
  

Blessings  
 
My brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
 

These are certainly very challenging times!  At the direction of Archbishop Vigneron and Governor Whitmer, 
we at Holy Name are striving to be in full conformity with the best and most reasonable health practices to 
minimize the spread of the Coronavirus.  I trust that by now all of you are familiar with the schedule in place 
from now until at least April 5th and the related protocols regarding the Sacraments.  I review them here 
briefly: 
 

Daily Mass is livestreamed from the Church (with no one present) Monday through Saturday at 12:00 noon.  
Sunday Mass is livestreamed at 10:00 am.  These livestreamed Masses can later be seen through the parish 
website as a YouTube video.  My fourth and final Lenten presentation for the series “The Way of Healing” 
will be on Sunday, March 22nd at 4:00 pm through livestream.  The presentation and related question and 
answer on the Two Popes will be also via livestream on March 31st at 7:00 pm. 
 

We are allowed to celebrate funerals but for groups less than 50 people and no communion may be distribut-
ed.  The same restrictions apply for weddings.  Baptisms are by arrangement and again the family group 
would need to be less than 50.  There are no group baptisms on the first Sunday of April.  The Sacrament of 
Penance can be celebrated by appointment; simply call the office and I will be happy to accommodate you. 
The Church is open for people to pray from 7:30 am – 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.  We are not permitted to distribute Communion apart from Mass.  In our Catholic 
tradition we have “spiritual communion,” in which we try to align our mind and heart with the all-
encompassing presence of the Lord Jesus.  Whether in prayer, at home or in the Church, we can spend quiet 
time with the Lord and pray for the well-being of His Body, the Church throughout the world, especially all 
those impacted by the Corona Virus. 

****** 
Many insights have come to me over the past few days as we live with this health crisis and its impact on our 
ability to celebrate our faith in the usual manner.  First of all the whole epidemic reminds us of the impact of 
every person’s actions: there is truly a ripple effect of all of our thoughts, words and deeds on the rest of the 
human family.  The common good of all can be impacted for better or for worse based on the behavior of 
each person.  Such is the story not only of viruses but also of sin and grace.  Secondly, I have come to a new 
appreciation of the significance and timely value of social media.  Going into a certain confinement and  
isolation highlights the rich possibilities of “virtual presence” through use of livestream and the internet. 
 

While “real presence” of physical proximity to one another has always been a vital part of the life of the 
Church, in these days we realize that it is still possible to be “Church” in ways that go beyond our normal 
process for gathering, celebrating and sharing.  We are a very tactile people and one of the ways we express 
our faith is through the “kiss of peace” and a readiness to shake hands and to give each other a reassuring hug 
or touch.  It is difficult to set aside these natural ways of expressing affection and support. 
 

Not being able to celebrate the Eucharist together and not being able to receive in communion are great  
sacrifices for all of us.  But this limitation is a good reminder of the many places in the world where the  
Eucharist is not accessible on a regular basis.  Consider also people in nursing homes, prisons and jails who 
do not have the privilege of frequent reception of the Holy Eucharist. 
 

The theme for our parish this year has been “Living the Eucharist.”  We are actually “Living the Eucharist” 
in a very “existential” way: that is, we are embodying the sacrificial love of Jesus Christ in our daily lives as 
we accept the limitations of the current situation and as we strive to be vessels of the Lord’s healing love and 
support for one another.  When we cannot actually celebrate the Eucharist together, we are challenged all the 
more to put the Eucharist into practice by letting the sacrificial and healing love of Jesus flow through us to 
others. 
 

