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Be Perfected 

Today’s Gospel has the famous (and challenging) saying 

of Jesus: “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is 

perfect.”  The saying makes more sense when we realize 

that in the original Greek it literally says “Be (made) 

perfect…”  (i.e. passive voice).  We are to let God make 

us perfect or “complete” as He is. 

We tend to think of perfection in terms of moral 

behavior (being without fault) but in the Greek, 

perfection has to do with reaching our goal, the process 

of fulfilling our potential.  We become “perfected” as 

we strive to develop all our gifts and talents and help 

others to do the same.  Perfection in the Scriptural sense, 

therefore, is about a community or family growing 

together in harmony. 

Here’s something different: spend some time 
playing with a puzzle - assembling and re-
assembling the pieces to experience the 

process of being made perfect.   
Each and every piece is essential; as with  

the puzzle, so with life. 

Saturday, first week of Lent 
Saturday, March 12, 2022 
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A Glimpse of Glory 

Jesus enjoyed a special bond 

with Peter, James and John: 

these three had a privileged 

glimpse of Jesus in glory on the 

Mount of Transfiguration 

(today’s Gospel).  They would 

also be with Him on the Mount 

of Olives as He prayed in 

agony.  Very likely Jesus 

wanted to prepare them with a hint of His ultimate glory 

before they saw Him in the process of dying.   

The Lord usually works in much the same way with 

each of us: we enjoy moments of light and insight but 

for the most part we walk by faith, hoping for the next 

ray of light.  We live in between sunshine and shadow, 

knowing and not knowing, feeling God’s warmth and 

experiencing dryness and emptiness in our prayer.  We 

need to find comfort in this rhythm and trust that 

eventually we will see the Lord face-to-face. 

This scene also focuses on the voice of the Father who 

tells the Apostles to listen to Jesus.  God makes Himself 

known to us through His Word.  Christ Himself listened to 

His Father and teaches us to be in a genuine conversation 

with the Father at all times.  Sound and light, hearing and 

seeing go together in a complimentary manner. 

Spend some quiet time  
listening to the Father and looking upon the  

transfigured glory of Jesus. 

Second Sunday of Lent 
Sunday, March 13, 2022 
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Compassion Without Limit 

Last Friday, we heard Matthew’s version of Jesus’ 

teaching “be perfect as your Father is perfect”; today we 

hear from Luke who changes the adjective “perfect” to 

“compassionate” or “merciful.”  God’s compassion is 

limitless; we are only human and often experience 

“compassion fatigue.”  But with openness to God, His 

compassion can flow through us and thereby 

compliment our limited abilities.   

In this series of short sayings Jesus also proclaims, “the 

measure with which you measure will in turn be 

measured out to you.”  We all know this insight from our 

experience: whatever you give away to others you 

eventually receive back in greater abundance.  Still it 

seems risky to give everything and wait patiently for a 

“return” on our “investment risk” -   Ultimately, Jesus is 

challenging us to move beyond a world of “quid pro 

quo” expectations.  We should be giving because that is 

our nature; that’s how God is.  He gives without measure.  

As His children, we too are capable of giving  without 

counting the cost.  Nothing is really ours anyway; all 

belongs to God and God keeps nothing for Himself! 

Think of someone who has forgiven you or 
been very generous to you.   

Pray for that person. 

Monday, second week of Lent 
Monday, March 14, 2022 
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Mirror, Mirror on the Wall 

From the way Jesus describes the Pharisees, it seems they 

must have spent a great deal of time looking at 

themselves with floor-length mirrors; they wanted to be 

“picture perfect.”  Most of us also probably spend a fair 

amount of time worrying about our appearance. 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI has written that the Hall of 

Mirrors in the Palace of Versailles, France is symbolic 

and iconic for our culture: we are self-absorbed. 

True religion calls us out of ourselves and into 

committed, self-sacrificing relationships of love with 

God and each other.  Theoretically, there should be no 

time for parading around as models of fashion.  The goal 

of Christian life is losing our “ego” and anything that 

might prevent God from shining through us.  

Unfortunately, the Pharisees were stuck in their own 

world of self-reflecting mirrors. 

Ask yourself honestly: How much time do I 
spend looking in the mirror every day?   
Would you like to let go of that habit?   

How might you “refresh” your lifestyle? 

Tuesday, second week of Lent 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 
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Can You Drink the Cup? 

When James and John pursue seats of glory on the 

right and left of the Lord, Jesus asks the very pertinent 

question of whether they are ready and willing to “pay 

the price” of such a victory: to drink of the cup of 

glory requires drinking also of the cup of suffering 

and self-sacrifice.   

They immediately answered Jesus, “We can.”  But He 

knew them very well and must have quietly shook His 

head with disappointment.  After all, He had just told 

them He was going to suffer greatly, be rejected and put 

to death.  They heard only what they wanted to hear.  

We probably are not much better: who doesn’t want the 

“glory” without the pain and challenge of getting there? 

