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Dear Visitation Parents/ Guardians,  
 
As we are preparing for our Thanksgiving Day with family and friends and hopefully a table full of plenty we 
remember that this Sunday is the 1st Sunday of Advent. Amid all of the difficulties we face, the Advent Season is 
still my favorite time of year. It is a time of reflection and preparation for family to get together, a time of 
preparation, and remembering those we love.  

 
Advent is also so much more than that. Advent is an opportunity to look back and prepare to celebrate the day 
when Christ was born and came among us. It is also an opportunity to look forward to the future when He 
comes again in glory. Advent helps us to understand the love of God through the gift of faith, as Jesus cares for 
us and walks with us during Advent and always.  
 
This Sunday, place an Advent wreath in your home and prepare for Jesus by saying prayers each night/week 
with your family.  The first candle is lit this Sunday. Even 3 Hail Mary’s is a beautiful tradition for each candle. 
 
Advent Prayer for this Sunday - Dear Lord, please allow me to embrace Advent in the way the Church intends:  
as a way to prepare for Your arrival. May everything I do–every gift I send, every party I attend, every meal I 
share–remind me to prepare space in my heart for You. Amen. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to our Home School Association for a successful  
Vendor Fair! So much work went into this event. Many thanks to Mrs. Chap and so many more who worked 
tirelessly on this event. Vendors were surprised it was our first one because it was so well organized. 
When we all work together great things happen! 
 
From Mrs. Chap: “I wanted to thank each one of you for all of your help in making our first annual vendor sale a 
success.  The office staff was always available to answer any questions we had. Mrs. Drew thank you for believing 
in us.  I have to give a special thank you to Christine.  She never left my side and we worked together every step of 
the way from scoping out vendor fairs to learn the ins and outs of putting on a successful event to our late nights 
chats about how to advertise.  Nina Bucher was a phenomenal MC who kept the crowd entertained for five hours, 
which is no easy task.  Last but not least, a big thank you to the class of 2023.  They ran the kitchen as if it was their 
own restaurant.  I received many compliments from the crowd about their excellent manners, which makes are 
school look good.  They even cleaned the kitchen afterwards without being told to do so!” 
 
 
The HSA would like to extend a huge thank you to all of our current eighth graders as well as Visitation Academy 
alumni who helped throughout the weekend to ensure that the first annual vendor fair was a smashing success! 
 
 Thank you to: 
 Zachary Costa,  Sharbel Attieh, Charles Burkowski, Ethan Ditchfield- Agboh, Vanshawn Ting 
 Abigail Twomey, Isabella Estanislao, Lexi Banting, Tessa Prall, Gianna Weill,  Lily Chap, Angelica Alummootil 
  
Visitation Alumni: 
 Ian Chap,  Xander Bucher, Devon Coutinho, Maggie Twomey, Angelica Banting,  Anabella Martino 
 



 
 

                          
 
 
Just a few Reminders and Announcements... 
 
Report Cards Trimester 1 (T1) ends this week. The parent portal will be locked on Monday, November 28 at 3pm 
for teachers to begin completing report cards. It will reopen on Wednesday, December 7 for parents to view 
them. If you have not done so, please be sure to sign into the parent portal this week to view your child's 
current grades and attendance information, before the portal closes on the 28th. 
 
MAP Growth Fall Testing Results for Grade 2-8 students were sent home via your child's backpack last week in a 
sealed envelope addressed to parents. The Student Progress Report provides a summary of your child's 
performance on the tests.  If you have not received the report for your child, please contact the school office. 
 
Events coming up! 
 
Breakfast with Santa – December 10th 
Early Childhood Christmas Concert - December 13th 
Christmas Concert grades 1-5 – December 14th 
Santa’s Secret Sale - December 16th 
 
I am always available by phone during school hours at 201‐262‐6067 or email at 
principal@visitationacademyparamus.org, and I will promptly respond to your questions or concerns. 
 
With the holidays approaching, many exciting events are being planned. Please read the Newsletters and check 
your emails for all correspondence! 
 