We are challenged to “become” Eucharistic in our thinking and action.  We are living what is called the 
“paschal mystery” that is, our daily share in the Death/Resurrection of Jesus Christ, an event and mystery that 
we celebrate in every Eucharist and that we live every day of our lives as we unite our pain and struggle to 
the story of the Church at the present moment and the needs of the whole world as well.  The life, death and  
 

Continued on page 4... 
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RUMINATIONS 
In the first reading (1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-133a) the Lord told 
Samuel to go to Jesse of Bethlehem to anoint one of his sons 
king. When Samuel saw Eliab he thought this was the Lord’s 
anointed but the Lord told Samuel not to judge by the appear-
ance of his lofty statute because He had rejected him. For not 
as man sees does God see; man sees by appearance but God by 
the heart. In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before 
Samuel. Samuel told Jesse that God had not chosen any of 
them. He asked, “Are these all your sons?” Jesses replied that 
there was still the youngest who was attending the sheep. Sam-
uel told him to send for him. He was a ruddy youth handsome 
to behold and splendid in appearance. The Lord said, “There – 
anoint him, for this is the one!” Then Samuel anointed David 
and from that day on the spirit of the Lord rushed upon him. 
Something to Think About: 
At God’s direction Samuel had anointed Saul as the first King 
of Israel. However, Saul became embolden and assumed the 
authority of a priest. Thus he lost favor with God. Now God 
directs Samuel to secretly anoint one of Jesse’s sons the king. 
God’s choice is not done by appearance but by looking into the 
heart. Most of us were not the smartest, the most handsome/
beautiful, the tallest, the strongest, the most athletic, etc.; as a 
result when we were growing up we were not always the first 
to be chosen on a team of peers. All of us can take solace in 
the knowledge that God does not judge us by our appearance. 
May our hearts always be open to Him.  
 

In the second reading (Eph 5:8-14) Paul says that while once 
they were in the dark they are now in the light of the Lord. 
Live as children of the light for it produces goodness, right-
eousness, and truth. Learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take 
no part in the fruitless works of darkness; rather expose them 
for the shameful things they do in secret. Everything is ex-
posed in the light for everything becomes visible in the light. 
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will 
give you light.” 
Something to Think About: 
By right of our baptism we have become children of the light. 
We have the ability to overcome the forces of darkness. We 
are children of our heavenly Father and we are provided super-
natural graces to become like Him (like Father, like son/
daughter). This is God’s gift to us; we need only respond. It 
also means the we identify and expose the shameful things 
done in the darkness around us, particularly for the people for 
whom we are responsible. It is the way we have learned what 
is light and what is dark; it is also the way that they will learn 
as well. 
 

In the gospel (Jn 9:1-41) Jesus passes by a man who was blind 
from birth. His disciples asked if it was that man or his parents 
who sinned that cause the man to be born blind. Jesus an-
swered that it was neither he nor his parents but rather it is so 
that the works of God might be made visible through him. He 
said that night was coming but while He was in the world, He 
was the light of the world. He then spat of the ground and 
made clay with His saliva. He smeared it on the blind man’s 
eyes and told him to go wash in the pool of Siloam. He did so 
and came back able to see. His neighbors asked if he was the 
man who used to sit and beg. Some said it was; others it was 
someone who looked like him. He said I am he. They asked 
how his eyes were opened. He told them what Jesus had done 
and what He told him to do. They asked where is He? He said 
he did not know so they brought him to the Pharisees and told 
them the story. The Pharisees said that this man is not from 
God because He does not keep the Sabbath. They asked how 

can a man be sinful and do such signs? They asked the former 
blind man what he thought. He said Jesus was a prophet. Now 
the Jews did not believe the man so they summoned his parents 
and asked if he had been born blind. They acknowledge he was 
their son and had been born blind but did not know how he 
could not see. They said, “Ask him, he is of age.” They were 
afraid because the Jews had agreed to expel anyone from the 
synagogue who acknowledged Jesus as the Christ. Then they 
told the man to give the praise to God for they knew Jesus was 
a sinner. He replied, “If he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing 
I do know is that I was blind and now I see.”  They asked him 
to retell the story of his cure. He asked them if they wanted to 
also become His disciples. They replied that they are disciples 
of Moses, but they do not know where Jesus is from. The man 
replied, “This is what is so amazing, that you do not know 
where He is from, yet He opened my eyes. We know that God 
does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout and does His will, 
He listens to him… if this man were not from God, He would 
not be able to do anything.” They respond, “You who were 
born totally in sin, and are trying to teach us?” They threw him 
out. When Jesus heard of this, He found him and asked if he 
believed in the Son of Man? The man answered, “Who is he, 
sir, that I might believe in him?” Jesus said, “You have seen 
Him, the one speaking with you is He.” He said, “I do believe.” 
Jesus said, “I came into the world for judgment, so that those 
who do not see might see and those who do see might become 
blind.” The Pharisees said that He surely did not mean that they 
were blind. Jesus responded, “If you were blind, you would 
have no sin; but now you are saying “We see” so you sin  
remains. 
Something to Think About: 
1. Jesus does not cure the man and then tell him that therefore 
he ought to believe in Him. Rather He asks the man if he be-
lieves in the Son of Man. The former blind man asks Jesus to 
show him who the Son of Man is that he might believe. Jesus is 
alive and working in our lives each day but He is not in the 
flesh to ask us if we believe in Him. We must ask the question 
of ourselves. He does not force us to believe. The desire to  
believe in Him must come from our hearts. 
2. We see in this gospel the kind of person Jesus is. When the 
religious leaders of the day expel the man from the community, 
Jesus seeks the man out. Jesus does not abandon anyone. Today 
Pope Francis seeks to dialogue with the divorced and remar-
ried, active homosexuals, lost and abandoned Catholics. While 
such people might feel abandoned, God is still looking for 
them. 
 

