
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
At popular music concerts and comedy 
clubs, they often have an opening act 
before the main event. Lesser-known or 
up-and-coming celebrities are used to get 
the crowd in the mood and ready for the 
moment when the main event comes on 

stage. 
 
 In an imperfectly analogous way, John the Baptist 
performs this role in the drama of our salvation. His task 
was to prepare the people for the coming of the Messiah, 
that great moment when God would fulfill his covenant 
with Israel. From the beginning of John’s Gospel, the 
Baptist plays a central role in revealing Jesus as both the 
Word of God and the Messiah.  
 
 As we encounter John today, he is entering the 
climax of his mission: Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world, he says. This is not just someone 
talking about the Messiah, this is a public, well-known 
figure confirming all that he has been saying up to this 
point: He is the one about whom I have been speaking. 
John sees with his eyes, and with his spirit, to know this 
truth. His declaration is meant for all to hear, and heed. 
 
 Where does John’s authority come from? From his 
own role as the one who will “open the floor” for the main 
actor, according to God’s divine design; but also from what 
he himself has seen: I did not know him [Jesus] but the one 
who sent me … told me that “I would see the Spirit come 
down and remain upon the one who would baptize with 
the Holy Spirit, and this I did see.” This foresight, this 
insight, gives him the authority to proclaim this truth. And 
without fear he tells all who hear, now I have seen and 
testified that he is the Son of God. 
 
 Only that which comes from God can be 
proclaimed as truth, and John had the knowledge from 
God even before birth – leaping as he did in Elizabeth’s 
womb at the sound of Mary’s voice, Mary the mother of 
[our] Lord. He was destined to be the one who would come 
on stage first, as it were, gaining the attention not for 
himself but in order to point to the main act to come. 
 
 As John did, so can we. Although we are not on 
that original stage, we are the ones who continue telling 
the story and continue pointing to the One whose life, 
death, and resurrection has transformed the world.  
 
 Jesus Christ who is the real story and it is only in a 
personal, intimate knowledge of Christ, found in the life of 

MASS WITH HEALING PRAYERS This month’s Mass with 
Healing Prayers is at 7 pm on Monday, January 23rd. After 
Mass, we will have Eucharistic Adoration and prayers for 
healing with laying on of hands. Confessions begin at 6:30 
pm and continue as long as there are penitents.  

an active faith, that we truly experience God’s presence. As 
John the Baptist tells us later: He must increase, I must 
decrease. For John knows he must ultimately leave the 
stage and allow Jesus to take his rightful place. May our 
hearts be open to this great act of God’s loving presence in 
our lives.  
 
Yours in Christ Jesus, 
Fr. Marco 

ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS FEBRUARY 11 
This year Bishop Roy E. Campbell will celebrate the Annual 
Wedding Anniversary Mass to Celebrate the Vocation of 
Marriage on Saturday, February 11 at 10 am at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in DC. 
This celebration is to highlight the witness to the Catholic 
vocation of marriage and the beauty of God’s plan for 
married life. Couples must register with the parish office to 
attend the Mass and/or receive a certificate from Cardinal 
Wilton Gregory in honor of their anniversary year by 
Friday, January 20th.  

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE Sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus St. Mary’s Council #1470 on Saturday, January 
28 from 9 am to 2 pm at Knights Hall, 41605 Fenwick St., 
Leonardtown, MD 20650. To sign up, go to 
www.redcrossblood.org, then insert KOC1470 into the box 
’Find a Drive’ in the upper right corner. Alternatively, you 
can call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767). After 
registering for your donation appointment, use Rapid Pass 
the day of the drive to fast track your donation check in. If 
you would like to learn more, go to 
www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass. 

NEW SEASON, NEW MUSIC This week, we enter the 
season of Ordinary (Ordinal, or counted) Time. To mark the 
change in season, we will be returning to the Mass of 
Christ the Savior for the service music. It begins with #185 
in the Journey Songs book. We will be using this for just a 
very short time, until Ash Wednesday on February 22nd, 
when we will again be using the Chant Mass. 



