
In the first reading (Wis 12:13, 16-19) the author states 
that there is no other god beside the Lord who cares for 
all so He has no need to show He has unjustly condemn. 
God’s might is the source of His justice. He can be lenient 
because He has mastery over all things. He shows His 
might when His power is disbelieved. He rebukes 
temerity in those who know Him. He judges with 
clemency and governs with lenience although He is the 
master of might. He taught His people by example that 
the just must be kind. He gave hope to His children that 
He would permit repentance for their sins. 
 
Something to Think About: 
1. The Book of Wisdom was written by a Jew only some 
60 years before the time of Christ. He was most probably 
living in Alexandria Egypt and his purpose in writing was 
to help Jews maintain their faith while living among 
Hellenistic culture and philosophies. In this section of the 
Book the author is inviting his readers to recognize a 
pattern that occurred during the Exodus in which Israel 
was blessed and Egypt was deterred or punished. In this 
passage he reminds his readers and us of God’s tolerance 
and merciful patience. For example, God used 10 signs or 
plagues to persuade the Egyptians to let the Hebrews go 
when He had the power to destroy them in an instant. 
God taught the Jews and us to be forbearing. 
 
2. It is part of human nature to make distinctions, 
discriminate, and disparage others in order to make 
ourselves appear to be better. We like to measure the 
worth of others by assessing their weaknesses. This often 
includes such things as separating ourselves from others 
because of their moralitiy, different ideas, social customs, 
manners, and looks. God does not engage in such 
practices but loves all of His creation. He has absolute 
power to effectuate His will; He cannot be coerced by any 
of His creation. He does not concern Himself with 
negative assessments of His character by mere humans. 
We Christians who are His children are challenged to curb 
our human tendencies and imitate our Creator. 
 
In the second reading (Rom 8:26-27) Paul states that the 
Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness. We do not know 

how to pray but the Spirit intercedes for us with 
inexpressible groanings. God who searches the heart 
knows the intention of the Spirit because He intercedes 
for the holy ones according to God’s will. 
 
Something to Think About: 
1. At the time of our baptism we received the Holy Spirit 
who came and made His dwelling within us. He knows us 
through and through. He knows us better than we know 
ourselves. He knows which graces we are in most need 
of. He is a person within the Blessed Trinity so He also 
knows the mind and will of the Father. He not only knows 
the Father’s will, He is the wisdom of God. He is the love 
between the Father and the Son and He shares that love 
with each of us. He is in a far better position to ask the 
Father on our behalf for those things in which we are 
most in need of. All He needs is our permission. Even 
when our prayer is on que and we feel a real connection 
with God, the Holy Spirit can still pray on our behalf much 
better than we ever could. And when our prayer is dry, 
He can step in and set things right. All He needs is our 
permission. All we need to do is to tell Him to pray for us 
and the graces will flow. 
 
2. When someone asks us to pray for them, it is good to 
stop for a minute and ask the Holy Spirit what we should 
pray for. What does God will in this particular case or 
circumstance. Perhaps the person asked for a physical 
healing but God wants that person’s sufferings to bring 
about a healing in the family. Or perhaps instead of a 
physical healing the person is in more need of a spiritual 
healing. Perhaps an evil spirit is causing a particular 
problem. Perhaps there is a lack of forgiveness that is 
causing the problem. Or there might be many other 
iterations of causation that are possible. The problem is 
that we don’t know what we should pray for. So the best 
approach is to first spend some time asking the Holy 
Spirit how we should pray for the person that has asked 
us to pray for them. The chances are that the Spirit will 
inspire us to go in the proper direction and we will see 
God operating in the life of the person for whom we 
prayed. 
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In the gospel (Mt 13:24-43) Jesus proposed another 
parable to the crowd. The kingdom of heaven is like a 
man who sowed good seed in his field. While everyone 
was asleep an enemy sowed weeds all through the wheat 
and left. When the crop grew so did the weeds. The 
householder’s slaves ask whether he had sown good seed 
and asked where the weeds came from. He answered 
that an enemy had done this. They asked if they should 
pull the weeds. He told them no because they would also 
uproot the wheat. He told them to let them grow 
together until harvest, then collect the weeds in bundles 
for burning and gather the wheat into the barn. 
He proposed another parable to them. The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field. It is the 
smallest of all seeds yet when it is grown it is the largest 
of plants. It becomes a bush that the birds come a dwell 
in. 
He spoke another parable to them. The kingdom of 
heaven is like yeast that a woman mixed in three 
measures of flour until the whole batch was leavened. 
Jesus spoke these parables to the crowd to fulfill what 
had been said through the prophet: “I will open my 
mouth in parables, I will announce what has lain hidden 
from the foundation of the world.” 
After He dismissed the crowds, He went into the house 
where the disciples asked Him to explain the parable of 
the weeds. He explained that the sower is the Son of 
Man, the field is the world, and the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom. The weeds are the children of 
the evil one and the enemy is the devil. The harvest is the 
end of the age and the harvesters are angels. Just as 
weeds are collected and burned in fire so shall it be at the 
end of the age. The Son of Man will send the angels to 
collect all who caused others to sin and all evildoers. They 
will be thrown into the furnace where there will be 
wailing and grinding of teeth. The righteous will shine like 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears 
ought to hear. 
 
Something to Think About: 
1. Jesus explains that the kingdom of God is like the 
landowner who allows the weeds to grow with the good 
seed until harvest time. Then they will be separated and 
the weeds will be burned and the wheat will be gathered 
into the barn. This parable shows God’s mercy toward 
those who have turned from evil. He allows time for them 
to repent and become good. We can see this bear fruit in 
the scriptures. Matthew was a tax collector who cheated 
his neighbors before converting and becoming an apostle 
and an evangelist. Mary Magdalene and the woman 
caught in adultery were spared for their harlotry and 
became loving woman. Peter was not condemned 
immediately for having denied Christ and became head of 
the Church. Saul was given time to repent after 
collaborating in the murder of Stephen and when on to 
bring salvation to the gentiles. God is also forbearing 

punishment for each of us. All humankind has fallen short 
of the glory of God. All are in need of His mercy. 
Remember in the end it is not the number of sins that 
one has avoided (although sin ought to be avoided and 
repented from) nor is it the number of prayers one has 
said on their knees or the masses he or she attended 
(although we ought to pray on our knees and attend 
mass), it is on the love we have shown to the least of our 
brothers and sisters that we will be judged. Doing God’s 
will (thus avoiding sin), repenting of our sins, praying and 
offering ourselves to God at mass, all ought to lead us to 
want to love our brothers and sisters more. 
 
2. The parable of the mustard seed shows that the 
kingdom of God appears at first to be the smallest of all 
seeds, it grows to emerge as the biggest of bushes. Jesus 
uses this image to show how the kingdom will grow. Even 
in times of drought that we might find ourselves in now 
when, for example, fewer people are attending mass God 
is working in a way that will lead to something even more 
grand. God’s will shall not be stopped. 
 
3. In the third parable a woman mixes a little yeast into 
60 pounds of dough and it makes it all rise. This parable 
also points to an inconspicuous beginning that causes a 
lot of change. God’s word in us can produce change that 
we ourselves could never think of or imagine. 
 
4. In the explanation of the parable of the good seed and 
the weeds we are warned not to expect great increases in 
numbers or immediate success when we “Unleash the 
Gospel.” Ultimately the conversion of sinners is the work 
of the Holy Spirit. Our work is to act according to God’s 
will and lay the foundation for people to convert. The 
results are God’s. 
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