August 27, 2023

Saint Patrick Parish

Living Catholic Tradition in Nashua

Mass Schedule

Daily
Tuesday - Friday 12:05 pm
Saturday 8:00 am

Weekend
Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 am
Sunday 9:30 am

Confessions
Saturday 3:00 pm

Sunday 9:00 am
Tuesday - Friday 11:15 am

Office Hours
Monday- Thursday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Friday Closed

Help for those in Need
603-821-5267

Rev. Michael Kerper
Pastor

Rev. John Healey
Priest-in-Residence

Rev. Edmund Crowley
Priest-in-Residence

29 Spring Street, Nashua, NH 03060

603-882-2262
www.stpatricksnashua.org office@stpatricksnashua.org



Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 27, 2023

Mass Intentions

Sunday, August 27
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

7:00 AM Priest’s Intentions

9:30 AM Richard Pierotti (15t Anniversary)
By Pierotti Family

Monday, August 28, Saint Augustine, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church

No Mass
Tuesday, August 29, Passion of Saint John the Baptist

12:05 PM Diana Bishop
By the Family

Wednesday, August 30
12:05 PM Priest’s Intentions

Thursday, August 31

12:05 PM Priest’s Intentions

Friday, September 1

12:05 PM Rev Paul Fu

Saturday, September 2

8:00 AM People of the Parish
4:00 PM David Walton (15t Anniversary)
By the Family

SHARING
GeD’S
GIFTS

Contributions Auqust 19 & 20

Planned Giving
Envelopes $ 2,988
E-Giving $ 3,367
Cash & Checks $2,322
Total Collection $ 8,677

Annual Mission Collection $ 3,503
Burial Fund To Date $ 586

Poor Box Donations

August 19 & 20 $ 394

Thank You!

All funds are used locally to assist
people who come to us for help.

Parish Staff

Jean Dickson Finance Manager
Sandra Rathbone, Administrative Assistant
Ruth Thompson, Faith Formation
Diane Duffy, Cemetery Director
Adam D’Entremont, Pastoral Associate

Musician
Chris Bord, Organist/Director (9:30 am)

St. Patrick Cemetery Office

Serving St. Patrick and Holy Cross Cemeteries, Hudson, NH

Diane Duffy

Cemetery Director
603.881.8131

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ~ 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Wednesday ~ 9:00 to 12 Noon, Friday ~ Closed

Located in the Rectory

Pre-Planning Consultation




Parish News and Notes

Mass Attendance New Hampshire Catholic Appeal
We are grateful to all of our parishioners
August 19 & 20 g p
g who have made a gift to the NHCA. As of today,
Saturday 4:00 PM =91 we have raised $22,742.00 towards our parish

goal of $51,000.00. 100% of the funds raised
above this Appeal goal are returned to our

Sunday 7:00 AM = 100 parish. If you have not made your gift yet, it is
not too late. Please use the gift envelope or go
Sunday 9:30 AM = 165 online at: www.catholicnh.org/nhca.

We need the support of all our parish
Total Attendance = 356 families to reach our parish goal. Thank you for
your support of these important needs and
ministries of the Church.

Fellowship Time Following 9:30 AM Mass

The Knights of Columbus host our “Fellowship Time” on the second Sunday of every month
following the 9:30 AM Mass. The next event will be held on Sunday, September 10. Please stop
by and enjoy visiting with fellow Parishioners.

Anointing of the Sick

Every Friday after the 12:05 PM Mass, we offer the Anointing of the Sick. The Sacrament
can be received by people preparing for surgery, recovering, or who suffer from any serious
disease or infirmity. The Sacrament is administered in front of the Blessed Virgin Mary altar
on the left side of the sanctuary.

Prayerful Condolences

Please prayerfully remember Benjamin M. Brackett-York whose Funeral Mass was
held on Friday, August 25 at St. Patrick Church. Please pray for the family and other
loved ones during their time of grief.

Prayer Opportunity for Women

The St. Patrick’s Women’s Prayer Group for our Priests meets on the first Saturday of
the month. We welcome all women of the parish and their friends to join us. We begin with the
8 a.m. Mass, followed by a short reflection, the Rosary, and the litanies of St. Philomena and St.
Joseph. A short time for refreshments, fellowship, and prayer intentions follows in the Center.
Please join us as we pray in community for our parish, our priests, and the universal church.

If you are a Catholic women interested in joining this ministry, call the Parish office
@ 603-882-2262 or email office@stpatricksnashua.org




Monthly Potluck Brunch

The Potluck normally scheduled for the last Sunday of August has been cancelled.
Watch the bulletin when it will resume in September. If you have any questions or would like
to volunteer to set up or break down, please contact Gracie Schofield mgllloyd@gmail.com or
Adam D’Entremont at Associate@StPatricksNashua.org.