 

 
 
 

January 16 — January 22 
 

Monday  Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/ 
 Mk 2:18-22  
9:00 am  Rev. Michael Dolan (L) 
   

Tuesday Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 and 10c/ 
 Mk 2:23-28  
5:30 pm Mark Breslin (D) 
 

Wednesday Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/ 
 Mk 3:1-6  
9:00 am    Rev. Ted Hegnauer (L) 
 

Thursday Heb 7:25-8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17/ 
 Mk 3:7-12  
5:30 pm Jay Nam (D) 
 

Friday Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11-12, 13-14/ 
 Mk 3:13-19  
9:00 am Martha Worrell (L) 
 

Saturday Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9/ 
 Mk 3:20-21  
9:00 am Hannah Marie Thompson (L) 
4:00 pm Kim Garcia (L) 
   

Sunday Is 8:23-9:3/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/1 Cor 1:10-13, 
 17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17  
8:30 am Rev. Larry Swink (L) 
11:15 am  Francis Fenwick (D) 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners  

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Helen Daye, Kathleen Floyd, Mary Oliver, 
Judith Ann Allgood, Vince Guerin, Jane Kenyon, Linda F. 
Gieser, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty LePore, Bill Wagoner,   
Joseph Hugh Weiland, Rylee Corliss, Rose Marie Weiland, 
Alan Stapanon, Ruby Garcia, Mia Garcia, Matthew Riddell, 
Marie C. Williams, Kaylee Klier, David Kalil, Wanda Slate, 
Enedina Melendez, Hector Perez, Josephine, Glenn 
Thompson III, John Worrell, Tim Brosnihan, Jim Makin, 
Carmen Colby, Tracey Herrera, Gary Green, Grace 
Miedzinski, Bruce Riddell, Katelyn Corliss, Robert Weaver, 
Linda Jones, Devlin Rich 
 

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY 
We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching 
fraternity rather than competition and helping the youngest 

and most vulnerable above all.  

Events Calendar  January 16 — January 22 
 
Mon: All Day  Parish Office Closed 
Sun: 4 pm to 6 pm Youth Group at Ryken 

MASS INTENTIONS may be requested at the parish office 
during regular office hours (M—F, 8 am—4 pm) in person 
or by phone (301-863-8144 x11), or by e-mailing 
julian@ihmrcc.org. Your desired date may not be available. 
We now have the ability to accept Mass intention stipends 
online (but only after the date has been accepted by the 
office). 

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10 am prior to the 
Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to editing.  

MASS IN THE PARKING LOT As a reminder, during IHM’s 
weekend Masses we have in-parking lot options available. 
While parked at IHM, if you tune to 99.7 FM you can hear 
the Mass broadcast live. If you park in the second, smaller 
parking lot, we will bring out Communion at the 
appropriate time if you have your hazard lights on.   

KING CAKES FOR LIFE The American Heritage Girls are 
selling king cakes for life. What is a king cake? A king cake 
is a cross between a coffee cake and a French pastry that is 
decorated in the colors of green, purple and gold with a 
plastic baby hidden inside. It is served on Mardi Gras (Day 
before Ash Wednesday) 100% of the proceeds go to the 
CareNet Pregnancy Center. Each cake is $40. To order, 
please contact Debbie Cress at 540-220-1830. There is a 
limited number of freshly made cakes available, order 
yours today! Pick-up dates are Saturday, February 18 and 
Sunday, February 19. Pick up locations are Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, St. John’s, or St. Aloysius. 

MEN'S NIGHT OF RECOLLECTION  On Tuesday, January 24 
at 7 pm at St. Cecilia’s in St. Mary’s City. This month's talk 
is "In Remembrance of a Great Man - Pope Benedict XVI,"  
given by Fr. Larry Swink and visiting priest. In Pope 
Benedict XVI's first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, he teaches 
us that the heart of Christianity is: God is love. What does 
this love look like? This month's format includes 2 Talks, 
Adoration and Confession. If you have any questions about 
this, please feel free to contact me at 240-925-2157 or 
email at damerons7@md.metrocast.net. 



