December 3, 2023

Saint Patrick Parish

Living Catholic Tradition in Nashua

Mass Schedule

Daily
Tuesday - Friday 12:05 pm
Saturday 8:00 am
Weekend
Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 am
Sunday 9:30 am

Confessions
Saturday 3:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am

Tuesday - Friday 11:15 am

Office Hours
Monday- Thursday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Friday Closed

Help for those in Need
603-821-5267

Rev. Michael Kerper
Pastor

Rev. John Healey
Priest-in-Residence

Rev. Edmund Crowley
Priest-in-Residence

29 Spring Street, Nashua, NH 03060

603-882-2262
www.stpatricksnashua.org office@stpatricksnashua.org



First Sunday of Advent

December 3, 2023

Mass Intentions

Sunday, December 3, First Sunday of Advent

7:00 AM Priest’s Intentions
9:30 AM Alfred Jamie Wood
By the Family

Monday, December 4
No Mass
Tuesday, December 5

12:05 PM Priest’s Intentions

Wednesday, December 6

12:05 PM Deceased members of Zedalis Family

By the Family

Thursday, December 7, Saint Ambrose, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church

12:05 PM Mary Sarameta
By the Mikulis Family

Friday, December 8, Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

12:05 PM People of the Parish
7:00 PM Priest’s Intentions
Saturday, December 9
8:00 AM Priest’s Intentions

4:00 PM Brian Borromeo
By Pia Borromeo & Family

SHARING
G®D’S
GIFTS

Contributions
November 18 & 19

Planned Giving

Envelopes $2,166

E-Giving $ 3,667
Cash & Checks $ 2,568
Total Collection $ 8,401

November 25 & 26

Planned Giving

Envelopes $ 2,283

E-Giving $ 2,029
Cash & Checks $ 1,879
Total Collection $6,191

Burial Fund to Date $14,908

Poor Box Donations

Weekend November 18 & 19  $351
Weekend November 25 & 26  $371

Thank You!

All funds are used locally to assist
people who come to us for help.

Pre-Planning

St. Patrick Cemetery Office

Serving St. Patrick and Holy Cross Cemeteries, Hudson, NH

Diane Duffy Consultation

Cemetery Director

603.881.8131

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ~ 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Wednesday ~ 9:00 to 12 Noon, Friday ~ Closed

Located in the Rectory




Parish News and Notes

Adult Faith Formation Holy Day Schedule

Sunday, December 3 Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
following the 9:30 am Mass
in the Parish Center Friday, December 8
. . Mass @ 12:05 pm
Pl b Bibl
case bring your BIbie Confessions @ 11: 00 am
Presenter: Fr. Michael Kerper Mass @ 7:00 pm

Mass Attendance

November 18/19: Sat. 4:00 PM = 108, Sun. 7:00 AM = 105, Sun. 9:30 AM = 202, Total = 415
November 25/26: Sat. 4:00 PM = 105, Sun. 7:00 AM = 85, Sun. 9:30 AM = 185, Total = 375

Fellowship Time Following 9:30 AM Mass

The Knights of Columbus host our “Fellowship Time” on the second Sunday of every
month following the 9:30 AM Mass. The next event will be held on Sunday, December 10.
Please stop by and enjoy visiting with fellow Parishioners.

Anointing of the Sick

Every Friday after the 12:05 PM Mass, we offer the Anointing of the Sick. The Sacrament
can be received by people preparing for surgery, recovering, or who suffer from any serious
disease or infirmity. The Sacrament is administered in front of the Blessed Virgin Mary altar
on the left side of the sanctuary.

Missals for Parishioners and Guests

Sunday Missals without music are available
and can be found on the back table. These books
contain the Scripture readings for every weekend.

We recommend that you take and keep one
Sunday Missal for your own personal use
throughout the year. Please do not leave them in the
pews. Thank you for your cooperation.




News from Friends & Neighbors

Knights of Columbus

Our regular business meeting for all knights and those interested in joining our council,
11907, is held every third Tuesday of the month at the Parish Center and begins with the
rosary at 7 PM. All meetings are maintained for under two hours. Please join us — we are
always looking for a few more good men to join this Catholic Gentlemen's’ organization.

More events and activities are always being planned! For any further information or
should you wish to contact one of our council members, our current Grand Knight is Kirk
Pomeroy. He can be reached at zipcowed@aol.com

What Sweeter Music: The Polyphony Choir of Magdalen College

The Polyphony Choir of Magdalen College will present a festive concert of sacred music
for Advent and Christmas on Wednesday, December 13, at 7:00 PM at Saint Patrick
Church.

