
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

In today’s first reading, we learn of the 
prophet Samuel’s first encounter with the 
Lord God. As we heard, Samuel slept in the 
temple of the Lord where the ark of God 
was. You’d think that spending time in the 
place where the Lord God abided among 

his people would mean Samuel might be somewhat 
familiar with God. But that was not the case, because the 
Lord had not revealed anything to him as yet.  

 Everything in God’s time, right? Some of us might 
have this in common with Samuel: either we do not quite 
understand what God is saying to us, or the Lord has not 
yet revealed to us what he intends to reveal. Like Samuel, 
the Lord is calling us but we struggle to discern what, if 
anything, God is saying to us. We’re just regular people 
with jobs and families, just trying to live a good life. What 
could the Lord God possibly call ordinary people like us to 
do? 

 Today’s Gospel story reveals at least one thing 
God is inviting all of us to do, something that is within the 
reach of any of us: to point the way to Christ, and to invite 
others to join us on the journey. In the Gospel, John the 
Baptist points his disciples to Jesus. They seek him and, 
after spending time with him, have been convinced that 
they have found not just a teacher as they initially thought, 
but, rather, something greater, the Messiah. Having 
arrived at this significant realization, how did Andrew 
respond? He went and brought his brother to Jesus.  

 How many of us have someone in our lives who 
doesn’t know Jesus? Someone who doesn’t know the joy 
of knowing him, of trusting in him, of receiving his love, his 
forgiveness, his healing and mercy? We probably all do. 
And so this is our encouragement to not shy away from 
inviting these loved ones to meet Christ.  

 In his Letter to the Corinthians, Paul reminds us 
that we are temples of the Holy Spirit. The next time we 
find ourselves in conversation with a family member and 
feel that stirring sense that we should invite them to give 
Jesus a chance, let us ask the Holy Spirit for help. The Holy 
Spirit can fill us with the courage to speak, and can give us 
the words to lovingly extend an invitation to an encounter 
with Christ, the Lord.  

 Maybe it is true that God is not calling us to be 
another Samuel. But perhaps God is calling us to be one of 
the means through which he extends his offer of salvation 
to others. Let us ask for the grace to respond as Samuel 
did: Speak, for your servant is listening, and to trust that 
God will take it from there. 

  

MASS INTENTIONS may be requested at the parish office 
during regular office hours (M—F, 8 am—4 pm) in person 
or by phone (301-863-8144 x11), or by e-mailing 
julian@ihmrcc.org. Your desired date may not be available. 
We now have the ability to accept Mass intention stipends 
online (but only after the date has been accepted by the 
office). 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OF IHM Our food pantry 
provides food to those who need assistance. We'd 
like to have you help us bag groceries from the 
food in our food pantry  for our clients, or to pick 

up food from grocery stores in our area that donate to us. 
We do this throughout the week, excluding weekends. We 
have meetings just once a month.  If you'd like to volunteer 
in our food pantry, please call 301-863-8193 on Mondays, 
Wednesdays or Fridays from 8:30 to 11:30 am, which is 
when the pantry is open. Leave your name and number 
and we will work to get you started as soon as you'd like. 

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE Sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus on Saturday, January 27 from 9 am until 2 pm at 
Knights Hall (41605 Fenwick St., Leonardtown, MD 20650). 
To donate, either sign up at WWW.REDCROSSBLOOD.ORG 
then insert KOC1470 into the box FIND A DRIVE in the 
upper right corner, or call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-
2767). After registering for your donation 
appointment, use Rapid Pass the DAY of the drive to fast 
track your donation "check in." Go to 
www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass to learn more. 

MOVIE NIGHT IHM is hosting a movie 
night in the Parish Hall on Saturday, 
January 27. The feature is Sight & 
Sound’s version of Moses. Doors open 

at 5 pm and the movie starts at 5:30 pm. The event is free, 
bring your family and friends!  

BUS FOR MARCH FOR LIFE The National March For Life to 
end abortion will be, Friday, January 19 at 12 noon on the 
National Mall. There will be a bus leaving from IHM at 10 
am. To reserve a seat call/text Mark Baysinger at 240-925-
2677, or send an email to nbay9@hotmail.com.   There is 
no charge,  however a $20 donation is requested.  

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Fr. Marco 



 

Follow us on  

BULLETIN DEADLINE Please email your submission to 
bulletin@ihmrcc.org by Wednesday at 10 am prior to the 
Sunday of publication.  All entries are subject to editing.  

