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Sunday, December 11, 2022 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Each of us has his or her own role to play in the coming 
of the kingdom of God.  John the Baptist was called to 
be the herald of the Messiah, preparing the way of the 
Lord.  To what is the Lord calling me? 

 Prayers for the Week 

• Father, may this Advent and my life’s work follow in 
the tradition of Elijah and John. 

• Father, change my heart to humbly receive whatever 
You wish to give me. 

• Jesus, during Advent prepare us to be full of Life this 
Christmas, for You are the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. 

• Father, each moment, may I gratefully “take refuge 
in the shadow of Your wings.” 

• Father, “Your kingdom come, Your will be done.”  
May I lay down my life for the Gospel. 

• Father, may I look to You for love, not to the world. 

• Father, I repent of disobeying the Third 
Commandment. 

Welcome to Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
Whether you are just visiting or are new to Jefferson 
City, we welcome you to Holy Trinity Catholic Church!  
People often attend Mass at a parish for months or even 
years without officially registering.  Parish registration 
simplifies the process for the planning and preparation 
of baptisms, weddings, funerals, and for serving as 
sponsor or godparent for a sacramental candidate.  
Parish registration can be easily accomplished by 
contacting the parish office.  (We also need your help in 
keeping our records current.  Whenever there is a move, 
birth, death, or marriage in your family, please notify the 
parish office.) 

Confessions: 

•    Saturday afternoons 4:15 - 4:45 p.m. 

•    Heard upon request with appointment. 

 CCD Class Times (In Trinity Hall): 
• Pre-School thru 6th:  9:00 - 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

• Grades 7th thru 12th: 7:00 - 8:15 p.m. Wednesday 

Meetings: 
• CCW: 2nd Monday March-May and Sept-Dec at 7pm 

• Knights of Columbus: 4th Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

• Bible Study: Every Wednesday after 9:00 am Mass 

• AA meetings Sundays in Trinity Hall at 6:00pm 
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Readings for the Week of December 11, 2022 
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10/Jas 5:7-10/ 
Mt 11:2-11  
Monday Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/ 
Jd 13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47  
Tuesday Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23/ 
Mt 21:28-32  
Wednesday: Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and  
10,11-12, 13-14/Lk 7:18b-23  
Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 3b/ 
Lk 7:24-30  

Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8/Jn 5:33-36 

Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/ 
Mt 1:1-17  

Practicing Faith – Strengthening Faith 

Question Our prayer group is discussing ways we can 
change and strengthen our faith.  What one thing could we 
change that would have the greatest impact on our faith? 
Answer: A famous coach once said that when the team is 
in trouble and things aren’t going well, go back to the 
basics; when the team is winning and things are going 
well, go back to the basics!  Any renewal program, faith 
development, or spiritual growth effort has to start with the 
basic core of what it means to believe.  If the foundation is 
not strong, the house will not stand.  So if you work on one 
thing, begin with the idea that God is love, who loves us 
and calls us to love one another.  If we really take that 
belief to heart, it changes how we see God, ourselves, and 
one another.  It would change how we pray, how we treat 
others, and how we understand and live our own life.  Our 
sense of mission and purpose will be more focused on 
God’s plan and our role in it.  Love is the core of faith, the 
goal of life, and the hope of heaven.  Whatever we do to 
strengthen and deepen our faith will begin and end with 
love.    ©LPi 

The St. Nicholas Party was a wonderful success!  

Thank you to Deacon Jack and Sandy Raymond and the 
volunteers for all their hard work to create this wonderful 
day for us!  Getting to learn about St. Nicholas and 
playing games was enjoyed by all the children.  Also 
receiving gifts and the door prizes were a big hit. 

This weekend is Gaudete Sunday.  The rose 

color is used on the third Sunday 
of Advent, representing a growing 
sense of joy and preparation for 
Christmas.  Gaudete means “to 

praise or celebrate”.  In his 2014 Gaudete Sunday 
homily, Pope Francis said that Gaudete Sunday is 
known as the “Sunday of joy”. 

 

Gospel Meditation: Encouraging Deeper 

Understanding of Scripture-Third Sunday of 

Advent 2022 - For about a month I was consistently 
feeling annoyed by the people around me.  A friend 
challenged me to simply notice my internal judgments 
against others throughout the day.  Quickly I “heard” 
my internal voice saying things like: “He’s so lazy.”  
“She’s weak and self-centered.”  “He’s arrogant.”  
“They are so stupid.”  And so on.  To have those 
thoughts was one thing.  But I was choosing them and 
quietly agreeing with them.  They perhaps protected 
my fragile ego, but it fueled my frustration.  My friend 
invited me to commit to refuse to agree with those 
judgments, and I felt much more at peace.  The Bible 
says, “Beloved, do not grumble against one 
another, so that you may not be judged.”  (James 
5:9).  That word — “grumble” — beautifully describes 
what I was doing: quietly judging the inner character of 
people in my life.  Of course, we judge actions and 
ideas all the time.  So, we must.  But the grumble-
judgment is about persons.  It is never loving and 
always isolates and attacks.  Happily, we don’t have to 
waste that precious spiritual energy because Jesus 
alone is the judge of each person. 
New year challenge: This week, I challenge you to do 
what my friend asked me to do: notice your internal 
judgments about those around you (perhaps also those 
on tv, social media, etc.), and then to refuse to agree 
with the judgments.  Ask Jesus to help you resist those 
unloving judgments.  It’s not easy, but you’ll be amazed 
at the peace that comes when Jesus liberates you from 
grumble-judgments. 

