
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Do you remember the first time your 
parents handed you the keys to their car? 
What a big responsibility they were 
entrusting you with! Or perhaps a 
neighbor handed you the keys to their 
house, trusting you to look after their 

cherished pet while they were away? Some of us may have 
a key to a safe or lockbox, containing important 
documents. 

 Keys can symbolize many things: responsibility, 
trust, safekeeping, and the guarding of important or 
valuable items. They also symbolize authority. In ancient 
times, carrying the keys to the palace meant a person was 
the official representative of the king. The king himself 
trusted the keeper of the keys (whose position was similar 
to a prime minister).  

 When the Lord gives Eliakim the keys of the 
palace, he is giving him complete authority to make 
decisions. The Lord, as the true king, can give this position 
to whomever he pleases. The Lord says of Eliakim: He shall 
be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the 
house of Judah, and that when he opens, no one shall shut, 
when he shuts, no one shall open. 

 These have clear parallels to the papacy and to 
today’s Gospel. We heard Matthew describe Jesus giving 
Peter the keys to the kingdom. We recognize this as Jesus 
making Peter the first pope. Just as the holder of the 
palace keys could act with the authority of the king, the 
pope acts as the vicar of Christ. 

 Another parallel is that we call the pope the “Holy 
Father,” for he is a spiritual father to us all. Peter’s papal 
lineage continues as well, with more than 260 popes over 
2,000 years. 

 The Church that Jesus established here on earth is 
infinitely more valuable than a car, a house, or social 
security card. He knew that the Church would need 
supernatural help, so the gates of the netherworld shall 
not prevail.  

 Evidence of that supernatural help comes from 
Peter’s declaration. Jesus asks who others say that he is, 
and his disciples answer that some say he is John the 
Baptist, Elijah, or another prophet. But Peter announces 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus 
responds that it was the Father who revealed this to Peter. 
Surely God’s help would continue to help Peter with the 
immense responsibility of being Christ’s vicar on earth.  

 We can trust that God will always give us guidance 
through the Church and through the Holy Father. Jesus is 
the king and he has established a keeper of the keys in 

IT SHOULDN’T HURT AT HOME The Catholic community 
cares about families experiencing violence and unhealthy 
relationships. Visit www.CatholicsforFamilyPeace.org to 
learn more about this issue, how to help, who to call, and 
the rich Catholic teaching that supports survivors. If you 
need help now, contact the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline, 800‐799‐7233 (24 hours); 800‐787‐3224 (TTY); 
www.ndvh.org to find assistance near you. 

Hello everyone!  RCIA season 
is right around the corner and 
we need your help in order to 

make it a successful program!  We have begun to expand 
the program this year to include smaller teams that work 
together toward the larger goal of guiding people on their 
journey of faith.  Some of the RCIA teams in need of your 
assistance are Sponsors, Hospitality, Mass Mentors, 
Assistants and Catechists.  

If you or someone you know would be interested in 
ensuring an awesome RCIA program, please feel free to 
contact Damaritza Ortiz, Father Marco or the parish office 
(301-863-8144).  

Peter and those who have followed in apostolic succession. 
We can trust that the gates of hell will never overcome the 
Church, or our king.  

  

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Fr. Marco 

GRIEVING WITH GREAT HOPE In the Fall, St. Aloysius in 
Leonardtown is hosting "Grieving with Great Hope,"  a 5-
week, small group workshop for those mourning the loss of 
a loved one. The date and time of the workshop is to be 
determined, but please either sign up in their church 
vestibule or contact Jennifer Bicknell at (301-475-8064, ext. 
11) or jbicknell@saintaloysiuschurch.org if you are 
interested in joining.  

DIVORCECARE Divorce is one of the most painful 
experiences you can face.  You don't have to go through it 
alone. DivorceCare offers support, answers, and practical 
tools to help you manage the many stresses of separation 
and divorce and find healing. DivorceCare is a 13-week 
support group that helps you heal from the pain of 
separation or divorce. Each meeting includes a short video 
seminar each week and a confidential small group 
discussion.  Meetings are Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
beginning September 28. To register, or for more 
information, please email atthewell@ihmrcc.org. 



