November 5, 2023

Saint Patrick Parish

Living Catholic Tradition in Nashua

Mass Schedule

Daily
Wednesday - Friday 12:05 pm
Saturday 8:00 am

Weekend
Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 am
Sunday 9:30 am

Confessions
Saturday 3:00 pm

Sunday 9:00 am
Wednesday - Friday 11:15 am

Office Hours
Monday- Thursday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Friday Closed

Help for those in Need
603-821-5267

Rev. Michael Kerper
Pastor

Rev. John Healey
Priest-in-Residence

Rev. Edmund Crowley
Priest-in-Residence

29 Spring Street, Nashua, NH 03060

603-882-2262
www.stpatricksnashua.org office@stpatricksnashua.org



Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time November 5, 2023

Mass Intentions SHARING

Sunday, November 5 G@D,S
Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost GIFT S

7:00 AM George R. Pelletier Jr. . .
By the Family Contributions
9:30 AM People of the Parish October 28 & 29
Monday, November 6 Planned Giving
Envelopes $ 3,041
No Mass E-Giving $ 2,522
Tuesday, November 7 Cash & Checks $ 2,997
No Mass Total Collection $ 8,560
Wednesday, November 8 Burial Fund to Date ~ $14,601
12:05 PM William Cahill
By the Family

Poor Box Donations

Thursday, November 9, Dedication of the Lateran
Basilica October 28 & 29 $ 352

12:05 PM Robert & Marie Walter & Family Thank You!
By David Hayes
All funds are used locally to assist

Friday, November 10, Saint Leo the Great, Pope and people who come to us for help.
Doctor of the Church

12:05 PM Joseph Lochonic

By the Dillingham Family Parish Staff
Jean Dickson Finance Manager
Saturday, November 11, Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop Sandra Rathbone, Administrative Assistant
Ruth Thompson, Faith Formation
8:00 AM Frank Santos

Diane Duffy, Cemetery Director

By the Fariz Family Adam D’Entremont, Pastoral Associate

4:00 PM Gerard & Eileen Sevigny Musician

By the Famil
Y g Chris Bord, Organist/Director (9:30 am)

St. Patrick Cemetery Office

Serving St. Patrick and Holy Cross Cemeteries, Hudson, NH

Pre-Planning Diane Duffy Consultation
Cemetery Director
603.881.8131

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ~ 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Wednesday ~ 9:00 to 12 Noon, Friday ~ Closed

Located in the Rectory




Parish News and Notes

Mass Alfendance - HONORING ALL WHOSFRVED 7
October 28 & 29

Saturday 4:00 PM = 90
Sunday 7:00 AM =103

Sunday 9:30 AM = 244

Total Attendance = 437 V E T EP A N S

l)AY

T S

Fellowship Time Following 9:30 AM Mass

The Knights of Columbus host our “Fellowship Time” on the second Sunday of every
month following the 9:30 AM Mass. The next event will be held on Sunday, November 12.
Please stop by and enjoy visiting with fellow Parishioners.

Anointing of the Sick

Every Friday after the 12:05 PM Mass, we offer the Anointing of the Sick. The
Sacrament can be received by people preparing for surgery, recovering, or who suffer from any
serious_disease or infirmity. The Sacrament is administered in front of the Blessed Virgin
Mary altar on the left side of the sanctuary.

St. Patrick Parking Lot Project

The much-needed redo of our parking lot will begin work on Monday, October 30.
Weather permitting, the parking lot surface will take approximately 2 weeks to cure. We will
advise when the lot will reopen. Thank you for your patience and cooperation.

Knights of Columbus Christmas Cards

The Knights will be selling Christmas cards for $10.00 a box to promote keeping Christ in
Christmas in the Church vestibule after all Masses November 4™ and 5™,

If you miss them at Mass on the 4" or 5th they will also be available for purchase at the
coffee and doughnut social the following weekend after the 9:30 AM Mass. Thank you for
your support. Kirk Pomeroy, Grand Knight, St. Boniface Council.



Congratulations to Thomas Cantara

Thomas Cantara of our parish won first place at the Clarence DeMar Marathon on
September 24 in Keene. This marathon is one of the largest in New Hampshire. Thomas
faithfully serves the 4 pm Mass every Saturday at St. Patrick’s. Congratulations and thank you
for your service at the altar.

Tuesday Mass Resumes

Effective November 14, we will resume Mass and Confessions on Tuesdays. The church
will open at 10:45 am. Confessions will begin at 11:00 am or 11:15 depending on other
commitments.

Missals for Parishioners and Guests

We will distribute the paperback Sunday Missals beginning on the weekend of November
11 and 12. You can find them on the back table. If you would like a permanent Missal for your
own use, we recommend the Daily Missal published by Midwestern Theological Forum.
Though the Missal has a hefty price, it is very beautiful and has the texts for all the Masses,
Sunday and daily. It also comes in a large print version. Google Midwestern Theological
Forum to see the various books.

Winter Holiday Stroll &
St. Patrick’s Craft Fair
Saturday Evening, November 25
5:30 to 7:30 PM ~ Church opened to visitors
3:00 to 9:00 PM ~ St. Patrick’s Annual Craft Fair

The Craft Fair, which began five years ago, has been a huge success, now attracting about
65 vendors who are offering a great variety of hand-crafted and other items for sale. It’s also a
great place to mingle with the thousands of people who participate in the Winter Stroll.

