
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
The familiar biblical Christmas stories that 
we hear during this holy season contain 
many unexpected events and characters. 
They hardly seem fit for a king. It all 
begins with a young virgin who cannot 
possibly be with child, yet she indeed 

conceives and bears the Son of God within her. This child is 
then born after a difficult journey by his parents to 
Bethlehem. The birth is subsequently announced – by 
angels – to the most ordinary of people, doing some of the 
most labor-intensive and dirty work around: shepherds. 
Finally, the only “important” people who recognize the 
newborn as a king are non-Jewish foreigners.  
 
 How is it that there are no priests or scribes 
present to greet the promised king? Surely, they must have 
been prepared for his arrival. Why isn’t he born in a palace 
surrounded by servants and other royalty? How can 
anyone believe that this is the birth of a king? If this child is 
truly the King of the Jews, his beginnings demonstrate that 
he is not going to be like any other king. 
 
 He is called the King of the Jews, but his 
importance seems to be much larger than simply the 
nation of Israel. This king is overlooked by the Jewish 
leaders but proclaimed by the simple shepherds and the 
Magi. The king is born to a simple virgin but called the Son 
of God. The king is born in a cave/barn, but the visitors 
bring lavish gifts. The king is praised by angels but hunted 
by Herod. This Jesus is going to turn the whole world 
upside down and it begins even as he is a newborn. 
 
 As we examine the characters in this chapter of 
Jesus’ life, it seems that all the wrong people are involved. 
None of these people would be considered important or 
worthy to the outside observer. It seems that this king has 
invited the poor and the outcast to his birthday. How can 
King Herod be so afraid of a weak baby born into poverty 
and obscurity? 
 
 Do we understand now the message for us? When 
we come into the presence of the Lord, we can also feel 
unworthy. It is good for us to remember that even from 
the beginning Jesus has welcomed the outcast and the 
overlooked. If we doubt that Jesus loves or invites us, it is 
encouraging to recall the humble shepherds and the 
“unclean” Magi who were the first to be summoned. This 
king is not judging by appearance or status. In Jesus we 
celebrate a king who is longing to save those who need his 
mercy. The gifts that he asks us to offer are our love and 
devotion to him. This king is such a joyful surprise!  

MASS WITH HEALING PRAYERS This month’s Mass with 
Healing Prayers is at 7 pm on Monday, January 23rd. After 
Mass, we will have Eucharistic Adoration and prayers for 
healing with laying on of hands. Confessions begin at 6:30 
pm and continue as long as there are penitents.  

 Yours in Christ Jesus, 
Fr. Marco 

ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS This year Bishop 
Roy E. Campbell will celebrate the Annual Wedding 
Anniversary Mass to Celebrate the Vocation of Marriage on 
Saturday, February 11 at 10 am at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in DC. This 
celebration is to highlight the witness to the Catholic 
vocation of marriage and the beauty of God’s plan for 
married life. Couples must register with the parish office to 
attend the Mass and/or receive a certificate from Cardinal 
Wilton Gregory in honor of their anniversary year by 
Friday, January 20th.  

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE Sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus St. Mary’s Council #1470 on Saturday, January 
28 from 9 am to 2 pm at Knights Hall, 41605 Fenwick St., 
Leonardtown, MD 20650. To sign up, go to 
www.redcrossblood.org, then insert KOC1470 into the box 
’Find a Drive’ in the upper right corner. Alternatively, you 
can call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767). After 
registering for your donation appointment, use Rapid Pass 
the day of the drive to fast track your donation check in. If 
you would like to learn more, go to 
www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass. 

CATHOLIC GRANDPARENTS ASSOCIATION Grandparents 
are invited to join us for The Catholic Grandparents 
Association (CGA). We’ve had our introductory meetings 
and are now ready to begin our 1st official meeting! (New 
members are very welcomed, too;) Our first meeting, (new 
members are always welcome!) is Saturday, January 14 at 
11:30 am in Room Phillip. Please request to join our 
Flocknote group (Catholic Grandparents) via 
www.ihmrcc.org (click on the join Flocknote tab or log-in to 
your Flocknote & request to join group) for updates on this 
new ministry. More info is available on the international 
website www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org. Please 
bring a calendar, notebook & pen/pencil to the meeting. 
Light Refreshments will be provided. For more information 
contact Malani or James Baker at 
mrsmalanimbbaker@outlook.com. 



