January 14, 2024

Saint Patrick Parish

Living Catholic Tradition in Nashua

Mass Schedule

Daily
Tuesday - Friday 12:05 pm
Saturday 8:00 am

Weekend
Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 am
Sunday 9:30 am

Confessions
Saturday 3:00 pm

Sunday 9:00 am
Tuesday - Friday 11:15 am

Office Hours
Monday- Thursday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Friday Closed

Help for those in Need
603-821-5267

Rev. Michael Kerper
Pastor

Rev. John Healey
Priest-in-Residence

Rev. Edmund Crowley
Priest-in-Residence

29 Spring Street, Nashua, NH 03060

603-882-2262
www.stpatricksnashua.org office@stpatricksnashua.org



Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 14, 2024

Mass Intentions

Sunday, January 14

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00 AM Deceased Members of Videyko
Family
By Katherine Ennis & Caroline
Kemezys

9:30 AM Major General Roland Lajoie
By Donald Laroche

Monday, January 15

No Mass
Tuesday, January 16

12:05 PM Santiago Shimmel
By the Family

Wednesday, January 17, Saint Anthony, Abbot
12:05 PM Priest’s Intentions

Thursday, January 18

12:05 PM Paul Schaller
By Friends

Friday, January 19
12:05 PM Priest’s Intentions
Saturday, January 20

8:00 AM People of the Parish

4:00 PM Mary K. Sullivan
By the Sullivan Family

SHARING
G®D’S
GIFTS

Contributions
January 6 & 7

Planned Giving
Envelopes $ 2,389
E-Giving $ 3,694
Cash & Checks $1,731
Total Collection $7,814

Christmas & Flowers
Total Collection to Date $11,019

Solemnity of Mary
Total Collection to Date $1,245

Donations for Poor Box
Total Collection $ 322
Thank you

All funds are used locally to assist people
who come to us for help.

Parish Staff

Jean Dickson Finance Manager
Sandra Rathbone, Administrative Assistant
Ruth Thompson, Faith Formation
Diane Duffy, Cemetery Director
Adam D’Entremont, Pastoral Associate

Musician
Chris Bord, Organist/Director (9:30 am)

Pre-Planning

St. Patrick Cemetery Office

Serving St. Patrick and Holy Cross Cemeteries, Hudson, NH

Diane Du ffjl Consultation

Cemetery Director
603.881.8131

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ~ 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Wednesday ~ 9:00 to 12 Noon, Friday ~ Closed

Located in the Rectory




Parish News and Notes

Mass Attendance Presentation on
“Same Sex” Blessings

January 6 & 7

Sunday, January 14
Saturday 4:00 PM = 220

Sunday 7:00 AM =7
Sunday 9:30 AM = 35

10:45 AM
Parish Center

Presented by

Total Attendance = 262 Fr. Michael Kerper

Fellowship Time Following 9:30 AM Mass

The Knights of Columbus host our “Fellowship Time” on the second Sunday of every
month following the 9:30 AM Mass. The next event will be held on Sunday, January 14.
Please stop by and enjoy visiting with fellow Parishioners.

Anointing of the Sick

Every Friday after the 12:05 PM Mass, we offer the Anointing of the Sick. The
Sacrament can be received by people preparing for surgery, recovering, or who suffer from any
serious_disease or infirmity. The Sacrament is administered in front of the Blessed Virgin
Mary altar on the left side of the sanctuary.

Saint Patrick Parish
Monthly Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, January 21

St Patrick Parish welcomes all to come together for the Monthly Pancake Breakfast
on January 21 following 9:30 AM Mass. The breakfast is held in the Parish Center
Rooms 3 & 4. All are welcome, no sign up necessary. The breakfast is scheduled on the 3™
Sunday of the month. This is a great opportunity to share some special time with fellow
parishioners!




New Hampshire Catholic Appeal Weekly Update —1/7/24

Goal set by the Diocese $ 51,000
Amount Received from our Parishioners $ 47,633
Amount Needed by March 2024 $ 3,367

If you would like to make a contribution, please use the gift envelope or go online at:
www.catholicnh.org/nhca.

Winter Parking Reminder & Weather Policy

Please use caution when parking along the north side of the church building during the
winter months. Snow and ice falling from the roof can cause damage to vehicles.

Because of the rectory’s closeness to the church, we do not cancel Mass in snowstorms,
whether on weekdays or weekends. We have a great crew of snow removal workers who keep
the church steps clear and safe. However, please use personal discretion when deciding
whether or not to attend Mass when road conditions are dangerous.

2023 Contribution Statements

FY2023 Statements are in process and will be mailed to contributing parishioners by the
end of January. If you have any questions or concerns upon receipt, do not hesitate to contact
the parish office.