 Father John Muir  ©LPi 

Congratulations to Ken & Raissa Symington on 

their 20th Wedding Anniversary December 14th 

During this Advent season as we celebrate the 

new relationship between God and his people, may 
that be mirrored in our renewed relationships with 
spouses, children, family and those near and dear to 
us.  May we speak tenderly to each other amidst all 
the rush of the season and transform the shopping 
days until Christmas into the true Advent of Christ. 

 



 Weekly Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Saturday December 17th 

5:00pm 

   Sunday, December 18th 

10:30am 
Deacon David Oatney  Deacon David Oatney 

Lector Andy Ladner  Lector Karin Collins 

Servers David Cornell  Servers  Grant Arnold 

Eucharistic
Ministers 

Marlene Holt 
Sharon Jurkonie 

 Eucharistic 
Ministers 

 Bill Bonner 
 Linda Bonner 

Holy Trinity Parish Stewardship  

Attendance for 5pm 7pm 10:30am  
12/04/2022                             105   54          146  

Envelope and Offertory Collections  

Weekly Month-to-Date  

Collection: $     6,769 Collection:           $   6,769  
Fixed Expense: $     6,349 Fixed Expense: $   6,349   
Difference: $        420 Difference: $      420  

The 2023 Calendars are now available 

in the narthex on the table by the gift shop. 

 

Knights of Columbus general meeting 

will be on Tuesday, December 13th at 7pm in 
Trinity Hall. It has been moved up due to the holidays. 

Everyday Stewardship – Recognize God in 

Your Ordinary Moments - The Season That 

Gives Back - I don’t have anything left to give.  You 
can’t pour from an empty cup.  All I do is give.  Who is 
giving to me?  Raise your hand if these thoughts have 
ever run through your head.  I’m sure they occur to all 
of us from time to time.  We can become so easily 
depleted by the fast pace of life and whatever vocation 
God has called us to, whether that’s parenthood, a 
demanding professional career or the caretaking of 
friends and family (or as so often happens, a hybrid of 
all three).  Many of us also undergo certain seasons — 
seasons of the year, but also seasons of life — that 
seem to sap us of energy and leave us totally empty.  In 
these times, it seems impossible to continue in the 
spirituality of Everyday Stewardship.  Graciousness, 
mindfulness, prayerfulness, gratitude, accountability — 
maintaining some semblance of these characteristics in 
our daily life feels not only overly optimistic, but totally 
impossible.  The Church gives us certain liturgical 
seasons that are meant to fill us up, almost like spiritual 
pit stops.  Advent is one such season, and the Scriptural 
passages we reflect on at Mass during these four 
weeks are filled with images of nature defied.  We see 
the dry steppe blooming.  We see the weak made firm.  
We see the frightened made strong.  We see the lame 
walk.  We see the Virgin give birth.  If you think you don’t 
have anything left to give this Advent, think again.  This 
is the season of miracles when what we thought was 
depleted brings new life. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS    ©LPi 

Rediscover the joy in preparing for Christmas by 

signing up at https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-

advent-ever for daily videos during Advent. 

PENANCE SERVICES IN OUR AREA: 
• December 13th at 6pm – St. Mary (Johnson City) 

• December 15th at 6pm – St. Henry (Rogersville) 

• December 20th at 7pm – St. Dominic (Kingsport) 

“The Lord is loving unto man, and swift to 

pardon, but slow to punish. Let no man therefore 

despair of his own salvation.” 
St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

 

Saturday 
Dec. 10th 

Mass at 5:00pm 
For James Clark+ by Dennis & Rosemary Clark 

For Ed Zawacki by Helen LaShier 

Saturday 
Dec 10th 

Mass at 7:00pm 
For Parishioners by Fr. Andres Cano 

Sunday 
Dec. 11th 

Mass at 10:30am 
For Omar & Luz Duites by Ed Zawacki 

For Don & Tammy Miller by Ed Zawacki 

Tuesday 
Dec. 13th 

Mass at 9:00am  
For Austin Bonner by Sharon Aisbarro 

Wednesday 
Dec. 14th 

Mass at 9:00am 
For Pradham Family by Stephanie DeFeo 

Thursday 
Dec. 15th 

Mass at 9:00am 
For Stacey Kandas by Renee` Armar 

Friday 
Dec. 16th 

NO MASS 
For Toni Lososso+ by the Giardiello Family 

Saturday 
Dec. 17th  

Mass at 5:00pm 
For Pat Duda+ 

For Diana Laarz+ by Ron & Anna Laarz 
For Doug & Karen Little by Ed Zawacki 

Saturday 
Dec. 17th   

Mass at 7:00pm 
For Parishioners by Fr. Andres Cano 

Sunday 
Dec. 18th 

Mass at 10:30am 
For Morrill & Franceschini Family 

by Hal & Trish Morrill 
For Tim & Andrea Jarnagin by Ed Zawacki 

 + Denotes that a person is deceased 
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Poinsettias - A tradition at Holy Trinity is for 

