December 24, 2023

Saint Patrick Parish

Living Catholic Tradition in Nashua

Mass Schedule

Daily
Tuesday - Friday 12:05 pm
Saturday 8:00 am

Weekend
Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 am
Sunday 9:30 am

Confessions
Saturday 3:00 pm

Sunday 9:00 am
Tuesday - Friday 11:15 am

Office Hours
Monday- Thursday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Friday Closed

Help for those in Need
603-821-5267

Rev. Michael Kerper
Pastor

Rev. John Healey
Priest-in-Residence

Rev. Edmund Crowley
Priest-in-Residence

29 Spring Street, Nashua, NH 03060

603-882-2262
www.stpatricksnashua.org office@stpatricksnashua.org



Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 24, 2023

Mass Intentions

Sunday, December 24, Fourth Sunday of Advent

7:00 AM Priest’s Intentions
9:30 AM Priest’s Intentions
4:00 PM Priest’s Intentions

Monday, December 25, Nativity of the Lord

7:00 AM Priest’s Intentions
9:30 AM Priest’s Intentions

Tuesday, December 26, St. Stephen, 15t Martyr

12:05 PM Jim Sherburne (3" Anniversary)
By the Levesque Family

Wednesday, December 27, Saint John, Apostle
And Evangelist

12:05 PM Roman Buck
By Michelle & Eric Cooney

Thursday, December 28, The Holy Innocents,
Martyrs

12:05 PM For the Health of Three Men
By a Friend

Friday, December 29

12:05 PM Dave, David, Rita, Jason,
Lauren (living)
By Kelly Shimmel

Saturday, December 30
8:00 AM People of the Parish

4:00 PM David Walton & Deceased Members

of Fariz Family
By the Family

SHARING
G®D’S
GIFTS

The Offertory and Poor Box donations
for weekend December 16 & 17 were
not available at time of printing.
They will be published in the
January 7, 2024 bulletin. Thank you
for supporting St Patrick Parish.

Christmas & Flowers
Total Collection to Date $3,067

Immaculate Conception
Total Collection to Date $1,924

Donations for Poor Box
Thank you

All funds are used locally to assist people
who come to us for help.

Parish Staff

Jean Dickson Finance Manager
Sandra Rathbone, Administrative Assistant
Ruth Thompson, Faith Formation
Diane Duffy, Cemetery Director
Adam D’Entremont, Pastoral Associate

Musician
Chris Bord, Organist/Director (9:30 am)

Pre-Planning

St. Patrick Cemetery Office

Serving St. Patrick and Holy Cross Cemeteries, Hudson, NH

Diane Du ffv Consultation

Cemetery Director
603.881.8131

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ~ 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Wednesday ~ 9:00 to 12 Noon, Friday ~ Closed

Located in the Rectory




Parish News and Notes

New Hampshire Catholic Appeal
Weekly Update
December 17, 2023

Goal set by the Diocese
$51,000
Amount Received from our
Parishioners
$46,000
Amount Needed by March, 2024
$5,000

If you have not made your gift yet, please

ﬂdfi/en Z’ use the gift envelope or go online at:

www.catholicnh.org/nhca.

Mass Attendance

Attendance for December 16 & 17 was not available at time of printing. The
attendance will be reported in the January 7, 2024 bulletin.

Fellowship Time Following 9:30 AM Mass

The Knights of Columbus host our “Fellowship Time” on the second Sunday of every
month following the 9:30 AM Mass. The next event will be held on Sunday, January 14.
Please stop by and enjoy visiting with fellow Parishioners.

Missals for Parishioners and Guests

Sunday Missals without music are still available and can be found on the back table. These
books contain the Scripture readings for every weekend.

We recommend that you take and keep one Sunday Missal for your own personal use
throughout the year. Please do not leave them in the pews. Thank you for your cooperation.

Recitation of the Rosary

The Knights of Columbus would like to invite all parishioners to a Recitation of the
Rosary. We will be meeting at the Parish Center at 9:00 AM on Saturday, December 30.
There will be a brief fellowship after for all who can join. This is a great way to end 2023!
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Baptisms

New life continues to flow into St. Patrick’s in the beautiful form of young children who
come to the saving waters of Baptism in our church. In 2023, we administered the Sacrament
of Baptism to 14 children:

Everett Casimer Michalik Joseph & Emily Michalik January 21
Simon James Harned Zachary & Catherine Harned March 25
Thomas Henry Hohensee Douglas & Emily Hohensee April 16
Savannah Lorraine Cento-Gagnon  Jossian & Stephanie Centeno-Gagnon April 16
Caroline Ann Cooney Eric & Michelle Cooney April 16
Emma Rose Valley Joshua & Molly Valley July 2
Maverick Cotto Kenneth & Kerri Ann Cotto July 2

Vera Germaine Schofield John & Mary Schofield July 8
Eleana Marie D’Entremont Andre & Stacey D’Entremont September 9
Zara Rose Martin Joshua & Jean Martin September 17
Luke William Johnson Matthew & Lindsay Johnson September 17
Rose Meagher Matthew & Maura Meagher October 29
Franklin Donald Milisci Michael & Margaret Milisci November 26
Vincent Michael Cartularo Michael & Lynes Cartularo December 29

First Communion & Confirmation
9 children received the Sacrament of First Communion & Confirmation on May 19, 2023.

