November 19, 2023

Saint Patrick Parish

Living Catholic Tradition in Nashua

Mass Schedule

Daily
Tuesday - Friday 12:05 pm
Saturday 8:00 am

Weekend
Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 am
Sunday 9:30 am

Confessions
Saturday 3:00 pm

Sunday 9:00 am
Tuesday - Friday 11:15 am

Office Hours
Monday- Thursday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Friday Closed

Help for those in Need
603-821-5267

Rev. Michael Kerper
Pastor

Rev. John Healey
Priest-in-Residence

Rev. Edmund Crowley
Priest-in-Residence

29 Spring Street, Nashua, NH 03060

603-882-2262
www.stpatricksnashua.org office@stpatricksnashua.org



Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time November 12, 2023

Mass Intentions %I}{ARII\%
Sunday, November 12 GIFTS
Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost
7:00 AM James & Jean Clifford & Family Contributions
_ November4 & 5
9:30 AM Doris & Paul Wood
By the Family Planned Giving
Monday, November 13 Envelopes $ 3,177
E-Giving $ 3,460
No Mass Cash & Checks $ 2,223
Tuesday, November 14 Total Collection $ 8,860
12:05 PM Priest’s Intentions Burial Fund to Date $14,701
Wednesday, November 15 Poor Box Donations
12:05 PM Lillian Hogan
By her Daughter November 4 & 5 $ 583
Thursday, November 16 Thank You!
12:05 PM David & Helen Hopkins All funds are used locally to assist
people who come to us for help.
Friday, November 17, Saint Elizabeth of Hungary

12:05 PM Priest’s Intentions Parish Staff

Jean Dickson Finance Manager
Saturday, November 18 Sandra Rathbone, Administrative Assistant
Ruth Thompson, Faith Formation

8:00 AM People of the Parish . .
P Diane Duffy, Cemetery Director
4:00 PM Theresia Hall Adam D’Entremont, Pastoral Associate
By Carol Axton Musician

Chris Bord, Organist/Director (9:30 am)

St. Patrick Cemetery Office

Serving St. Patrick and Holy Cross Cemeteries, Hudson, NH

Pre-Planning Diane Duffy Consultation

Cemetery Director
603.881.8131

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ~ 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Wednesday ~ 9:00 to 12 Noon, Friday ~ Closed

Located in the Rectory




Parish News and Notes

Mass Attendance

November 4 & 5

Saturday 4:00 PM = 90

Sunday 7:00 AM =92

Tuesday Mass Resumes

Sunday 9:30 AM = 228 Effective November 14, we will resume
Mass and Confessions on Tuesdays. The
church will open at 10:45 am. Confessions will
begin at 11:00 am or 11:15 depending on other
commitments.

Total Attendance = 410

Fellowship Time Following 9:30 AM Mass

The Knights of Columbus host our “Fellowship Time” on the second Sunday of every
month following the 9:30 AM Mass. The next event will be held on Sunday, December 10.
Please stop by and enjoy visiting with fellow Parishioners.

Blessings and Congratulations
On Sunday, October 29, we celebrated the Baptism of Rose Meagher, daughter of
Matthew and Maura Meagher. Please pray for the family as they celebrate this gift of life.

Knights of Columbus Christmas Cards

The Knights will be selling Christmas cards for $10.00 a box to promote keeping Christ in
Christmas in the Church vestibule after all Saturday and Sunday Masses through the end of
November. Thank you for your support.

New Hampshire Catholic Appeal

We are grateful to all our parishioners who have made a gift to the NHCA. As of
today, we have raised $29,000 towards our parish goal of $51,000. The amount needed to
reach that goal is $22,000. 100% of the funds raised above this Appeal goal are returned to
our parish. We need the support of all our parish families to reach our goal.

If you have not made your gift yet, please use the gift envelope or go online at:
www.catholicnh.org/nhca.




Saint Patrick Parish
Monthly Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, November 19

St Patrick Parish welcomes all to come together for the Monthly Pancake Breakfast on
November 19 following 9:30 AM Mass. The breakfast is held in the Parish Center Rooms
3 & 4. All are welcome, no sign up necessary. The breakfast is scheduled on the
3" Sunday of the month. his is a great opportunity to share some special time with fellow
parishioners!

Missals for Parishioners and Guests

We will distribute the paperback Sunday Missals beginning on the weekend of November
11 and 12. You can find them on the back table. If you would like a permanent Missal for your
own use, we recommend the Daily Missal published by Midwestern Theological Forum.
Though the Missal has a hefty price, it is very beautiful and has the texts for all the Masses,
Sunday and daily. It also comes in a large print version. Google Midwestern Theological
Forum to see the various books.

