00 am Helen and Albert Imperial (D) 
4:00 pm All IHM Parisioners 

  

Sunday Ex 17:8-13/Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/ 
 2 Tm 3:14-4:2/Lk 18:1-8  
8:30 am Kayden M. Carroll (L) 
11:15 am  Patrocenia Chan (D) 
1:00 pm All Children, both born and unborn (L)  

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, Mary Oliver, 
Judith Ann Allgood, Vince Guerin, Jane Keyon, Linda F. 
Gieser, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty LePore, Bill Wagoner,   
Vincent Campanella, Joseph Hugh Weiland, Rylee Corliss, 
Rose Marie Weiland, Alan Stapanon, Ruby Garcia, Mia 
Garcia, Matthew Riddell, Marie C. Williams, Jim Hoffman, 
Kaylee Klier, David Kalil, Wanda Slate, Enedina Melendez, 
Hector Perez, Josephine, Glenn Thompson III, John 
Worrell, Tim Brosnihan, Jim Makin 

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER  
We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in 
preaching the Gospel, may the Church be a community of 

solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an 
atmosphere of synodality.  

Events Calendar  October 10 — October  16 
 
Mon: All Day  Parish Office Closed 
Sat: 1:30 pm  Youth Group  
 5:00 pm  75th Anniversary Spaghetti  
   Dinner Potluck 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS MINISTRY We have various 
projects around the church that need to be completed. 
Any adult or child would be welcome. If you want to 
volunteer, please contact Martha Davie by  phone or text 
at 240-434-3510. Thank you!  

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10 am prior to the 
Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to editing.  

IT SHOULDN’T HURT AT HOME The Catholic community 
cares about families experiencing violence and unhealthy 
relationships. Visit www.CatholicsforFamilyPeace.org to 
learn more about this issue, how to help, who to call, and 
the rich Catholic teaching that supports survivors. If you 
need help now, contact the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline, 800‐799‐7233 (24 hours); 800‐787‐3224 (TTY); 
www.ndvh.org to find assistance near you. 

PARISH COOKBOOK SALES Our 75th Anniversary parish 
cookbook “Favorite Recipes to Feed the Heart” is here and 
available at the parish office. Each cookbooks is $20. 
Payment accepted in cash, check or credit/ACH through 
cookbook.ihmrcc.org.  

PEWS AND BENCHES FOR SALE, VOLUNTEERS NEEDED If 
interested in purchasing a pew (with ends) or a bench 
(without ends), please contact Linda Hidalgo at 240-298-
5264. We are also looking for volunteers with carpentry 
skills to help out with the orders.  

If you or someone you know is interested in 
becoming catholic or you know a catholic 
desiring to learn more about the faith, 
please contact Tess Crowe via email at 

rcia@ihmrcc.org or contact the office at 301-863-8144 to 
register.  

ALTAR SERVER PRACTICE required for all previous servers 
and welcoming new servers will take place on Saturday, 
October 15 at 9:45 am.   

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  on Monday, October 10th.  



 

MASS IN THE PARKING LOT As a reminder, during IHM’s 
weekend Masses we have in-parking lot options available. 
While parked at IHM, if you tune to 99.7 FM you can hear 
the Mass broadcast live. If you park in the second, smaller 
parking lot, we will bring out Communion at the 
appropriate time.   

MANY REASONS AND WAYS TO GIVE Do you know that 
there are many forms of gifting to your Church or Catholic 
School?  We are accustomed to donating by cash or check 
in weekly or requested envelopes. Any Archdiocesan 
church, school or charity can also accept gifts from Donor 
Advised Funds, Gifts of Stocks and Bonds, IRA Qualified 
Charitable Distributions, Corporate Matching Gifts, and 
final bequests. These gifts are facilitated by the 
Archdiocesan Office of Development but are donated in 
full to the designated entity. 
St. Aloysius Church will be hosting a meeting on October 
13th at 6:30 pm in the Parish Hall to discuss these avenues 
in detail. All who might be interested in gifting to any 
Archdiocesan church, school or charity are welcome. 

ST. MARY’S RYKEN OPEN HOUSE St. Mary’s Ryken 
welcomes families to our Fall Open House on Sunday, 
October 23 at 1 pm. Join us learn more about what St. 
Mary’s Ryken offers 9 – 12th graders in the Southern 
Maryland community. During this event, meet students, 
faculty and administrators, tour our campus and get to 
know our community. Opportunities will be available to 
learn about: academics, campus ministry, fine arts, 
athletics, learning resources support, transportation, clubs 
and so much more! Please RSVP: www.smrhs.org/
openhouse  

SPAGHETTI DINNER AND POTLUCK Our 75th anniversary 
celebration continues! Our current church was blessed on 
October 11, 1961, just 14 years after our first church along 
Route 235. In commemoration of that event, after the 4 
pm Mass on October 15th, in conjunction with Knights of 
Columbus Council 9968, we will have a Spaghetti Dinner 
for parishioners, former parishioners and friends of the 
parish.  

So that enough food may be prepared, please RSVP at 
75.ihmrcc.org or call the parish office at 301-863-8144. 
While the Knights will provide the main course, we need 
help providing salads, bread, and desserts. If you would 
like to bring a dish, please let us know at the same RSVP 
contacts above. 

WOMEN'S NIGHT OF RECOLLECTION  on Tuesday, Ocotber 
11 at 7 pm at St. Cecilia’s Church. This month's talk is 
"Prayer, Pain & Purgatory " given by Fr. Larry Swink. In 
preparation for All Soul's Day, what's the merit of the 
phrase, living your purgatory now.... for the purification of 
your own soul and others? How have we as Catholics, 
fallen short in praying for the souls of our deceased family 
members and friends? Evening includes Adoration, talk, 
Confessions(6 pm), and Healing prayers. 

IHM 2nd ANNUAL TRUNK OR TREAT Decorate your car 
and join us for fun and games on Sunday, October 30th. 
Set up is at 2:30 pm with the trunk or treaters arriving at 3 
pm. Candy and prize donations are welcome! To sign up or 
for more information contact Martha Worrell at 
mfworrell1@hotmail.com.    

CLERGY CYCLE Fr. Marco and Deacon Juan will be riding in 
Care Net's 2nd Annual Clergy Cycle this month to support 
Care Net Pregnancy Center of SOMD.  Their goal is to ride 
all 22 miles.  You may pledge/mile on their behalf.  Pledge 
cards are available or you may scan the QR code to make 
an online pledge.  Care Net will contact you after their ride 
to satisfy your pledge.  Thank you to our parishioners who 
generously give to this life saving ministry. 

Pledge for Fr. Marco   Pledge for Deacon Juan  

BABY SHOWER FOR CARE NET PREGNANCY CENTER 
Throughout the month of October we will be holding a 
Baby Shower for Care Net Pregnancy Center. Bring items 
(Diapers, Formula, Wipes, etc.) , and place in the bassinets 
in the back of church.  The need has grown since the 
overturning of Roe vs Wade, so please help. 

 Chesterton Academy of St. Mary’s is hosting a series of 
events in the coming weeks: Discover Chesterton Day on  
October 27 or November 3;  Middle School Movie Night on 
November 4; Open House on November 13th.  For more 
information www.chestertonstmarys.org/events. 



 