 

 
 
 

January 9 — January 15 
 

Monday  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/ 
 Mt 3:13-17  
9:00 am  Janet and Al Baronowski (D) 
   

Tuesday Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/ 
 Mk 1:21-28  
5:30 pm For the Unborn (D) 
 

Wednesday Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9/ 
 Mk 1:29-39  
9:00 am    Grace Miedzinski (S) 
 

Thursday Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11/ 
 Mk 1:40-45  
5:30 pm Dcn. Eugene S. Burroughs (D) 
 

Friday Heb 4:1-5, 11/ Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8/ 
 Mk 2:1-12  
9:00 am Paula Coxon (L) 
 

Saturday Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/ 
 Mk 2:13-17  
9:00 am Cayetano Toledo (D) 
4:00 pm Audrey Ridgell (L) 
   

Sunday Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/ 
 1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34  
8:30 am Mass of Thanksgiving  
11:15 am  Bruce Colby (D) 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners  

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, Mary Oliver, 
Judith Ann Allgood, Vince Guerin, Jane Kenyon, Linda F. 
Gieser, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty LePore, Bill Wagoner,   
Joseph Hugh Weiland, Rylee Corliss, Rose Marie Weiland, 
Alan Stapanon, Ruby Garcia, Mia Garcia, Matthew Riddell, 
Marie C. Williams, Kaylee Klier, David Kalil, Wanda Slate, 
Enedina Melendez, Hector Perez, Josephine, Glenn 
Thompson III, John Worrell, Tim Brosnihan, Jim Makin, 
Carmen Colby, Tracey Herrera, Gary Green, Grace 
Miedzinski, Bruce Riddell, Katelyn Corliss, Robert Weaver, 
Linda Jones  
 

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY 
We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching 
fraternity rather than competition and helping the youngest 

and most vulnerable above all.  

Events Calendar  January 9 — January 15 
 
Sun: 4pm to 6 pm Youth Group at Ryken 

MASS INTENTIONS may be requested at the parish office 
during regular office hours (M—F, 8 am—4 pm) in person 
or by phone (301-863-8144 x11), or by e-mailing 
julian@ihmrcc.org. Your desired date may not be available. 
We now have the ability to accept Mass intention stipends 
online (but only after the date has been accepted by the 
office). 

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10 am prior to the 
Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to editing.  

MASS IN THE PARKING LOT As a reminder, during IHM’s 
weekend Masses we have in-parking lot options available. 
While parked at IHM, if you tune to 99.7 FM you can hear 
the Mass broadcast live. If you park in the second, smaller 
parking lot, we will bring out Communion at the 
appropriate time if you have your hazard lights on.   

KofC PANCAKE BREAKFAST The next Knights of Columbus 
Pancake Breakfast is Sunday, January 22nd from 9 am until 
12 pm. $10 suggested donation to support Christmas in 
April.    

SMALL GROUP STUDIES ON THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BEGIN 
JANUARY 11 Two adult small group studies will use The 
Wild Goose: Discovering a Deeper Relationship with the 
Holy Spirit by Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR. Both groups will meet 
in the IHM large classroom for two seven-week sessions: 
January 11 to February 22 and April 12 to May 24, 
Mondays at 7 pm or Wednesdays at 10 am. There is no 
cost for this study. If interested, please contact Nancy 
Baysinger at 240-298-4713.  

KING CAKES FOR LIFE The American Heritage Girls are 
selling king cakes for life. What is a king cake? A king cake 
is a cross between a coffee cake and a French pastry that is 
decorated in the colors of green, purple and gold with a 
plastic baby hidden inside. It is served on Mardi Gras (Day 
before Ash Wednesday) 100% of the proceeds go to the 
CareNet Pregnancy Center. Each cake is $40. To order, 
please contact Debbie Cress at 540-220-1830. There is a 
limited number of freshly made cakes available, order 
yours today! Pick-up dates are Saturday, February 18 and 
Sunday, February 19. Pick up locations are Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, St. John’s, or St. Aloysius. 



