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Sunday, December 4, 2022 
Second Sunday of Advent 

We must be good stewards of God’s gifts to us, 
receiving them gratefully and cultivating them with care, 
lest we be the ones about whom John the Baptist 
speaks today, cautioning us, “Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

 Prayers for the Week 

• Father, give me the evangelistic zeal of a 
missionary. 

• Father, send someone into my life to call me to 
repentance. May I go to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation as soon as possible. 

• Father, allow me to carry others in my heart until 
Christ is formed in them. 

• Father, give me Your kind of Christmas comfort. 

• Father, beginning this Advent may I have Your 
strength for everything. 

• Father, “thoroughly wash me from my guilt and of my 
sin cleanse me” 

• Lord, if I don’t die to self, I’ll miss out on Christmas 
again and I’ll never love You. I repent. 

Welcome to Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
Whether you are just visiting or are new to Jefferson 
City, we welcome you to Holy Trinity Catholic Church!  
People often attend Mass at a parish for months or even 
years without officially registering.  Parish registration 
simplifies the process for the planning and preparation 
of baptisms, weddings, funerals, and for serving as 
sponsor or godparent for a sacramental candidate.  
Parish registration can be easily accomplished by 
contacting the parish office.  (We also need your help in 
keeping our records current.  Whenever there is a move, 
birth, death, or marriage in your family, please notify the 
parish office.) 

Confessions: 

•    Saturday afternoons 4:15 - 4:45 p.m. 

•    Heard upon request with appointment. 

 CCD Class Times (In Trinity Hall): 
• Pre-School thru 6th:  9:00 - 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

• Grades 7th thru 12th: 7:00 - 8:15 p.m. Wednesday 

Meetings: 
• CCW: 2nd Monday March-May and Sept-Dec at 7pm 

• Knights of Columbus: 4th Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

• Bible Study: Every Wednesday after 9:00 am Mass 

• AA meetings Sundays in Trinity Hall at 6:00pm 
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Readings for the Week of December 4, 2022 
Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Rom 15:4-9/ 
Mt 3:1-12  
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/              
Lk 5:17-26   
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/          
Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/ 
Mt 11:28-30  
Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 
11-12/Lk 1:26-38    

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19  

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16,            
18-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

 

Practicing Faith – Advent Wreath 

Question: What’s the story behind the Advent wreath? 
Answer: Each season in the liturgical calendar comes with 
its own local and regional rituals. During the Advent 
season, wreathes adorn church sanctuaries and family 
dining room tables. You may have said Advent wreath 
prayers in childhood or taken a turn lighting the candles. 
The Advent wreath is full of symbolism about Christ and 
his coming at Christmas. The wreath is made of evergreen 
boughs, reminding us that the life of grace doesn’t falter 
with the changing seasons. It always remains fresh and 
new. Similarly, a circular wreath reminds us of the eternal, 
never-ending nature of God’s love. Candles remind us that 
Christ is the light of the world, the One who “shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” We use 
four candles to represent each week of Advent. 
Traditionally they come in the liturgical colors of the 
season. Purple has historically represented penance and 
sacrifice. We see the same color for the season of Lent. 
On the third Sunday of Advent, however, we light a rose 
color. The priest will wear rose vestments at Mass. This is 
Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin. On 
the third Sunday of Advent, we’re roughly halfway through 
the season. The Church chooses the midpoint to remind 
us to celebrate in the midst of our anticipation! Whatever 
the color and whatever the day, the Advent wreath is a 
beautiful practice to focus our attention on Christ’s coming 
at Christmas.    ©LPi 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mass December 8th will be at 9am & 6pm in the 

Parish Life Center.  

Remember this is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

PENANCE SERVICES IN OUR AREA: 
• December 6th at 7pm – St. Michael’s (Erwin)  

• December 13th at 6pm – St. Mary (Johnson City) 

• December 15th at 6pm – St. Henry (Rogersville) 

• December 20th at 7pm – St. Dominic (Kingsport) 

Gospel Meditation: Encouraging Deeper 

Understanding of Scripture-Second Sunday 

of Advent 2022 - For six years I lived with a priest from 
Iraq. His hospitality was amazing. Every single 
morning, he would greet me with gracious words and 
a friendly tone. “Father, good morning! It’s good to see 
you, my friend!” He never stopped doing it, even 
though we lived in the same house for years. It was 
remarkable, and I never forgot it. It’s not easy to 
welcome those we live with, is it? Familiarity, grudges, 
resentments, fatigue, and distractions gunk up our 
daily interactions. Saint Paul says in Romans 15:7, 
“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” How has 
Christ welcomed us? With mercy, tenderness, joy, and 
above all, love … not because we deserve it, but “for 
the glory of God.”  
New year challenge: This morning, how did you greet 
the first three persons you encountered? If you’re like 
me, it was a bit routine, token, and love-less. I invite 
you this week to increase the love with which you greet 
people — especially if you see them every day. 
Instead of saying, “Hey” try “Good morning, beautiful.” 
Instead of “Hi” try “It’s really good to see you, how are 
you?” and so on. Above all, greet them with love. 
That’s how the Lord welcomes us.   

