
 

Excerpt from Pope Francis' Message for the 
World Day of Peace (January 1, 2024) 

[To] God’s People… and all the men and 
women of our time, 

We rightly rejoice and give thanks for the 
impressive achievements of science and 

technology, as a result of which countless ills that formerly 
plagued human life and caused great suffering have been 
remedied. At the same time, techno-scientific advances, by 
making it possible to exercise hitherto unprecedented 
control over reality, are placing in human hands a vast 
array of options, including some that may pose a risk to 
our survival and endanger our common home… 

 In the future, the reliability of an applicant for a 
mortgage, the suitability of an individual for a job, the 
possibility of recidivism on the part of a convicted person, 
or the right to receive political asylum or social assistance 
could be determined by artificial intelligence systems. The 
lack of different levels of mediation that these systems 
introduce is particularly exposed to forms of bias and 
discrimination: systemic errors can easily multiply, 
producing not only injustices in individual cases but also, 
due to the domino effect, real forms of social inequality. 

 At times too, forms of artificial intelligence seem 
capable of influencing individuals’ decisions by operating 
through pre-determined options associated with stimuli 
and dissuasions, or by operating through a system of 
regulating people’s choices based on information design. 
These forms of manipulation or social control require 
careful attention and oversight, and imply a clear legal 
responsibility on the part of their producers, their 
deployers, and government authorities. 

 Reliance on automatic processes that categorize 
individuals, for instance, by the pervasive use of 
surveillance or the adoption of social credit systems, could 
likewise have profound repercussions on the social fabric 
by establishing a ranking among citizens. These artificial 
processes of categorization could lead also to power 
conflicts, since they concern not only virtual users but real 
people. Fundamental respect for human dignity demands 
that we refuse to allow the uniqueness of the person to be 
identified with a set of data. Algorithms must not be 
allowed to determine how we understand human rights, 
to set aside the essential human values of compassion, 
mercy and forgiveness, or to eliminate the possibility of an 
individual changing and leaving his or her past behind… 

 On a more positive note, if artificial intelligence 
were used to promote integral human development, it 
could introduce important innovations in agriculture, 
education and culture, an improved level of life for entire 
nations and peoples, and the growth of human fraternity 

MASS INTENTIONS may be requested at the parish office 
during regular office hours (M—F, 8 am—4 pm) in person 
or by phone (301-863-8144 x11), or by e-mailing 
julian@ihmrcc.org. Your desired date may not be available. 
We now have the ability to accept Mass intention stipends 
online (but only after the date has been accepted by the 
office). 

and social friendship. In the end, the way we use it to 
include the least of our brothers and sisters, the vulnerable 
and those most in need, will be the true measure of our 
humanity. 

 An authentically humane outlook and the desire 
for a better future for our world surely indicates the need 
for a cross-disciplinary dialogue aimed at an ethical 
development of algorithms – an algor-ethics – in which 
values will shape the directions taken by new 
technologies. Ethical considerations should also be taken 
into account from the very beginning of research, and 
continue through the phases of experimentation, design, 
production, distribution and marketing. This is the 
approach of ethics by design, and it is one in which 
educational institutions and decision-makers have an 
essential role to play… 

 Education in the use of forms of artificial 
intelligence should aim above all at promoting critical 
thinking. Users of all ages, but especially the young, need 
to develop a discerning approach to the use of data and 
content collected on the web or produced by artificial 
intelligence systems. Schools, universities and scientific 
societies are challenged to help students and professionals 
to grasp the social and ethical aspects of the development 
and uses of technology… 

 It is my prayer at the start of the New Year that 
the rapid development of forms of artificial intelligence will 
not increase cases of inequality and injustice all too 
present in today’s world, but will help put an end to wars 
and conflicts, and alleviate many forms of suffering that 
afflict our human family. May Christian believers, followers 
of various religions and men and women of good will work 
together in harmony to embrace the opportunities and 
confront the challenges posed by the digital revolution and 
thus hand on to future generations a world of greater 
solidarity, justice and peace. 

 

Francis 

 

Full text at https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
messages/peace/documents/20231208-messaggio-
57giornatamondiale-pace2024.html 



 

Follow us on  

To sign up for Formed, the premier 
site to access Catholic Media 
online, go to www.formed.org and 

press “sign up” and then enter the ZIP code of the parish 
“20653”, follow the directions to create an account, and 
then enjoy!  