To sign up for Formed, the premier 
site to access Catholic Media 
online, go to www.formed.org and 

press “sign up” and then enter the ZIP code of the parish 
“20653”, follow the directions to create an account, and 
then enjoy!  

ALTAR FLOWERS/SANCTUARY CANDLES If you would like 
to donate the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles in 
memory or for special intentions of a loved one, please call 
the Parish Office or email at cindy@ihmrcc.org.  

 
 
 

January 15 — January 21 
 

Monday  1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/
 Mk 2:18-22  
9:00 am Dennis P. Farrell (D) 
   

Tuesday 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/ 
 Mk 2:23-28  
5:30 pm  Rev. Michael Dolan (L) 
 

Wednesday 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/
 Mk 3:1-6  
9:00 am    John Flynn (S) 
 

Thursday 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 
 12-13/Mk 3:7-12  
5:30 pm Mark Breslin (D) 
 

Friday 1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/ 
 Mk 3:13-19  
9:00 am MaryEllen Easterling Pitard (D) 
 

Saturday 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/PS 80:2-3, 5-7/
 Mk 3:20-21  
9:00 am Pope Francis (L) 
4:00 pm Rev. Ronald Bushmiller (D) 
 

Sunday Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 
 1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20  
8:30 am Irene Breslin (D) 
11:15 am Rev. Marco Schad (L) 
1:00 pm All IHM Parishioners 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

THAT THE SICK 
MAY BE RESTORED TO FULL HEALTH 

 

Audrey Somers, Kathleen Floyd, Jane Kenyon, 
Linda F. Gieser, Ralph Gough Sr., Betty LePore, Joseph, 
Rylee Corliss, Alan Stapanon, Ruby Garcia, Mia Garcia, 
Matthew Riddell, Marie C. Williams, Kaylee Klier, Wanda 
Slater, Enedina Melendez, Hector Perez, Josephine, Glenn 
Thompson III, John Worrell, Jim Makin, Carmen Colby, 
Gary Green, Grace Miedzinski, Bruce Riddell, Katelyn 
Corliss, Robert Weaver, Devlin Rich, Ana Gates, Dennis 
Berg, Alejandra Spargo, Lisa and Paul Crowe, Adele Bavani, 
Violette Ghalbouny, Helen Pearson, John Flynn, Michael 
Briscoe, Patricia A. Louis, Susan Marie Hollis, Melva Coates, 
Frances Roof, Jayne C., Dcn. Barnes, Claude Clark, Coleen 
Corliss, Katie Beuchert,  
 

Please note:  names will remain on this list for two months, unless 
otherwise notified.  To keep a name on the list, please resubmit by 
contacting bulletin@ihmrcc.org, or call the Parish Office. 
 

 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY 
 

We pray that the Holy Spirit may help us to recognize the 
gift of different charisms within the Christian community 
and to discover the richness of different traditions and 
rituals in the Catholic Church.  

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED On Monday, January 15.  

PILGRIMAGE TO GREECE AND EPHESUS Join Fr. Harry 
Stokes and Fr. Ray Schmidt as they lead us in the Footsteps 
of St. Paul.  We will tour many holy sites in Greece and 
then set sail on a 4-day cruise to visit several Greek islands 
and the Blessed Virgin’s home in Ephesus.  September 27 – 
October 7, 2024.  $4,811.00.  For more information contact 
Margaret at stjoepa@comcast.net, or to register visit 
https://sq408nio.paperform.co. 

COME HOLY SPIRIT! COME! New Wednesday Morning 
Bible study begins January 17 for seven consecutive 
meetings until February 28. Come join us as we return to 
The Wild Goose: Discovering a Deeper Relationship with 
the Holy Spirit, a study by Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR. Learn 
about the gifts of the Holy Spirit and how important a role 
the Holy Spirit has in our lives. Each class will be held in the 
IHM large classroom on Wednesdays from 10 am to 11:30 
am. All are welcome. If interested, please call Nancy 
Baysinger at 240-298-4713 soon so that materials may be 
ordered in time. 

IHM MOM’S CLUB! Join our new Mom's Club at IHM, for 
moms with children of all ages to connect, learn and grow 
in faith together. We will alternate evening and daytime 
meetings to fit all schedules; we won't have child care 
available, but children (and husbands) are welcome to 
come as needed, and light refreshment will be provided. 
RSVP to our first meeting on Monday, February 12  from 6 
to 7 pm to help select group topics and future meeting 
dates by contacting Emily Yazawa at 
emily.m.yazawa@gmail.com. 