 

 

PERPETUAL ADORATION Did you know our very own     
Immaculate Heart of Mary offers you the opportunity to    
participate in Perpetual Adoration?  Some may ask “What 
is Perpetual Adoration?” Perpetual Adoration is a   
Eucharistic devotion whereby members unite in the 
adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament with the 
goal of adoring The Blessed Sacrament perpetually (24 
hours a day).  If you are interested, please call our 
adoration coordinator, Jeff Harmon, at 240-538-5017 or 
email adoration@ihmrcc.org for more information.   

To sign up for Formed, the premier 
site to access Catholic Media 
online, go to www.formed.org and 

press “sign up” and then “sign up as a parishioner”. Type in 
the ZIP code of the parish “20653”, follow the directions to 
create an account, and then enjoy!  

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCTUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

If you or someone you know is interested in 
becoming Catholic or you know a Catholic 
desiring to learn more about the faith, 
please contact Tess Crowe via email at 

rcia@ihmrcc.org or contact the office at 301-863-8144 to 
register.  

CATHOLIC MOTHERS GROUP St. Aloysius in Leonardtown 
has started a Catholic Moms Group! Join us on the 2nd 
Wednesday at 7 pm in the Church Hall. This is a great 
opportunity to form solid friendships with fellow moms, go 
deeper into your faith life, and be reminded of the 
incredible role you play in this world. We welcome moms 
of all ages and stages. Email 
StAloysiusMoms@CatholicMomsGroup.com to RSVP. 
Childcare is not provided. 

DO YOU FEEL ALONE IN YOUR MARRIAGE? Are you 
frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue, or have 
you just stopped talking to each other? Retrouvaille has 
helped tens of thousands of couples struggling in their 
marriage. For confidential information or to register for the 
upcoming program beginning with a weekend on January 
20th, please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call (443) 
400-7017, or email us at: 3015@HelpOurMarriage.org. 

CATHOLIC TEEN SUMMER CAMP High school teens from 
St. Mary's County are going to Lifeteen's Covecrest from 
July 30 to August 5, 2023! Camp Covecrest is a Catholic 
summer camp in Georgia where parish youth groups from 
all over the country come together to experience summer 
camp at its best. Teens are given the opportunity to dive 
deeply into their Catholic faith and strengthen their 
relationship with Christ while having unforgettable 
experiences. For details and local registration, go 
to https://www.saintaloysiuschurch.org/camp. 

WOMEN'S NIGHT OF RECOLLECTION On Tuesday, January 
10th at 7 pm at St. Cecilia's Church in St. Mary’s City. You 
are invited to step away for some quiet time of reflection 
and prayer. Two talks will be given, "Our Heart's Epiphany” 
and “20+C+M+B+23" by Fr. Larry Swink and a visiting 
priest. Epiphany is an invitation to anyone and everyone 
around the world to follow Christ.  Bring a friend! The new 
format includes Adoration, 2 talks, Confessions starting at 
6 pm,  and Eucharistic Benediction. 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP The Shrine of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament at in Northwest Washington, DC will offer 
a virtual eight-week bereavement support group series for 
adults who have experienced the death of a parent, 
spouse, child, sibling or significant other. The Winter series 
will begin Tuesday, February 28 and continue for eight 
consecutive Tuesdays through April 18 from 7 pm to 8:30 
pm. Meetings are virtual using zoom technology. There is 
no fee, but registration is required. For more information 
contact Jim Hoffman at hoffmanlpc@gmail.com or call cell 
at (202) 577 – 2213.   

BEING HUMAN St. Mary’s Ryken in Leonardtown is 
sponsoring an adult education course. Each of us has some 
deep experience with being human, but what does that 
actually mean? Could you explain what distinguishes us 
from other animals? What if you had to give an account of 
what a human being is, or what a human being does, could 
you> This course will be a modest attempt to provide some 
answers to these questions. These answers may not be 
definitive, but they will delineate a particular shape for 
what being human is. In focusing on the ways meaning 
informs all aspects of being human, we will point towards a 
more fully human life as the key to outrageous happiness 
and fulfillment. The course begins Wednesday, January 25 
and runs on Wednesdays until March 22nd. The cost is 
$95, which includes all texts and reading materials. For 
more information or with any questions, please contact 
John Olon at jolon@smrhs.org.  



 


