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The Divine Gardener 

In the midst of the arid, 

dry soil of the ancient 

Middle East, the Jews 

longed for water and 

green vegetation.  No 

wonder they depicted 

paradise as the “Garden 

of Eden.”  In many of 

His parables, Jesus uses 

images of farming and raising grapes or in today’s 

Gospel from Luke 13, a fig tree that wasn’t producing 

fruit.  When the owner was ready to give up on it, the 

gardener argued for more time.  The gardener’s 

experience “close to the ground”  had given a deeper 

sense of hope and patience than the owner.   As he loved 

and caressed the fig tree, he knew the potential for life 

was there waiting to bloom. 

Thank God we have a creator-savior who has the 

instincts and hopeful confidence of a master gardener.  

We give up more easily than God does!  He’s always 

ready to risk everything for our salvation and 

communion with Him. 

Am I grateful for God’s forbearance and generosity?   

Do I show that attitude toward others held in my care? 

On this first day of spring, spend some time 
outside reflecting on the irrepressible energy of 

life.  Thank God for your life and all life. 

Third Sunday of Lent 
Sunday, March 20, 2022 
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Stretching Our Vision 

Jesus wasn’t much of a politician!  He didn’t worry 

about telling people what He knew they wanted to hear.  

He spoke the truth - simply and boldly - and was never 

afraid to challenge people to look at things differently, 

to see the “other side” of any argument. 

In His hometown synagogue at Nazareth Jesus was 

being criticized for not working wonders for them; His 

answer was to bring up examples of earlier prophets 

who cured pagan foreigners and not their own people.  

He was trying to help them stretch their vision and see 

the divine perspective: God wants all people to be 

saved!  Why do we keep wanting to limit His love?  Do 

we not understand that there are no limits to God’s 

goodness?  Can we not see it’s our fear that says only 

some can be saved? 

Take out a map or go online and think  
about far away nations and cultures -  

even non-Christian nations.   

Pray for them and their openness to God. 

Monday, third week of Lent 
Monday, March 21, 2022 
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No Keeping Score 

We human beings are great at “keeping score.”  We 

have long memories and can hold grudges for 

generations.  In today’s Gospel, Peter deliberately and 

specifically asks about forgiving a brother/sister as many 

as seven times.  He seems to want to “cap” the largesse 

of God’s mercy.  (Can’t you picture Peter in an 

argument with one of the other disciples and having 

already counted out loud the number of times he’s 

already forgiven this person?!) 

Jesus’ answer is so consistent with His whole message 

and over-all purpose: if you really understood forgiveness 

as an on-going process and recognized how often we’ve 

all been forgiven we wouldn’t even be asking this 

question!  Don’t even go there!!  Let God be as generous 

as He wishes.  Don’t play the “numbers game”!! 

Pray very explicitly for someone who 
chronically hurts you (likely your spouse,  
a brother or sister, a friend or co-worker!). 

Tuesday, third week of Lent 
Tuesday, March 22, 2022 
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As Good as it Gets 

Growing up, most of us found consolation and comfort in 

knowing rules and following them.  Whether in the 

classroom, the sports field or home, the voices of our 

parents/teachers/coaches became ingrained within us and 

we did the “right thing” - at least the majority of the time :). 

With maturity, we no longer 

needed as many rules; we 

simply knew - in our heart/

conscience - the right thing to 

do and what to avoid. 

With even more “seasoning” 

in life, hopefully, we realize 

we are no longer trying to 

placate voices inside or 

outside of us; we simply do the loving things naturally - 

because it’s appropriate and helpful for other people. 

Ideally, our Christian faith and values are becoming 

“second nature.”  We fulfill the Commandments without 

even needing to deliberate over our actions.  That’s the 

aspiration Jesus had for all people of good will: moving 

beyond rules for the sake of rules to being good as God is 

good.  It’s our being more than our doing that counts. 

Examine your motivations for various decisions 
and actions.  Are you scrupulously following a 

rule (even with disdain and frustration) or doing 
something out of the freedom and joy of love? 