FIRST TUESDAY COFFEE The next First 
Tuesday Coffee will be held on Tuesday, 
January 2 from 9 until 11 am in the Parish 
Hall. Please bring a friend and a non-
perishable food item for the Food Pantry. 

SECOND COLLECTION next weekend is for the Building and 
Maintenance Fund. Please be generous in support for this 
collection!  

 
 
 

December 25 — December 31 
 

Monday  Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6/ 
 Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18  
10:00 am  All IHM Parishioners 
5:30 pm All IHM Parishioners 
   

Tuesday Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 
 16bc and 1/Mt 10:17-22  
5:30 pm  John William Mountjoy, Jr. (D) 
 

Wednesday 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/ 
  Jn 20:1a and 2-8  
9:00 am    Madeline Elizabeth Bassett (D) 
 

Thursday 1 Jn 1:5-2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8/ 
 Mt 2:13-18  
5:30 pm Rosan Lara (D) 
 

Friday 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/ 
 Lk 2:22-35  
9:00 am William McDowell (D) 
5:30 pm Estelle Thomas (D) 
 

Saturday 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10/ 
 Lk 2:36-40  
9:00 am Joseph Barnes (D) 
4:00 pm Rhea Cosgrove (D) 
 

Sunday Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13/ 
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12  
8:30 am Michael J. Stapanon (D) 
11:15 am All IHM Parishioners 
1:00 pm Rev. Marco Schad (L) 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

THAT THE SICK 
MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Kathleen Floyd, Jane Kenyon, 
Linda F. Gieser, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty LePore, Joseph, 
Rylee Corliss, Alan Stapanon, Ruby Garcia, Mia Garcia, 
Matthew Riddell, Marie C. Williams, Kaylee Klier, Wanda 
Slater, Enedina Melendez, Hector Perez, Josephine, Glenn 
Thompson III, John Worrell, Jim Makin, Carmen Colby, 
Gary Green, Grace Miedzinski, Bruce Riddell, Katelyn 
Corliss, Robert Weaver, Devlin Rich, Ana Gates, Dennis 
Berg, Alejandra Spargo, Lisa and Paul Crowe, Adele Bavani, 
Violette Ghalbouny, Helen Pearson, John Flynn, Michael 
Briscoe, Patricia A. Louis, Susan Marie Hollis, Norma Jean 
Jubeck, Melva Coates, Frances Roof, Jayne C., Dcn. Barnes, 
Claude Clark, Coleen Corliss, Katie Beuchert 
 

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY 
 

We pray that the Holy Spirit may help us to recognize the 
gift of different charisms within the Christian community 
and to discover the richness of different traditions and 
rituals in the Catholic Church.  

WARM NIGHTS Great News! Immaculate Heart of Mary 
will once again be hosting the WARM Nights guests from 
the evening of January 14 through the morning of January 
21. We are in need of monitors for three shifts through the 
night and a hot breakfast and dinner each day. Please 
prayerfully consider volunteering to serve the homeless of 
St. Mary’s County. If you would like additional information 
or want to sign up, contact Marcie McLaughlin at (240) 298
-1462. 

PILGRIMAGE TO GREECE AND EPHESUS Join Fr. Harry 
Stokes and Fr. Ray Schmidt as they lead us in the Footsteps 
of St. Paul.  We will tour many holy sites in Greece and 
then set sail on a 4-day cruise to visit several Greek islands 
and the Blessed Virgin’s home in Ephesus.  September 27 – 
October 7, 2024.  $4,811.00.  For more information contact 
Margaret at stjoepa@comcast.net , or to register visit 
https://sq408nio.paperform.co. 

COME HOLY SPIRIT! COME! New Wednesday Morning 
Bible study begins January 14 for seven consecutive 
meetings until February 28. Come join us as we return to 
The Wild Goose: Discovering a Deeper Relationship with 
the Holy Spirit, a study by Fr. Dave Pivanka, TOR. Learn 
about the gifts of the Holy Spirit and how important a role 
the Holy Spirit has in our lives. Each class will be held in the 
IHM large classroom on Wednesdays from 10 am to 11:30 
am. All are welcome. If interested, please call Nancy 
Baysinger at 240-298-4713 soon so that materials may be 
ordered in time. 