To Remember During a Pandemic (Modified from the internet) 

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those 
whose lives are at stake. May we who have no risk factors  
remember those who are the most vulnerable. May we who 
have the luxury of working from home remember those who 
must choose between preserving their health or paying their 
rent. May we who have the flexibility to care for our children 
when their schools close remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips remember those that have 
no place to go. May we who are losing our margin money in 
the stock market, remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those 
who have no home. During this time when we cannot physical-
ly wrap our arms around each other may we find ways to  
become the loving embrace of God to others.  It is time to 
count our blessings!                                                 
           Deacon Mike McKale                                      
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Readings for the Week of  
 March 22, 2020 

 
 
 

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Lent 
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-3a,  
3b-4, 5, 6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41 or Jn 
9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

Monday Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop 
Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a 
and 13b; Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;  
 Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday Solemnity of the Annunciation of 
 the Lord 
 Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10,  
 11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23;  
 Jn 5:31-47 
Friday Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 

and 23; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12;  
 Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; 

Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 or Jn 11:3-7, 
17, 20-27, 33b-45 

 
Jennifer Davis 
Patrick Doonan 
James Douglas 
Carol Dunn 
Cecilia Ferraz 
Ralph Fischi 
Dennis Fitzpatrick 
Eileen Fountain 
Mary Francis 
Rory Frantz 
Marge Fredericks 
Luisa Giddings 
Alicia Gillette 
Gordon Gilliatt 
Diane Guappone 
D. Brian Hicks   
         O’Neill 
David Hillestad 
Mary Hodges 
Joseph Hupfel 
Ted James 
Sherron Jenkins 
Diane Kasunic 
Casie Kreinbrink 
Cita Kriebel 
Kerry Kurowski 
Dale Korx 
Lucia Lehman 
Rose Marie Longe 
Dan Majewski 
Phyllis Marek 
Annalise Marks 

Amy Marie Allen 
Dave Ardanowski 
Wm Michael James 
              Anthony  
Sally Barnds 
Andrew Barth 
Marcia Bergemann 
Patty Berger 
Rob Binge 
Kelly Bone 
William Brennan 
Pam Burbott 
Catherine Burke 
Basima Caronis 
John Caronis 
Catherine Chatas 
Michael Chisholm 
Brenda Claus 
Terrence Clougherty 
Clare Connelly 
Charles Connery 
Freddie Corrigan 
Rosanne Cotant 
Gil Cox 
Winnie Crain 
Charlene Cusick 

Mandy Meckstroth 
Catalina Mejia 
Herb Meyer 
Michele Meyer 
Barbara McKnight 
Chuck Miller 
Michael Moran 
Sid Murdock 
Katherine Murphy 
Molly Myers 
Valerie Parisi 
Keira Parsell 
Matthew Prentice 
Edward Riedesel 
Tom Rowley 
Barbara Schmitz 
William Schramm 
Jordan Scerbo 
Armena Selfridge 
Anna Stevenson 
Ed Szczerba 
Carol Thrasher 
Cheryl Timlin 
Clara Wasylik 
Charles R.White 
Mary B Whiting 
Jack Zapytowski 
 
 

 

Tuesday, March 31 at 7:00 pm 
 
NOTE:  In accordance to the directives of the 
AOD regarding COVID-19, this lecture will be 
LIVESTREAMED ONLY.   (www.hnchurch.o ) 

 
 

resurrection of Jesus Christ has changed the world forever.   We 
are the recipients of that gift and the messengers of that gift to 
others. 