Note on General Intercessions

Now and then people ask questions about the content of the General Intercessions,
also called the Prayer of the Faithful. Here we follow the norms of the General Instruction
of the Roman Missal. The instruction specifies the following standard prayers: for the
needs of the Church; for public authorities; for the salvation of the world; for all who are
oppressed by any need; and for the local community. By their very nature, these prayers
express the Church’s concern for all humanity, not a specific group. In times of natural
disasters, wars, and other calamities, a specific situation may be mentioned but as an
exception not as a rule.

As baptized people, God empowers us — alone or with others — to offer prayers for
the specific needs of others. These prayers, of course, already flow through the
Eucharistic Sacrifice in a generic way, but everyone — even groups — can lift up their
private intentions apart from the liturgy. As a priest, I get requests to remember specific
intentions at Mass. I generally honor those requests silently not publicly except when |
discern that mentioning a name may console a person.




Diocesan News

For all engaged couples currently experiencing marriage formation in their parish, please
join us for an Online Engaged Couple Course. Throughout the course, experienced Catholic
couples will be there to support you and to share their stories as you continue your journey
toward marriage and family life in Christ. The course is structured around Ascension

Press’ Joy-Filled Marriage program, which will further familiarize you with the Catholic
understanding of marriage and marital spirituality.

Sessions run on weekday evenings from 7-8:30 PM. The 2024 session dates for the
January/February course are: 1/30, 2/1, 2/6, 2/8, 2/13 Virtual. Additional sessions are
scheduled in March and April and can be found on the Diocese website. The registration fee is

$175 and includes a keepsake marriage formation box containing specially curated resources for
engaged couples of the Diocese of Manchester.

For more information and to register, please contact your parish office. After

registering, you will receive the Zoom meeting link. Registration deadline is January 23,
2024. Only a few spots left.

Gt The DAY Café
W @ St. Patrick Parish Center

W y Main Street, Nashua
]@&/ Monday-Friday/7:00-9:30 AM
Several parishioners from St. Patrick Parish and other groups offer coffee, light snacks, and

friendship to our neighbors on the street. This happens every weekday from 7:00 to 9:30 AM.

All are welcome. No charge. Please enter through the Main Street entrance and enjoy meeting
your friends.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: If you would like to volunteer with this ministry, please call
the Parish office at 603-882-2262.

Donations of the following items will help keep this gesture of friendly hospitality operating:
Paper Towels, Pre-packaged Snacks
Donated items can be dropped off at St. Patrick’s vestibule before or after Mass.




Fr. Kerper’s Homily Notes for January 14, 2024

Gospel: John 1:35-42

Many times, we think of Jesus as “Teacher/Rabbi,” a man who speaks the absolute truth
and hands it on to his audience clearly and without question or curiosity. When we study the
Gospel, however, we see that the Lord usually uses a very different technique. Rather than
giving answers, he asks questions. We see this in today’s gospel. The Lord senses the presence
of two men. Suddenly he turns around, stares at them, and pops a question: “What are you
looking for?” They cannot answer and so he responds with another question: “Where do you
live?” Many perhaps would have responded with specific information about a residence. The
Lord, however, does nothing of the sort. Instead, he says, “Come and see.” He does not hand
on mere information. Rather, he invifes these two men — surely strangers! — into his dwelling
place.

Have we ever invited total strangers into our houses? Probably not. After all, when we see
the interior of a person’s house, we view the interior of the person himself. Looking around
quickly, we suddenly see signs of wealth or poverty, tidiness or chaos, solitary or communal
existence. One glimpse speaks volumes.

What went on in the Lord’s dwelling place? Perhaps they slept together on a bare floor.
Maybe the Lord made a meal for them, as he did after his Resurrection. Maybe they gazed at
one another in complete silence. Who knows? One thing we know for sure: the honorific title
“Rabbi” — the term used by the two disciples — does not adequately describe who Jesus is.
Indeed, he departs from the standard arrangement of Rabbi/Student and moves toward
Friend/Friend. St. John, more than anyone else, emphasizes this astounding shift. St. John
quotes the Lord: “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have
made known to you.”

This understanding of Jesus primarily as our friend frequently meets resistance. After
inviting two strangers into his dwelling place, Jesus says nothing explicit about dogma or law.
Rather, his teaching occurs through his own self-revelation, not primarily through words.

Of course, our Church has a long history of uttering many words without much friendship
among us and the Lord. Consider the Eucharist. We have constantly repeated the dogmatic
vocabulary — transubstantiation, substance, accident, and so on — without teaching us how to
recognize the Lord’s living presence within other people.

Ten years ago, Pope Francis drew on a homily by Pope Benedict who distinguished
between proselytizing and evangelizing — words vs. real presence: “It is not by proselytizing
that the Church grows, but by attraction.” Those who proselytize endlessly debate secondary
matters; those who evangelize simply imitate the Lord’s “style,” thereby drawing people into
the Lord’s sweet presence. The first is easy. The second is very difficult.

Fr. Michael Kerper
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