 

EVENTS CALENDAR  January 1 — January 7 
Mon: All Day  Office Closed 
 10:00 am Mass for Mary, Mother of God 
 5:30 pm  Mass for Mary, Mother of God 
Tues: 9:00 am  First Tuesday Coffee 
Fri: 9:00 am  First Friday Mass/Adoration 
 5:30 pm  First Friday Mass/Adoration 
Sat: 9:00 am  First Saturday Mass/Adoration 

FIRST FRIDAY AND FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS The next 
First Friday Mass is January 5. We will have Mass at 9 am 
and 5:30 pm. First Saturday Mass is at 9 am on Saturday, 
January 6. All three Masses will be followed by confessions 
and Eucharistic Exposition. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED On Monday, January 1st. Happy 
New Year! 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS This year Bishop Evelio 
Menjivar-Ayala will celebrate the Annual Wedding 
Anniversary Mass to honor the Vocation of Marriage on 
Saturday, February 10, 2024, 10 am at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. This Annual 
Mass is a celebration of the living vocation of all couples 
who provide a Catholic witness to the beauty of the 
Sacrament of Matrimony. Couples must register with the 
parish office by January 27, 2024 to attend the Mass and/
or receive a certificate from Cardinal Wilton Gregory in 
honor of their anniversary year.  

NEWS FROM THE VATICAN Many of us have seen certain 
news recently coming from the Holy See (Vatican). While 
we promised last week to address it this week, Fr. Marco 
has been very ill (not believed to be contagious), 
recovering briefly enough for Sunday and Christmas and 
then falling sick again. He has not had time or clarity of 
mind to consider the topic properly. He hopes to be able to 
cover it next week. Again, the document from the Holy See 
is available at: 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/
pubblico/2023/12/18/0901/01963.html#en. 

BE A STRATEGIC GRANDPARENT WORKSHOP 
Grandparents can have a wonderfully positive effect on 
their grandchildren’s faith life.  Join us for a virtual 
workshop on 5 evenings: February 22 and 29, and March 7, 
14, and 21 from 7 pm to 8:30 pm to see how to be 
strategically successful in sharing your faith with your 
grandchildren. Call the Archdiocese of Washington Office 
of Family Life at 301-853-4499 for more information, or e-
mail signup@ihmrcc.org to receive the registration link (it's 
too long to include in the bulletin). You will receive an 
automated response with the link.  

THE ALTAR (from Sacred Signs by Fr. Romano Guardini, 
1927) 

 Many and various are the forces that actuate a 
human being. Man has the power to embrace the whole 
world of nature, its stars, mountains, seas and great rivers, 
its trees and animals, and the human world in which he 
finds himself, and by love and appreciation to draw it all 
into his own inner world. He has the power of love, the 
power also of hate and repulsion. He can oppose and 
repudiate his surroundings or refashion them after his own 
mind. Impulses of pleasure, desire, trust, love, calmness, 
excitement course through his heart in multitudinous 
waves. 

 But of all his powers, man possesses none nobler 
than his ability to recognize that there is a being higher 
than his own, and to bind himself to the honor of this 
Higher Being. Man has the power to know God, to worship 
him, and devote himself to him in order “that God may be 
glorified.” 

 But if the majesty of God is to illuminate him 
wholly, if he is so to adore the Divine Majesty as to free 
himself from his persistent self-seeking,—if he is to slip out 
of himself and go beyond himself and so attain to a 
worship of God that is for God's glory only,—then he must 
exert a still higher power. 

 In the still depths of man's being there is a region 
of calm light, and there he exercises the soul's deepest 
power, and sends up sacrifice to God. 

 The external representation of this region of 
central calm and strength is the altar. 

 The altar occupies the holiest spot in the church. 
The church has itself been set apart from the world of 
human work, and the altar is elevated above the rest of the 
church in a spot as remote and separate as the sanctuary 
of the soul. The solid base it is set on is like the human will 
that knows that God has instituted man for his worship 
and is determined to perform that worship faithfully. The 
table of the altar that rests upon this base stands open and 
accessible for the presentation of sacrifice. It is not in a 
dark recess where the actions may be dimly glimpsed, but 
uncurtained, unscreened, a level surface in plain sight, 
placed, as the heart's altar should be placed, open in the 
sight of God without proviso or reservation. 

 The two altars, the one without and the one 
within, belong inseparably together. The visible altar at the 
heart of the church is but the external representation of 
the altar at the center of the human breast, which is God's 
temple, of which the church with its walls and arches is but 
the expression and figure. 