Wednesday, third week of Lent 
Wednesday, March 23, 2022 
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Do I Resist Joy? 

Today’s miracle in Luke 11 is one of the many times 

Jesus is criticized for doing something good.  He 

restored speech to a person who could not speak but 

then that miracle started the usual chain of questions: 

By what power do you expel demons?  Are you in 

partnership with the devil?  Jesus must have been 

exasperated with His critics. According to them He 

could never do anything good!  How tragic that the 

people of His day were so resistant to His message and 

His actions. 

Why is it that people seem threatened by goodness and 

love?  Why are we so often 

leery: it’s too good to be true!  It 

seems we often prefer to moan 

and groan rather than trust good 

news or believe in people’s 

good intentions or in God’s 

generosity and compassionate 

use of His power. 

Think of a time lately you resisted an offer of 
joy or peace from God and  

preferred to wallow in pain or anger.   
 

Pray for the grace to accept  
the joy of being loved.   

Talk about this struggle with your BFF. 

Thursday, third week of Lent 
Thursday, March 24, 2022 
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Saying “Yes” with Your Whole Life 

When the angel Gabriel came to Mary with God’s 

“proposal,” theoretically, Mary could have declined the 

offer.  But Mary was well prepared to trust God and be 

open to the request God was asking of her: to give up an 

“ordinary” life of marriage with Joseph and be totally in 

God’s hands.  There would be lots of “explaining” to do 

to Joseph and her parents, but still Mary was 

courageously open to what was being asked of her. 

Where did she get the confidence to say “Yes”?  It must 

have been that, young as she was, Mary had developed a 

strong sense of the nearness of God.  She welcomed His 

gentle presence and had learned there was nothing of 

which to be afraid.  And she still retained and enjoyed a 

child-like delight and sense of wonder.   

Mary’s whole being was “open” to gift and mystery.  She 

knew how to listen and wait patiently.  She wasn’t afraid 

of being loved - even when she didn’t understand it. 

The “yes” of the Annunciation was the fruit of many 

earlier “yeses” to God and others around her and opened 

the door to a lifetime of saying “Yes.”  

In the best sense of the phrase, are  
you a “yes” person?   

Are you open to God’s voice as you hear it? 

The Annunciation 
Friday, March 25, 2022 
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Honest to God 

Most of us wonder if there is some special way to pray.  I 

suspect most of us - myself included - believe our prayer 

could be better - more frequent, more meaningful. 

Today Jesus gives a teaching on prayer that could be 

very reassuring: He explains by way of parable that God 

does not want “bragging” (like the Pharisee’s “prayer”).  

God prefers humility and our honest request for mercy, 

guidance and acceptance (like the tax collector). 

Put very simply: God is delighted when we give Him 

time, when we sit quietly and listen, when we pour out 

our heart in a very honest and direct way, articulating 

our fears and hopes and deepest desires.  Just “show up” 

and be “honest - to - God.” 

Give it a try! 

Saturday, third week of Lent 
Saturday, March 26, 2022 
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Unfinished 

Many of the parables of Jesus are “unfinished” - 

that is, there is no clear resolution at the end.  They 

are deliberately “open-ended” because we the 

hearers are supposed to bring the parable to 

fulfillment in our own lives. 

Today’s Gospel 

is the parable of 

the “prodigal 

family.”  Lots of 

things to be 

“resolved:” why 

did the younger 

son want to leave 

home at such a 

young age: did he 

feel unloved or not accepted by his father or brother?  

(By the way - where’s the mother in all this?)  Did the 

older brother ever overcome his anger and join the 

celebration in honor of his runaway brother’s return?  

Why do the sons have trouble accepting their father’s 

love?  (They seem to think they must “earn” their 

dignity by hard work; they don’t seem to understand 

grace, gift and unmerited love.) 

Put yourself in the story wherever you think 
appropriate and then decide how you’d like this 
parable to reach a conclusion with which you 

would be comfortable. 

Fourth Sunday of Lent - Laetare 
Sunday, March 27, 2022 