 Father John Muir  ©LPi 

The first Mass at Holy Trinity 

was held December 7th, 1996.  We have 
been greatly blessed by God throughout 

the years.  Holy Trinity thrives because of our 
parishioner’s willingness to give of their time, talent 
and treasures.  We are grateful to our new 
parishioners who continue to help us serve the needs 
of Holy Trinity.  Please keep our parish community in 
your prayers. 

Congratulations to Christopher & Jenny Withem on 

their 15th Wedding Anniversary December 1st 

CALLING ALL WOMEN 

PARISHIONERS (aka CCW 

Members) JOIN US for our annual Advent Party on 

Monday, December 12th at 6:00pm at Owen’s 
Restaurant.  Tickets are $30 per woman and  
include unlimited soft drinks, tossed salad, choice of  
(3) meats, green beans, roasted potatoes w/carrots 
and your choice of (3) desserts.  Please contact  
committee chair Rose at 434-760-1975 or email 
rosecola23@gmail.com to sign up by December 5th. 
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Weekly Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Saturday December 10th 

5:00pm 

   Sunday, December 11th 

10:30am 
Deacon Matt Pidgeon  Deacon Jim Prosak 

Lector Bonita Giedrycz  Lector Linda Bonner 

Servers Andy Ladner  Servers  Emery Richards 
 

Eucharistic  
Ministers 

Karen Booker 
Polly Freund 

 Eucharistic 
Ministers 

 Joyce Haigh 
 Frank Longo 

Holy Trinity Parish Stewardship  

Attendance for 5pm 7pm 10:30am  
11/27/2022                             130   61          146  

Envelope and Offertory Collections  

Weekly Month-to-Date w/Vanco  

Collection: $     3,490 Collection:           $ 26,434  
Fixed Expense: $     6,349 Fixed Expense: $ 25,394   
Difference: $    (2,859) Difference: $   1,040  

 

 

Knights of Columbus general meeting will 

be on Tuesday, December 13th at 7pm in 
Trinity Hall. 

Thank you to all the Cantors who 

gave of their time and talent to lead the 
songs for Mass in November.  What 

wonderful blessings our cantors have received. 

THANK YOU to all Lectors who gave 

of their time in November to read the first 
(Old Testament) and second (New Testament) 
readings to our congregation during Mass. 

Everyday Stewardship – Recognize God in 

Your Ordinary Moments - How Much Is 

Enough I’ve got some great news for some of you: 
Jesus Christ doesn’t care what name you bear. He 
doesn’t care where you were born, and he doesn’t care 
what your family tree looks like. He doesn’t care where 
you grew up or where you went to school. I’ve also got 
some bad news for some of you: See above. It’s so 
easy to take our salvation for granted. The mercy of 
God makes it so. Look at John the Baptist — he was 
pouring water on everybody who wanted it. Everybody 
but one group: those who expected it. Those who 
thought it was a given because of who they were, 
because of what they were. Those who had no intention 
of doing the work of repentance. Sometimes, because 
God is so faithful, we make the mistake of forgetting that 
He is also just. I am baptized, we think. I made my First 
Communion, and I was Confirmed. That’s enough. I 
went to Catholic school. I know all the Ten 
Commandments and I can tell you anything you want to 
know about the Popes. That’s enough. I’m on parish 
council. I put money in the basket, and I volunteer. 
That’s enough. None of it is enough. It would never be 
enough. And before we look upon the Pharisees and 
Sadducees with too much judgment, we need to 
remember: the work of repentance is ongoing. It is a 
process that we must commit to within ourselves, 
continuously. God is the missing element to this 
equation. He is the one who raises children to Abraham 
from the stones. If we rely only on our own abilities, our 
own merits, our own offerings, it will never be enough. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS    ©LPi 
 

Rediscover the joy in preparing for Christmas by 

signing up at https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-

advent-ever for daily videos during Advent. 