Volunteers Needed!

Our activities during the Winter Stroll depend on the generosity of many volunteers who
do so much work to “show the face” of our parish to the hundreds of visitors who pass
through our doors. Volunteers are needed to set up, break down, be greeters and guides and
staff the snack bar. Please consider donating a few hours of your time to help.

Sign-Up sheet will be in the church vestibule November 12 - 19




Catholic
in Recovery

e Do you have trouble letting go of vices that keep you from focusing on God?
e Has your faith walk with Jesus been stalled?

e 12-Step Recovery is about healing from addictions, compulsions, and unhealthy
attachments that lead us away from our God given identity as His children. These
behaviors take our freedom and make us less able to follow God's will.

Come join us for in-person Catholic in Recovery meetings as we form recovery groups

to meet the needs of God’s people.

General Recovery Meeting: St. Patrick Parish Center room #4, Thursdays 1-2pm
-Or-

Virtual meetings found at: www.catholicinrecovery.com/virtual-meeting-schedule

For more information contact Adam D’Entremont by e-mail at
Associate@StPatricksNashua.org or by phone 603-882-2262 opt. #3

(Q%;Zb The DAY Café
. 6%;%@’ @ St. Patrick Parish Center

' v Main Street, Nashua
Monday-Friday/7:00-9:30 AM
Several parishioners from St. Patrick Parish and other groups offer coffee, light snacks, and

friendship to our neighbors on the street. This happens every weekday from 7:00 to 9:30 AM.

All are welcome. No charge. Please enter through the Main Street entrance and enjoy meeting
your friends.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: If you would like to volunteer with this ministry, please call
the Parish office at 603-882-2262.

Donations of the following items will help keep this gesture of friendly hospitality operating:
Paper Towels, Pre-packaged Snacks
Donated items can be dropped off at St. Patrick’s vestibule before or after Mass.




Fr. Kerper’s Homily Notes for November 4/5, 2023

Biblical Texts: Malachi 1;14-2, 8-10 1 Thessalonians 2:7-9,13 Matthew 23:1-12

The texts from Malachi and St. Matthew touch upon the dark side of two forms of priesthood
— the priesthood of Israel and by extension the Christian priesthood in its Catholic and Orthodox
forms.

The priesthood of Israel and the priesthood of Catholicism and Orthodoxy have three things in
common.

First, the priesthood is permanent. In the case of Israel, priests emerge “automatically from the
tribe of Levi. The Christian priesthood, though permanent, is not hereditary.

Second, the priesthood consists of men only. This, of course, is now contested. The discussions
arising from the recent Synod of Rome were directed toward a deeper understanding of the
priesthood rather than abolition of ancient practice rooted in Christ.

Third, both priesthoods exist for the offering of sacrifice. In the case of Israel, the sacrifices are
bloody (the slaughter and destruction of animals); in our case, priestly sacrifice is a real sacrifice
though “unbloody,” which means spiritual.

The texts from Malachi and the Gospel direct us to an unwelcome truth: both forms of
priesthood, whether ancient Israel’s or our own Christian form, may become corrupt.

God, through Malachi, says: “And now, priests, this warning is for you. If you do not listen, if
you do not find it in your heart to glorify my name, says the Lord of Hosts, I will send the curse on
you and curse your very blessing.”

Long after Malachi’s warning, the Lord said: “‘The scribes and the Pharisees occupy the chair
of Moses. You must therefore do what they tell you and listen to what they say, but do not be
guided by what they do: since they do not practice what they preach. They tie up heavy burdens
and lay them on men’s shoulders, but will they lift a finger to move them? Not they!” [See the note
at the bottom of the page.]

Here we encounter the worst form of clerical corruption: the separation between the preached
Word of God and the behavior of the preacher. This clash between holy teaching and unholy
practice seems inescapable. And it is. Going back into the 5th century we discover the great debate
between St. Augustine and the followers of Donatus, who asserted that sinful bishops and priests
have no power whatsoever to produce any sacraments. The Donatists, in effect, were radical
purists who deeply wounded the Church by their rigorism. St. Augustine’s position — that valid
sacraments can indeed come from the hands of evil priests — prevailed. How so? Because Christ,
not the priest, provides the sacraments. As such, we must always recognize that Christ “makes” the
sacraments while the priest merely acts as the Lord’s instrument. In other words, we can eat soup
with a filthy spoon and still receive life-sustaining nourishment. Though everyone would prefer a
clean spoon, I doubt that many would wait eternally for a newly disinfected spoon.

The priesthood — in the Christian form and in Israel’s — is not immune from betrayal,
hypocrisy, and mediocrity. God knew exactly how to shape the priesthood; and we must trust in
his eternal design.

Fr. Michael Kerper

[Note: The scribes and Pharisees were not priests, but certified religious authorities revered by the people. This
“certification” resembles — at least in part — the position of priests in ancient Israel.]
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969 St. Patrick Parish, Nashua, NH (I) John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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