 

PERPETUAL ADORATION Did you know our very own     
Immaculate Heart of Mary offers you the opportunity to    
participate in Perpetual Adoration?  Some may ask “What 
is Perpetual Adoration?” Perpetual Adoration is a   
Eucharistic devotion whereby members unite in the 
adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament with the 
goal of adoring The Blessed Sacrament perpetually (24 
hours a day).  If you are interested, please call our 
adoration coordinator, Jeff Harmon, at 240-538-5017 or 
email adoration@ihmrcc.org for more information.   

JOIN THE KNIGHTS! Got questions about 
the Knights of Columbus? Want to be a 
member?  Contact Grand Knight Craig 
Davie at 240-434-6810 or Membership 
Director Curt Winters at 240-434-1796. 

LOYOLA ON THE POTOMAC, a Jesuit Retreat House in 
Faulkner, MD is open for various retreat weekends, for 
both men and women. Directed and Private Retreats are 
also available. See our complete Retreat Schedule at: 
www.loyolaonthepotomac.com,  (301) 392-0800. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10 am prior to the 
Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to editing.  

MASS WITH HEALING PRAYERS This month’s Mass with 
Healing Prayers is at 7 pm on Monday, January 22. After 
Mass, we will have Eucharistic Adoration and prayers for 
healing with laying on of hands. Confessions begin at 6:00 
pm and continue as long as there are penitents.  

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCTUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING On Monday, January 8 starting 
at 7 pm in Room Phillip. All are invited to attend!  

IHM CRAFT GROUP Are you a crafter who enjoys making 
things with your hands? If so, you are invited to join us for 
a monthly craft gathering at IHM. This is a casual and 
relaxed group that meets to share ideas, skills, and 
friendship. We will meet in the large classroom every 
second Thursday of the month from 10 am to 12 pm, the 
next meeting is Thursday, January 11. You can bring any 
craft project you are working on or just come and see what 
others are making. This is a wonderful way to connect with 
other members of our church community and have some 
fun. If you have any questions, please call Pat DeCarlo at 
(240) 925-0021 or Anne Krech (301) 373-6106.  

IHM MOTHER’S GROUP We're considering a Mom's Club 
at IHM, for moms with children of all ages to connect, 
learn, and grow in faith together. If you're interested in 
learning more, contact Emily Yazawa at 
emily.m.yazawa@gmail.com. 

GRIEVING WITH GREAT HOPE A 5-week, small group 
workshop to help people grieving the loss of a loved one. 
The Workshop will be Sundays from 3 pm until 5 pm from 
January 7th to February 4th, 2024 at St. Aloysius in 
Leonardtown. For more information, please contact 
Jennifer  Bicknell at 301-475-8064, 
ext. 11 or  jbicknell@saintaloysiuschurch.org. You can sign 
up online at https://www.saintaloysiuschurch.org. 

THANK YOU CHURCH DECORATORS Pat DeCarlo and I 
(Linda Hidalgo) want to thank you for your continued 
service at IHM.  We know how much time, energy and love 
you put into several ministries here and it’s such a blessing 
to know we can rely on you. Thank you again to the 
following who helped decorate our church for the 
Christmas season:  Gregory Davie, Anne Gifford, Leslie 
Reintzell, Anne Krech, the Maucher family - Chris, Kim, 
Ashley, Sydney, Anna and Joseph, Lenny and Diane 
Mierzwa, Tony and Joyce Spadarella, Bill and Donna 
Waldron, Mark Kosewicz, Diana Fusco, Linda Bonney, Don 
Bewick, Millie and Eddie Torres, Dennis DeCarlo and 
Damaritza Ortiz and the Spanish community for setting up 
the beautiful Nativity.  Also, thank you Dennis and Pat for 
all the wonderful baked goods and Fr Marco for providing 
lunch. 

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE Sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus on Saturday, 27 January 27 from 9 am until 2 pm 
at Knights Hall (41605 Fenwick St., Leonardtown, MD 
20650). To donate, either sign up at 
WWW.REDCROSSBLOOD.ORG then insert KOC1470 into 
the box FIND A DRIVE in the upper right corner, or call 1-
800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767). After registering for 
your donation appointment, use Rapid Pass the DAY of the 
drive to fast track your donation "check in." Go to 
www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass to learn more. 



 

ALMOST IMMACULATE IHM THRIFT STORE is in 
need of help! Please stop by the store during 
operating hours to check out what we do. Then, if 
you want to help, please contact Deacon Mike at 

240-542-8369. We are located in the Kerr House (white 
building at the street entrance). The thrift store is open 
Fridays and Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm. Donations (no 
clothing) accepted during those hours. The thrift shop 
supports the food pantry and our local community, so stop 
by and see what you can do!  