 I am Thankful for all of our Visitation Families! Let us continue to work and pray as a family… 

Mrs. Drew  
 
 



 
 

Many many thanks to the generosity of all our families! The Table of Plenty Food Pantry was 
over-joyed with our donations! You have truly made less fortunate families very happy!  
Praise God! 
 

                           
 

                            
 

 



 

 

Thanksgiving Prayer Service 
 

We Pray for our Children 
Adapted from Ina J. Hughs 
  
We pray for our children, 
Who sneak popsicles before supper, 
Who erase holes in math workbooks, 
Who can never find their shoes. 
And we pray for those who stare at photographers from behind barbed wire, 
Who can't bound down the street in a new pair of sneakers, 
Who were born in places we wouldn't be caught dead, 
Who never go to the circus, 
Who live in an x-rated world. 
 
We pray for children who bring us sticky kisses and fistfuls of Dandelions, 
Who hug us in a hurry and forget their lunch money. 
We pray for those who never get dessert, 
Who have no safe blanket to drag behind them, 
Who watch their parents watch them die, 
Who can't find any bread to steal, 
Who don't have any rooms to mess up or to clean up, 
Whose pictures aren't on anybody's dresser, 
Whose monsters are real. 
 
We pray for children who spend all their allowance before Tuesday, 
Who throw tantrums in the grocery store and pick at their food, 
Who like ghost stories, 
Who shove dirty clothes under the bed and never rinse out the tub, 
Who get visits from the tooth fairy, 
Who don't like to be kissed in front of the carpool, 
Who squirm in church and scream in the phone, 
Whose tears we sometimes laugh at and whose smiles can make us cry. 
And we pray for those whose nightmares come in the daytime, 
Who will eat anything, 
Who have never seen a dentist, 
Who aren't spoiled by anybody, 
 who go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep, 
Who live and move, but have no being. 
 
We pray for children who want to be carried, 
And for those who will never walk, or see, or hear, or learn, 
And for those we will never give up on 
And for those who don't get a second chance. 
For these are our children. 
We pray for them. We pledge our commitment to care for them. 
We gladly accept responsibility for them. 
We will make our world a safe home for them. 
We will love them. 
Amen. 



 

                                            
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                      
 

Technology Classes News... 
The Ozobot Robots we ordered in June finally arrived last week! Our 3rd-grade students were excited to use 
them!  What are Ozobots? Ozobots are little robots that use sensors to follow lines and read color codes made 
with markers.   
 
The 3rd grade students used color codes to navigate the Ozobot through a  Gratitude Party Map! They worked  
in groups and each member took a turn writing something they are grateful for on the map. Then each member 
took a turn using markers to fill in color codes of their choice from the coding chart. The students were thrilled 
to see how their coding worked as their Ozobots moved, changed directions, and "danced." Some groups even 
combined code sheets together to keep the little robot moving! 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

5th Grade students reviewed how to evaluate websites before using them for research projects.  
They looked at websites with the top-level domains: .edu, .com, gov, and  .org  Then, they learned to  

check a website's About page, and locate the date the website was last updated to determine the  
website's content and reliability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

7th Grade students Created a paper circuit light-up Thanksgiving card using a coin cell battery, copper tape and 
LED. In doing so they learned the elements of a circuit and were able to identify each element they used as the 
Power Source, Connector, and Load.   
 
 

                                     
 

                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

                           EMAIL SUSAN GUERRA WITH ANY QUESTIONS! Susanellen.johnson@gmail.com 

Start earning towards your fundraising obligation the easy way with the new mobile app: RaiseRight by 
ShopWithScrip . The new mobile app, RaiseRight by ShopWithScrip, is simply the right way to fundraise. Shop gift 
cards from more than 750 top brands to earn on your daily purchases. Anytime you want, anywhere you go. 

 

Get the app: https:// Registration Code: 737978D5112L4 

New to the School or the RaiseRight Program? -‐‐ Here is short video on how it 
works: https://youtu.be/MKV_BXUWIm8 
Turn your shopping list into fundraising 
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