“Drinking of the cup” 

means daily time for 

contemplation, making 

ourselves available to share 

the pain and struggle of 

others, accepting our own 

physical and psychological 

losses and diminishments, 

refusing to become bitter or 

selfish and admitting our fears and need for forgiveness 

and healing, etc.  “Drinking the cup” means being fully 

human - as Jesus was! 

What is your “cup” right now?   
Do you embrace it? 

Wednesday, second week of Lent 

Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
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Thursday, second week of Lent 
Thursday, March 17, 2022 

Lazarus At Your Door 

Even though it’s Lent we also know it’s St. Patrick’s 

Day, a day for beer or Jameson’s, corned beef, shamrocks 

and parties galore.  Probably at the doorway of every bar 

or restaurant there will be someone with a hand out 

asking for some charitable gift.  What will you do? 

Today’s Gospel is the parable 

from Luke 16 about the rich 

man and Lazarus.  In this case 

the rich man passes by Lazarus 

every day but we’re not told if 

he actually saw or noticed 

Lazarus.  Likely the rich man 

just took poor Lazarus for granted: it’s just the way 

things are.  The rich man didn’t even seem to care. 

Note that the rich man is unnamed because we are 

supposed to put ourselves in his shoes, even if we’re not 

really “rich.” 

The situations of beggars at the door can vary greatly - 

sometimes it’s true urgency and crisis; for others it’s a 

chronic condition and our responses can be equally 

predictable and patterned - giving or not giving, 

engaging the person in conversation or silently slipping 

them a two dollar bill. 

Enjoy a drink.   
Or better yet, buy someone else a drink.  

Be generous.  
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Good Can Come Out of Evil 

Today’s first reading from Genesis is part of the story of 

Joseph, one of the 12 sons of Jacob.  Jacob seemed to 

favor Joseph (remember the famous coat he gave him) 

and the others were jealous.  Joseph made it worse by 

telling them his dreams about his own future glory and, 

at their expense!  No wonder sibling rivalry kicked into 

high gear and they sold him as a slave to Egyptians who 

were passing by. 

Eventually Joseph’s many dreams (and ability to 

interpret them) led to his success in Egypt.  The Pharaoh 

trusted Joseph’s dream and Egypt escaped the famine 

which was devastating every other nation, including the 

Jews.  All this meant Joseph was in the right place at the 

right time to “save” his brothers when they came to 

Egypt desperate for food. 

Joseph had the serenity and humility not to get even with 

his brothers but instead proclaimed, “Even though you 

meant harm to me, God meant it for good…. For the 

survival of many people.” 

Consider disappointment in your life and how, 
in the long run, things worked out better 

because you did not get what you wanted.   
Pray with gratitude. 

Friday, second week of Lent 
Friday, March 18, 2022 
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Trusting Our Dreams 

Yesterday we reflected on the Patriarch Joseph, a man of 

many dreams, dreams that brought salvation for his 

family and that paved the way for the eventual historic 

event of Exodus. 

In the New Testament Joseph, the spouse of Mary, 

becomes foster-father of Jesus because of a dream and 

the advice of an angel who assured him it would be the 

right and just thing to take Mary as his wife even though 

she was pregnant from 

some mysterious cause.  

Joseph trusted his dream 

and thereby gave Jesus 

the dignity of being 

legally legitimate. 

Joseph kept having other 

dreams and obeyed them as well, thus saving Jesus from 

death and making it possible for Jesus to save all of us 

from lasting death!  Joseph is one of the great “unsung” 

heroes of the Scriptures.  We have not one word that he 

spoke but he left a lasting impact on the life of every one 

of us: as being father of Jesus he is, in a sense, a father 

and model for us as well. 

He taught Jesus the dignity and beauty of family life and 

manual labor; he taught Jesus to pray.  He showed Jesus 

how to be a man.  All because he trusted his dreams! 

What is the dream that keeps coming to you 
over the years? 

Feast of Joseph 
Saturday, March 19, 2022 
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The Divine Gardener 

In the midst of the arid, 

dry soil of the ancient 

Middle East, the Jews 

longed for water and 

green vegetation.  No 

wonder they depicted 

paradise as the “Garden 

of Eden.”  In many of 

His parables, Jesus uses 

images of farming and raising grapes or in today’s 

Gospel from Luke 13, a fig tree that wasn’t producing 

fruit.  When the owner was ready to give up on it, the 

gardener argued for more time.  The gardener’s 

experience “close to the ground”  had given a deeper 

sense of hope and patience than the owner.   As he loved 

and caressed the fig tree, he knew the potential for life 

was there waiting to bloom. 

Thank God we have a creator-savior who has the 

instincts and hopeful confidence of a master gardener.  

We give up more easily than God does!  He’s always 

ready to risk everything for our salvation and 

communion with Him. 

Am I grateful for God’s forbearance and generosity?   

Do I show that attitude toward others held in my care? 

On this first day of spring, spend some time 
outside reflecting on the irrepressible energy of 

life.  Thank God for your life and all life. 

Third Sunday of Lent 
Sunday, March 20, 2022 