 

PERPETUAL ADORATION Did you know our very own     
Immaculate Heart of Mary offers you the opportunity to    
participate in Perpetual Adoration?  Some may ask “What 
is Perpetual Adoration?” Perpetual Adoration is a   
Eucharistic devotion whereby members unite in the 
adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament with the 
goal of adoring The Blessed Sacrament perpetually (24 
hours a day).  If you are interested, please call our 
adoration coordinator, Jeff Harmon, at 240-538-5017 or 
email adoration@ihmrcc.org for more information.   

GARDEN AND GROUNDS MINISTRY We have various 
projects around the church that need to be completed. 
Any adult or child would be welcome. If you want to 
volunteer, please contact Martha Davie by  phone or text 
at 240-434-3510. Thank you!  

To sign up for Formed, the premier 
site to access Catholic Media 
online, go to www.formed.org and 

press “sign up” and then “sign up as a parishioner”. Type in 
the ZIP code of the parish “20653”, follow the directions to 
create an account, and then enjoy!  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OF IHM Our food pantry 
provides food to those who need assistance. We'd 
like to have you help us bag groceries from the 
food in our food pantry  for our clients, or to pick 

up food from grocery stores in our area that donate to us. 
We do this throughout the week, excluding weekends. We 
have meetings just once a month.  If you'd like to volunteer 
in our food pantry, please call 301-863-8193 on Mondays, 
Wednesdays or Fridays from 8:30 to 11:30 am, which is 
when the pantry is open. Leave your name and number 
and we will work to get you started as soon as you'd like. 

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCTUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

If you or someone you know is interested in 
becoming Catholic or you know a Catholic 
desiring to learn more about the faith, 
please contact Tess Crowe via email at 

rcia@ihmrcc.org or contact the office at 301-863-8144 to 
register.  

KofC PANCAKE BREAKFAST The next Knights of Columbus 
Pancake Breakfast is Sunday, January 22nd from 9 am until 
12 pm. $10 suggested donation to support Christmas in 
April.    

DO YOU FEEL ALONE IN YOUR MARRIAGE? Are you 
frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue, or have 
you just stopped talking to each other? Retrouvaille has 
helped tens of thousands of couples struggling in their 
marriage. For confidential information or to register for the 
upcoming program beginning with a weekend on January 
20th, please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call (443) 
400-7017, or email us at: 3015@HelpOurMarriage.org. 

CATHOLIC TEEN SUMMER CAMP High school teens from 
St. Mary's County are going to Lifeteen's Covecrest from 
July 30 to August 5, 2023! Camp Covecrest is a Catholic 
summer camp in Georgia where parish youth groups from 
all over the country come together to experience summer 
camp at its best. Teens are given the opportunity to dive 
deeply into their Catholic faith and strengthen their 
relationship with Christ while having unforgettable 
experiences. For details and local registration, go 
to https://www.saintaloysiuschurch.org/camp. 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP The Shrine of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament at in Northwest Washington, DC will offer 
a virtual eight-week bereavement support group series for 
adults who have experienced the death of a parent, 
spouse, child, sibling or significant other. The Winter series 
will begin Tuesday, February 28 and continue for eight 
consecutive Tuesdays through April 18 from 7 pm to 8:30 
pm. Meetings are virtual using zoom technology. There is 
no fee, but registration is required. For more information 
contact Jim Hoffman at hoffmanlpc@gmail.com or call cell 
at (202) 577 – 2213.   

BEING HUMAN St. Mary’s Ryken High School in 
Leonardtown is sponsoring an adult education course. Each 
of us has some deep experience with being human, but 
what does that actually mean? Could you explain what 
distinguishes us from other animals? What if you had to 
give an account of what a human being is, or what a 
human being does, could you? This course will be a modest 
attempt to provide some answers to these questions. 
These answers may not be definitive, but they will 
delineate a particular shape for what being human is. In 
focusing on the ways meaning informs all aspects of being 
human, we will point towards a more fully human life as 
the key to outrageous happiness and fulfillment. The 
course begins Wednesday, January 25 and runs on 
Wednesdays until March 22nd. The cost is $95, which 
includes all texts and reading materials. For more 
information or with any questions, please contact John 
Olon at jolon@smrhs.org.  



 