 

EVENTS CALENDAR  January 15 — January 21 
All Week  WARM Nights in Parish Hall 
Wed  10 am Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

PERPETUAL ADORATION Did you know our very own     
Immaculate Heart of Mary offers you the opportunity to    
participate in Perpetual Adoration?  Some may ask “What 
is Perpetual Adoration?” Perpetual Adoration is a   
Eucharistic devotion whereby members unite in the 
adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament with the 
goal of adoring The Blessed Sacrament perpetually (24 
hours a day).  If you are interested, please call our 
adoration coordinator, Jeff Harmon, at 240-538-5017 or 
email adoration@ihmrcc.org for more information.   

MASS WITH HEALING PRAYERS This month’s Mass with 
Healing Prayers is at 7 pm on Monday, January 22. After 
Mass, we will have Eucharistic Adoration and prayers for 
healing with laying on of hands. Confessions begin at 6:30 
pm and continue as long as there are penitents.  

MASS IN TAGALOG IHM invites you to attend Tagalog 
Mass on the third Sunday of every month, the next Mass 
being January 21 at 4 pm. With any questions, please  
contact Joy Gates (240-434-3663) or Dcn. Ronnie Chavez 
(deaconronnie@ihmrcc.org). 

THE CHALICE (from Sacred Signs by Fr. Romano Guardini, 
1927) 

Years ago, and only once, I came upon a chalice. The 
chalice. I had of course seen many chalices, but this one 
was not only seeing; it was a meeting, an encounter. It was 
at Beuron [a Benedictine archabbey in Germany] when a 
kindly monk in charge of the sacred vessels was showing 
me the treasures of the sacristy. 

The broad base it stood on adhered firmly to the ground. 
The stem, sharp, spare and delicately thin, seemed to lift 
itself with compressed force and carrying power. A little 
more than half way up it expanded in a knob, and then at 
the top, first confining its strength in a narrow ring or band 
in orderly compression, it broke out into a wealth of 
foliation, finely cut but strong, in which lay the cup, the 
heart of the chalice. 

From this chalice I caught a glimpse of the meaning of the 
sacrament. The sure-footed base, the long shaft molded to 
carry weight, the disciplined, ingathered strength 
blossoming out into a cup, open but enclosed, could signify 
but one thing: to receive and retain. 

The pure and holy vessel of the mystery receives and 
guards in its dimly shining depths the divine drops of the 
gracious, fruitful blood, which is sheer fire, sheer love. 

I had a further thought, an insight or rather, an intuition. 
The chalice represents the created universe. That universe 
has but one purpose and one final meaning: man, the living 
creature, with his soul and body and his restless 
heart...Saint Augustine has a great saying: “That which 
makes a man to be what he is is his capacity to receive God 
and hold him fast.” 

LIVING AS A FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN FAMILY Talk by Deacon 
Mike Crowe, accompanied by Eucharistic Adoration and 
Benediction on Tuesday, January 16 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.  

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A DEACON? IHM is hosting a 
interest session given by the Archdiocese for those men 
who are interested in learning about joining the 
permanent deaconate. The event is Wednesday, January 
31st starting at 7 pm. Applicants must be baptized Catholic 
men between the ages of thirty and sixty (at the time the 
formation program begins). For other requirements and 
additional information see https://adw.org/vocations/
deacons/formation-program/. Those wishing to attend one 
of the scheduled sessions, please contact Ms. Diane Biggs 
in the Archdiocesan Diaconate Office at 301-853-5345 or at 
biggsd@adw.org. 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP The Shrine of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament at 3630 Quesada Street, NW 
Washington, DC, 20015-2538, will offer an eight-week 
bereavement support group series for adults who have 
experienced the death of a parent, spouse, child, sibling or 
significant other. The next series will begin Tuesday, 
February 20 and continue for eight consecutive Tuesdays 
through April 9 from 7 to -8:30 pm. The meetings are 
virtual. For more information contact Jim Hoffman at 
hoffmanlpc@gmail.com or call cell: (202) 577 – 2213.   

CHANGING SERVICE MUSIC Changing Service Music – As 
we return to Ordinary Time this week, we will sing 
different Service Music to reflect this change (the Kyrie, 
Gloria, Holy, Acclamation, Amen, and Lamb of God). During 
the Christmas Season we have been using the Celtic Mass. 
Over the next few weeks, we will use the Heritage Mass, 
which is in out hymnals beginning with #225. Lent begins 
soon with Ash Wednesday on February 14, when we will 
return to using the Chant Mass setting.  



 

 