 

 
 
 

August 28 — September 3 
 

Monday  1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 
 9b/Mt 23:13-22  
9:00 am  Dornin Wong (S) 
   

Tuesday 1 Thes 2:1-8/Ps 139:1-3, 4-6/ 
 Mk 6:17-29  
5:30 pm  Walter Thomas Brown (D) 
 

Wednesday 1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab/ 
 Mt 23:27-32  
9:00 am    Diane Patricio McCombs (D) 
 

Thursday 1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17/ 
 Mt 24:42-51  
5:30 pm Joseph Edward Stepanon (D) 
 

Friday 1 Thes 4:1-8/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12/ 
 Mt 25:1-13  
9:00 am Bonita and Bob Marin (D) 
5:30 pm Corinne Geraty (D) 
 

Saturday 1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/ 
 Mt 25:14-30  
9:00 am Delores McGill (D) 
4:00 pm Jim Brown (D)  

  

Sunday Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Rom 12:1-2/
 Mt 16:21-27  
8:30 am John Stesses (D) 
11:15 am  Dcn. Ronnie Chavez (L) 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners 

Follow us on  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

THE SICK  
THAT THEY MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Kathleen Floyd, Mary Oliver, Jane Kenyon, 
Linda F. Gieser, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty LePore, Joseph, 
Rylee Corliss, Alan Stapanon, Ruby Garcia, Mia Garcia, 
Matthew Riddell, Marie C. Williams, Kaylee Klier, Wanda 
Slater, Enedina Melendez, Hector Perez, Josephine, Glenn 
Thompson III, John Worrell, Jim Makin, Carmen Colby, 
Gary Green, Grace Miedzinski, Bruce Riddell, Katelyn 
Corliss, Robert Weaver, Devlin Rich, Ana Gates, Dennis 
Berg, Alejandra Spargo, Lisa and Paul Crowe, Adele Bavani, 
Violette Ghalbouny, Helen Pearson, John Flynn, Linda 
Miedzinski, Damaritza Ortiz, Michael Briscoe, Patricia A. 
Louis 
 

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR AUGUST 
We pray the World Youth Day in Lisbon will help young 
people to live and witness the Gospel in their own lives.  

Events Calendar  August 28 — September 3  
 
Wed: 10 am  Bible Study w/ Fr. Taylor 
Thurs: 6 pm-7:30 pm IHM Men’s Group 

MASS INTENTIONS may be requested at the parish office 
during regular office hours (M—F, 8 am—4 pm) in person 
or by phone (301-863-8144 x11), or by e-mailing 
julian@ihmrcc.org. Your desired date may not be available. 
We now have the ability to accept Mass intention stipends 
online (but only after the date has been accepted by the 
office). 

FIRST FRIDAY AND FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS The next 
First Friday Mass is September 1. We will have Mass at 9 
am and 5:30 pm. First Saturday Mass is at 9 am on 
Saturday, September 2. All three Masses will be followed 
by confessions and Eucharistic Exposition. 

To sign up for Formed, the premier 
site to access Catholic Media 
online, go to www.formed.org and 

press “sign up” and then “sign up as a parishioner”. Type in 
the ZIP code of the parish “20653”, follow the directions to 
create an account, and then enjoy!  

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION for the 
2023-2024 school year will be available after all Sunday 
Masses until Sunday,  August 27. Both new and returning 
students must register! This includes Catholic School 
students in 2nd and 8th grade preparing for 1st 
Communion or Confirmation.  

CRAFT FAIR AT IHM Immaculate Heart of Mary will be 
hosting a craft/vendor fair on Saturday, September 30. If 
you would like to rent a space or have any questions please 
contact Martha Worrell at craftfair@IHMRCC.org. Sign up 
and payment is available online at fairvendor.ihmrcc.org. 

SIGHT AND SOUND THEATER St. Joseph’s Women’s Group 
in Pomfret, MD  is sponsoring a Bus Trip to Sight & Sound 
Theater in Lancaster, PA. The play is the “Miracle of 
Christmas” and the trip takes place on December 6. The 
cost is $140 and the bus boards at 7 am from St. Joseph’s.  
Join us for an awe inspiring Christmas show! For details or 
for details, call or text Georgana Navarro, 301-643-0948. 