****** 
This weekend is called Laetare Sunday – the Latin for “rejoice!”  
The joy referred to by this Latin verb is the joy that comes as the 
fruit of loving service.  It is not necessarily the joy of something 
we can attain or hold onto but it is a joy that is the result of  
forgetting ourselves and focusing on the gifts and needs of  
others.  This is certainly an appropriate theme for our considera-
tion this year as we live through these times of anxiety.  We need 
spiritual joy! 
 

This year on the Fourth Sunday of Lent we hear another long 
Gospel from St. John, the story of the man born blind (John 9).  
This man represents all humankind: in a very real sense, we are 
born with a sort of spiritual blindness that is removed through 
the waters of baptism and through the touch of the Lord and His 
anointing.  This gift of spiritual vision evolves in stages for all of 
us; like the man born blind we come to an ever deeper under-
standing of the Lord Jesus who is constantly healing us if we are 
open to His touch and presence.  In the story of John 9, the man 
who is healed has to eventually accept expulsion from the  
Synagogue because he has openly spoken of Jesus as the Christ.  
The man born blind therefore stands as an enduring challenge to 
defend our faith and to speak more confidently and openly about 
Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. 
 
 

...from page 1 

Continued on page 5... 
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630 Harmon St., Birmingham, MI 48009 
Phone: 248-646-2244 
Fax: 248-646-2286 
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Pastor: Rev. Msgr. John P. Zenz 
Weekend Assistant: Rev. Ted Munz, SJ 

Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Michael J. McKale 
Principal: Mrs. DeAnn Brzezinski, x100 

Director of Faith Formation: Mrs. Meg Eib, x400 
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4:00 pm Mass Music Director:   
Mr. Brian Leduc, bleduc@hnchurch.org 
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Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Diane Evey, x300 
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Finance Council:  Mr. Chuck Hessler ---------------- 248-879-8647 
Christian Service Commission:   
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Education Commission:  Mrs. Karen Wilson ------- 248-642-2005 
Worship Commission:  Mr. Pat Nichols ------------- 248-217-5382 
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 Seed Foundation:  Mr. Robert Toal --------------- 248-644-4931 
 Parent Service Organization (PSO): 
  Mrs. Nancy Fullerton------------------ 773-294-3453 
Faith Formation:  --------------------------------------- 248-642-4130 
 Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday, 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
         Friday by appointment 
 Class Hours:  Preschool-Grade 1, Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
      Grades 2-5, Monday 4:45-6:00 p.m. 
      Grades 6-8, Monday 7:00-8:15 p.m. 
Hurricane Club:  Mr. John Sanger ----- john@commerciallg.com 
Ushers Club:  Mr. Chris Bolton ------------------------ 810-919-1515 
Knights of Columbus:  Mr. Steve Johnston--------248-540-4876 
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D   I   R   E   C   T   O   R   Y 

 

Sunday Mass Schedule:  
  Sunday - 10:00 a.m. Livestreamed 
Daily Mass Schedule: Monday through Saturday - 12:00 p.m.
         Livestreamed at www.hnchurch.org 

 
 

Were it otherwise, this weekend we would have been celebrating 
the Anointing of the Sick at all the Masses and we would have 
been praying with and for the people in the RCIA process.  This 
weekend, they would have experienced a series of questions 
called “scrutinies” in which they were asked to profess their ever
-deepening faith.  We would also have anointed them with the 
Oil of Catechumens.  Let us not lose sight of those who are in 
the final steps of preparation for the Easter Sacraments! 
 

Let us continue to pray with and for one another as we live 
through these days of adjustment to a simplified lifestyle and 
many health anxieties and the need to endure isolation and lone-
liness.  May we remain close to each other through our prayer 
and through the gift of the internet! 