Faith Formation Registration

Faith Formation begins on Sunday, September 10th! Please register for the following
programs by filling out a registration form available on the parish website under Faith
Formation, or in the parish office. They can be filled out and returned to the parish office, or
scanned and sent to faithformation(@stpatricksnashua.org

1. We will have Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level I for ages 3-6, Level II for
ages 6-9, and Level III for ages 9-12. This is a Montessori based catechesis that
teaches young children essentials of the faith through hands-on materials and is a great
opportunity for our young children to develop their relationship with God. This
program will meet most Sundays of the school year and includes (but is not limited to)
preparation for the sacraments of Reconciliation (R), Confirmation (C)and First
Communion (FC).

2. We will also continue with Adult and Teen Faith Formation on the first Sunday of
the month. Father Kerper will meet with the adults with an opportunity to ask
questions and have a bit of social time. There will be an experienced Catechist for the
teens in a separate room.

3. The calendar for both types of catechesis is available on the parish website:
stpatricksnashua.org. If there are any questions, please email
faithformation@stpatricksnashua.org.

News from Friends & Neighbors

Annual Mission Collection 2023

The Oblates of St. Francis de Sales work among some of the poorest people in the world as
parish priests, ministers, educators, and social workers. Among other things, the Oblates operate
food centers, training programs, and transportation to schools. The Oblates also operate a
hospital and seminary on the Ivory Coast, a small African country on the Atlantic coast.

Through mid September, we will continue to receive your offerings. Please deposit your gift
in the envelopes marked “Annual Mission Collection.” Thank you for your generous response.

St. Gianna(s Place FT/PT Help Needed

St. Gianna’s Place in Hudson, NH, is a home for pregnant mothers and their babies who
have nowhere to live. It provides meals and counseling along with job skills training and
education for the mothers. St. Gianna’s is looking for responsible Catholic ladies interested in
FT/PT overnight staff positions. Interested applicants call Donna Meade at 603-521-8440.



BOOTER267

Catholic Young Adults

Several younger members of St. Patrick Parish have formed ROOTED 267,
a Young Adult Catholic Group. The “267” refers to Colossians 2:6-7: “So, as you
received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in him, rooted in him and built upon him and
established in the faith as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving."

The purpose of this initiative is to provide opportunities for young
Catholics to come together for service, faith formation and socializing. So far,
the group has had successful game nights, social gatherings, and planning
meetings. To learn more, please contact.

Rootedyoungadults267@gmail.com

oot The DAY Café
¢ 6”%’;—%@‘ @ St. Patrick Parish Center

Main Street, Nashua

il
W Monday-Friday/7:00-9:30 AM

Several parishioners from St. Patrick Parish and other groups offer coffee, light snacks, and
friendship to our neighbors on the street. This happens every weekday from 7:00 to 9:30 AM. All
are welcome. No charge. Please enter through the Main Street entrance and enjoy meeting your
friends.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: If you would like to volunteer with this ministry, please call
the Parish office at 603-882-2262.

Donations of the following items will help keep this gesture of friendly hospitality operating:
Paper Towels, Pre-packaged Snacks
Donated items can be dropped off at St. Patrick’s vestibule before or after Mass.



Fr. Kerper’s Homily Notes for August 27, 2023
21st Sunday of Ordinary Time  Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20

St. Matthew’s gospel used on this weekend concludes with a very puzzling statement:
“Then (Jesus) gave the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.” If Jesus
is truly the Messiah, why conceal the truth?

St. Peter’s proclamation of Jesus as ““ the Christ, the Son of the living God” is perfectly
correct. However, St. Peter had only the words, not their true meaning.

We see St. Peter’s error when we carefully read the text that immediately follows
today’s gospel. After Jesus had predicted his own execution on the cross, St. Peter took him
aside and said: “God forbid, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” By saying this, St. Peter
placed a false understanding of the Messiah over the Lord’s true understanding.

St. Peter, like most Jewish people, still believed that the Messiah would arise as a
military-political-national leader who would quickly liberate Israel from Roman domination. By
contrast, Jesus intended the opposite: the Messiah would have no worldly power but would end
up in apparent defeat on the cross. St. Peter and many others clung to the traditional expectation
that the Messiah would possess power and glory.

Jesus responded to Peter with harsh words: “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling
block for me; for you are not on the side of God, but of men.”

Jesus prohibited St. Peter and his friends from publicly proclaiming that Jesus is the
Messiah. He did this for two reasons. First, the disciples remained only “half-converted,” still
deeply influenced by older notions of the Messiah. If they had gone ahead and proclaimed a
partially correct version of the truth, the whole project of evangelization would have been
jeopardized.

Second, Jesus patiently led them from “half-conversion” to full conversion by carefully
teaching them by example and dialogue. He rarely proclaimed doctrines. Rather he invited them
to imitate him. Good behavior always trumps correct words.

The Lord’s prohibition of pre-mature evangelization still applies. Before we speak to
anyone about the Lord and spiritual matters, we must check our own behavior and
understanding. One of the greatest stumbling blocks placed before potential believers is bad
doctrine proposed by practicing Catholics. Like St. Peter and the apostles, the present “half-
converted” may derail people attracted to the Lord. The Lord’s prohibition against St. Peter
deserves consideration.

Fr Michael Kerper
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