 

The Maryland Knights of Columbus 
54th Annual Incentive Raffle benefit is 
underway! Monies raised will benefit 
the state’s charity and scholarship 
programs as well as the charities and 
programs of IHM’s Knights of 
Columbus Council #9968. Raffle tickets 

are available in the foyer after Mass until Sunday, 
September 17. 

LOYOLA ON THE POTOMAC, A Jesuit Retreat House in 
Faulkner, MD is open for various retreat weekends, for 
both men and women. Directed and Private Retreats are 
also available. See our complete Retreat Schedule at: 
www.loyolaonthepotomac.com,  (301) 392-0800. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10 am prior to the 
Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to editing.  

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCTUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

CATECHISTS NEEDED The Faith Formation office is in need 
of catechists (teachers of the faith) for both the Children's 
Faith Formation and for the RCIA Teens and Adults. If you 
have a desire to teach the next generation of Catholics or 
just want to learn more about this calling, please contact 
Damaritza Ortiz at 301-863-8793 or cff@ihmrcc.org.  

TEACHING POSITION AVAILABLE—ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL in Bryantown, MD is seeking a Part Time Science 
Teacher for grades 6-8.  This position could be full-time, if 
needed, by also facilitating STEM classes for grades 3-5. 
This teacher will follow the Archdiocese of Washington 
Academic Standards for each grade level.  For more 
information, please contact Catherine Silverstone, 
Principal, at silverstone@bryantown.org, or 301-932-
6883.   

RCIA CATECHISTS NEEDED! 
We are each called to be 
Missionary Disciples. You 

don’t have to go on a mission half-way around the world! 
Grow where you are planted right here at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church. The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) ministry is in need of team members for 
various positions: 

Catechist for Children age 7-12 
Catechist for Teens age 13-17 
Catechist For Adults 
Prayer Team members 
Hospitality 
Sponsor/Godparent 

 

Please contact Damaritza Ortiz in the Faith Formation 
Office at (301) 863-8793 to begin this adventure! 

Little Flower School is looking for a part-
time PreK-3 Aide and After Care 
Teacher.  This position is 25 hours per 
week (12:30-5:30pm Monday-
Friday).  Please contact Ms. Keeton at 
ckeeton@littleflowercatholic.org  if 
interested. 

Little Flower School is partnering with Weis Markets in its 
annual Weis 4 School program. By participating in this 
program, we can earn money for our school by simply 
shopping. When you shop at Weis, scan the bar code 
above to register your Weis Rewards card or register 
online at weis4school.com. Our school ID is 86285.  Once 
you register, you’re in the program and you do not need to 
register again this school year. Please share this bar code 
with your friends and family. The more interest and 
enthusiasm we generate, the greater the benefits to our 
school. Thank you for your support - last year we received 
over $2,000 through this program! 

LFS is also part of Harris Teeter’s Together in Education 
program to help raise funds for our school. You can select 
”Little Flower School Great Mills” in your Harris Teeter app 
or give the cashier our code - 5903, when you check out, 
and your card will be linked for this entire school year. You 
do have to link your VIC card once each school year, so if 
you have done it in the past, please make sure to re-link it 
again for this year. Once your card is linked, LFS will receive 
a percentage of your Harris Teeter brand purchases.  Thank 
you! 

Little Flower School's 8th Annual Patriot Day 5K is coming 
up Saturday, September 9! Register today 
at www.patriotday5k.org.  This annual event is held on the 
Saturday preceding Patriot Day, September 11, to honor 
our local “patriots” to include military, firefighters, police 
officers, and emergency medical technicians. Participants 
can run or walk the 5K, and children 10 & under are invited 
to participate in our 1-mile Kids’ Run on the school 
grounds. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: LEAD COOK Camp Maria 
Retreat Center, a ministry of the Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth, is currently conducting an employment search 
for a full-time head cook/food service manager. Located 
alongside the beautiful Breton Bay in Leonardtown, MD, 
Camp Maria Retreat Center hosts groups year round. For 
more details and information regarding this position, 
please call 301-475-8330 or visit the website at 
campmaria.org 



 