Michael Wolfgang Branen Son of Malcom & Michelle Branen

Cora DeSousa Daughter of Jonathan & Amanda DeSousa
Patrick Michael Fournier Son of Andrew & Kimberly Fournier
Joshua Matthias Hynes Son of Kevin & Jennifer Hynes

Felicity Kateri Janiak Daughter of Matthew & Stephanie Janiak
Simeon Mboko Son of Olivier Mboko and Marguerite Abwe
Caleb Christopher Moynaghan Son of Brian & Victoria Moynaghan

Luke Francis Phillips Son of Keith and Laura Phillips

Paul Rafael Souders Son of Nicholas and Margaret Souders



Wedding Bells

Since last Christmas the Sacrament of Matrimony was received by 1 couple in our church.
Blessings to each of them as they begin their new life together.

Benjamin Ashon & Katherine Spalding September 16

And please remember our beloved dead from 2023...

Bernice Piercy Felicia J. Flahive Theresa E. Morin
Gerald J. Desmarais Sidney Dehate Dr. James A. Sullivan
Claudia J. Herring Christian A. Santos Robert Stinson

Raymond A. Stauble, Jr. Mary Elizabeth Hall Gloria L. Avril

Linda L. Gauvin Joseph M. Sweklo Francisco Santos Rivera
John D. Gallentine Barbara A. Justason Anthony W. Gaudette, Jr.
Jason Bailey Mary M. Twomey Miranda M. Mainguy
Paul J. Wesinger Charles T. Colletta Benjamin M. Brackett-York
Irene B. Morse William E. Courtemanche Joan Bette Bourk

Barry J. Palmer Charles P. Morse Dawn M. Santos

Earlon L. Williams Anne M. Howorth Rose M Garant
Raymond Wiggett Della Y. Doherty

Prayer Opportunity for Women

The St. Patrick’s Women’s Prayer Group for our Priests meets on the first Saturday of
the month. We welcome all women of the parish and their friends to join us. We begin with
the 8 a.m. Mass, followed by a short reflection, the Rosary, and the litanies of St. Philomena
and St. Joseph. A short time for refreshments, fellowship, and prayer intentions follows in the
Center. Please join us as we pray in community for our parish, our priests, and the universal
church.

If you are a Catholic women interested in joining this ministry, call the Parish Office at
603-882-2262 or email office@stpatricksnashua.org.




A Christmas Scene to Ponder

How do we understand
Christmas. I recently rediscovered a
woodcut [ first saw years ago. Fritz
Eichenberg, a Jewish refugee from
Nazi Germany, created the
astonishing image in 1954. Though a
Quaker, he had many Catholic
tendencies.

Eichenberg’s woodcut has four
layers. In the top layer, we see the
supernatural: an angel, looking
down, In the second layer, we see the
natural world: three shepherds,
animals, and Joseph. In the third
layer we see the fusion of the natural
and supernatural as Mary, the
Mother of God, tightly hugs her new-
born Child.

While the first three layers
exude beauty, peace, and security,
the fourth shows three ugly demonic
creatures with claws, tusks, and ugly
skin.

The presence of these ferocious
and deadly creatures within the Nativity scene tests our faith. We must ask: What will
they do when they wake up? Will the Child and his Mother — indeed all of us! — be
swallowed up by the dragons?

Note the position of Mary, stretched out on a crude wooden platform. I like that her
slight weight and that of her Child together press down, making it impossible for the
dragons to move.

Do we believe that the Mother and Child will persevere? From a worldly view,
they are destined to fail. They lack money, homeland, fangs, and claws. They will soon
depart from the manger, becoming refugees without power and passports, headed for
Egypt, the place that had once swallowed up their ancestors.

What Fritz Eichenberg so brilliantly and lovingly depicted in 1954 still accurately
displays reality. For sure, we have bad news: dragons and monsters still lurk under our
beds. But the Good News cancels it all, for God has become Man, born of Mary, and
together God’s eternal plan will surely unfold.

Fr. Michael Kerper
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See what Mallory’s Army Foundation VRI DESH ARE‘

cowr United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
can do Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
for you! ; www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 « info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send
your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to

to advertise in color,
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John Patrick Publishing
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Do yvou have a favorite
bulletin sponsor or
sponsors?

Supporl the businesses that support
our parish and our local economy!
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Be sure to FOLLOW your favorite ! i
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B deal again! PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE
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969 St. Patrick Parish, Nashua, NH (I) John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net




French
’ﬂ‘ Insurance
Agency

Serving the Area Since 1928 @
Auto e Homeowner's o Renter's
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Pet Urns
On-Site Crematory
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10 Henry Clay Drive
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Mark A. Rivet - Owner
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Family Owned & Operated
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Make a Difference
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VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

Rosaries From Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876
www.rosariesfromflowers.com

(978) 851-9103
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