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	Welcome to the first Pentecostal Church!   We are the parish but more importantly the Church, capital “C,” of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  We are the Church of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Almost 1900 years before the Pentecostal movement began in Protestantism, we were Pentecostal, filled with the Holy Spirit, animated by the Holy Spirit, worshiping the Holy Spirit, guided by the Holy Spirit, bearing the gifts of the Holy Spirit, exhibiting, we hope, the fruits of the Holy Spirit, counseled and comforted by the Holy Spirit.  As Catholics we are Baptized in the Holy Spirit, Confirmed in the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  In the Sacrament of Penance, of Confession, we are told by the priest that God, having reconciled the world through the Son, sends the Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of our sins.  We are Pentecostal.  We cannot be Christians without the Holy Spirit for he animates us.  We cannot evangelize without the Holy Spirit.  We cannot be without the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit gives us the breath of life.
	Breath, wind, is a repeated sign of the Holy Spirit, but it is not just a sign.  God the Holy Spirit breaths life into us.  In Genesis God breathed into Adam’s nostrils and made him a living being.  The Hebrew word is “ruah.”  It means spirit but at its base it means wind, air, breath.  “Ruah.”  The first thing Jesus did after his resurrection was to go to the Apostles and breath on them, giving them the Spirit and commissioning them to forgive sins.  
	We see other representations of the Holy Spirit:  a tongue of fire, water.  But I think the wind, the breath is more pertinent to us in our lives.  Despite the fireworks of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit comes to us in a very quiet way in our lives.  God’s action is most often gentle, hardly perceptible at first, a breath not a gale.  Invisible and subtle is how we experience the Holy Spirit.  Which means we have to listen carefully, spend time in prayer.  St Paul says the action of the Holy Spirit in the Church as like the soul, invisible and subtle.
	Mary, who was in the Upper Room with the Apostles after Easter can serve as our example.  She was there praying, mothering them if you will, teaching them about her life with Jesus.  This is where they probably heard about the Annunciation, the flight to Egypt, finding Jesus in the Temple.  No doubt she told them of how the angel Gabriel told her she would be overshadowed by the Holy Spirit, all the things she had contemplated in her heart.  She was, no doubt, preparing them to receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
	And so in our lives we should be like Mary:  prayerful, meditative, contemplative, being open to the Holy Spirit, listening for him and to him.  If we truly want the Holy Spirit in our lives we need that time of prayer and meditation or we will miss what he has to say for us, we will not know what he wants us to do in our lives and with our lives.  We need to spend the time.  Take the time; hear the whispering breath of the Holy Spirit.  
	