The acclaimed 22-voice ensemble will take you on a musical journey from the season of
hushed waiting to the joyful radiance of Our Lord’s Nativity. Repertoire includes works by
Palestrina, Victoria, Gibbons, Britten, Carter, Rutter, Stopford, and others ranging from the
15" century to the present day. It will be capped off by familiar carols for all present to sing.
This concert is the last stop of the choir’s final tour that is taking place at churches across New
England this December. It is free and open to the public. For more information, please visit
magdalen.edu/concert.

Nashua Regional Penance Service

St. Joseph the Worker Church
West Hollis Street, Nashua, NH

Sunday, December 10 @ 2:00 PM

Many priests from Nashua area parishes will be available to hear
confessions from 2:00 PM onward. This is a great opportunity to
receive the Lord’s forgiveness in preparation for Christmas. People
may choose to make their confessions anonymously or face-to-face.




Catholic
inRecovery

e Do you have trouble letting go of vices that keep you from focusing on God?
e Has your faith walk with Jesus been stalled?
e 12-Step Recovery is about healing from addictions, compulsions, and unhealthy

attachments that lead us away from our God given identity as His children. These
behaviors take our freedom and make us less able to follow God's will.

Come join us for in-person Catholic in Recovery meetings as we form recovery groups to
meet the needs of God’s people.

General Recovery Meeting: St. Patrick Parish Center room #4, Thursdays 1-2pm
-Or-

Virtual meetings found at: www.catholicinrecovery.com/virtual-meeting-schedule

For more information contact Adam D’Entremont by e-mail at
Associate@StPatricksNashua.org or by phone 603-882-2262 opt. #3

gasﬂa, The DAY Café
W @ St. Patrick Parish Center

Wi Main Street, Nashua
Monday-Friday/7:00-9:30 AM
Several parishioners from St. Patrick Parish and other groups offer coffee, light snacks, and

friendship to our neighbors on the street. This happens every weekday from 7:00 to 9:30 AM.

All are welcome. No charge. Please enter through the Main Street entrance and enjoy meeting
your friends.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: If you would like to volunteer with this ministry, please call
the Parish office at 603-882-2262.

Donations of the following items will help keep this gesture of friendly hospitality operating:
Paper Towels, Pre-packaged Snacks
Donated items can be dropped off at St. Patrick’s vestibule before or after Mass.



Praying in Troubled Times

How should Christians pray in times of warfare, terrorism, religious conflict, and
massive displacement of millions? As human beings, we immediately think of ourselves. We
pray that our own homeland will go untouched; and that God will favor us and our allies with
victory. But is this form of prayer worthy of being called Christian?

The Lord, of course, left us with only one prayer: The Our Father. It includes the words,
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” We tend to choke on
these unwelcome words. But the Lord will never block them out. Though the Lord’s Prayer
stands alone as the preeminent prayer, the Church offers us other prayers as well. We find them
in two sections of the Roman Missal: Masses for Civil Needs; and Masses for Various
Occasions. These prayers perfectly reflect the Lord's desires and concerns. Moreover, they also
correct our own mistaken ideas about how God views us and the rest of humanity.

These prayers teach us three key lessons:

1. Our prayerful concern must extend beyond our national borders.

Among several prayers "For the Preservation of Peace and Justice," we find a petition
calling upon God to "form in peace a single family." These specific prayers for the nation and
its principal leader ask that they receive wisdom, integrity, freedom, and prosperity "with
peace." The prayer "For the Progress of Peoples" asks God that "every division be removed,
and equity and justice be established in human society." These prayers reflect the Church's
teaching that the family -- whether the specific household or humankind -- is prior to any
nation-state. As such, concern for the whole always takes precedence over any single part.

2. The prayers stress dependence on God's loving concern, not human power.

The opening prayer for the Mass "In Time of War or Civil Disturbance" asks God to
strengthen our "trust in your protection" so that we "may not fear the weapons of any foe." This
prayer requires very deep faith. After all, do we really believe that God will protect us? Our
fear is the measure of our faith. When fear prevails and generates total reliance on human
power, faith has surely disappeared -- or never existed at all.

3. The prayers frequently require us to admit our own guilt.

Just as the Lord's Prayer includes the confession of "our trespasses," so do many prayers
in the Roman Missal. For example, the fourth prayer "For Peace" asks God "that those in
conflict may forget evil and so be healed." This remarkable statement acknowledges that each
party involved in conflict has at least some evil within itself. This point becomes even more
explicit in the Prayer over the Offerings used at Masses "In Time of War." Here we
beseech God: "Look in mercy on our own evil deeds." Could my "side" possibly be
evil?

These delicately balanced prayers drag us away from an essentially pagan
understanding of the "gods." While Israel understood itself as being the Chosen
People, they also knew that God cared passionately about all humankind. Building
on that crucial insight, Christ formed a community founded on common faith and
original fraternity, not ethnic bloodlines, or ideologies. As such, Christian prayer
always affirms God's universal love and prohibits us from seeking God's

endorsement for our own fallible strategies.

Fr. Michael Kerper
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