 

First 
Saturday 
Dec. 3rd 

Adoration 
10:00am – 11:00am 

Saturday 
Dec. 3rd 

Mass at 5:00pm 
For Jennifer LaMonte by Ed Zawacki  

Saturday 
Dec 3rd 

Mass at 7:00pm 
For Parishioners by Fr. Andres Cano 

Sunday 
Dec. 4th 

 

Mass at 10:30am 
 For Hans & Margaret Eck by Ed Zawacki 

For Evelyn Arnold+ by Doug & Donna Ibbetson 

Tuesday 
Dec. 6th 

NO MASS 
 

Wednesday 
Dec. 7th 

NO MASS 
 

Thursday 
Dec. 8th 

 

Mass at 9:00am 
For Jackie Crupi 
Mass at 6:00pm 

For Nicholas LaMonte by Jenn Lamonte 

Friday 
Dec. 9th 

NO MASS 
 

Saturday 
Dec. 10th  

Mass at 5:00pm 
For James Clark+ by Dennis & Rosemary Clark 

For Ed Zawacki by Helen LaShier 

Saturday 
Dec. 10th   

Mass at 7:00pm 
For Parishioners by Fr. Andres Cano 

Sunday 
Dec. 11th 

 

Mass at 10:30am 
For Omar & Luz Duites by Ed Zawacki 

For Don & Tammy Miller by Ed Zawacki 
 + Denotes that a person is deceased 

 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever


The 2023 Calendars are now available in 

the narthex on the table by the gift shop. 

Retirement Fund for Religious 

Collection is next weekend Dec. 10th & 11th.  

This collection assists religious institutes in 
providing for the retirement needs of senior 

religious priests, brothers, and sisters. The fund also helps 
religious institutes plan and manage their retirement needs 
and programs.  Please be generous in helping to care for our 
priests and religious who dedicate their lives to caring for us. 

THANK YOU to all the Sacristans who 

gave of their time in November to prepare the 
altar for the Celebration of the Most Holy 

Eucharist.  What a priceless gift they each received. 

Don’t Forget!  Jerusalem Gifts will be here 

next weekend Dec. 10th & 11th.  Come browse 
and do some Christmas shopping. 

Food Pantry—Thank you for your 

contributions to our monthly collection 
of food.  Your gift of food helps those 

in need at the Dandridge Food Pantry.  

Poinsettias - A tradition at Holy Trinity is for 

parishioners to purchase a poinsettia(s) in 
honor of, or in memory of a loved one.  The 
poinsettias are used to decorate the sanctuary 

during the Christmas season.  Cost of the poinsettia is 
$15 each.  There are printed envelopes in the narthex, 
and you can put your check or cash in one and fill the 
front out.  Please be sure to mark your check or envelope 
with poinsettia if you don’t use a preprinted envelope. 

Year-end Charitable Giving: Your year-end 

charitable donation must meet the following 
requirements.  #1) the check must be dated 2022, Then 
#2) if you mail your check or hand your check into the 
church office, or collection basket, the check must be 
turned in on or before December 27, 2022.  Thank You. 

Let’s Welcome our newest  

parishioners in October: 

Cynthia Harrison 

            Tyler Jackson 

“Mary, who is the Virgin Most Pure, is also the Refuge 

of Sinners.  She knows what sin is, not by the experience 

of its fall, not by tasting its bitter regrets, but by seeing 

what it did to her Divine Son.”    Venerable Fulton Sheen                        

Second Week of Advent 
Father, in the wilderness of the Jordan 

you sent a messenger to prepare people's 

hearts for the coming of your Son. Help me to hear 

his words and repent of my sins, so that I may clearly 

see the way to walk, the truth to speak, and the life 

to live for Him, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Birthday presents for Jesus--you can 

present Jesus with these birthday gifts during Advent: 
Volunteer at church; Volunteer at a food pantry; Thank 
someone, Thank God for anything; Talk to a cashier, 
mentioning their name; Tell someone you love them; 
Surprise someone with a cake or casserole; Offer to 
babysit; Smile all day to everyone you see; Be kind to 
anyone that does you a service; and Call or send a 
note to someone who is sick. 

Advent Prayer for 

"Shopping during Advent"  
Dear God, as I look through my gift 

shopping list, I hold up to you each person listed on it. 
Slowly, one by one, I ask that the fire of your abundant 
love burn within each of them.  I pray that the gift I find 
for each person will bring joy into that life.  But, help 
me to keep a balance this season, Lord.  Let me keep 
my buying in perspective, not to spend more than I 
need to or can afford.  Let me not give in to the 
pressures of this world and not equate love with 
money spent.  Let me always remember the many, 
many people who have so much less in material 
things. And finally, loving God, help me to find time in 
the frantic moments of each day to become centered 
on you.  Walking through a store, riding on the bus, 
hurrying down a street: let each of these times be 
moments when I can remember your incredible love 
for me and rejoice in it.  

Operation Christmas Child 
Through your kind expression of generosity, 
Holy Trinity collected 74 shoeboxes for needy 

children around the world showing God’s love in a real & 
unmistakable way. With each shoebox packed & 
distributed we are helping to spread the good news of 
Jesus Christ. Thank you to all those who supported this 
worthwhile project! 

 