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER Christ gave us a 
great gift of Himself on Christmas. He 
calls us to give of ourselves to everyone, 
especially our spouse. Attend a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekend and learn how to be the best gift you can be for 
your spouse. Sign up today to attend one of the upcoming 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends on Mar 1-3, 
2024 in College Park, MD and Oct 11-13, 2024 in College 
Park, MD. Early sign up is recommended. For more 
information visit our website at: https://
moments4marriage.org or contact us at 
applications@moments4marriage.org or 301-500-0871. 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS MINISTRY We have various 
projects around the church that need to be completed. 
Any adult or child would be welcome. If you want to 
volunteer, please contact Martha Davie by  phone or text 
at 240-434-3510. Thank you!  

LAZARUS COMMITTEE  Are you looking for a way to 
support grieving families in our parish? Consider joining 
the Lazarus Committee, a group of volunteers who prepare 
and serve meals after the funerals of active and registered 
parishioners. This is a meaningful ministry that offers 
comfort and fellowship to those who have lost a loved one. 
To learn more or to sign up, please call Pat at 240-925-
0021 or Linda at 240-298-5264. Thank you for your 
generosity and compassion.  

IT SHOULDN’T HURT AT HOME The Catholic community 
cares about families experiencing violence and unhealthy 
relationships. Visit www.CatholicsforFamilyPeace.org to 
learn more about this issue, how to help, who to call, and 
the rich Catholic teaching that supports survivors. If you 
need help now, contact the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline, 800‐799‐7233 (24 hours); 800‐787‐3224 (TTY); 
www.ndvh.org to find assistance near you. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OF IHM Our food pantry 
provides food to those who need assistance. We'd 
like to have you help us bag groceries from the 
food in our food pantry  for our clients, or to pick 

up food from grocery stores in our area that donate to us. 
We do this throughout the week, excluding weekends. We 
have meetings just once a month.  If you'd like to volunteer 
in our food pantry, please call 301-863-8193 on Mondays, 
Wednesdays or Fridays from 8:30 to 11:30 am, which is 
when the pantry is open. Leave your name and number 
and we will work to get you started as soon as you'd like. 

UPDATE NEEDED! The parish office is finding that much of 
our information for parishioners is outdated. Please call or 
email the parish office to update any new home addresses, 
email addresses, home and cell phone numbers, new 
family members, family members no longer in the 
household, or any other parishioner data that may have 
changed since you registered. The parish number is 301-
863-8144, or you can email our secretary Julián Ortiz at 
julian@ihmrcc.org.  

MUSIC MINISTRY NEEDS YOU! Can you read 
music? Do you have a good singing voice? Do 
you want to deepen your faith and serve your 
community? The IHM Adult Choir is the place 

to be. Practices are on Wednesdays at 7 pm in the 
Church.  Contact Mary at mary@ihmrcc.org  or 240-434-
8876. If you don’t want to commit to every week, we also 
have a Men’s Group and a Women’s Group that serve once 
a month on the 2nd weekend, and practice for the hour 
before Mass. (The Women’s Group also serves on 5th 
Saturday Masses). Singers in High School and up are 
welcome! 

PLEASE KEEP OUR CHURCH CLEAN We have been finding 
food crumbs, chewing gum, play-dough-like substances 
and other trash in the church, especially in the pews and 
pew bookracks. It would be a shame to have our newly-
renovated church get dirty so quickly. Please refrain from 
bringing such items into the church, and if they are 
absolutely necessary, please clean up after yourself and 
your children. 

IGNATIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS Serving 
the Least Among Us The Ignatian 
Volunteer Corps (IVC) is a Jesuit-
sponsored organization that provides 
men and women, age 50 and older 

(retired or semi-retired) with substantive opportunities to 
serve others and transform lives.  IVC matches the skills, 
talents and life experiences of these volunteers with 
nonprofit organizations that assist the materially poor or 
address issues related to poverty.  A unique feature of IVC 
is a spiritual reflection component that helps volunteers 
discover the deeper meaning in their service, and their 
lives.  To learn more about IVC, contact Mike Goggin, 
Senior Director, IVC of the National Capital Area:  202-277-
4447 or mgoggin@ivcusa.org, or visit www.ivcusa.org. 



 

 