Winter Holiday Stroll &
St. Patrick’s Craft Fair
Saturday Evening, November 25
5:30 to 7:30 PM ~ Church opened to visitors
3:00 to 9:00 PM ~ St. Patrick’s Annual Craft Fair

The Craft Fair, which began five years ago, has been a huge success, now attracting about
65 vendors who are offering a great variety of hand-crafted and other items for sale. It’s also a
great place to mingle with the thousands of people who participate in the Winter Stroll.

Volunteers Needed!

Our activities during the Winter Stroll depend on the generosity of many volunteers who
do so much work to “show the face” of our parish to the hundreds of visitors who pass
through our doors. Volunteers are needed to set up, break down, be greeters and guides and
staff the snack bar. Please consider donating a few hours of your time to help.

Sign-Up sheet will be in the church vestibule November 12 - 19




Catholic
in Recovery

e Do you have trouble letting go of vices that keep you from focusing on God?
e Has your faith walk with Jesus been stalled?

e 12-Step Recovery is about healing from addictions, compulsions, and unhealthy
attachments that lead us away from our God given identity as His children. These
behaviors take our freedom and make us less able to follow God's will.

Come join us for in-person Catholic in Recovery meetings as we form recovery groups

to meet the needs of God’s people.

General Recovery Meeting: St. Patrick Parish Center room #4, Thursdays 1-2pm
-Or-

Virtual meetings found at: www.catholicinrecovery.com/virtual-meeting-schedule

For more information contact Adam D’Entremont by e-mail at
Associate@StPatricksNashua.org or by phone 603-882-2262 opt. #3

(Q%;Zb The DAY Café
. 6%;%@’ @ St. Patrick Parish Center

' v Main Street, Nashua
Monday-Friday/7:00-9:30 AM
Several parishioners from St. Patrick Parish and other groups offer coffee, light snacks, and

friendship to our neighbors on the street. This happens every weekday from 7:00 to 9:30 AM.

All are welcome. No charge. Please enter through the Main Street entrance and enjoy meeting
your friends.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: If you would like to volunteer with this ministry, please call
the Parish office at 603-882-2262.

Donations of the following items will help keep this gesture of friendly hospitality operating:
Paper Towels, Pre-packaged Snacks
Donated items can be dropped off at St. Patrick’s vestibule before or after Mass.




Mass Stipends and the Dead

For roughly a thousand years, Catholics have regarded November as a special time to
pray for the dead. Linked with this practice is the frequently misunderstood custom of
"having a Mass said" for deceased loved ones. Even today, some people call the rectory to
"buy a Mass for Mom." How can people "buy" Masses? What's this all about?

The custom of offering a monetary "stipend" to a priest "for a Mass" gradually began
when money-based economic systems replaced barter. In ancient times people provided
their priests with the bread and wine used at a particular Mass. In exchange for this gift, the
deceased loved one received a "special remembrance" at the Mass. As economies became
money-based, cash stipends replaced the actual bread and wine. The stipend was supposed
to equal the cost of the priest's daily sustenance.

What actually happens to the deceased person remembered at Mass? Mostly, the
Church simply teaches that prayers and Masses offered on behalf of the dead somehow
benefit them. Nothing more. Nothing less. However, St. Thomas Aquinas proposed one
possible explanation.

We find his theory in the Supplement to the Summa Theologiae (Question 71, Articles
9-10), a text actually written by Fr. Rainaldo da Piperno who reconstructed the notes of St.
Thomas after his death in 1274. St. Thomas stressed that deep and permanent bonds of
charity link the living and dead. Through these bonds, good deeds -- like prayers,
almsgiving, and participation in the Eucharist -- become transferable among people. Because
the Eucharist always reflects and intensifies the bonds of divine-human love, the Mass
becomes a kind of "meeting point" between living and dead. This mysterious "contact"
somehow benefits both parties: the one who arranged the Mass and the dead person. In fact,
St. Thomas argued that the Mass helps the living person more than the dead because he or
she has done a wonderful act of charity. Moreover, St. Thomas highly commended
almsgiving to the poor on behalf of the dead as an especially efficacious practice. Sadly,
many have forgotten this "good work" for the dead.

Moving beyond the complex medieval theories, we can reasonably assert that public
Mass intentions at the very least conjure up the memory of the forgotten dead. "Announced
Masses," as they are sometimes called, bring people together on anniversaries to pray and
remember the deceased. In a world that so quickly forgets the dead, anything that preserves
their memory is surely worth doing. We, of course, do it every day at the celebration of the
Eucharist. As we come to the midpoint of November, the month of the Holy Souls, we
should commit ourselves to praying frequently for all the dead, especially our own loved
ones.

Fr. Michael Kerper
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