 
Your brother in the Lord, 

Msgr. John P. Zenz 

 
 
 

 
 
Monday, March 23, 2020 
12:00 pm Mass Parishioners of Holy Name Parish 
Tuesday, March 24, 2020 
12:00 pm Mass +Margaret Good 
   By:  Diana and Jim Mack 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 
12:00 pm Mass +Diane Kowaleski 
   By:  Pam and Larry Kolasa 
Thursday, March 26, 2020 
12:00 pm Mass  + Marcel Tanghe 
   By:  Irene and Rick Tanghe 
Friday, March 27, 2020 
12:00 pm Mass +Christopher Dundon 
   By:  Family 
Saturday, March 28, 2020 
12:00 pm Mass + Sheila Becker 
   By:  Angela Ciarkowski 
  +Dr. James and Mary Donna Ryan 
   By:  Ryan Family 
  +Anna and John Doran 
   By:  Family 
Sunday, March 29, 2020 
10:00 am Mass  +Dave Maiorana 
   By:  Lafferty Family 
  +Margaret Anne Godfrey 
   By:  Parishioners of Holy Name 
  +Margaret Good 
   By:  LaVonne and Troy Yaldo 
    and Susan 
  +Alba Weir Blaine 
   By:  Bob Kupfer 

Liturgical Intentions 
for online LiveStreamed Masses 

… from page 4 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, 
I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament 
I love you above all things and I long for you in my soul 
Since I cannot receive you sacramentally, come at least  
spiritually into my heart  
As though you have already come I embrace you and unite  
myself entirely to you. 
Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 
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50 W. Big Beaver • Suite 150
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

Phone: 248-540-0120
Fax: 248-540-0108

Elizabeth Ross
Agent

2525 S. Telegraph Rd. Suite 106
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

Life’s a combination of good days and bad. 
I have your back for both. And who has 
my back? The company more people have 
trusted for 90 years.
CALL ME TODAY.

Bus: 248-641-8200
elizabeth.ross.g4id@statefarm.com

Holy Name Parishioner

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company,
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL1616040

(248) 566-3525

4401 W. 13 Mile Rd.
Royal Oak, MI 48073

Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy

Timothy Wiater, DPT, OCS, MBA, CKTP • Jeannette Wiater, PT, DPT

Parishioners

www.miorthorehab.com

JANITORIAL SUPPLIES • CHEMICALS • EQUIPMENT • WIPING CLOTHS
4325 Delemere, Royal Oak www.ezellsupply.com

248-549-5990

RON EZELL
Maintenance Consultant

PARISHIONER
ron@ezellsupply.com

LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE

www.mjdul.com
248.644.3410

MICHAEL J. DUL
& ASSOCIATES, INC

Parishioner
Landscape Architects for Holy Name Campus

 • Hot Water Tanks
• Toilets

• Sewers & Drains
• Sump Pumps

• Faucets
24 Hour Service

$20.00 OFF
any plumbing work

all about
plumbing

248.542.7850

Michael
Sbrocca

248.709.9119

msbrocca@maxbroock.com
www.sbroccarealty.com

ASSOCIATE BROKER
TOP PRODUCING REALTOR
HOLY NAME PARISHIONER

One Rosary a Day For Life
Pray a rosary daily to end abortion. Be a prayer-warrior in the Army of Prayer

Michael Dean Law Office
Michael Dean
Counselor at Law
Holy Name Parishioner

248-914-0699 
www.michaeldeanlaw.com
michael@michaeldeanlaw.com

CRIMINAL LAW
FAMILY LAW

PROBATE LAW

Poe Law Building, Suite 26
25487 Woodward Ave
Royal Oak, MI 48067

325 N. Old Woodward • Ste 320, Birmingham, MI 48009
 www.cranbrookfinancialpartners.com

Cranbrook
F INANCIAL  PARTNERS

of

© 2017 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC

248-540-7331
Al Sickinger, AiF®

Sr. Vice President, Wealth Management
Financial Advisor

Ace lAndscAping
lawn care & snow Removal
Ferndale, MI • 248-548-5570
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