parishioners to purchase a poinsettia(s) in 
honor of, or in memory of a loved one.  The 
poinsettias are used to decorate the sanctuary 

during the Christmas season.  Cost of the poinsettia is 
$15 each.  There are printed envelopes in the narthex, 
and you can put your check or cash in one and fill the 
front out.  Please be sure to mark your check or envelope 
with poinsettia if you don’t use a preprinted envelope. 

Year-end Charitable Giving: Your year-end 

charitable donation must meet the following 
requirements.  #1) the check must be dated 2022, Then 
#2) if you mail your check or hand your check into the 
church office, or collection basket, the check must be 
turned in on or before December 27, 2022.  Thank You. 

Third Week of Advent 
All-powerful God, increase our strength of 
will for doing good that Christ may find an 
eager welcome at his coming and call us to 

his side in the kingdom of heaven, where he lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Empty Manger:  Each child may have his or her 

own manger, or there may be one 
manger, for the whole family.  The 
idea is that when acts of service, 
sacrifice, or kindness are done in 
honor of Baby Jesus as a birthday 
present, the child receives a piece of 

straw to put into the manger.  Then on Christmas morning, 
"Baby Jesus" is placed in the manger.  Encourage your 
children to make Jesus' bed as "comfortable" as possible 
through their good deeds.  In the process, explain Christ's 
incomparable self-gift at Christmas and Easter that 
enables us to be part of God's family. 

Advent Prayer for "When it's hard to slow 

down" - Loving God, the days are drawing close to the 

birth of your son. There is a lot we still need to "do" but 
help us to simply "be" and to slow down and savor these 
days.  You know the anticipation we feel.  Help us to 
deepen that sense and to allow it to build in our hearts.  
We are grateful for this great gift of your son in our lives.  
Continue to offer us the gentle nudge of your grace so we 
cherish that gratitude in the busy-ness of our days, and let 
it move us to be more generous to those around us. 

“If you are humble nothing will touch you, neither 

praise nor disgrace, because you know what you 

are.”                          Saint Mother Teresa 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Official 

Catholic accounts state that on the morning 
of December 9, 1531, a native American 
peasant named Juan Diego saw a vision of 
a maiden at a place called the Hill of 
Tepeyac, which would become part of Villa 
de Guadalupe, a suburb of Mexico City.  

Speaking to him in his native Nahuatl 
language (the language of the Aztec empire), the 
maiden identified herself as the Virgin Mary, "mother of 
the very true deity" and asked for a church to be built at 
that site in her honor.  From her words, Juan Diego then 
sought out the archbishop of Mexico City, Fray Juan de 
Zumárraga, to tell him what had happened.  The 
archbishop instructed him to return to Tepeyac Hill and 
ask the lady for a miraculous sign to prove her identity.  
The first sign she gave was the healing of Juan's uncle.  
The Virgin also told Juan to gather flowers from the top 
of Tepeyac Hill, which was normally barren, especially 
in December.  Juan followed her instructions and he 
found Castilian roses, not native to Mexico, blooming 
there.  Juan arranged the flowers in his tilma , or cloak, 
and when Juan Diego opened his cloak before 
archbishop Zumárraga on December 12th, the flowers 
fell to the floor, and on the fabric was the image of the 
Virgin of Guadalupe. 

Significance of Gold, Frankincense & 

Myrrh: The Magi presented Jesus with 

gold, frankincense and myrrh.  These gifts 
were very prophetic for they spoke of our 
Lord's offices of King, Priest, and Savior.  

Gold: This carries obvious significance.  It's precious and 
worthy across all cultures and times.  It's a gift fit for 
royalty.  It says to the Christ child, You are a King.  
Frankincense: Ancient people burned frankincense, 
believing it to carry their prayers to heaven.  Its use as 
incense illustrates His role as our Priest.  Myrrh: The 
Egyptians made it famous in Biblical times, having 
acquired myrrh about the fifteenth century B.C. from 
Africa.  It was used in incense, perfumes and holy 
ointments, but its most notable use to them was that of 
an embalming material, used in Egyptian mummies.  As 
an embalming ointment, it signified that Jesus was born 
to die for the world.  In fact, Myrrh was one of the burial 
spices of Jesus (John 19:39). 
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